PREFACE

Against the backdrop of the Majestic and awe inspiring Kanchenjhanga and the Himalayan
~ Mountain Range, Dai‘jeeling, the ‘Land of Thunderstorm’, was conceived with a dream — a
mission to create a sanatorium for the ailing and convalescent British soldiérs. In the process of
its creation, the search for that sin%le “T” that stood for Tranquility was replaced by the urge to
promote the three “T’s namely Tea, Tourism and Timber. As development progressed, priority
was given to Tea and Tourism, which proliferated at the cost of Timber. The exploitation of

the forests resulted in what is widely acclaimed as environmental degradation.

Environmental degradation is manifested in many ways, from soil erosion, landslides,
hydrological disbalance, disturbance in biodiversity, to sedimentation and floods in the plains of
the Darjeeling Himalaya. Loss of soil nutrients from the upper part of soil profile has adverse
effect upon crop yield and plant growfil. ‘The loss of human lives and property besides the
immense difficulties caused to normal life by landslides and floods are appalling. The pressure
on the environment by the ever-increasing population adds to the malaise caused by further

expansion of developmental activities.

This study has attempted to identify the various problems of environmental degradation in
Kurseong Sub-Division of Darjeeling Himalaya and make an in depth investigation on the
factors related to these problems. An attempt has been made to study the geological set up,
soil, natural vegetation including water resource and examine how the effects of hydro-
geomorphological processes, climate and process of slope evolution have been greatly
influenced by antﬁropological.processes since the time developmental activity started in the
area. It has therefore, attempted to provide information on a legacy of past events and relate it

with the course of action that need to be followed in future.

In understanding the nature of the problems and the factors responsible for them, some
preventive and remedial measures to mitigate environment degradation have been offered by
- the author with the hope that they may be given some consideration by policy makers,
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planners, builders, administrators and politicians alike, in comprehending the basic laws of

nature before any further developmental activity is taken up in the area.
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