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Th~e Adi.$, inh~biting tha . .SianQ District. of Ar;Jnech~i' ... 

Pradesh. th1a extrem~ N~rth ... aast~ frontier raglon ~f India, eons~\ .. 
titut<1 ~n .ancient tribe.~ km~wn to bat the old€tst if.md culturellly 

on~ of' the ¥nost at:ht;inetid J:itex;ng the tribss inhabiting this border 

· ~!'~.H-. of our eountry9 a·t,~;twhili3 kno-~r;.-n as Nor-th;._tie$t ttronti~r. 

Ag,$ney, in $hC?t, NSFJ'\.. ~rhe. past history of this trlb~ is 
' 

Ghroud~Jd .in a t,.:,.J.ek ilist of 7agu~n~~$S and v£I::ry lit.tla is 

definitely kn~wn ab'Qut tht~ origin., migration and gradual develop-

ment of ·tho pacple bii!tfol'o th~i.r firra~. s~1ttl~~~nt ,in)iiang ~is-

i~rict. A f,!Jll-$r;t~l~ st'i.idy of ·this ·trib.:t f;~n·ms an important 

cha.pt1$r in tha ]~ittl$ e~lor·~Vd so.cio-eul·t.u:r$1 and political 

history o·f the North-f.la~J.err• r~uion ·of :r~·idia• 
' 

e.v~n the.·~Jgh it ill\- kr.tewn and undl'lrstood that Arunachal, 

f'orroing; th~ '~'titiJil f~lJ.~· N:Jl"i:h-l:ia$torn extrerui'ty of the country, is 

e hiqhl.y vulnilra:ble t1i'.ld s~nsi.tiva 'b.;."trd4lr ~re~. wher~ an explosi..,oJ 

si ttaaticn e~n com~ up any Jl}Om~nt •. 1 t h~d r~unain~d for n~any years 

in rath<3tr e st.'lt~ of i~H"JJ.J>l'at'H:·~. isolation, constan·t neg;l~ct and 

laek of int.~r;;st in its upli!tmsnt. lt startiZ!d coming into 



thruf::'t in Tibet in 1950. The C--ovtJtnment of India becan1e 

incr~asingly- aware of. its Qr~at r;)sponsibil.ity to. 9tta:td ,this 

vulneitabl-a · axt:remity of tha' country ts border ar~~ from ·rlflling 
' 0... . • 

a prey to the agqressive territorial raljci'tias of' naighbou:ring 

f~r<!ign cou~tr!es... it was f;e.lt th~t serious and sincere interest 

in tha davelopmant ·of this !"·ll9i"n and in the condition of th•:~ 

life or the tribes inhabiting hare was assantial for maintaining 

the tarri·~oria~ int~grity o·f the country. 

Fox-· th·& sttcond tim&· A.runach.al cltmi.l to acquire 

treru~ndous l'l&ti.on~l importanee with the politiel)l a.nd ·mat&tial 
. . '• . 

predicament of 1962. Whllr- Chin3 penetrated f'ar- i~ll'·ard through 
. ' 

The d~nger thus posed to the political stability of thfl 

country was strongly r~lt ~nd from that time started·an alJ:.~out 

atten~pt to do som$thin9 d~ fil"li te snd eonstruetiv\1 for the uplift­

ment of this region and. its._peopl¢'~ · 1\$ sueh, the Government of 

India embarked upon a. w~ll-planned policy of ·p·togr3!.\$ end d(~v~lop-

mant of NSFA .and its pr~ople .. Thi.n yi~lded good res.ul-ts i.n 

course of time ~nd the vklol~ of NSF,~ grathJelly star·ted so,-;ing 

great de'tl&lopmant and alJ.-round mat~rial pr:ogrBss by ·d~firii.ta 

dagraes tY;Hu~ the yuars that f'•lllow9d the great d~ibael~ of 1962. · 

. The thrsct of forei9n intrusion across tha l:.HJrd~~rs is nc)t· yet 

fully ov~r, as th<.t recent Chines;a anero('lchnlant. de-ep. int.-:» 

.1\runach.al will sufficiantl.y show •. · The tribal paopllil o! the 
. ' 
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region who have constantly pined under· ·the improssion that th~y 

have b.e·::.m kl$.pt e.·;.~..ray, ah.1o f 11 sep3r:~ted, snd neglected, from the 

' m~tinstre:am 0 f In~3lan cul tt.n•;;~ as r.mtcosts, may Q.O OlJt ,, r Indian 

geof;political p~riphe:ry by th,~ insinuatin9 temptations of any 

scheming agt;rnt-provoc.;:ltaur at any tim~o To count~!'<'lct any S\H:h 

possible manace and threat to th~~ ~.o,Jntry 's 'territorial into9rity 

and political stability\' 0tlite a lot h.ss 'be'£m. dona for tha d~va1op­

ment of Arunachal; still much aoor.:.'! is to b8 dcme to consolid<it~ its 

position in the poll tic ill map of tha country. The 'lit:iricoatet1. 

. trih<!l population of' the ro,;Jion must b~ made to f~-al thair<due 

place in tha ro~instraam of national lite, thlil:tU<by roc>ting out tb~ir 

~pprahension of b~ing neglect~d and k-apt apart from Othtlr s'tr:Jtf:tS 

of the country by the central govGrnmertt. Honce" (1 $~rious awtire-

nes$ and closa st~.any about the pgople and t.htl pl,,ce, done with an 

amount o! sine;ara and sympathetic conc~rn for their post ho;itel!ge 

and present socio-cultural l.)Od political set up in a spirit of 

brothG~l'hood, coh~sion .:md intll'gri ty. will never go f'ut1~la. 

