
^democratic Social ism* - Embryonic growth. 

IVhen _£acts change ideas t oo must change. 

- An adap ta t ion from Keynes 



Eric /urthur Blair turned George Qrwell was born at 
Motihari on 25th June, 1903. Motihari is an Indian pos t -
independent provincia l town in Bihar: but par t of Bengal 
Province then . His f a t h e r , Richard Arthur Blair^was a 
Sub-Deputy Agent in the Opium Department of the co lon ia l 
s e r v i c e . The yellow ma te r i a l ' s t rade routes in the present 
day Golden Triangle and Golden Crescent encompassing South 
Asian countr ies was unknown then; the t rade route had been 
among Ind ia , China and Br i t a in . E r i c . B l a i r ' s mother, Ida 
Imelda B l a i r , had French connections which enabled the 
l i t t e r a t e u r Orwell to go to France in search of both 
geneological and l i t e r a r y r o o t s . He was born and brought, • 
up in the genteel middle class which had been categorised 
as 'lower—upper-middle class in Orwell's in imi tab le "window-
pane—prose s t y l e " . To quote him:-

"People in t h i s class ov-med no land, but they f e l t 
t h a t they were land ov/ners in the s igh t of God and 
kept up a s e m i - a r i s t o c r a t i c outlook by going i n to 
the professions and the f igh t ing se rv ices r a t h e r 
than in to t rade . . . . Theore t ica l ly you know a l l 
about s e rvan t s , and how to t i p them, although in p rac t i ce 
you had one, a t most two r e s iden t s e r v a n t s . Theore t ica l ly 
you knew hovi/ to wear your c lothes and how to order a 
d inner , although in p rac t ice you could never afford 
to go to a decent t a i l o r or a decent r e s t a u r a n t , 
Theore t ica l ly you knew how to shoot and r i d e , although 
in p rac t i ce you had no horses to r ide and not an inch 
of ground to shoot over". (•*The Road t o vVigan Pieir"-Longer 
Non-Fiction of Qrwell - Penguin - P.231 ) 

La t e r , t he border l ines between t h i s c l a s s and the c lass of 
Gordon Corastock disappear ' and both merge i n t o each o ther , 
adopting 'decency' as i t s romanticised ' t r a d e - m a r k ' . This wairo, 
decent and deeply human atmosphere of a working-class home is 
cher ished by the marginal c lass of Gordon and 03?well, According 
to Cornstook: 
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"They had the i r s tandards , t h e i r inv io lab le points 
of honour. They kept themselves respectable . . . 
Besides, they were a l i v e : ('Keep The Asphidis t ra 
F l y i n g ' , -The Penguin Complete Novels - P: 599-600). 

The semi-genteel f a i l u r e and the lack of v i t a l i t y as the 
inherent defects of his class, as seen by Gordon,, have been 
discovered through Orwell 's perceptions of his ovm c lass in 
l a t e r w r i t i n g s . Orwell's belonging to t h i s c lass sharpens his 
perception about the c lass-r idden soc ie ty of B r i t a i n . His 
Indian connection, though not a genet ic endowment, but only an 
environmental accomplishment, comes in handy during l a t e r years 
in his pass ionate plea fo r Ind i a ' s freedom in the essay e n t i t l e d 
'Specialism and English Genius' and his l a s t essay, by a quirk of 
des t iny , happens to be 'Reflections on Gandh i j i ' , which de-
canonises Mohan Das Karam Chand Gandhi. The'clumsy g race ' of 
his voice over the Far Eastern broadcasts of the Br i t i sh 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), kept the emotional l inks betv^een 
na t ive England and sub-c&ntinent of his maiden employment. His 
voice got the 'clumsy g race ' when a sn ippe t pierced his th roa t 
in Spain handicapping his speech, to be recovered p a r t i a l l y : 
but the ruggedness had remained. The speech syn thes ize r which 
transforms the d i s a b i l i t y to speak and communicate, was unknown 
then . The popular best s e l l e r , 'A Brief History of Time' by 
Stephen Hawking, is c l a s s i c example of handicapped race 
success fu l ly run by the author with the help of e l ec t ron ic 
medical app l iance . For t ha t mat te r , i f medical science had 
developed the i n f a l l i b l e cure for tubercu los i s by 1951 , the 
world would not have l o s t George Orwell a b o r t i v e l y . 

From an ear ly age, George Orwell, jiremonitively f e l t 
t h a t l i t e r a r y wr i t ing would be his avocat ion. To qyote him:-

"From a very ear ly age, perhaps, the age of f ive 
or s ix I knew tha t v/hen I grew up I should be a w r i t e r . 
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Between the ages of about seventeen and twenty four 
I t r i e d to abandon th i s idea, but I did so with the 
consciousness that I was outraging my t rue nature 
and t h a t sooner or l a t e r I should have to s e t t l e 
dov,nn and wri te books." 

("Why I write '-Collected Essays, Journalism and Let ters 
- Penguin - Vol.1 - Page-23) 

His forages in to c rea t ive wri t ing got s t a r t e d during the 
period of l i sp ing nursery rhymes in the Anglican Convent 
School a t Henley; the tempo kept mounting a t S t . Cyprians, 
His p a t r i o t i c poems on Lord Kitchner hera lding the marching 
English s o l d i e r s pr inted in a l i t e r a r y appren t icesh ip magazine 
were commented upon by Mrs. Wilkes,'whose love-hate r e l a t i onsh ip 
v;as another perception-modelling too l in Orwell ' s l i f e . The 
l i t e r a r y demon defrocked Orwell of his r egu la t ion uniform of 
the co lon ia l pol ice and shipped him West of Suez in Paris to 

