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The Adis, ihhstiting the Sieng District of Arunschal.

Pradesh, the exireme Norvgh-East frontlisr raglion of India, ccﬁs—ﬁ
titute an ancisnt teibe, known to ba the sidest and gulturally
one of tha most advancsd akong the tribes 1ﬁhabitiﬁq this border
araa of our country, srstwniles tnown as North-Ssst “rsntiar
Agoney, ié\sheru; ﬁﬁw%. ‘Ths_past history of this tribe is
shrouded ip 2 thick mist of veguaness and véry iittle is
definitely known about the origin, migratlon and gradysl develop-
ment of thoe peoplz bafore i&aﬁr firmel ‘sattlement in Slang dis~
trict.e A full-suale Suidg of this tribe forms anh important
chapker in the littie axplored ﬁﬁﬁi@uﬁuihu?ml and 963iticai

»

history of the Nort Bestorn ruglion of India.

1tl. Promswork of tho Proposed Study.

Bvan theugh it is kRown & ;c* unwrstaa:i that Arunachail,
forming the witsl :r‘ﬂmf%ﬁfhagt@rn axtremity of the country, is
2 highly vulnarable and sensitivs border ares, whera an explosiva
situaticn con coma up any moment, 14 had remeined for many years
in rsther o state of ignorance, isolation, zonstant nsgdlect and
lack of inter:st in its uplifimeni. It started coming into

serious atysntion of the central goverament sinee the Chinese



thrust in Tibet in 1950. The Government of India became
>_incr*asing1y aware of iis g*aat rasponsibility to guard this
vulnemable axtrematy of the country 's berder araa from falling

a pray to tﬁe agnressive tarviterial rapcltiea of nsiehbsurina
Eﬁr»ign cauntrias.- 1t wes. f@lt that s&ri&ua and sincers intexest
in the devaiapmant*ﬁf this region and in the canditien of the

1ife of the tribes inhabiting hore was assentlial far maintaining

the tarritorial integrity of the c@untry.

| Sor the sac&nﬁ time Arunichal cama ta acouire

tremendous nat1cnal importonece with the paiitical and martisl
pvedicamant of XQﬁz, whan China pmnetraﬁad far inward through
- NEFA. The danger thus posad to the palﬁﬁiaal sbability of the
country was strongly Eelt and from that time started an all-cut
attenpt to do sdmathing d&finit* and constructiva f@rvthe uplift-
ment of this regiﬂn and its psople. - As adrh. the Govaernment @?
India aob arked upan 3 walleplanned pallcy of arograﬁs and davalon-
ment of Nm?&xand,gts peoplas This yielded good results in
céursaraf time and the whole of M§§A aradually started se2ing
" great dav@lapmant,ané all~round maierial psrogress by definite
déggaas oveyr the yaars that followed the éreaﬁ dabacle of 1962.
. The thrsat of fcreigh intrusion acroas the borders is not yat

fully over, as the,ﬁecentﬁ:%in&s@ ancraachmént-dsep.inta

' ﬁrunachal‘%dll sufficiently show. . The tribel pecple of the



region who have constantly pined under the impression that they
have bean'kapt away, aloof, s@psrata&, and naalected, from the
-mainstresm of Intlan culture as outcasts, may go out of Indian
geoppolitical periphery by the insinueting temptations of any
sehening agant¢prav0caﬁauf at any tima. To countzsraect any such
‘possitile menace and threat to the gcountry's territorial inteqrity
and politinal stability, ~gite a lot hes waen dons for the devalop-
ment of Arunachal; still much more is to be done te consolidate its

avatec

|
ior

position in the political map of the countrye The v

j]
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tribal population of the region must bz made to feel tha ir5§a@
place in the mainstream of national 14fe, thercby rooting cut their
apérehensi@n of being neglectsd and kept apart from other states
of the country by the ecntral government. Honce, a s@riuué VAT e
nass and>claﬁa study about the people snd tho place, done with an
amount of sincare and sympathatic concern for their post heritage
and present soccicecaltursl and political set up ie a spirit of

brothernocd, cohesion and integrity, will never go futilae.

This process of mutusl understanding, identification
and fellow-fzeling storted sinca the 10607%s, resched its anex in
the esarly 1970's with the formaticn of NIFA into a Unlon T@rriﬁ@ry;
and attained 1ts fraition in 1987 with the gront of full statehood
to it. In courss of this a2laborate procass of =shanga, $ha attempt
of the Tovernmant has always been Lo accept the traditional soecip-
political and éulturﬁl heritage of the peopls in o spirit of rosg-