Th!$ pre~i~Ss cf mut;.,;¢~1 und·?rs·tanding~ id:::!ntification 

and f\::tllo\\ .... feelirl'j sto;~rted sir•c·i'! th.a 1960's. r~.~citerl i t3 GJ~j<JX in 

the early 1970's 'Nith tb'J form~tic.n of N'-::P.t\ .into a Union T(itrri tory, 

and att.ed .. ned i.ts frr.tition in .!987 w.ith the gr.•Jnt of full stat1~hood 

to it. 

of the G{:n,ernman-.& h(:1s .;;lway$ bJr.80 to aecept thd t.radi tiot1a1 soeio­

. political and c:;tl"tu::r!ll heri.t~ge of th~ peopla in e spirit of ras­

p13etf."u1 cordiality t!Od fit it intf) th6 ch-Bnqing b~~k<.)rtHmd of th'! 
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pres ant times. th<3r<:lby trying to ratt1in tho;, best of both. The . 

alternating picturi! of tradition<'il past and changing socio­

cultural and political pattern of' th~ current timLts has thus b-~gn 

the essential cor~~ of our s tucly h11ra • with the Adi trib~ of 

Arunacf~al having b~Nn spQcifieally ehosen and singl~d out on tha 

ground of :U:.s being the oldast and culturally on'& of the most 

adv~ncad. 

Extansion Dlock. Whereas f'o.rmSlrly th~ f.idministrati(:>n v;as mainly 

conce:rtn9d with law .zlnd ordl;lr. to-day i t.s ehiaf pt"a~aecup.ation<;is 

It has tried to bring tha tribals 

· elose into ttv.l main-stream of trodarn life. 

of acc~ss. It h12Js encouraged both Hindi ~nd Assam~s.e to help 

the tribesmen to communicate mor~ ;rs?;dily with the outside wv~ld. 

It hf)S arrang~d on·reguler banis to taka th~ tt'ibal studants on 

tours round 1nd1,C) and sand parties rtagularly to NGw flalhi on 

great occasions. 

and girls to st11dy in various parts of 1ndia. Its officGrs have 

p.anetr\:Jted into th·-~ wilo~st r;3gicms with the m~ssa('].e that beyond 

the hills th9re is a friendly world with a dasi.re t~:~ h~lp ;md 

It .. is 
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for eflablinq th~ tribesman to adjust himself to the ch~nging condi­

tions of pr~sent times. Until ·this -i$ doni~ on th.a basis of t~is 

CtJltural pot~antiality and cultural accessorios. no a100unt of spoon­

f~acling or upli.ftin{J !Tu:HJ6tJr~s are likflly to b® affective~ 

· The gov\lmment f~l·t ·that u~·~ f>atOf)le of N~F4 cannot 

b!l laft. to their age-long isolation rll:lr ean wa laave any politieAl 

vacuum alon9 the f~ontior. W!Ji wish to SilO th.at · th1e p~ople are \~..lll­

:fiid, 9tl,joy ~ happy, h~althy lifa, ha"Je b0t:tar living condition~. 

nee~&s~ry education, b<9tter yields r:rom theit" ri'}lcls and ectt.ag~ 

ind;Jst.ri~$ thro11gh the us~ of. irnproiJ<ld taehni.f.,l;~e.s, ~nd brin9 th~m 

into contact with all the b~~st t.hat modern lndia can 0 rr~r ~nd do·es 

posst.lss. 

TJ1i:) gov~rnment also hop~s to soa as th'-'1 r$SUlt of 

its {itforts ·a spirit of lova onrl loyalty forlndia, without a tr13ce 

of suspicion in tha tribal n1ind that govarnm.Gnt h~s eorna into tha 

trib·al aroas to colonize or ~xploi t~ Ti"H~)·. havtl tc= ba made to 

d.av~lOf:) 8 spit .. it of full inta~:r'ati'iln !l)f mind and .haart with the 

great<&r Indian soci.aty of whicr, tnay t'orw a part and to whose 

i.nfinit~ variety th~y also can meAka thlllir own uni-~ue contribution. 

· .At the seml~tima. it wants to avoid ·the dan;Jax-s o·f assiwd.l.ation ~ncl 

d~tribali2at.ion which bava degr-!lded tribal eoiDl-nuni ties in oth·.i r: 

parts oF tf.};,; vrvrld. The tnost s~nsible way to achi~ve sll this is 

by f'ollotAJing the middle p.lth tvat•v~~n doing too lit:tla· and doing too 

mueh- th~ \'\lise P?liey so aff'eetivilly ·rollcn~i:!d in Nar-t.:. und-~r thl1i 



'\N;.l$ that wa h·sve to r~frain from interfering v1ith th>::dr c:\..tstcms, 

practices and tr;sditions. At the s.ametim·3 W3 l'H'lV~ to t.~.~lp tham to 

grm•J according to thilir 0'114l gantus .and culture and nothing \\.'ould b0 

il".ore unfortunate than t~ try to impose o-urselv<9s upon Ua.9tn in any 

way •. 

mJestions in the mattar of policy-malir.ing r.;aga.:rding the tribes and 

' 1) making sciv~m':lS for.· devaloproent. w~lfarei .t'i1liaf t::nd i$Xpansion: 

1. !Nill the sch~me help th~ tr..i.b~Smlln to grow according 

to thoir own 9enit.1~ sncl t:!"<-tr.~ition? 

2. Will its result b~ mgrely to sh.~po them accorc!ing to 

our own image or li.k!!ness ,.·:mcl impose on them our pa:r.t:i.cuJ..ar v1ay of 

3. Will i:t t~nd to m.rlko of thJ trib,esrnen ~ second - r2tn 

cvpy of O<Jr~.H~l vas? 

4~ ~~1111 i·t uproot the trlbal people ·from thii};t~ 

surroundings and m~kr3 th"m grt:'!! soft and tlm~ lose 8ome of tl!?.lir 

f ina qual i ti,i:s? 

5. Is it opan to tho er1.tieism that i.t is grossly 

presumptuous on our. pil'll't to ~~pproach th~ tr:lbesman \~Jit.h an ai.r· of 

superiority or to tall them wh!i·t to do o:r not to do? 
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6. Will it in'IJolv~ too rapid a process of acc:.lltur~ 

ticn or, in othor words., arc ~ .. ,;.a trying to go too f,~st? 

tribes by too many projects" each gocH'f in itsHl f, but in th·~ 

aggrege)t.~ imposing too hllavy a burden? 

a. Will it impair or d~stroy in any way the sal f­

reli,!1nca of the P'!I.'\Jple? 

- . 

9. 1 s it really_~ on long-t~rH1 basis, f\:>r thG ul tim-~tt) 

go11d i) f the tribesman, or is it simply som,~tr•ing t.hat \•Jill make a 

goad show in the press or .an official report? 