the 
go 'dovm and ou t ' among the poor and^needy which enabled him 
to i n t e r n a l i s e the experiences for l i t e r a r y conversion in the 
days ahead, vVhat a con t ras t I the temple be l l s and the sounds 
of the ankle t b race le t s of the eas tern maidens beckoned Kipling's 
heroes and shipped them eas t of Suez, Orwell attempted a couple 
of t r o p i c a l vvrritings in French in the i n i t i a l s t a g e s , George 
Orv^ell the w r i t e r , who as cocooned-up in the case of Eric. B la i r , 
emerged on the l i t e r a r y scene in England v^ith the publ ica t ion of 
"Dov/n and Out in Paris and London" (1931 )• Since then^ the 
r i t u a l i s t i c a l l y regular publ icat ion of one novel a year as in 
"Burmese Days" (1932), "The Clergyman's Daughter" (l933),"Keep 
the Asp id i s t r a Flying" (1934), "Homage to Catalonia" (1936), 
"Coming up fo r Air" (1937) consolidated his l i t e r a r y ground 
with f i n e s s e , "Road to iVigan Pier" (1936), "Animal Farm" (1946) 
"Nineteen Eighty-Four" (1948) are a l so ch ronc log ica l ' bu t 
s equen t i a l in a d i f f e ren t framev/ork. The l i t e r a r y t rade mark of 
the 1930s was ' r e a l i s m ' . Orwell brought d e l i b e r a t e l y scooped-
out experiences as well as autobiographical i n s i g h t s with s o c i a l 
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real ism as the s i l houe t t e of his writ ingsc The t r op i ca l 
essays of th i s period, which are cal led the ' jewels of 
journa l i sm ' made Orwell to., construct a supe r s s t ruc tu re of 
success on an edi f ice of ear ly l i t e r a r y f l o p s , George Orwell 
was to f a i l as repor t ive j o u r n a l i s t during the Second World 
War when he covered the war f ronts in France and Germany. 
Like "Shooting an Elephant" and 'A Hanging' of the Burmese 
per iod , "Revenge is Sour" and other essays of the Second 
World V̂ far period make the balance sheet between repor t ive 
journal ism and column journalism of Orwell 's l i t e r a r y output 
plus 

George Orwell had been in search of a voice a l l through 
his e a r l y wr i t ings as Lynettee Hunter brings out in the 
c r i t i c a l book e n t i t l e d " In Search of a Voice". Social realism 
the s t y l i s t i c device of the opening-up phase of Orwell 's 
career^was not f ine- tuned with his l i t e r a r y make-up. Having 
understood his na tu ra l o r i en ta t ion Orwell changed navigat ion; 
l igh ten ing s t ruck ; thunder clouds poured; '.Vorld iVar I I se t i n , 
Br i t a in t r eb led to her ' f i n e s t hour ' ; the gates of animal farm 
got debar red . George Orwell, the v\/riter_, blossomed. By taking 
recourse to an i n t e l l e c t u a l l y 'cut-and t h r u s t ' s t y l e f u l l y 
exp lo i t ed by Oiv/ell 's p o l i t i c a l and s t y l i s t i c 18th century 
role-modeJy Jonathan Swift, a s t y l e t h a t runs l i k e ' spark l ing 
Thames', a s t y l e tha t never draws the cur ta in across the 
mind of the wr i t e r and reader , Orwell made the t o t a l i t a r i a n 
au toc ra t e s and pseudo-revolut ionar ies look i n t o t h e i r bathroom 
mir rors more than once d a i l y . By employing s t y l i s t i c v/eapons 
l i k e humour, w i t , i rony , sarcasm, a l l ego ry , f a b l e , and by 
re—telescoping a l l the major themes touched upon from "Down 
and Out" to "Coming up For Air" for double emphasis, Orwell, 
the most s e r ious ly read ser ious wr i t e r of the 20th Century ..: .1 

was . on the way to become the opening batsman of the 2 l s t 
Century with a b e f i t t i n g book t i t l e / , "Nineteen Eighty-four" , 
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In 'Ninet€..en -Eighty-Four', George Orwell opens the door 
to the de-humanised, robot ic and pr ivacy-penet ra ted s o c i e t y . 
T.S. E l io t created "hollow men" and "s tuffed men" as the 
inhab i tan t s of the cactus land of pos t -^ar peri ode Orwell 
c rea tes "dead man" in 'Nineteen Eighty-Four ' when the te lescreen 
announces. 'You are the dead man', echoing the v;ords of Vi/inston 
and Julia.* before t h e i r handcuffing by the Thought Po l i ce . 
'To th ink i s to be f u l l of sorrow' says John Keats: Orwell 
deeply thought of the f a t e of man when 'smelly l i t t l e 
or thodoxies ' contended for human soul^and,h£d become a non-
temperamental pess imis t . Leaders confluenced in Yalta and 
Teheran for parce l l ing out the geographical world in to areas 
of inf luence thereby converting them in to areas of darkness 
by c rea t ing t o t a l i t a r i a n soc ia l format ions . In such soc i e t i e s 
e l e c t r o n i c gadgets sneak in to ind iv idua l pr ivacy; ov;n children 
betray parents to 'thought ' police and Big Brother and Brotherhood 
s t a l k the world with au thor i t a r i an rod; Orwell the s i t u a t i o n a l 
pess imis t stands vindicated vjhen the t runcated geographical parts 
of' the globe reuni t t i , reforms and p o l i t i c a l plural ism sweep 
aut 'nor i tar ian dust off monolithic p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s and when 
the pedes ta l l ed tyranlfeof yore are decanonized. 

In addi t ion to the novels of the e a r l i e r period and the 
propagandis t ic wri t ings which fuse the elements of a r t and 
propaganda without l i t e r a r y compromise, the book reviews and 
j o u r n a l i s t i c columns l ike 'As I P lease ' and e d i t o r i a l s during 
his e d i t o r s h i p of the 'Tribune ' and the Jchnsoniaacorrespondences 
on t op ica l subjects with f r iends and foe s , t o t a l - u p the 
l i t e r a r y ' c o r p u s ' o f Orwell. The four-volume "Collected gssays , 
Journalism and Let te rs" published j o i n t l y by Sonia Orwell and 
Ian Angus, and the l i t e r a r y - t ravelogues e n t i t l e d 'Road to 
Wigan P i e r ' (1936) and "Looking Back on the Spanish Civi l War" 
(1939),are fu r ther examples of the q u a l i t a t i v e l i t e r a r y output 
of the w r i t e r who went n a t i v e ' in his ovm l and , as his 
one-time colleague describes him. Orwell undertook f r e e - s p i r i t e d , 
s e l f - w i l l e d , personal , emotional and open - to - in t e rp re t a t i on 
journeys t o Wigan, the coal d i s t r i c t , under the aegis of the 
Left Book Club and another h i s t o r i c a l l y condit ioned journey 
to Spain under the auspieces of his ovm consc ience . 
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All h is journeys were s p i r i t u a l pilgrimages t r igged off by 
the uncompromising Byronic championing of the cause of the needy, 
the poor and the subjugated, 