peetful cordiality and Fit it into ths changing baskaround of the



presant times, thoraby trying 1o retsin the best of bothe Tha
altezrnating picture of traditicnal past anﬁ'changing sccio~
cultural and political pattern of the currant timss has thus been
the essential core of our study harg, with the Adi tribe of
Arunachal having been spacifically chosen and singled cut on tha
ground of its being the oldest and culturally one of the most
adyancad., The whola of MNEFA migh§ wall be regsrded as 3 National
gxtension Block. Whapees formerly the Adeinistration was mainly
concennad with law and order, to-day its chief ps%@&gé§§éﬁi&nnis
the welfare of the peoples It has tried to bring the tribals
‘closz into thoe mainestroam of mﬁﬂafn life. It bas pressad
forward averywhors with roads which will make the plains masier
of acczss. Tt has encouragad both Hindi and Assamese to halp
the tribasmen to communicate gore readily with the ocutside world.
It has arranged on ragular baéis to tske the tribsl students on
tours round India and send partles regulsrly to New Delhi on
arsat occasions. It has awarded stipends to outstanding boye
and 0irls o study in various parts of Indla. Its officers have
panztrated into the wildast ragions with the message that beyond
the hills there is a friendly world with a dasire to halp and

SRTVYDe

The NEFA Administration balisves that advencs in
thess longe-naglectad aress must b on sciantlfie linss.e Tt is

e@ssantial that attempts must b2 regular, orderly and well-plannad



for épaﬁling the tribeswman to adjust himsalf 1o the changing‘candi-~
tions of present times. Until this is donz on the bosis of his
cultural potentiality and cultursl agecessories, no sawount of SPOOne

feading or vwplifiting measures arse likely to be ef?wctivé}

~ The government felt that the g;s%jza;:ela of NEFA mannot
be laft to thelr age-long isolation nor can we lsave any political
vacuum alang'ﬁn@ fronticre %Wa wish o see that the psoplas are well-
fad, anjoy » happy, haslthy lifs, have better living conditions,
nacaessary aducation, betier yislds from their Fislds and eottage
industriaé throunh the uyse a?,impr&vaﬁ tachnimacs, and bying them
ints contact with 311 the hest that modern Imdia cén;oﬁfar and doasg

POSSEGSe

. Tha government also hopas to see &s the gasult’@f
its efforts 2 spivit of lovs ond loyalty for India, wﬁt&eut a trace
OFf suspicion in tha’tribﬁl mind'th@t"g@varnm@nt nas coma into the
tribal arcos to colomize or exploite They have Lo be made to |
davelop a spirit of full integration of &ﬁnﬁ and heart with the
grester Indian society of whlch thay farm é part and to whosa
infinite variety they aleo can make thelr own unisue contribution.
At the sametime. it wants to avoid the dangsrs of assimilation and
datribalization which have degraded tribsl communizies in other
parts OF the worlde  Ths wost sensible way to achieve 511 tﬁi& is
by f3130Wing the middle paﬁﬁ'batwaan deing too litile and doing too

muech - the wise policy so effactivaly followsd in HER4 under the
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instraction of tha late Prime ministar Jawsharlsal Mehrae s visw
vigs that we i«.a\rs to rafrnin from interfering with thair customs,
practices an@ traditions. At the samelti®me we have to help them to
grow according to their own genius and calture and nothing would he
morz unfortunate than to try to impose ocurselves upon them in any
WaY e

Gfficors of the Administrstion ware razoulred £o follow,
under the dirszctive of MNehruy, the fmllowing wal ler2sgoned szt of
mgestions in the matter of policy-malbing regovding the tribes and

(1)

making schemes for devalopmznt, welfsra, :aliaf and expsnsions

1. will the schame help the tribasmzn to grow ascording

to thelr own genius and trsdition?

2o Will its rasult be mersly €0 shape ihem according to
our own image or likeness and impose on them cur particular way of

living?

Je Will it tend to make of thz tribasmen & szeond « vata

copy of curselvas?

4. WAll 4% upruut the tribal peap]e from thai
surroundings and make them grow soft and thus lose some of thoir

finz cualities?

3¢ Is it open to the eriticism that it is grossiy
prasumptucus on our part to approach the tribasmen with an 8ir of

supsriority or to t2ll them what %o do or not to do?
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6. Will it invelve too rapid e process of agculiura-

ticn or, in othar words, ars w2 trying to go too fast?

Yo Is thare any danger that we arse overvhelming the
tribes by toe many projects, each geod in itse2lf, but in the

aggregsts imposing too heavy 2 burden?

3o ¥ill it impair or destroy in any way the salf-

reliance of thaz pesple?

9. Is it really; on long-term basis, for the ultimzts
good of the tribveswsn, or i it simply something that will make a

godd show in the press or an offielal report?

1. 411 it, in the casa of MEFA, help to integrste the

tribal people with Indis a2s & whola?