10. Will it, in the cass of NHP,>\, help to int~g:n~te th<"'} 

Tha little bits of informaticm about the peop1~ of th'~ 

Adi land that have come do'!.·m to us from British ~~xplo:r.?rs, tr~-

These hardly 

periods. Hencm the major objective of the present study is to 

prGSl'mt a f'IJ}l e:lCCOUllt dbcu·t the soeic-culttU"'al-political­

lit:r:r.rn'y set ap of the l\di p8ople that. had b~en followf~d by ti?~m 

tbrough-th~ ages~ 
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This primary objectiv~ necessarily entails a dQtailacl 

study o.f S'<l)ve:ral unavoid.3ble social. cul'tt~r.al and pol.itieal ~sp•!cts. 

Thay ara subsidi.ury re(!'Jisit9S witi.ch are immtms~~ly needed for a 

full, all-round !Study of the subject, and without them the primary 

objectiva cannot be effectiVQly supplamentad. Honea, fi:rat a 

of t.ha ,~di p~plo anrl th~ place thay liv<S~ in. 

has bee1n made to discuss th>3 vital socio-political factors and 

institutions that ha\le beeome inseparabl..;o from th-9 vi.iry existence 

of the Adi community. After t~--;at th0 eooally unavoidable and 

Gs~cmtial factors of thrl ~conomie. litarary &nd r~l igious pi;jraphar­

nal.ica without Whieh no human society can proe~cd h.nv·.~ ~Nen t~k9n 

into consideration. 

~~di life and soci!')ty sine;~ their awa.J~onin-g in the naw l!'.orning of 

th~. Indian indap-cmd~nee from British rule hav~ bean prohii!d into 

steps t.:~ken by th\l Centr,3l. C'OV·3Trui1~nt ror an (J!Al-out d~v~lopment 

of the r<lgion. whicli culminated in its att~i.nm,;mt of full state-

hood n~s b&~n attempted. 

ba the most as:H.mti<'~.l step for an all-round study of thf: p.ast and 

pras~:.a'lt of t-\cli culture and soei,~ty. All tha obj~ctivcs of t'."':i.s. 

study becom~ cl'~~ar ~1nd well-definad that <rJ~y. th~t":aby justifying 

tr~~ aptness and sug\[;€H>tiv~noss of the~ titl~. 



ci tly fzdthful adhttr~H\CG to and st.:t-ong love for tha tr.adi tion of 

old in VJV"lrt:y sph·8:r.e of lif~ <Snd society. . A perc?.ptible sniiitch of 

disruption occarr~)d in that phi:!nor.h:::n~.H'l th..arin~1 th~ 11.Md.y st-~tg~s of 

tf1eir ccmtii!Ct with the B.rttish and nlor~ strongly sir"iee th9 post-

tically sp~\Hl~dng, tbera is ~ gr~r.1t d,~al of inter&st in trmir. tradi­

tional polity BS also in th€1 lster adm:lnistrati ve ctwng:e$· 'A'O:rked 

cut by th~ govarnru9nt which ushork§d in a new era in tha Adi lemd 

1: :;.;. Hypothes~s or nasearch rJu:;;stionso 
--~ Ill ..... ..... •* ';-- ..... 

The main pu:rpost1 of tha presi3nt diss~rtation \'till be to 

raise a numb~r of r~l~~vant r."~ussti.ons ~nd to m.akil an .srtt.empt to 

S'-iltl vas lj"?t'il.y from contact with outsiders and confine themselves . 

solely trlithin th~ limits or their ag>~o1d tradition? (2) \;vhy did 

th~y srHiteh over to the 1-t-lt;ar ehnnges vtlieh v.rer;! in gr81.~t contrast 

v.:j.th the f'or.mer $tag<l? (3) What '1.'\;1&9 trio 9Xact nat\U';(! of.' relation 

eh~nge •3nd dav!!lopm~nt of th~ are&l in order to consolid.3t$ tha 

adroinistr.;ltiva machinery? ( 5) How did t~€l matt:'lr st~nd at the t.ime 
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of India •s lndeps:~nd~ncf:! in l~l47 and wnat was tho attitude of the 

central G~w0rnmant towards the t~ibl2l$ of the ragion in respact of 
' . 

policy-making? . (6) t'\ll}re any effeetiv'i:l changes brought over the 

plaea and paople in tha eontaltt of 18to:r administrat:l.va- and politi­

cal necessi·ti::Js? (7) Y.Jhich way ar@l they moving nov.r tlnd how .doat 

the situ9ti.on stgnd at ·present soeifllly ancl politic~lly? 

On the Adi t.rib~ &s .n whole. ·taking it f'rcm all pf3r.spee-

t.ivas, there. have ·not so far been many studies. ~rhey may ba ~!t·lUt~~~ 

grouped into two· eatf!gories : ( 1) .Tho aft that are. tr11at~d as p'f'iiDary 

sources of inforn1atj.on, from the Briti.sh administr<.1to:rs- and m.U.id 
. . . . 

tary offic~rs- in 'ttl;a l~bor Hills, as thG> ar'~el ·.r,as cal .led at that 

·tima. all of o/:~hich w~ra wr~:tton t-1nd pablisha~ between la:l~ .~nd 1923 · 

~md• (2) thoso by Indian SCI'lolars. tra-a'ted as s;;cond.ary ref'::Jrane9s. 

published dur:lng t.he last i~hi:rty yraars, alonq with the vario:Js pub­

lications on the· ./\dis b}' the C':ovammant departments and ind3.vidual 

sehol.ors in th~ form of jo:Jrnal articles. 

