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FFR HAW Carveth Read CT&RA, "Superstition means in common use false heliefs
concerning supernatural powers, especially such as are regarded as soclally injurious and
particulars as leadinng to obscuranitism or cruelty. "Superstition” then, is here used merely
as a collective term for the subject......... Magic - (or the belief in occult forces) and Animism
( or the belief in the activity of spirits)."(¥ @ &9t Melville J. Herskovits JCeICRH,
"Superstitions are, however, but beliefs of which there is no longer a whole-hearted
acceptance. They are practices that are followed without conviction, but with an uneasy
feeling that it will do no harm to carry them out, if by chance we thus get on the good
side of powers whose existence we may at times doubt"(®)
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2R (™9 A, “One of these is the belief in what is known as Animatism, that is, the
notion that every object in the natural world is a living and sentiment being in the same

sense that mnn himself Is."* &)
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(A% T W AT | IR I qEe TE@ T ¥— “A kind of transcendental force, mana is
thought to be the spirit that pervades all objects and things and is responsible for the good
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IR TS A=A, “What is totem? It is as a rule an animal (whether edible and harmless
or dangerous and feared) and more rarely a plant or a natural plnenu-menon (such as rain
or water) which stands in a peculair relation to the whole clan.” ¢ 3 GG @RSt
T=0e 4@ 1. G. Frazer 902, "Totems are at least three kinds : (1) the clan totem, common
to a whole clan, and passing Dby inheritance from generation to generation; (2) the sex
totem, commion either to ail the males or to all the females of the tribe, to the exclusion in
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cither case of the other sex: (3) the individual totem, belonging to a single individual and

not passing to his “descendantS.....o..
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"Birth marks on a baby's face or body are often said to be caused by something seen or
touched by the mother during her pregnancy." G
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A, "The woman of the village wore their hair unbound, and shook and tossed it, So that
by sympathetic magic the maize might take the hint and grow correspondingly long." 09 37
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“Superstition, in common parlance, designates the sum of beliefs and practices shared hy
other people in so far .as they differ from our own. What we believe and practice ourselves
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concept of varna successfully obscured the dynamic features of caste during the traditional or
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of religion adhered to by the Hindus is not well calculated to promote their political
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was man's first effort (o establish contact with the unknown, the hidden spiritual forces, which
hedimly felt to exist and by means of which he hoped to attain his desires and accomplish

matters that proved difficult or too much for him by ordinary means.”**
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