122. Objectives of the prosant studye.

The little bits of information sbout the peopls of the
Adi land that have come down t0 us from Lritish axplorers, tri-
ders, and administrators, arse rather inadecuate. Those hardly
aive us 2 complate and unif&im aceount with dstas ané dafinits
paricds. Mance the major objsctive of the present study is to
presemt 3 full account about the svelio-cultural-political-~
literary sot up of tﬁe Adi people that had besn followed by tihem

\

tnrough the agas,
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This primary objective nec2ssarily sntzils a3 dotailed
study of sevaral unavoldable soclal, cultural and political asspects.
They ara subsidiasry reauisites which are immenssly needaed for 2
full, zll-round study of ihe subject, and without th@m‘the primary
objectiva cannot be effectively supplementad,. Honca, firat a
‘detailed probe has baon made into the different as?acts of the 1ife
of tha Adi peoplo and the place they live in.  Then an abitempt
has hoen made to discuss the vital soclee-politicsl factors and
institutions that have become inseparable from the vary'exiﬁtanc@
of the AdL community. After that the esuslly unsvoidable and
osgential factors of the economie, litarary end religicus paranher
nalis without which no human éociaty can proceed have basn taken
into considaratione The changes that oeceurred in all aspacts of
Adi 1life ond sociaty sincz thelr swakening in the new wmorning of
the Indien indepsndaence from British rule have besen probad into
naxte As supplemontary to this, 2 lock into tha administrative
ateps taken by the Cantral Government for an sll-ocut dsvelspmeni
- of the ragion, which culminated in its attainmont of full state-
hoed has besn attempied. Such 8 courss of study bas been felt to
" ba the most sssential step for an all-round study of the past and
proasant of Adi culture snd soeistye A1l the objectives of tnis
study becoma clear and welledefinzd thet way, thersby justifving

the aptness and suguestivenass of the titla.

The noticeable faaturs of the AdL raee ia thelir impli-
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¢itly faltnful adhevanca to and strong love for the tradition of
ald in syery sphers of 1ife and spciety. A perceptibvle snatch of
disruption ceozurrgd in that phenomensn during the 9srly stages of
theiv contact with the Briéi%h anct more strongly sineg the puste
indepeondance days. an allesgbracing, systematic study about the
traditional past snd later advent a? shanges will be oulte
iﬁt@rastin@,as a documsnt of immansz sttraction. ﬁaraoﬁer, ﬁali»
ti?ally a aa¥ing. there is & grzat dasl of intersst in thelr tradi-
tional polity as alsc in the lster administrative chaﬁgesfwarkeé
out by the government which ushered in e new era_iﬂ,t%e AdL land
singe the mid - kﬁﬁb’s. Such 3 étuéy will thus kesp us fully

abraast with the tendencies that msy crop up in the neasr futures

1: 3. Yypotheses or Research Tuastionse.

| The mein puTpose of ﬁha presang disserkation will be %o
raise a number of relavant ocusstions and to make an attompt to
answey them. Tﬁay are ¢t (1) why did the adis of old keop Lhame
gal ves awéy from contact with cutsidere and sonfina themselves .
golely within the 1linits of their age=-old trédition?'(z) why did
thaey switch over to the later changes whigﬁ wara in gf@aﬁ contrast
with the fermer stage? {3) v¥hat was the sxact nature of relation
Datwaan the Hritish ruiera-sf the Abor Hills and the tribals of
“the region? {(4) What was dons by the former towards the latter for
ehangz and development of the srea ié ortar to consvlidate the

administrative machinery? (3) How did the matier stend at the tims
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of India's Indapandence in 1947 and what wes the attitude of the
Central Coverament towards ihe tribgis of the ragion in respact of
Q&licy-making?‘vté) Wore eny 2ffective cbén@@ﬁ brought over the

olage and paople in the aante#i of later administrative and politi-
; cal necessitios? (7) ¥hich way ara thay é@ving now and how does

the siﬁuaﬁiﬁn st snd at present soclelly and politically?

1s4. Gvarvisw of the Literature on the subject.

On the Adi tribe as a whele, taking it from all PAreRece
iivss. there have not so far been meny studiss. Thoy may be gxxuged
grouped into two ecstzgories = (1) Thos2 that ére trasted as pvi&éry
spyrees of infermatian. from the British edministraters and mili-
%afy éfficéfé-in tha Abor ¥ills, 28 the aren was called at that
time, all @ff%ﬁicﬁ wara writton and pytlished batwesn 1835 and 1523
and, {2) those by Indlan scﬁélars. traated 28 sscondary refurences,
published during the last thirty ysers, along with the various pube
lisaﬁimnsvwn the Adis by the Covernment departments and individual
seholors in the form of jéarnal articles.