(2) 
Al~st all the wr~ .. tlngs of the Ux-it1sh authors ~r?J. 

accounts or tel":r.itorial, oce!,Jpational and punitirva ·3Xpeditions- very 

usef\.xl ~rks nona·thaless - ?.t.ll:'lich ';d.vil! us occ.t~nional. pa·tehy accounts 

of soma f'ncets or other about the Ad! ptlople. their l<!~!nd. ,~nd th?.ir 

cult•xr.e olnd soc:t~ty. Some of th•Jm -C(J~mbine ~x-plcn•;;:r~~iv·a aeeounts· of 
1l.... .J d .r-..1 • 1 ' ~~oth at.'Jven't.-,.srous an-. soeJ.ot, og:tca. import, occasionally dr.n"'dncy a 
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eompar.~tive study_ between. the Adis .and some- othllr tr.ibas of the 

rl!g1on. · Mmit of th:J writin?-s by British and other Suropean offi­

cers are, rather handiefipped by the individual wr.itt.Jr's pet'sonal 

fads, sps~ific need of thao. occ£)sion1 raci~l bl~s, anr.:I s0. rvicsp 

constraints. H3nce ~heir acc·<HJnts have not much uniformity and 

unprejudicial approach to .the matter, despi.te all their mG:r.i.ts as· 

having been f'aseinatin~h E.~txplorativ~ ·and pionaeri,ng ""~)rl~s on thg 

On ultimota analysis, ·they parhl3ps fail to pr~sant all-

of primary rafaronc~, th~~J following may be r{Jf'errad to in ~reat:n· 

de·t.ails. 

. . ' 

'From c.apt~in a.r •. nalton wa· h~ar first abotJt thll ·"dis 

in his two writint~s -- 'On th•il JA11ris and f\bors of Assam' (J.A.s.u. 

v. Xl.V, 184~) 19nd, •corra-spondence and Jo~rrv1l ••• , of a visit to 

a elan oi Abors on ·tha Dihong Riv,:1r' (Selection from the Records of 

! n thesl3 t.wo 

pioneering acteounts he -writes about his First impr<lsslon on th(i 

J\cli land and gi.vos his vi!~~JS on their charactlllr, dress, hair-styla, 

ornament, tattooing and such el~mentary matters. 

N. M. T<:riek w~o \l.rrot:l ·tna fasein.ating pS.aea, 'An ~ecount 

of a11 Sxpadition Among the Abors in 18'l3' (J.A.s.s., v. 9 •. 1913) 

gav'il det~ils or the axpadition and his vi$it t.o th~ Padam art.Hl of 

Adi region, along vd th affusivo accounts of his· views on Adi charac­

ter, physical t'.J8turas, dr::3ss,. l"tair styl.a, ornaments and tattooin~. 
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Next coma~ G.U.~1. nunb,9r \'ti.th his Northy pi~ca of 

writing 'Abo:rs and G.;,llongs.' (Mgmo1rs t1f A.s.o. v.v, 191~1"1) 

·which attempts to study t,di lifa an(,i CtJltura mora daeply, recor­

ding his wall-oblfH>r"t3d views on 1\di character., drgss, physie~l 

their vilL:H}es, cane bridge, taboo in food intake. r.·!a then goes· 
. . . ~ . 

~v~n dllepar and deals· with their $ljiritual world, the tlvil spirits .• · 

thair id0a &bout· the f'ath_G_r of mankind, fortn of spirits, and 
. .-<-:,:' 

propiti~tory rites. 

and l~C19~}nds and att.empt.~d to substant.iate his findings through a . . 

study of those oral 1nythieal narrative~. 

forerunner of alwin 's f'ormi~able Myths of NE.FA. compiied in 195e. 

,. 

t:ary sketehes of the Adi tribe •. For example, .1. Butll:lr in his 

·~. Skateh of Assam~._V1-th. soma A~,~~~mt of the Hill Tril;!~.! (tondon, 

1847) writes only about eharaeter, drass, ha:b·-style and ornan\ents 

of tha. Adis. ,~. ·Gill~ in his 'An Account of'. an B.xpedition Among. 

the Abors in 1853' (J.R.A.S.B. Vol. IX, N.s. 1913) deseribe5 th') 

axpedition and its military cons9Quanees primarily, with one or 

two eommlln·ts upon the gi:!ri~ral Adi appaaranc!l and natur-3. A • 
. . '-

'HaWJilton's book ln Abor Junqlas.'(London, 1912),. H. I. Halliday's 

'Th~~ .1\bors o.f Azsa~' (t1nited ·:3n!e'ir~. V• XIX. 19:2B)e and fi. B. 

Hore 's v.t~oort on Aqor Countr:t,. ( Slml~!li 1913) d!.1al in genttral. with 

Adi·martial. charact~r., the ·action of their: poisoned arrow thoir 
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epp~a:remes.,. v~lian~. · natti~. dress. ornam~nt. ant! adventurous. 

surrounding of th~'# .region. 

-
Adi life from three vi\'itlllf-points. N~~dham•s ~!feor!f. ~n, ~ ;rr!e ... ~12. 
·th~ Abor Hill$. lBB4 ( Shillong, l89r>) is i!lfl adv0ntu:ro(JS .r.;ccount of 
--~~- l. •• ,-·'*'•"~• ¢1MI , ~ 

a _hazardous ·trip into: the interior,. 'tt~th all its alli~d int;l1l··~dient$ 

of n~rr.a)·t.iv{:.t eharm., fie-tion,ll intarast !Jrtd ·~lemantary surf'ee~ 

· 9bsaNation_ of Cllen and mar.t"Hl!"S• .Similarly, 'A Jo.um~Yf i.n·t.o tha 

.f.mor Countr)\' ( g~9~raohieat Journal, V. Ji,XXV'l'-3. I • 19.11) by n. iv1. 
. . . . . 

Lumscl.;1n h~s all the ch>'li'ID of ~ travelogua oF achulrrt•Jl'a combi.nfld 

with ~n i.nnuisit:'LV·'l visitor·'s intar~.:tsting viet-'ls on th~ p-9opl~ and 

thioq;s ha s~es •. In th~ Sf/liD& way,· l\.a. t.indsa},~s:. *t!:~tpedition 

·e.g;d.nst the•~hors .• 1911-12' (~rm;t .. Rr~vi.e~ \!. J.V. l9ll) 9i.vos a. 

throbbing account o~ a tough mil.it~rv t~Xptld:i.tion which m~ant to 

b:ri,ng the ;f(•nsmy un~~r full ec;mtrol and has thus 1 i ttle int<lrost as 

of thi;l Aho~Miri L<1Hl:;:n.te)G.a ( Shillong. 1910) h.~s all tho y,~luG of an 
oQR:fifJ , W · p- . ,...,..., •• ?f''IIMIMSIII ~ •r ~ , , ' · 