The contemporaneity of George Orwell l i e s in the concept 
of 'democrat ic Socialism,' and in the percept iona l analys is of 
the p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t i e s behind the iron cur ta in n a t i o n s . The 
three g r e a t changes taking place in the world, viz*, the Leninis t s t a t ^ 
co l lapse in East Europe, in t eg ra t ion of the European Community 
and the end of cold war and Soviet Union's embarkation on 
massive reforms were l i t e r a l l y an t i c ipa ted in Orvi/ell's p o l i t i c a l 
w r i t i n g s . The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n tags of Orwell 's democratic 
Socialism are in i t s lower case ' d ' and upper case ' 3 ' : the 
s ign i f i cance of which is the sine-qua-non of the concept i t s e l f , 
Ov/ing to t h e i r contemporary relevances 'Ninteen Eighty-Four ' and 
'Animal Farm', once used to get smuggled i n t o Eastern European 
c o u n t r i e s , are now allowed in the book s to re s of Liberation 
Square in Budapest : thanks to Gorby ' G l a s n o s t ' , "democratic 
Social ism"as a p o l i t i c a l conceptfris 'branded' and pur i f ied in 
the revolu t ionary ardour of moralism. According to Aris tot le^ ^ 
the 'golden mean' is the point at which most of the problems of ^on 
get s e t t l e d , "democratic Socialism by i t s very nomenclature 
resembles the 'golden mean' . In his essay on 'Catastrophic- , 
Gradualism', Orwell re fers to Arthur Koes t i e r ' s p resc r ip t ion of 
the combination of sa in t and revolut ionary as the saviour of ; 
mankind. The Platonic concept of Philosppbtfi-King and the 
science f i c t i o n image of ' e x t r a - t e r r e s t r i a l ' are secular^^ 
examples of d i spara te elements fused i n t o one e n t i t y , J e s u s , 
who walked i n t o modern man's his tory, combines the human 
pe r son i f i ca t ion of the 'Yogi ' and 'Commissar' elements with the 
divine persona, Son of fv\an. The revolut ionary Jesus cleaned the 
Temple of i t s skeletons symptomatic of the cleaning of human 
body and had sv/ept across the Pharisee — 
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dominated Jewish society with a new e t h i c a l broom, Jesus , 
the s o c i a l refoimcr abolished c a p i t a l punishment in the 
beginning of the f i r s t millennia when a dozen welfare s t a t e s 
abolished i t in early 20th Century, The Catholic Church 
cleansed of Her i n q u i s i t o r i a l bearings and Marxian Socialism 
beref t of i t s S t a l i n i s t trappings and Un-Marxian o r i en ta t ion 
are i n s t i t u t i o n s capable of offering r e h a b i l i t a t i o n to modern 
man on the s p i r i t u a l and economic l eve l s of l i f e r e spec t ive ly , 
The p o l i t i c a l essay, "Revenge i s Sour" i s the s p i r i t u a l i s t 
Orv/ell 's c a l l fo r caution in the t reatment of German Prisoners 
of vVar (POW .̂ Orwell was not agains t Socia l ism; but against i t s 
morbid outgrowths as in Stal inism and aga ins t 'Gulag ' , which 
according to him Wô  a log ica l and i n e v i t a b l e consec;uence of 
Marxism, though some bel ievoathat i t was only an inc iden ta l 
pe rve r s ion . The comment of. a perverse eccen t r i c or a pure 
cynic t ha t 'Soc i a l i sm is for the b i r d s ' could not have angered 
the phlegmatic Orwell who recommended the l o f t wing ideology 
under r i g h t wing p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . In the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
mil ieu of d i f f e r e n t brands of soc ia l i sm v i z . , revolut ionary or 
r e fo rmi s t , Marxist*or l i b e r t a r i a n , be l i eve r in c e n t r a l planning 
or in self-managing cooperat ives , s o c i a l democratic or democratic 
s o c i a l i s t , or a be l iever in the f u l l abo l i t i ons of pr iva te 
proper ty or allowing condi t ional exe rc i se of ind iv idua l self 
i n t e r e s t t o t r i g g e r off economic p u r s u i t s , Orwell 's brand of 
soc ia l i sm is ne i t he r an ideo log ica l absurdi ty nor a monstrous 
p r o p o s i t i o n . His var iant i s s u i t a b l e even for the developed 
western s o c i e t i e s , but idea l for small and i n s t i n c t i v e l y orderly 
ones . Orwell 's show cases of 'democratic Soc ia l i sm ' are the miner 's 
family in 'Wigan P i e r ' , where the e x t e r n a l phys ica l ruggedness 
i s compensated for in the homely f e l i c i t i e s , and in the 
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hierarchy - free Spanish m i l i t i a s , . The present day 
equiva len ts in the forms of I s r a e l i "Kibbutzum" and Indian 
'Sarvodhya' are chrysa l i ses of 'oemocrat ic Socialisirfc The 
South Korean automobile workers who work seventy-two hours 
a week, to pay back the borrowed m u l t i - l a t e r a l c a p i t a l at 
^y'undai« car factory, v indicat ing the lessons of t r u t h , 
honesty and hard work following t h e i r Taiwanese counter­
p a r t s , who in turn followed the Buddjiist d i s c i p l i n e d Japanese 
in the aftermath of Second Wadd^^ericling economic danger 
s i g n a l s to the one-time des t royer , benefac tor , the United 
S ta t e s , are the e l i g i b l e members of the soc ie ty of 'democratic 
S o c i a l i s m ' . 

Orwell 's p o l i t i c a l i d e a l s , lying s c a t t e r e d in his 
w r i t i n g s , often appear in the manifestos of p o l i t i c a l parties^ 
both Left and Right. The u n i v e r s a l i t y of Orwell, according 
to Raymond Williams, l i e s ip the f a c t t h a t a reader of any 
p o l i t i c a l conviction- can find an argument to disarm his 
opponent, Orwell r e l i ve s in the p o l i t i c a l speeches at Hyde 
Park where Labour 'freedom' and Tory ' l i b e r t y ' c l a s h . 
'democratic Soc ia l i sm ' , s t a r t e d as a polemical catchword in 
the v/r i t ings of Orwell a f t e r the c u t - off year of 1936^(1936 