| o o {2
Almost all the writings of the British Authors ara

accounts of gétritarial. eccupational and punitive exﬁeﬁitiong - yary
- usaful works nonatheless - which oive us cecasionsl paémhy accounts
oé some focets or other about the Ad4 pas@lé. their lanﬁ,-&nd‘ﬁhair
culture and socizby. Scme of th@m.camﬁine explorstive accounts of

s ) on * . - !
both adventurous snd socioplocical import, occasionally drawing o
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cempérativa-study_%atwaen‘the Adis‘ané s0me aﬁhar tribes of the
ragieh. ‘WMost of the writings by Britiéh and @ther'ﬁqrapean offi-
céés arg, r&thar'handicégped by tha-individuél writarfé perganal
fads, specific nzed af the océ&sisn.'racial bias.~anﬁ ﬂ@rvizaﬁ
consﬁraints.‘ Hance thelr acﬂeunts have not much unif axmﬁty and
un@gajudicial &ppraachvtpjtha»math@r. da@p;te 311 th@ir'marits LR
ha&ing haen Eascinatiﬁg; @xplarativé'aad pianeariﬁg works on the
subjects ©On ultimate snalysis, they parhaps Fail to present alle
'aébracing. rounded studies on the Adl peecple.  Among thesa works
of primary referconca, the following mayfbe réferred to in géaatar

detgils.

from captain 2.T. Dalton we hear first sboud the Adis
in his two WwWritings = 'On tha Poeris and Avors of Assan” {(JefeSeBe
ve ¥1¥, 1849) and, "orrespondence and Jesrnal'.... of a visit t¢

a elan of Abors on the Dihong Piver' (3slsction from the Records of

tha'ﬁen@al Govarnment Noe XXKEE,AGaleutta;‘laﬁb}. in these o

picnesaring éccsunta hé-writ@s about his firvst improszsion on the
Adi land ond aives his viows an thair cﬁaréct@r, drass, hsirestyla,

ornanent, tattooing and such elementary matiars.

N Krick who wrote tne Faseinating piece, '4n Account
of an i xpaditian Among the Abors in 1833° {J.AeSeBe, Vo 9o 1513)
gaué details of the expedition and his visit to the Padam araa of
Ads region, 2long with effusive asccounts of his views on Adi charas-

ter, ghysicalf?aaturas; dtaSS,;hair $ﬁylé.-0rnamants and tattooing.



Next cémas GeTsBe Nunbar with his worthy place of

writing f&bﬂré and Gallongs® (Momelrs of A.54B, VeV, 1013« 17)

‘which attempts to study Adi 1ifs and éultur@ more daeply, recor-
ding his well=obsorved view@'cn Al character, dress, physical
featurss, ornaments, téttéainq and gamase He naxt’ ygzt»s about
their villagus. cane bridoa, tshoo in food intska. w@ then gues
gven degpar and deals with thait,ysiritual wmrld. the evil spirits,
thair idoa sbout the fatbg;_wf‘manéiné, form of spirits, an@'
propitiatory rites. . ?’E;iﬁﬁ cellartaé a largz numbar of myths

and legends and attemptad to suybstantiste his findzngs through 3
study of these oral mythical narratiwn%. ' #is book serves as the

forarunnar of 1win ] Ecrmidable Mvtﬂs of N8 2FA, commzlad in 1958.

' Saveral ﬁritish‘afficérs have given rather very elsmenw-
tary sketehes of the Adi,%ri%a.g'?ar arample, J. Dutler in ﬁis

'A_Sketeh of Assam, with some Account of the Hill Tribss (London,

1847) writes only é%aut charaﬁ%ay, désss. hair—style and ornamants
of the Adis. A. Gille in his 'An Accaunt of an Sxpadition Amang
tha Abors in 18531 €J.Q.A.W.B. Vcl. IXy NeSe !913) degérives the
@xgeﬁiticn and its military consaouances primar ly, with one or
two commnnts ugen the genmral Adi appearancs and naturs. A.

Hamilton's book In Abor Jung1§s_(Laadon, 1912},_ He Ia &alliday s

'"Tha Abors of Assam® (United 3moirs, Ve XIX, 1928), and ¥We B

Horae's Ragq;; on Abor COuntr!4 (Simla, 1913) daal in ganaral with

Adi martial charactar, the action of their poisoned arrow'tmeir
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appaarance, valliant neture, dress, ornament, snd adventurous.

surrounding of the raglon.

Be Jo Headham, Ae He Lindsay, and Je s Lorrain aspproach

Adi 1ife from three vi@w-géiﬁtﬁo_ Needhem's Beport on g Trip into

the Avor Hilis, iQ@é {5hillong, i&@ﬁ) is on aévaﬁtur&ﬁs_a@tﬂun& af

a hazaydous trip iﬁw the interior, with 311 lts 31liad incredients
- of narrative charm, fictional interest snd slementary surface
- obsorvation of men ond menners. - Similarly, ‘4 Journsy into the

Aboy Country’ (Gacgraaﬁicai Journal, ¥. S00I1Y, 1911} by T, .