. aead~mie v.,<ork un a lingui.s~ie s·>Jb.Jee,t which bi#comiis i2uaensaly neee• 

$Sary tQ know the ~\cli lan(JU~ga. Last, bt.lt fMlt tna least. a~ng 

a~u·opean Wl;'lters on the , Ad!s. mt!ntion mus·t b~ m~d~ o-r P. E·1illing­

ton, \:"l~hcs~ book On the ·rraek ·or the Abor (London. 1912} haJs ~11 the 
' '"'JCWArR1111"'$' ~Wtil. .• -~· J su;c . . 1 

el<i!imants of' advarrbJri9, heroism and d~ngerous -axplorDtion of-.~ man-

hunting expt'tdltion in the interior ~f' an enemy eotJntJ:<y. r·t h.::ts 

thus more of fictional interest and .adventurous tascination to .a· 

reader than of ~'lny strictly aeademie utility titS giving· an unpreiju-
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diead view of the life and eociety of thli Adis• 

_.g; 

Now to coma to ·the othGr category of _writin~s.- bcoks 

and journal articles, on thel Adis, constitu·ting: ·t.hl! secondary 

s.ourc·e of r~~f'<~~~ .. :ne~ and \\Tittan by scholars in !nd.i.0. Frankly 
- '. 

Sp$~king~ most Q£' .t!1& lndi~n $ehol.ars hav~ taken the \mcla of 

No:fth-t:~st India as tha subj~~ct of th@ir study &nd as such for a . 
. . . - . 

sp~cific study on t~v~ .t\di ti-ib·~ of Arunachal they era not or tr.Uch 
. . ' 

and eultur~ of North-Bast India, they al"e indeed val;J,:~ble but ,they 

ha!'dly touch Uj')OO the cultura and sc>ci~ty of ·the Aclis in details• 

.. (3) 
Among ·SUCh books, . m~ntion must be macil) first, of 

\farrier Elwin ~Mho i.s the author of &s many as seven books on thG 

. North-Hast ~ront:i.Jlr of l.nd:lch ,~r!larig th~m Myths~.o~ .. !!~.r!:h-t:a~~ 

~ronti+:itr ot !.ndi.a ( Shillong. 19;)8) t?ll"ld Nr3w IDook of Tr.lb-31 F:ietion 
WO"'II1lll • 1 r r ~ _... • 'CJirl CilrP • •• ... .....,... 11 . • • --

(Delhi., 1970) artt eoll9ctions of tribal myths and leg~ods, incliJ-
' Among his other boo~s. 1 ndia 's North-

mnnzq JB' ftJ l:f"""' • ..,..,. 

·. ·_. ··~~· 

.§!S!t Frq~J~ixl' in tha.}J,in~1:G1tn~hcent:;Zr:t (nomb~y._1959) ,is a histo­

rieal acco;~,.nt or t\lorth-East Fronti;~r during the f'i~$t-half o~ 

British occupation and rulo thare, -.\thil·e. t!Gffi(H!racy·,in i'•HFA 

(Shillong, · i96:.l) is a study in the political progress of th~ ~agion 

during thFJ Congr~ss admlnistration there upto the mid.- 1960 •s. In 

th!;l sam~ way, !' .. ?.h~!o~ehr f~r Nta~ ( Shillong 19~9) ehalks out _in 

details the Cll}ntral gov~rnm~nt 's polie~es f·ollm<~1ed 1n N'!JF/1. for 1 ts 
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' 
all•round th~v,llopment. touehini~ upon all. ft~cets o'f tribal lifl£! ii$Od 

. \ 

society there. Lastly. Th~ Art of thtl North-East Frontier of India 

( Shillong. ·1959) traeas the rich heritag~ of h~ndicrafts and fine 

arts of Ni!PA. th~ Adis, of eou-rs~. · nG\N~r bi;ing left out. 

turong oth.-:r works~: m-il!:$0~-~f:_!t~~ .. ~~rly.!iie;to..ry: of 
. ' . ' 

, Arunachal Prnd~sh · (Shillong, 1973) by l .• N. Chakraborty ; british 

?ol~~-~! .fiorttr~;!St, Front~~f ~f' !p~ia (London, 1970) . and T!,!!.Notlh­

.Sast Frontier. of !ndi.a 186:!)-19l4 (ealcutt.n. 1978), - both by n.p. 