WAS the chronological point a t which he was able to r e l a t e and 
organise his ideas to and around 'democratic Social ism'* ' There 
was no conversion or ce r t a in revolut ion of his ideas as Richard 
Rees makes o u t ) , snowballed i t s e l f i n t o a p o l i t i c a l idea since 
t hen . I t assumed the t rappings of utopian soc i a l i sm, s c i e n t i f i c 
s o c i a l i s m , s o c i a l i s t democracy and f i n a l l y blossomed in to a 
s imple , moral , e t h i c a l and s p i r i t u a l concept and a decent 
p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g y . The s t y l i s t i c rendat ion of 'democratic 
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Socialism by the lower case 'd ' and upper case ' S ' remains 
an Orwelli^n paradox and Kafesque mystery, 

Ideas orginate in man's experiences of the v/orld, 
e r i c . Arthur Bla i r , the ex-Burma Police man sought out 
experiences by going 'down-and-out in Paris and London-, 
subjected himself in to b e s t i a l degradation of d ish washers, 
'plongeurs ' and tramps and experienced penury in i t s crude 
form. The embryonic growth of 'democratic Socia l i sm' and i t s 
adherence to s c i e n t i f i c r a t i o n a l i t y which Orwell kept very 
c lose to his chest s t a r t ed as ear ly as a t the prep school , 
I t germinated in the i n t e l l e c t u a l l y f e r t i l e s o i l of Eton, 
took nourish^ment from the a l l u v i a l s o i l of Burma and took 
to ef f lorescence in the de l i be r a t e ly sought out conditions 
of Par is and London. The c rea t ive explosion of the concept 
i n t o an ideology, in to an o r i en ta t ion of l i f e , r a t h e r in to 
a philosophy of l i f e tvas occasioned by the hard and b i t t e r 
days of Second World War, l a t e r in the undeclared Cold War e r a . 
I t f i n a l l y matured and f ru i t ioned in to a sweet-sour e l i x i r of 

c 
l i f e in 'Animal Farm'and lji'Nin;teen Eigh ty-Four ' . 

S c i e n t i f i c Socialism pre-supposes essence of systematic 
knowledge of soc ie ty based on observation and ana lys i s of i t s 
process of development. Karl MaTXresorted to t h i s process 
over his ten-year i n t e l l e c t u a l s t rugg le in the Oxford Library 
before publ ishing his 'magnnm o puse s ' . Utopian Socialism 
which p ro j ec t s a 'milk and honey' fu ture without c lose 
cons ide ra t ion of the past and present process within which 
s o c i a l i s t i c Welfare is to be a t t a i ned i s equated with the golden 
millennium - a thousand year period u n i t which encases redemption, 
r e t r i b u t i o n and hope. The concept of 'democratic Social ism' 
i s r e l a t e d to the innate v i r t ue s of man, his simple r u s t i c 
p l easu res and simple moral ac t ions not motivated by self , 

. . / -
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interests. The intellectual sustenance of the idea was 

drawn by Orwell from the helplessness of the imperial 
the representative (Orwell himself ),be!Sx^condemned elephant in 

Burma. The idea got reinforced before the gleeful smile 

of the Italian militia-boy who was falsely accused of 

robbery. The concept beeps the signal of the 'messaye of 

arrival' in the post Second World War cultural essays and 

later in 'Animal Farm' and 'Nin^een Eighty-Four'. Orwell, 

the Fabian Socialist, the devil's advocate of a pacifist, the 

arch enemy of 'parlour socialist' and the anathema of the 

'commissar', conceptualised 'democratic Socialism' which would 

have become the diagnosis against a future, based on power 

politics, permanent war economy and authoritar'anism, 
A. 

'democratic Socialism' had been pushed into the centre-stage 

as an antidote against fascism and totalitarian dancer v;hich 

combinedly made the post-World War man 'measure his life with 

coffee-spoon'. A significant number of Orwell's essays of 

this period are laced with his broadsides against fascist 

propaganda which watered down the very concept of truth. 

The Nazi theory of state authority and ruler worship 

brought out a nightmarish world in which the leader of the 

ruling clique attempted to control the total man. 

Critics denounce Orwell for the new definition of 

'revolutionary socialism' before providing it an effective 

organisational encasement. The historic Orwellian effort to 

mobilise support for the War with a programme of turning it 

into a revolutionary war, both against Hitler and. against English 
class system simultaneously, had a Shelleyan abstractness. 

The political superstructure of 'democratic Socialism' with 

eighty five percent proles marooned in the political backwaters 

of Oceania when the ruling clique with muted support of 
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f if teen percent Outer Party support decides on s t^ te nolicy and 

in ternat ional a l l iance remains hazy. The vic iss i tudes of perpetual 
v/ar, never-ending shortages and the ominous presence of the agents 
of Big Brother v/ho sneak into the private l ives of the ci t izens 
as revealed in the vignettes of 'Ninteen Eighty-Four', present 
tan ta l i s ing scenarios. The shroud of mystery present in the 
conceptual contours of^democratic socialism extends i t s e l f into 
the changed roles of the ruled and the ru le r s in 'Animal Farm' . 
Benjamin, Clover and the ' l e s s equal' animals of Manor Farm, who 
had been degraded into the s tatus of the ruleoL by the rapacious 
pigs by arrogating the role.; of ru lers to themselves^though they 
too had been at the receiving end when «Jones of Manor Farm rulec^ 

and Berkshire boar dreamt of revolution, present the example of 
b i -polar p o l i t i c a l re la t ionships . The s t r a t a l e s s I t a l i a n -
m i l i t i a with i t s camareiiderie; haunted Orwell's s ens ib i l i t i e s 
both in the conceptualisation of 'democratic Socialism' and i t s 
entombing within an organizational framework. 'democratic 
Socialism'^ as a po l i t i ca l alternative,, not a ' p o l i t i c a l adjustment', 
was advoc=5ted in the context of the world fa l l ing apart into two or 
three super s ta tes each holding the atomic bomb against the other, 
New authoritarianism practiced in the s t a t e s of Orwell resulted 
in the actual isa t ion of Borkenau's fesr of ol igarchial collectivism 
in Eurasian nat ion-s ta tes . 

Orwell, the po l i t i ca l wri ter , as distinguished from the 
p o l i t i c a l philosopher or the p o l i t i c a l polemiclsl^ in the 
t r a d i t i o n of Swift, Hobbes, Milton of 'Aereopagetica' , and the 
p o l i t i c a l pamphleteers of la te 17th and 20th centuries, was 
born and brought up in a class conscious socie ty . Social c lass 
ais a physical rea l i ty can not be inserted into logical s l o t s . 
Some individuals rule over others, some classes dominate others, 
some nations rule others in the prevailing c a p i t a l i s t , s o c i a l and 
p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t i e s ; though none i s be t t e r equipped: s t i l l a paradox. 