Lumscen bas all the charm of o travelogus of adventurs combined
with an innuisitlva visiter's interesting views on the psopls and

things he szes. . In ths same way, AdBe Lindsay®s *Sxpedition

oy

‘8gainst the Avors, 1911-12° (Army feview V. IV. 1913} gives o

~ throbbing account of a tough military ewpedition which meant %o
bring %h@'@namy under full control and has %&uﬁ little jnterost as

3 soeisl documonte  On the otherhand, Je. He L@réain‘s A Dictionary

of the Abop-miri Languase (Shillong, 1910) has 211l the vslue of an
. acsdamie vork on a linguistie Subjact which bacomas lmsensely tocge
gsary toe kaow the ﬁﬁi 1aﬁgu&ga‘ Last, but nét thae leagt among

SBuropean writers on the Adis, mention must be made of D, Biliinge

t@n; whose book On the Traek of the ﬁk@r_ikénﬁan, 1912) has a11 the
eloments af'a&véntur@, herolisn aﬁd’&@ﬂgaraus gxploration of.a mane-
hunﬁing axggﬁiti@n in the iﬁteri@r af an @ﬁemy countey. Tt haos
thus more e€ fictimna1 iﬁtar@sﬁ ang ad#@ntur@us'Fasainatica to 8

reader thon of any sirictly scadenie uﬁi&iiii@s giviﬂgfan unprefu-



, o '  ‘ o } e
- diged view of the 1ife and gociaty of the Adisge
* e S

How Lo an@e o the a*har category of wrxtings. baoks
" and jaJrnas artici@s, on tﬁ& Adis, cmnstiﬁuiing the sacondary
source of refersnce and writ?aﬂ by scholars in Enﬂia. Fronkly
sp2aking, mnsﬁ.af‘tha Iﬂvlﬁﬁ seholars have taken the whole of
North-fast India as tha éubj@ci_@f tha;r study snd 28 such for a
spacific study on the AdL téri&:ﬂ éf‘ Arunachal they ara ﬁat af mieh
imm@ﬁiata utility. As gensral ftudm@s on the peopla, palitics
and culture of North-Sast &ndia. they ars indeed valuable but & un‘y'.
‘hardly touch upon ta& cultuxa an soeisty ©f the Adis in dotailse.

' {3}

Amony sgch bawka. - mention must he @a#@ first, of -
Varrier wlmin who ia tha agthor of as many 28 3even bma?s on the
.%@?th-wa$t ?rantiﬁr‘a€ End&a. Among them Hyths of N@rtb~8ast

Frontizr of znéia {Shillong, 1932} and Maw Book of Trihal “&¢txan

(ﬁalh:, 1970) are e@ll%cf&ana of tribal mgths and lagends, imc}u-
ding 211 the AJL wythse fgong his pther book 139 1Ndia's Nopthe

Zast Frontier in the Ninetsanth centary iaamaay. 1555) 48 a histo-

rical account oE Northedast ?roﬁtzﬁr darin@ the firstehalf of

British mccup&%i&n anﬁ rule th@ra. whila. Domoeracy in NEFA
{Shillong, 1963) is a study in tﬁe'gaiitiaal‘ﬁragress of the region
during th@ SORNNrLss aﬁminisﬁrati@n thore upto the mid - L@éﬁ‘s.-Zn

the same Way. & ?hilcsapvy f@r %35A (mril long 1@5&5 ¢halks out in

details the central govarnment *s pﬁiicies folleowed in NEFA for its
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aliwraund devalopment, t@uahiﬂg upenfall.facats of 4ribsl 1ife and

soclety thaﬁ@. Lastly, The Art of the North=Zast Frontier of Znﬂia

{ 3hillong, L@a@) traces the rich baritagﬁ mf han510?¢§ﬁs anﬂ fiﬁa

arts of MNEPA, tha Aﬁis. af c@uv%e. nwvar baing left ajt.

ﬁm@nq othay war?a. ﬁzimpgﬂ% of the & arly Mistory of

&runacaal Pradesh (ahillﬁng, 1973 ) by L. M. Zhakraborty 3 %ri%ish ‘
- Policy of North-2sst Frontier of ?nﬁié {London, E@?O} and Tha Horth-
Zast Frontier of Indis &Qéﬁmlglﬁ {malouttis, 1978), « both by wt.m

Choutdhury; '3ritxsh Policy on tha North = Zast Frentier of Indin

La26- 1586 {(London, 1970) by Se éu#ta H anﬂtzwnstxts*xunai antd

Administrative Gnawth of NERA é&hillemg. 1971) by P, ﬁ. Luthr@ - are

a1l historicsl sccounts of the political and adiinistrative growth

of the ragicn in course of the last ene hundred and ii?ﬁy'yaar&. On

the obher hand, Imperilied Frontiers f@éf@rd; 1983) by N.Rustoniis
Problem of the Hill Tribes g ﬁaxthfﬁasg Frontisr 1 A .ééitica}
Analysis (Geuhatl, 1970) by H. W ﬁar@mﬁari; and Mill Polities in‘
North-Sast Indis (Talcutta 1973) by Se Ko Chaube ars significant

3tudia5 An the pslihical growth of %the vmql@ NortheZast, the vari@ss
trends and movemends @crurrinm tnawg ﬁuring the last uhirty years

ar éﬂ.'ané‘the intricate'pmliﬁical«prnhlems, coming up there in the
raceﬁt é%ﬁ%. that have war%ea‘major éhangasAin the functieqiﬂg~a€
trzbal 1ife in the whols Morthe2aste Alon@ _side with those vslumea.