Choudhury; f:r.~~ish Pol?--ey on th~ .·~?f,P. -::. a~~t F'£0nti~r of Indin 

~~~ hi8@! (London, ~970) by s. Gup·ta ; an~:~o~~~!,t:.Jtf?fJ~.!. ~1ri~ · 

Adrninistr.r>ti,Y.~.9towt,h_q! NS~~ (.Shillong, 1971) by P. l'-5. Luthra .... are 

all histor-ical aecoants of_ tho.political and administrative growth 

of the ragicn in course of the last one hundred, and fifty y:!Jar:s. Ori 

the other htind, !!!Qer~!!~~ l?!;O~i;.i!,!!. (Olrford~ !9·83) by Wo f.i.ustomji; 

P:r.cbl~m of thJJ Hill Tribes : North-3a9t 'Fronti~r : A critical 

t-tnalysis (Gauh.ati. 1970) by H. K. BatpliJjari; and !;iil.l ~~+,~.t~c~s in 
~!th•Sast .. India (C arlcutta 1973) by, s. K. (':haube t1r~ sign! flc~nt 

stud~.iu! 'in th0 political gyov:th of" tho -vlnol~ N.orth-t!ast, tr1~ vario:.ts 
' I ' 

t1rerid$ .• ~nd mov~m~nt!.? occurring thara rlu:r:i.ng the last thir.ty yr~ars · 

or so, and the intrieat(!. political problems. coming up thera in the 
. . 

r~cent f>iJS·t, that haY~ \l«>rked major C:hangas in tb(). funetion~ng of 
- -. Along_side with · th~se vol~Jmes., 

.§2~;9-:-.aconom~~ S~t!'!l.;~f .~runac~~l Pradf:lsh (~niv. o.f' Gauhati, !976) 

by s. D • .Jha; Arunaeh.al Panoram:a C'Shillong, 1973} by .J11 N.CtHJ>Jdhury: 

·~ft!~\> 
. ~!lf,~'TI~ U~lit!l~ 

.l..t JJ:!l ~· ~;t: If! i'JK~IJ; 
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Oub~:y; O~mogr(3Phie and Socio-Economic. Pr-ofiles nf ttHl Hill ~rrH~s of 
......,_, .......,.~ . """,,._.,, l!"ll'lii"'P" T m............- ••l'lf - .. _.,,. • t ... 

r~!th-t!ast India (Pelhi. 1970) ~r:d . .l!!~agratad Ar~!!-·~Perq~c!1 ~o 

t.he Problems of the Hill•TribGs of North-::~st J.nd~~a {Simla, 1959) ,-

·whole of North-Sast.tlrn lndia ·t.~ken toQ~Jth~r. and the multifarious 

probliliU1S and chang~l!s occurri.ng to the 1 ife ()Od soeiarty of th~ 

tribes inhabiting therg. 

On tha Adi trib~ of Arunaehal, thwra hava haan altogether 
(4) . 

four studies so !ar. Adis of North-/i~Sst•;:,:rn Frontier l\q,\iney 
- • J F -· 'IP"«F W 1 A,.,_....._ .... ~ P 

(tl~lhi Un1.\r. 1967) by s. N. ?u:>y is a ·vary signific~nt scei.o-eulturecl 

work of much prom.tseo ~I) :~S)its.t:~eom~t~"t or ~h~ Agiq (Shillimg, 196:>) 

by Sachin Hoy is rather a work on anthropological 1:-tpprcaeh~ done . 

.1sJ!.~.~ligi2!l (Shillong, 1972) by J. N. ~houdhury is a handy velum& 

·touehin~\ upon th'l :rf>lligious and sr)i.ritual aspects of' the Adi lif~ 

and dr~ws & comparison batW(Jan the Adi raligion and th& Ve-dic cult .. 

Lastly, ~t~~p t!~!'.Qf! (Shillong, 1964) by n.So <llJha d~-rdllls at length 

on the i'T;oshup <t;nd nashenq. or th1~ dormitory syst<Ztm for boys and ...... 
gi:rls. ona of ttv; most vital social instit,'.ltions uf the .!\distil and 

eompil~ls tb.e m~ths ;;nd l>lg<H'id$ pr·'.fva:tling on the· matter in th~.ir. 

oral li'iterertur~. 

\Nu.e_ (~) 
~ other essentiAlly allied books P.ll"'':l thflra. Tha ,... 
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S&chin ?.oy which $tudia-s in substantial details th~ socio•cul turBl 

lifa of t.ha Padam and Minyong sections, tha tv,ra most representa­

t.iv4l, culturally tho most progresslvo, histot'ic("jlly the olde$t, 
t 

and the most respi.\lct~d :i.ntD :r:ns or aristocratic hari t.-3ge. The 
J . . 

other bt:h>k is Mf!¥~ of th~ Shimonqm. of th·~ Upper Siang ( Shill.ong, 

1965) by T. K. f3hattaeharya.. Shimongs ar•2 knoV<.rn as th9 third major 

and most ;)ChH}nead SB1etion <Jff!Ong. tht~ Adis. The autho-r giveas a l'O\.U'ld 

picture of this particular St3oti.on and collects thil- myths ~nd 

legends prevsiling on them. The tr,ird book is Our ?·estiv~ls ..l •• 'II'C!WIW~ 

( Shillong, 196D) by r~'· N. Bnrdoloi, tNhich disc1Jss~s. the major 

fe~tivals of tha Ad;ls alc.m9 wl.th the m~ny oth•7.ir festhmls of" Jnclia. 

!t has thus ~Mite t.m amo~mt of importrm(Ze for the purpose of st.u-
' 

dying tha Adi r<'lligion and h4~nce s~.H"V'lS as a helpf.\al con-.panlon-

volumll in an an':!uiry into tha socio-cultural sat llp of th9 .f\dis. 

arl)) not many in n\!nriber11 short articl:as and papers publish~d in 
. (6) 

journ~ls and maga:zit'\115 are- nuite plentiful. Thay touch upon 

V(ll"1Cus faC6.JitS of Adi life ~~nd cultt.~re and havil t;;:; btl r.egtlrded with 

·some serious att~ntion. 

but '-"'han t.h9 tot3l mass of th0m is taken into aeco'<lflt and put to­

g;}th<:gr, they giv~ us .a fairly f!Jll pictur~J of t.!v~ whole Adi tribl?) 

in all its-paraphernalia. 

On th!! origin and migrati.on of th* Ad is, T .tc. Sh~tt.~ehar­

yya 's articla, 'The Adis : Origin and Migrati,lln' {Pl.n~s, v.J p~rt 
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3, Shillong 1973) and that by \n. c. Nigam, '.Abors and Myths of th'llr 

on_their place of 

h~bitation end physical st:ruetur~ ·two individ';lal artieles .are· avail.-
. . 

able; the first is 'Habitatio.n of the Adis of th<! Siang Frontier 

Division• (y~ntaJ:l!.~! v.v. No. _3, J'uly 19!;7) by Nilima Roy~ and the 