Orv/ells 'consciousness' , which was the sum t o t a l of h i s thoughts, 
ideas and sentiments, had been loaded with the myths and a rche ­
types about the 'st inking lower c l a s s e s ' . 
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The English working class, geneologically sprung from the 
yeoman-gentry of the middle ages, though rasraged by the 
Black Death, i s personfied in E.P, Thomson's the 'English 
working Class' . They were objects of lampooning to the 
lower-upper middle class of Orwell and to the socially hierarchy-
conscious aristocracy. Social influence i s the source of 
power to the aristocracy. Bernard Crick in h i s monumental 
un-off ic ia l biography,: "George Orwell-A Life",, quotes 
A.W. Wright's "GDH Cole and Social is t Democracy", to bring 
out the noble lineage of Orwell, the S o c i a l i s t . To him:-

"On the contrary, he (Orwell) stood in the lineage of 
English Socialists who, through Morris, Blatchford, 

Tawney, Cole, Laski and Beven have argued that only 
in a more egali tarian and fra ternal society can l iber t ies flou­
r ish and abound for the common people. ("George Orwell-A Life" 
Penguin P-17). 

Bernard Crick's placement of the Socia l is t t r ad i t i on of Orwell 
was anticipated by David Kubal in "Outside the whale" 

"By the middle 1930s the moral basis of Orwell 's 
Socialism began to take shape, Ecletic in nature, i t 
borrowed the bare ins t inc t of survival from the 
working classes and the ' respectable ' v i r t ue s frcra 
the bourgeois , , . , / missing, nevertheless from the 
combination of the working and middle c lass v i r tues i s 
c rea t ive intel l igence, the ab i l i t y to conceptualize 
and give shape to h i s tory . According to Orwell, however, 
the in t e l l ec tua l separated from his own cu l tu re , from the 
moral energy of society, had no d i r ec t ions . His principal 
p o l i t i c a l problem, therefore, was to bring together 
knowledge and morality; or putting i t i n p rac t i ca l terms: 

to eliminate class ba r r i e r s , . . . Totalitarictnii'mcould 
nei ther be averted nor democratic Socialism established 

/ 
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unless these resources - could be u n i f i e d , vai l iam Morri^ 
social ism was becoming u n r e a l i s t i c in t h e 20th century. 
("Outside the \7h-le"- Univers i ty of Norte D.:=me 1972 pp: 13-19) 

The doc t r ine of Socialism became popular i n B r i t a i n : . . . , :. 
and France around 1930. All schools of soc ia l i sm urged the 
t r ans fe rence of la rge scale i n d u s t r i e s from p r i v a t e t o publ ic 
ownership. The B r i t i s h Labour P a r t y ' s idea of n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n 
was borrowed from the Fabian brand of soc ia l i sm developed mainly 
by J . S . M i l l , Sidney Webb and not n e c e s s a r i l y by Karl Ma.t'X-
Herbert Morrison, the father of n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n , evolved the 
norms of publ ic ownership of i n d u s t r i e s . A spa te of n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n 
took p lace in Britain^ a f t e r second v/orld war and Western Europe 
s t a r t e d s i m i l a r experiment. Jawaharla l Nehru, the premier Prime 
Min i s te r of Ind i a , who v/as also infludnced by the Fabian S o c i a l i s t s 
and enamoured by the outside trappin.'^s of Russian Communism, 
was the f i r s t p rac t i s ing democratic s o c i a l i s t . " 
The English S o c i a l i s t s looked upon, na t iona l i sm as a l imi t ing 
force and " l a s t refuge of a scoundrel" . Orv;«illian social ism 
i s free from indiv idua l s e l f - i n t e r e s t which i s the basic engine 
of Cap i t a l i sm. His brand of social ism i s r^lso pur i f i ed from Karl 
Marx's motivation'=il system. The Marxian stamp of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c l a s s s o l i d a r i t y wis the unexceptional mark of B r i t i sh Socialism 
too , while Communism as CL guide t o p r a c t i c a l a c t i on had been 
shrugged off by B r i t i s h S o c i a l i s t s . I n d e f i n i t e dependence on 
C h r i s t i a n i t y and i n t e r n a t i o n a l Socialism did. not provide 
t h e bulwciirk aga ins t H i t l e r and Mussolini who represented Nazi-
F a s c i s t t endenc ies of human c i v i l i s a t i o n . Orwe l l ' s t r i o l o g y , 
v i z . , 'The Lion and the Unicorn ' , the 'Eng l i sh Social ism' 
and "Looking Back on Spanish C iv i l V/ar", revealed •:he s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
environment t h a t prevai led in England'Her v i c t o r y i n the War eould 
be doubtful ; hence Orwell gave the ' c l a r i o n - c a l l ' for the change 
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of the system with the twin objectives of winning the 
war and thereby reversing the roll ing t ide of 
to ta l i t a r ian ism. 

Marcus Garvey, the propounder of African Black 
Brotherhood, advocated the idea of black and white 
unity to achieve black l iberat ion and socialism on the 
l ines of Orwellian prescription of •denocratic Socialism^ 
which also carried the twin objectives of winning the 
war and ushering in socialism. The aporonch was a fantasy 
when Garvey suggested i t in 1921 and had been c r i t i c i s ed 
as Utopian and reactionary. The Orv/ellian and the Trotskian 
concept of ' se l f determination' which could only be 
fu l f i l l ed on the " - basis of revolutionary struggle 
brackets Garvey with them. Marcus Garvey had the 
dream of Black freedom from white domination where§s 
Trotsky dreamt of freeing Communism from S t a l i n i s t 
s t r a i t - j a c k e t and Orv^ell herelded the messianic message 
of 'democratic socialism' f i r s t to the frightened 
humanity of post world war and then to the chi l led 
consciousness of man during the cold war days. Oirwell's 
contemporary influence had been in reproving 
b. acksLiding soc ia l i s t s , in sustaining democratic soc ia l i s t s 
and in winning back communist fellow t r ave l l e r s rather 
than in converting non-socialists. George Orwell, 
the product of the cap i t a l i s t acquisi t ive society^ 
focussed his views about the needs of humanity's 
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a sp i r a t ions and prescribed 'democratic Socia l ism' as 
the beacon l i g h t to guide . man in the enc i rc l ing 
gloom. A couple of l i t e r a r y c r i t i c s l ike Anthony 
west , William Steinhoff ("Road to 1984"), & 
Jenni Calder ("Chronicle of Conscience") blame him 
fo r the recanta t ion of the philosophy of 
'democratic Socia l i sm' , s ince 'a murky and 
unrel ieved darkness, r a the r blackness of mind' 
(Bradlean term about . 'Macbeth' )̂  i s the brooding 
presence of Orwell 's l a s t wr i t ing 'Nineteen* Jl ighty-Four ' . 