Soelo~dconomic atudy of &runécmal “radas% €Jniv. of Cau%ati, L&?6§

by 5. D Jha, &runarhal Fanorana (bﬁilleng. 1973 by J. M.Phéxarury*

‘ L . GRS Rl
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Morthe2ast Indla : A Socloloaieal Study {Delhi, 1977) by S. %

Dubeys Desvaraphic anﬁ Speio~Bconomie Profiles of tha 411 dross of

North-Zaat Indis {(Delhi, 1679) and Integrated Areg éagrmach'tg

the Problems of the HilleTribes of Northe3sst India {sinla, 1939},
both by Be Ho Rﬁy Burman - are all socic-economic studias of the
whola of Harﬁh— astern india taken togethor, and the multifarious
problems and changes cccurring to the 1ifs and sacioty of the
tribes inhabiting there.
On the Adi trib& of Afunaehal, thore have been altogether

- {4)
four studias sc far. Adig of North-dosieorn Frontisr ﬂaancy

{Halbi Unive I967) by 3¢ . Roy is & very significant svciowcultursal

vork of myeh prowlse. Ap Anthropometry of the Adis (Shillong, 1963)

by Sachin Boy is rather o work on anthropoloaiesl approach, done

strictly from the scientific viewpoint. A Tomparative [tudy of

Adi Reliaion (3hilleng, 1972) by Jo Ne “houdhury is 3 nandy volume

touching upon the roligiouss and spiritual aspects of the Adi life
and draws o comparison baiwasn the Add religion and the Vedig culte.

Laétly. Moshup Abasnz {(3nillong, 1964) by De3e Guha twells at length

on the Foshup and Rasheng, or the dermitory system ﬁﬁ% boys and
girls, ona of the most viital social institutions of the Adis, and
complias the wmyLhs and lagands prevailing on the mattsr in their
oral 1i¥@raturs.

Thriee | (3} . :
Teere other @swamﬁlazly 511384 books are thers. The

fir%t is, Asgpacts of Padam - Hinyong sulture (Shilleng, I8 E0) by
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Sachin Roy which stuﬁias in subgtantial datails the socio-cultural
1ife of the Padam and ﬁinymng sections, the two most representa-
tive, culturally the most progressive, historicelly the oldest,
and the most respected iﬂ%ﬁfms of aristocratic heritage. The

othar book is Myths of the Shimonas of the Upper Siang {Shillong,

1965) by T. ¥. Bhattacharya. Shimonps are koown as the third major
and most advencad segtion among the Adis. The auther gives a round

picturs of this particular saction and collects the myths and

legends provailing on theme The third book is Uup Fastivals
{3hillong, 1963) by M. N. Bardoloi, which discusses the major
festivals of the Adis aleng‘with the many other feszstivals of Tndia.
'Xt‘has thus ouite an amount of importanes for ﬁ&e @ur§wﬁe of sty-
éyiﬂg the &di reliaion and hence serves as 2 helpful companione

volume in an enculry into the sccicecultural set up of the Adig.

1f full-sesle bé@kﬁ on Adis written by Indian scholars
ar® nat many in number, short articles and papers published in
journals and megazines are nuite @laﬁtiful.(é} Tiiay touch upon
varicus facets of Adi life and culture and hava to be r@garﬁed with
somez sericus attention. They ara patchy and not vary axtsnsiva,
bt &ﬁaﬂ the toital mass of them s taoken inte acecount and put to-
gethar, they give us 2 falrly full picture of the whole adi tribe

in all its parsphernalis. Lot us see what they are.

Un ths origin and migration ef the Adls, T.¥.Shattachar-

vyya's articla, 'The Adis : Origin and Higration' {Pines, V.l part
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3, Sbillang 1973) and that bQXQ. C. Nigam, *abors and dyths of their
| Origin (March of ;ndia, Ve Vi, 1953) are the rae On their place of

habitgtien and physicsl stxucture two individaal articles are avail-
ables the first is 'H&bitaﬁipn a€‘tha 4dis of the Siang Frontier
Division® (Vanyajati V.V. No. 3, July 1957} by Nilima Roy, and the

second, 'The Sody-3uild of the Abors' (Eullatin, Departesnt of

Anthruaalaﬁy, Ye2 Mure 2, 1953) by ﬁachin Aoy. . On tha ¥abang and
the political structura of 255 sori@ty. soe papars are availabla.