second, 'The Sody-Sail.d of the l\bors' (Bulletin9 .P'f~~,!ttr.-~nt of 

!!ntht£e.olo91,, 'tJ. 2 No. 2, 1953) by , saeh1n 'A.cy. on th$ K~b ang_ and 

ti~~- political str~Jctur~ of 1\di soeiaty, some papers are available. 

Tnay are : 'The f~obang o,f th~ Adis • (N5FA Information, Ooe. 1967, 

Shillong) by Oshong Sring : 'The Kab.ang of' the Adis : lts Nature and 
" . .- . 

- - . 

Funetio~s • { ~~&min!r ~apar·, Himalayan St~d.ies Peptt., North B•C?ng~l 
' - . - ' ~ . ' 

Univ. April 1984) by o. s. nan~Jrjea: Poiitieal Structura of the A.di 
- . 

Poopla of Arunachal Pr~de$h. (Quarterly J'ourn31 of toe.al Sel f'-C"~vern-
. . . -~~~~~---------------------------
m.rnt, April-S(!pt. 197!)) by P.A. Gogdi; &nd, •r.rom Tribal Kaban to 

National nemoeraey ~ {.Journal of the NSI~ssq. V• 'II I No. 1 •. 1979) 

by n. N~ Panclay. · 

Th(:t dormitory systl!m of th~. Adis. !:!!!uue and B,!slJ.!t!S.• 

and their marriage ayst~m, hsv~ ~bout th>jm a host of". articles. They 

ar(t: 'The Abor Moshupp:!!ls_ a Trt9ining C~lntr~J for the Vouth(~nyaJat!~ 

\1.1. No. 4, .19~3) by_n._ S. Guha: 'Traditional Fai_th and il>Jli~E B~hind 
,· . - . . ~ 

Moshup • (NfaF,£.\ Inf'ot-mation, Nov. 196G. Shill eng) by T. R\lkbo; 'On 

Oal'e-·Rashang System of the· Adis' (NE:~A Infol'mation, July 1969). by 

Oshong f.!ring; 'Mosnup of the • Adis' (N::~FA Inf'ormation. Oet. .1969) by 

Talom Gao; 'Dorrrlitory System in the __ .Adi Soci~ty of Arunachal' 

(Seminar Pae-~t:~ t-Iimal3yan Studies f)aptt., North Bengsl Univ. Jul.y 
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1983}. ·and 'Moshup and ;iasheng of the Adis : Their Mythic{c~l. Religi­

ous and Social nectwround' ( Samina:r. Panar. ibid· March. 19&5) ... both 
... ~ u .... c.~ 

by G. s. etana:rji!:G : 'Marrlaga System of ·t~e .~dts • (NEF'A .!nft..rr.~Jt!:!?.!l• 
' 

Aug. 1970} £tnd 'Adi ·N\arriage and Divorce' (ill2.• s~Jpt. 1970} ~\both 

by O$hong S:ring. · \
1

. 

Af·t.,;;tr this w~ eom~ to matters or feod, l'ast.im'l and reli-

gion. On these ~1 so artiel~$ are ~ui t~! a rew in nutnb~J.r.. They. are: 

•community Huot.ing ~nd 'Fishing of' the Mis' (~runachal Nows, ~eb. 

1973) by Oshong Sring; 'Shiftin~ Cultivation Among th@ Abors' 

(March or India, V. ){1, 1953), ~nd, 'ArJricultur~l Organization 
' 

Among tha Abors• (ift;!~let_in._J?~e~t.: oJ_Antllf,EEOlog!• v. Ill No• 2, 

1954) - both by t3.·#;. Gohain; 'Coneapti.on of the StJp\lrnataral· ,~\Wong 

the. Ad1s • • (Pines, Vol. I Part I, Shillong 1971 ), by .1. N.Choudhury; 

'Solung' (~ lnformation, .~prii 1968) by Oshong Ering; 'Medicine 

Men of' Abor Hills' (•rimes of India, Oct. 2~. 1959} by s.s.Guha; 

'neligio:Js aeli~fs and ~ltual Practices of the Mlnyong Abors' 

(.-\nthropes, v.· XL!\/• l9e.4, ~) by r:.v. F'urer- Haimendrdf. On 

.Adi myths 3nd lit0rature ~lso. there ar& some .articles as : •Mtthuo : 

r-aet and Myths' C!i~'! .. ~ In.~o-x1D!1fion. June 196a) by Oshong Sring; 

'Myth$ of thll Adis of Siang t Their Social and Liter&ry !mplications' 
' ( S~\'fiinat Pae~r, [Jqptt. of Anthropology, Gauhati Univ. ~ee. 19_70), 

't.i t~.n:~tare of' the NS?.t\ t'~~wple :. A ·-:ritieal Survey' { Amrita Bazar 
-"'• . 

Than. to come to eustomary laws, social chmngss. special. 
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and general str..di.:1s - .311 vital metbn:•·s in th~ir o·rm r~spee'tivt.:: 'Pr~y. 
' 

!hey are : ~Traditional Way o· f Admi.nistration of ~riminal Oath in 

Adi Society ( Arur,aehal News. April 19T7) by Oshong Ei:d.ng; '~i,!stom~ry 
~""'" ............. 

Laws of ths .~-\dis of ;t~;.runachal' ( Sphulinq.c) 1 North B~nqal 'Jniv. Llbw - ': 

Colleg•St Journal. 19G5-S6) by G. s. B~nerjer1, 'FunC'tion Or<;;anis,!ltion 

in 'thil' .. {\di Socl~ty' ( Aru~aci·lal N.aws. 1973) by '!. 1\. '1~ik;.1r; 11 Popula­

t.ion :St,Jd:t·:llS and l~iving "·:cnditir.:;ns of tbkl Trlb~s in th~ Pad.~m and 

Miny~:Jng A:rrJas of Abor dills ·~;f 1\ssam' <.~!-Al..l~.:S!!~•. n~~!-· of A_nj:.~~"'2\?2;" 

}.e_cpt .. v. n: No. 1. l9f)3) by P. N. S 1~l'lQU~t.a; '?adams I (Ns,Y.:!\ Infor.ma-
~.. .... ' ......... IIi ......... ~ 

tion. Oct. 1971) by lv-~ading P~~rtin; 'Tha Hola o! ~~ .. ~om~Jn {i)aie•ng the -· .... 

by I<. 'Kar; 'l\dis of 1\ri.anach;,l • (The Hit~,:)~~Y~.!• ed. s. ~~. Ghaubil. 

Oalhi 19s3:~) by G. 5. n,~nerjtee. '-~~Hs of Arunachal : l1. fJ·ri~::f' Study of 

th& P~st and Pr!1sant' {U.G.c. Nik·tio!''H!Il Sl-..litiina:r p:::~p\.i!r on. ~~asb]rn ... ,..._ 

Him.alayas,{Oapartnl~nt of History. V:tsw.el Bharati Uni.v • .11-tp'ri.l l9E9D) • 

'Acli Soe:l,r;jty ~nd Litar.:ft\lra in Transition• {Pines, v. !' P~rt 1, 
lP' -r• 

""" i 1 "' t ... th !1. .:· ,.. "!" -l ' (""' • ;:} ;,t·~ .... l> ... , • :::>OC ·i"B ~>e ""UP Ott .· ;::. i"tOJ.S Ot ~o-•.1ay ;;:'lml.n~r t.· ~2l?&F, r'li:,t, ... f" ··1·:?searen 

Centrr~ ,Along. July !9?0),. all thre\.11 of th~ last ·by G.r:; .• B.&narj;?a. It 

is ind~::;d · cinCo'lraging· to ~..;ta t.hat with the· p~ssagd of t:i..ro·'3 UV..)tcif.f suf:h 