Orwell 's defence was not heeded by them. His def enceioos : -

"My recent novel i s NOT intended as an a t tack on 
socia l ism or on the Br i t i sh Labour Party (of which 
I am a supporter) but as a show up of the perversions 
to which cen t ra l i sed economy i s l i a b l e and which have 
already been r ea l i sed in Communism and Fasc i sm. . . 
I bel ieve also tha t t o t a l i t a r i a n ideas have taken 
roo t in the minds of i n t e l l e c t u . a l s everywhere, and I 
have t r i e d to draw these ideas out to t h e i r log ica l 
consequences . . . (CEJL : P:502 Vol. IV) . 

David Kubul defends the novel as f o l l o w s : -

"The novel (Nineteen E igh ty -Four ' ) , as I have 
sa id should not be taken as a s a t i r e on Social ism, 
but as a p ic ture of what w i l l occur if Orwell 's 
concept of Socialism i s not adopted", ("CXjitside the 
Whale" P - 8) 

120841 
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The anti-communist stance of Orwell a t the l a t e r phase 
of h i s l i t e r a r y career i s t raceab le t o h i s disapproval of 
the Communist i n s e n s i t i v i t y wri t loud and l a rge i n t h e i r 
despot ic squandering of human l i v e s as experienced by him 
i n the Spanish C iv i l Vter. The H i t l e r - S t a l i n Pact , the 
Communist despising of human l i b e r t y as the p i g s do in 
'Animal Farm' and the Communist t a c t i c s af going out of 
t he way in d i sc red i t ing 'democratic Socia l i sm' added t o 
Orwells r e se rva t ions about sovie t soc ia l i sm. Bernard 
Crick a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y pos i t i ons Orwell, the follower 
of the Independent Labour Party and one-time Tribune 
s o c i a l i s t , a t the appropriate l e f t - o f - c e n t r e p o s i t i o n . 
According to him:-

"He took h i s st-nd among those who were to the Left or 
on the Le3:t of the Labour Par ty : f i e r c e l y e g a l i t a r i a n , 
l i b e r t a r i a n and democratic, but by Cont inen ta l 
comparisons, surpr i s ing ly . un theo re t i ca l , congrg'fgation 
of secu la r evange l ica l s . ("George OrwelliA L i f e " - ? : 1? 
Penguine 1980).-

-George Orwell 's p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n was rooted i n h is creed 
of l i v i n g up to p r inc ip l e s of respec t ing l i b e r t y of others 
and t e l l i n g the t r u t h . Modern left-wing movements have re lega ted 
t o the background the idea l of equa l i ty , though l i p service 
i s given. Orwell and G.B Shaw bel ived i n equa l i t y as the 
core of Socia l i sm. As John Atkin s1^i\ ictures:-

"There was for Orwell a c lose connect ion between equa l i ty 
and 'decency' and he d id ' no t see how e i t h e r could f lour i sh 
in a soc ie ty without the other . . . . Decent r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
a r e only poss ib le among those who f e e l they a re e s s e n t i a l l y 
equa l . • Decency' i s immediately detroyed by snobbery CLVUL by 

. any form of s e r v i l i t y " ( 'Orwel l ' - John Atk ins . P : l 4 ) . 

/ 
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Decency, free love or ' e s p r i t de c o r p s ' , i s the 
foundation of Orwellfe p o l i t i c a l programme, which i s "cooperative 
i n na ture and not compet i t ive ," ' Bernard Crick t r a c e s the 
geneologica l roots of Orwell ' s 'decency' to t he V Book of 
A r i s t o l e ' s ' p o l i t i c s ' and br ings out the weighted indexing 
of the concept by cont ras t ing i t with ' f a i r n e s s ' in 
John Rawl's moral philosophy and with the concept of mutual 
r e spec t of Kant. Orwell subscribed to the view t h e t socialism 
could not come by seizure of power or by Act of Parliament, 
but only by convincing people i n f a i r and open debate and by 
example. George Orwell had never been dr iven by ' i deo log i ca l 
n e c e s s i t y ' of a canrade in h i s p o l i t i c a l c o n v i c t i o n s . 
Orwell used h i s polemical essays , book reviews on 
s o c i a l i s t v / r i t e r s , 'As I p l e a s e ' columns of Tribune and the 
p o l i t i c a l l y pronounced l a t t e r day wr i t ings for convincing 
o thers of the need for bapt i s ing the world i n 'democratic 
S o c i a l i s m ' . Bernard Crick compliments hjm : -

"There was a touch of tWetrue Jacobin about hiwi r a the r 
than the John Stuar t M i l l i t e " . ('A L i f e ' P-18) 

Orwell g l ee fu l ly accepts i t . 

The non-Marxist i n Orwell equates decay of decency with 
the decay of r e l i g i o n . A Marxist looks upon r e l i g i o n 
as a bogey ahd regarded i t s des t ruc t ion the ' s ine -qua -non ' 
of s o c i a l improvement. Orwell adumbrates the s ignif icance; 
of f a i t h a n d ' r e l i g i o n ' in 'A Clergyman's Daughter ' , Rel igion 
provides a view of the universe andaiLong with i t a 
moral i ty t o i t s fol lowers. Orwell apprec ia tes r e l i g i o n because 
i t t eaches a person to make t r u t h f u l statement withoin the 
framework of commonsense. Pious and dogmatic observance of the 
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externa l i t i es of religion may not add to one's religious 
experiences; yet i t s disciplining capabili ty i s beyond 
doubt. Belief in the dogma of a rel igion might be 
unfashionable, but a secular morality i s essent ia l for 
socie ty ' s inner strength. 