Thay ar? ¢ "The Yebang of the Adis {M3Fa Information, Doce 1967,

Shillong) by Osheng .ran ] 'Tha K@mang af the Adis 3 Its Haturs and
ﬁunc?iens' {Seminar Paper, dimalayan %tvﬁias Daptt., Nerth Bengal
Unive April 1984) by G.3. Ban@rjea: “clitical Structure Qf the Ady

Faople of Arunschial Pradesh {Puart@rly Journal of Local %eifhﬁavmrn-

ment, April=32pte 19?3) by D.A. fagdi, an* "Rrom Lribal Kaban to
National Demvcracy’ €Journal of the MEITE3R, Yo TI1 Noe 1, r;;a%

| oy 0. e Panday. -

' Thp dormitﬁry systmm of the. Adis. &ggggg, and Rashang,
and th@ir warriage system, have abcut them 3 host of articles. They
are: 'The Abor kashupﬁas.a Training Cantrs for the Youth( anxajat .
Vels Wo. 4, 1933) by. B S. Guha: 'Traditional Faith and Belisf Bghind
kosnup {NEFA InFormaticn. N@v. 1969. ahillanq\ by T« Rukbo; 'On

Dere~Rasheng System of the Adis' (NEFA Information, July 1969), by

Oshong Sring; 'Woshup of the Adis' (NEFA Information, Oct. 1969) by
Talom Gso; 'Dormitory System in the Adi Socisty of Arunachal’® \

( Seminar ?apar; Hi&aléyanjﬁtuéias Qaptt., ﬁurth Bengal Unive July
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1833), snd "Woshup and ﬁash@ng of the ﬁdis : Their Mythical, Religi-

‘ous and Social Beckground' (Seminsr Paper, ibid. Mereh, 12858% - both

by GeSe.%anarjes ¢ Marriage Bystom of  the A8%s® {MEFA Information,
Auge 1970) and 'Adi-Marriage end Divorca' {Ibid, Sept. 1970} = both

. s
by Gshong Sringe. S , - ;\,

After this we come to matiers of feod, pastime snd relie
gion. On ihase also articles ars nuite 3 fow in nuwber. They are:
*Community Hunting and Fishing of the Adis’ (Arunashol Nows, Sab.
1973) by Oshong Bring; 'Shifting Cultivation Among the Abors'

{Match of India, V. ¥i, 1953), snd, 'Agricultural Orgenization

Among tha Abors' (Bulletin, Doptt. of anthropology, Ve 111 Nos 2,

1954) - both by Be.7. Gehaing "“onception of the Suparnatural Among
the Adis‘, (Pines, Vol. I Part I, Skillong 1971), by J. Nelhoudhury;
"Solung ' (NEPA Information, &prii 1363) by Oshong Ering{ ‘wedicine

Men of Abor ¥ills! (rimes of India, Ort. 295, 1939) by B.S.Guha;

"feligious Beliefs and Ritusl Practices of the Minyong Abors'
(Anthropos, Ve ¥LIV, 1954, 1354} by O.¥. Furer - Halovendodf. ©On
Ady myths ond literature also, there arz some articles as : ‘'Mithun :

Fact and Kyths' (NiFA Information, June 196:2) by Ushong Ering

'Myths of the Adis of Siang s Their Soelial and Literary Inplications'
(Semiﬂér P@p@r.'ﬁegﬁﬁ. of Anthropology, Gauhati tnilve Dag, 19?0}.

"Litarsture of the NSFA People : A Tritical Survey' (Amrits Bazar

Patrika, fApril 25, 1971} = both Ge3. Benerjes.

Then, to come 10 customsry laws, socisl changss, special



= 2

They are ¢ *Traditional Way of Administration of Triminsl OGath 4in

441 Soeiety {Arunachal Mews, April 1977) by Ushong Sring; astomary

Laws of the Adis of Srunachal’® (Sohulings, North Dengal Inive Law

P

Tollege Jourmal, 19653-858) by Be %. Banarvjesz, *Function Oroanisation

in the Adi Society’ {Arunschal Mews, 1973) by Yo A. N2iker; ‘Popula-
tion Studies and Living “onditions of the Tribes {n the Padam and

Minyong Arsss of Avor #ills of Assem’ (Bullstin, Dopitte of Anthropo-

ol

logy, Ve 73 Mo. 1, 1393) by ¥. H. Sengusta; 'Padams’ (NEFA Informa-

tion, Ucte 1971) by Mading Pertin; 'The Mgle of “oman asmong the

Padam Teibe' (T2 karen of Indis, Ve &, 1933) by Y. Thoudhurys

*Soeial Thonges evong the Adis’ {Tribe, Ve VI Noo 3, 1282, Udsipur)

by H. ¥ary 'Adis of Arvunachal® (The MHimalayas, ode S. M. Thaube,

Dolhi 1953) by S.S.0snerjese, 'Sdis of Avunachal : A& Bpiaef Styudy of

the Past and Prosent® (J.G.0. Mational Seminar papser on Sastarn

Himalayas I Dapartmant of History, Viewa Bharati Unive Apvil I2adl,
'hdi Soelety and Literasturz in Transition' {Pines, V. 1 Part 1,
shillong 1971} and, 'Som2 Rzflections on the Tultursl Channos and

Socisl Sete=up of the Adis of Tu-day’® (Seminar Paper, HEFA Tageareh

Centra Along, July 1B7¥0), all thres of the last by Ge%e Bonerisza. It

¢ -

is indeid oacouraging to note thet with the passage of tim2 more such
buoks and asrticles by individual writsrs, government departments and
saclal institutions are constantly being cublished, thereby lamansaly

gnriching the present subject of study in o suntinuous flow, = ardless



and gver incroeasing.