StJCial inst.i.tfJtions ,1lJ'O constantly being ::;nJbli!3-htJ.d, tht~r?}by inm''3ns:;;ly 

l3nriching tha presen·t subj~ct of study in a contintH.hJS flow, - (llrlrlloss 
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The prtJS(~nt study has adopte-d a c.ombination 0 f tr.!i!di­

tional historical m"Jthods and the tr!odern empirical m~thoris of' ·the 

social sciBnces. 

libr;llry sources as w~ll as .:lrchival materials and gov-r.trmnent r~p\:lrts. 

S~condaey sources f'roro the writings of th:J Foreign and Indian 

scholars and exparts hav•z. also b:3.3n consult·~d. Tha:si3 bard data 

struetur-3d .:\lnd unst~ructurad nrt.UStionnair~s., f~c<l tc f.tacv~ disctlss­

ions, and informal talks vii th Arii corr.rr.on·~rs. st~Jdcnts, ~~ ff'it~~J:rs ,;md 

gov.f.}rnm::mt axp~rts. First ... hand d.ata hav(3 bean obt,·!inad f'rom surveys 

and partleipation as obso;rv3r in th~~ lif-:~ G!nd cul tur:::s .:~nrl political 

proc .... ss of th<3' Adi triba in as.mnny Adi v:lllagds, bi~ ~nd srnall, 

major and min..:~r, of the Siang district, as possibl~. 

total of all this has bi3t~n presented concisely in· tha Chapters th.;')t 

The purpos·e and result of this art~ exp•Jctcd to b~ the 

atttJirunt.H\t of. a closi: inforr.natio~ and undarstanding abcJLtt t.ha Arli 

tribe, their l.~md, th0ir. past history. their social, polit.i.cal, 

literary and spiritual practic~s and 'the <:lv~nts happ·~ning in t''vJir 

the follo-.,;dng peg-as of this dissrJrtation and tbar{lby an at~mpt, h,:.~s 

be$n mads her~ to unr:k~ rta.kt3 a full-seal:~ and ~11-emhraeing study on 

trH) Adi tr.lbo in a singlil campus. 
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A singlll cursory gl~nc'9 at tt.e detailed tabl·~ of con­

tt:lnts will (.,~, o, _ _;ite ~nc;Ufih to unfold and $HJmn:tn:·iza the m~JttG>rs · 

dealt with in individual chaptors. Chaptar One s<Jrv:l}s os th9 

introductory ground for the ~\'hoh~ dissertation. It !Jn:folds the 

main contention or ·the pres;;:nt thesis, obj(:}ctivus of thr? part·S.cu-

1 ar study umhrt.3kan. tbe hypothes~s or res.~nreh ~U']St.ions raised 

and answfi!'red in the l~tor c~·tapters, ovsrview of the .existing 

1 itor.at·:..&re on the subjact of present study1 ti'la met~-:odology 

follow~d in pratp~ring th<~ dis!!lertation, anf1 thus ushering in thll 

whole matter for a cl~ar and unambi~1uous follow-up. 

The second ehapt~~r prrlsents !!. d~tailed account of the 

~\di 1 and, th>Zt Siang district. it$ geo~?raphical part1.ctA1 ers, and 

ttv3 Adi tribe - their migJ".ation. social gr(HJps, origin of their 

name, their phyt.dc>Cll faatur,:~s. natura and dr0ss - in short. ::;1-.;ary 

particular d~tJlil about thlil peopl~ und•lr st~Jdy and the pl.!icca they 

live in. 

Thl3 third chapt~r deals in deta.ils with tb:t socio-poli­

tical found~tion of th9 1-VU people - t.he villag~, th~ family, th~ 

pl.3ce of individual in soclet.y. th~ village eauncil and its par,;\­

phern,alia,. int~r-villag~ di.sputas, customary laws follov-!sd- by the 

paopla and all such ralewmt matters. 

Chapt~~r Four analyse$ in all th~ir ess~ntial f,?atures 

'th~ t.v.u trc;ditional social institutions - thi~ .&di dormitory syst.:tm 
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~11 its allied details. Thus. ch~pters thr·ar! and four purport to 

unfold ~~v,~ryth.ing of importan~e r~:latin~..; to th1l whol·~ social pano:r-

In Chapter Fi va will bli seen .a conglomar ate aeeount o £ 

all the a;.·gJC)lly vital matt~rs partain.ing to the past .;1nd prasent 

economic activiti~s of the trit>:!• the r:;,<m.:1.rk.able oral l·it·~rature of 

th~} peopl~. anrJ th~ir highly interestj.ng religious1) spiri blal, and 

Sttpernatural ~uorld which 9ov·~rns and g·.Aides evt:Jry st':l'p of thair life 

·iJvan to-dayo 

1\dis, partic·.Jlarly b<9tW:-;'hln 1947 and ~arly 1970's, th<J reQson and 

natu~ca of t~he wind of change, the r•~iH!tion of ·th~ p;.;opl~ towaros it. 11 

th·a !nd:i.an Government's polici~s and attit.-.JdtlS tot·.J'ards Arunachal 

r30d forrr.:.!lation Q f <3 de fini.t•a eours(} 0 f action. 

In chapter Seven a detailed account has baen given of 

th.~ growth of r\rfministr·3tiva- machinery in ~\run~chel, tha t~lrrito­

rial. ch.,::)nq~s and modifications clone by 'the GtH/>Jrnmun't. th;;·ra ~ amal-
/ 

gamation of indigenous traditional and govornm~nt IT1r;;d~s of ~dminis-

tratl1N p:roc1:lsses, formation of N·:~G'A into a Union Territory, and 

subseQ\JI!Jn'tl y grantin9 of full st~tahoc,d to it. 
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bibliography on th~ topic of tbe diss~rtation. G&eh Ch.1pter bes 

edcad t.o it at th~ i1lnd all tlv1 r~J ti~r-3'nc·~s userl in its pr,~~H\ration 

an(3 dctE~il:j)d notes on soma rr~l"~vcmt issu<}S as mr:i!ntion13d in its 

body, alot'!g with elppendices. whar~ n~cGssary • on se•o~eral speci fie 

re:fSJrancas. 

... Qoall ... 
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