To Orwell^the strongest force in man's l i f e was not 
economic or sexual^ physical or material, but the 
e th ical force, loyalty. Religion helped man to be loyal 
to God f i r s t , with secondary loyalty to fellow hximan beings, 
because both man and God would become equal beings in a 
theological sense. The Marxist wanted th i s loyalty to the 

State while Orwell had desired the same to be directed: to toan^ts 
services of humantity i t s e l f . The intermediate ideologies 
attempted to sp l i t the t o t a l loyalty of man towards national and 
c lass groups. According to John Atkins_, "unless we 
re ins ta te the belief in human brotherhood, which was always 
par t of the most enlightended Christ ian doctr ine, no matter 
how frequently i t was denied in pract ice , the future would be 
bleak".To Orwell, Socialism was primarily a fight for jus t ice 
and l i be r ty . I f a superficially .socialist act l ike 
na t iona l i sa t ion of a par t icular industry reduced Justice and 
l i be r ty , then i t ceased to become a t ruly soc ia l i s t response 
in Orwell 's scheme of things. 

The finer qual i t ies of Orwell 's Socialism are commented 
upon by Atkins as follows-

"Part of Orwell's uniqueness as a modern soc ia l i s t 
commentator l ies in his insis tence on the necessity of 
a re l ig ious a t t i tude , . . . He v.as a highly moral man 
but not a rel igious one. Christian Social ists 
are legion, i t i s t rue , but re l ig ious Socialis1sv;hose 

re l ig ion i s agnosticism or even atheism are nearly as 
rare as Orwell." (Orwell' - John Atkins: P . 27) . 

Orwell, the conventional socialist^looked upon the aboli t ion 
of poverty as the f i r s t task. Orwell thought of poverty in 
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terms of starvation: such a conception acknowledged ths axistsnce, 
of social outcasts, tramps, beggars,criminals and prost i tutes* 
What a contrast between a modern welfare s t a t e ' s . 
def ini t ion of poverty in terms of income cei l ing as the 
cut off limit and Orwell's definit ion of poverty oriented 
towards the potsrest of the poor.' He believed that 
removal of servile condition could be the f i r s t requirement 
for improving the quality of l i f e of people. To Gordon 
and Orwell^poverty was in te l l ec tua l ly enervative:'sappfng 
v i t a l i t y and debil i tat ing the crea t iv i ty of wr i te r s . 

This man of Left wing convictions with conservative 
prejudices b i l l s in Cyril Connolly's aphoris t ic comment, 
"Orwell^ as a revolutionary^ was in love with the I900S'.' 
By creating a scenario of manipulation, f i r s t l y after the 
animal world had been taken over by the pigs and then in 
the ce l l a r s of Ministry of Love ther^^jf declaring the 
undes i rabi l i ty of such a po l i t i c a l order, Orwell telescoped 
on the murky 'otherside' of to ta l i t a r i an i sm. The d is t inc t ive 
flavour of t h i s Left-wii^ intellectuals'dembcratid Socialism' 
i s in the natural and the posi t ive v i r tue of loving one's 
native land. The 'Tory Anarchist' in him, ( t h i s term was 
used by Orwell about Swift; Cyril Connolly l a t e r turned 
the same coinage upon i t s author making i t mutually exclusive ) , 
ra ther the revolutionary pa t r io t of him eschewed Edwardian 
Jingoism and adopted the aroma of rura l England and the simple 
rus t i c plesures of Brookers' family of "Road to Wigan Pier" 
and the convivality of Lenin Barraks as the role-models upon 
which the concept of 'democratic Socialism' was pegged. 
The p o l i t i c a l threads of his writings are rooted in 
Graeco-Roman t radi t ions of European philosophy. The p o l i t i c a l 
analxr.st in Orwell visualised the t o t a l i t a r i a n elements 
of Fascism, Marxism and Stalinism in the Inner P-̂ r̂ty e l i t e s 
of Ninsteen Eighty-Four, According to Orwell the Soviet 
t a c t i c s of delaying "the a r r iva l of revolution" experimented 
in Spain the ravenous behaviour of power monopolising beasts 
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of pi'ey in "Animal Farm" and the emergence of a socie ty of 
pe rpe tua l and t o t a l war in 'Nireteen Eighty-Four'^ would serve 
as symbols and emblems of a t o t a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y . Ke abhorred 
them and had warned his readers with the shuddeting p i tch of, 
"Samson, the P h i l i s t i n e s s are upon f̂̂ ou", t o keep off 
t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m . Orwell 's exposure t o the wielding of 
instri iments of power and b n a t a l i t y ( b r u t a l i s a t i o n of the iv led 
was the s t r a t egy of co lonia l Government)at t h e i d e a l i s t i c phase 
of h i s l i f e accelera ted h i s e x i t from being an agent of 
B r i t i s h Imperial ism. John Atkins , who was both a colleague 
and a pe r sona l friend of Orwell, i n h i s pe rcep t ive 
b iog raph i ca l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n concludes the chap te r en t i t led^ 
"Decency and Foundation" by the c rypt ic comment as i n : -

"The assau l t was on the nerves r a t h e r than on the 
f lesh . . . I f you c a r r i e d on u n t i l f i n a l l y you 
accepted t h i s sor t of t h i n g . (A J a i l doctor pul l ing 
the p r i s o n e r ' s leg before he would d ie ) or pretended 
t o yourself d that you accepted i t , your humanity would 
be gone." (Orwell-John Atkins:Calder and Bovf^rs, London: 
1971 - revised e d i t i o n of the old 1954 ed i t i on . 
P :30) . 

Orwe l l ' s own rend i t ion of the impulses t h a t led to h i s bidding 
fa rewel l t o Colonial Service^as givenin the autobiographical 
"Road to Wigan Pier"^ accentuates the meri t of Atkins observat ion. 
To Orwe l l : -

" . . . . but i f you do for f ive years a job t h a t you 
tnoroughly disapprove of, you w i l l probably f ee l 

the same. I f e l t t h a t I had got t o escape not merely 
• f̂orrn of 

from imperialism but from every £, man's dominion 
over man ('Road to Wigan P i e r ' : PP. 149-50) . 