1:3. Szthodology followed.

The prosent study has adopted a combination of tradi-
tional historical mathods and the modern 2upiricsl mathods of the
social sciences. The histurical date havebeon ohtained from tha
library scurces as well as archival materisls and govsrnment reporis.
Sacondary sourcas from the writings of the forzign snd Indian
scholars and exparts have alsu baan consulted.  These bord data
havae beon supplamented by percestive data gathered frowm intefvi@ws.L//
structurad and unstructured sugsstionnairzs, Faca to face discuss-
ions, and informal talks with Adi commoners, students, ofEicarsAanﬂ
governmant axpearts. Firstehand date have basn cbbained from surveys
and participatien as obsarver in the life and culturz and political
procass of the Adi tribaz in as many Adi villages, big and small, _
major and winoy, of the Sisng distriect, as possivia. And tha2 sume
total of all this has been presented concisely infthe'Chapters that
follow. The purpose antd result of this sre expected to be the
aﬁtainmant4@? a close information and unsarstanding about the Adi
tribe, their land, thair past history, their sosisl, political,

literary and spiritual practices and tha events hapoending in their

]

region in the presant timas. Thoese are the mattars dealt with in
the following pagas of this dissertation and tharchy an attampt has
basn mada herz to undertake » fulleseals and sll-ssbrasing study on

tha AdL tribe in a single campus.
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i:6. Chaptorwiss Summary.

: A single cursory glancs at the deteiled table of con-
tents will be nulte 2ncugh o unfold and summarize the mattérs'
dealt with in individual chapters. Chaptar One serves a3 the
introductory ground for the whole dissertation. Tt unfolds the
'main contention of the prasent thesis, objectives of the particu- -
lar study undortakon, the hypotheses or rassareh cuestions raised
and answsred in the later c%apterég ovsrview of the sxisting
literatyre on the subjaet of present study, the methodology
followad in proparing tha dissertation, and thus ushaering in tho

whole matter for a elesr and unambiguous followeup.

The seecnd chapter presents a detailed aceount of the
Addy laﬁd. the Siang distriet, its ¢ecgraphical particulars, and
the Adi tribe - thelr migration, social groups, origin of their
nams, their physical festurss, nature and dress - in short, avary
particular datail about the people undar st@dy and the place thay

live_in.

The third chapter deals in detalls with the socice~poli-
tical foundation of the Adi pecple - the village, the farily, the
place of individual in soclety, the village council snd its para-
phernalia, inter-village disputes, gustomary laws followad by tho

paople and 211 such relevant matters.

Chapter Four analyses in all their ossantiszl features

“the two traditicensl social institutions - the Adi dormitory systzo
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for unmarried boys and oirls and the vital matter of werriage and
all its a2llied detsils. Thus, chapters thrae and four purport to
unfuld averything of importance ra lating to the wiole social psnowa

A Be

In Chapter Flva will be seen a conglomarate sccount of
211 the snually vital matters partaining to the past and present
economic activitizs of the 4riba, the ramarkable eral literaturs of
tha people, and their highly interesting religious, spiritaal, and
suparnetural world whleh governs and guldes evary stap of t weir 1ife

avan to~days

Chapter 5ix frals with the ‘advent of changz anong the
Adis, particalarly betwsan 1947 and 2arly 1870's, the veason and
natuva of the wind of chonge, the reacticn of th2 prople towards it,
the Indian Governmeni's pﬁ]lﬂl?s and attitadas towards Arunachal

and formulation of 3 definite course of astion.

In chapter Saven a detailled account has haen given of
tha growth of Arfministrative machinery in Arunachasl, the torrito-

rial changes and modifications done by the Governmant there, amal-

w2

amation of indigencus traditional and covernmant modes of adminige

ch

rat

)

(173

ye processes, formation of N4IFA inte o Union Territory, and

subsenuontly granting of full statehood to it.

ooy
14

e last Thaptar, the 2ighth ona, consisis of the

sunmary of findings snd concluding observations, followed by a fJ]l
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biblicgraphy on the topic of the disssrtation. ﬁaéh Shapter has
added to it at the snd all the refereneces used in its pr&par&ﬁion
and detailed notes on some relovent issues as moantioned in its
tody, along with aggendic&g; whare necsssary, on saveral specific

rafarenc2s.
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