The quote without being an au tobiographica l account r ings out the 
immaculate Orwellian s i n c e r i t y , Orwe l l ' s p r e s c r i p t i o n of 
t h r e e escape routes v i z . r e l i g i o n , unending work and s l u t t i s h 
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antinomianism available to a bored genius for permanent escape -
from a society which teaches the vast mass of people to 
admire and obtain beautiful houses, sol i tude, dignity and 
time to meditate, when juxtaposed with John Flory 's suicide 
as the fourth unverbalised escape route^brings out the truism 
of the c r i t i c a l observation of David Xubal that , George Orwell might 
have become the John Flory i f he had not resigned. Orwell' s 
c r i t i c s show singular unanimity in placing the pretext of his 
resignation from colonial service a t nagging conscience* 

^ Z3 C« 4 -

Heavy burden was^upon his sensi t ive soul by the outlandish behavi­
our of fellov; Englishmen who- were the symbols of 'gentleness ' and 
'decency' in native clime but indulged in bmta l i s a t i on of 
natives in the far pavilions. The philosophical jus t i f i ca t ion 
of Orwellian Socialism is the same concept of self rea l i sa t ion 
that took root and stood at the centre of the plea for 
Socialism or of promoting welfare by State inten/ent ion. 

The Englishness of 'democratic Socialism' i s i t s 
dis t inguising icon. Orwell was^indeed,what used to be 
called an English Socialist as opposed to the continental 
MaiTcist type. 'Englishness' of h i s Socialism i s also ensured 
in the re jec t ion of power-worship by res i s t ing the preassures^ 
thereby keeping total i tarianism at bay. England as a nation^ 
including her socio-pol i t ical i n s t i t u t i o n s , had. _ emerged from 
subtle network of compromises. Orwell did not make any 
compromise in making the elements of j u s t i c e , l ibe r ty , objective 
t ru th , an avid observance of the English hatred of war and mili tary, 
the respect for consti tutionalism^legali ty and a s t i f f parade 
ground d isc ip l ine as the core elements and key areas of the 
p o l i t i c a l idea of 'democratic Socialism'. Eric. Blair noticed the 
conspicuous absence of his mental p ic ture of 'decency' f i r s t 
in the behaviour of the vjilkes couples:the feelings and outward 
personali ty of his colleagues in Bunna^ too^v/ere devoid of 
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' d ecency ' . As a c o n t r a s t , t h e Catalans in the PCUM m i l i t i a s 
exuded the cons t i tuen t s of e s s e n t i a l decency in t h e i r s t r a i g h t ­
forwardness and generos i ty . By the tame Orwell ar r ived at 
'Nineteen Eighty-Four ' , a soc ie ty in which 'decency' had been 
r u t h l e s s l y shut out by the pretended champions of the 
oppressed, had emerged. Orwell, the l e f t _ ^ n g i n t e l l e c t u a l , 
had never been without the fee l ings of conmon man. Orwell 
bel ieved t h a t common people would be t t e r themselves through 
t h e i r own e f f o r t s ; whereas i n t e l l i g e n t i a had been p a r a s i t i c . 
I t seems, he had undergone i n t e l l e c t u a l apprent iceship with 
the 18th Century champion of democracy, Edmund Burke, v/ho 
attempted to fuse man's innate capacity for love and wisdom 
in the democratic framev/ork. 

The simple human v i r t u e s of decent behaviour, tender 
f e e l i n g , sentiments and family love as brought in Winston 
Smith 's reminiscences of his mother and her wor ld ' s oossession, i f rot 
Orwell ' s , then whose? Orwell borrows frcm^ Dickens .what-ha might 
have used as a snap sho t , "Behave decent ly" , as Orwell.Js own 
a u t h o r i a l p l a t i t u d e to the l e f t v;ing p o l i t i c a l philosophers 
who blame soc i a l environment for the unpleasant aspects of 
human p e r s o n a l i t y . According to Orwell the roformors and 
r evo lu t i ona r i e s must behave decently to avoid c a u t e r i s a t i o n 
of f e e l i n g s . Winston and J u l i a wanted to c a l l the shot of 
v i c to ry upon the Party by preserving p r i s t i n e fee l ing towards 
each o t h e r . Winston's v/ords, "confession i s not b e t r a y a l . What 
you say or do, does not mat ter ; only fee l ings matter " , are a lso 
Orwe l l ' s , which make human fee l ings as the building block of 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . Orwell , too,could have defined 
s i n c e r i t y as the r e l a t i o n s h i p between words and f ee l ings and not 
one of words and deeds,as the Godless Victorian Lesl ie Stephen 
defined e a r l i e r . The common decency of Orwell takes harshness off 
human behaviour and the atrophy of the sense of p i ty as John 
Atkins puts i t . 

Orwellian 'decency' presupposes s a c r i f i c e . This s a c r i f i c e 
cons i s t s in Sam Weller put t ing the i n t e r e s t of Piclcv/ick before 

. . . / -
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his ovm; Orwell 's f i r s t wife Eileen dianot draw the 
family r a t ion during the war in order to s top the 
deplet ion of the foodstockc The continuous denial of 
n u t r i t i o n a l food resul ted in anaemic condit ion and 
i t hastened her death at the time of su rg i ca l opera t ion . 
Orwell did not c a l l for th the adula t ion due to s a c r i f i c i a l 
victims for his f i r s t wife. 

Orwell^one of t f te le f t -wing i n t e l l i g e n t s i a , provided 
emotional un i ty to 'deraocratic Soc ia l i sm ' with his own moral 
and s p i r i t u a l convic t ions . Humanity and compassion 
had never been textbook r h e t o r i c s with him. He firmly 
upheld the view tha t the e t h i c a l and s p i r i t u a l aspects 
of l i f e alone wi l l u l t imate ly form the basis of human 
cu l tu re and c i v i l i s a t i o n . Orwell ' s concept of decency 
is b: sed on respect for the o ther person and respec t 
der ives from the conviction t h a t a l l men are b r o t h e r s . 
In the soc ie ty of 'Nineteen Eighty-Four ' , where observance of 
one minute hate i s a r i t u a l and a l l loya l ty i s dir^ cted to 
the s t a t e , the feejling of love ge ts s t i f f l ed . vVlien Orwell 
makes J u l i a comment c r i s p l y , "only fee l ings ma t t e r " , the 
e th i c oftbes'ta'te of mind of G.J.i. Moore echoes in her words. 
To G.M. Moore^nothing matters except the s t a t e of mind^ 
such as being in love or apprehending beauty which i s to be 
judged by i t s i n t r i n s i c value and without regard to consequences 
Salva t ion is to be obtained through communion v/ith objects 
of love , beauty and t r u t h . When Keats bracketed beauty and 
t r u t h , Orwell had put love and t r u t h at the same p e d e s t a l . 
Noal Annan in his c l ass ic book on Lesl ie S tephen^ent i t l ed , 
"Godless Vic tor ian" , a r t i c u l a t e s t r u t h as an instrument for 
placing man permanently in the r i g h t r e l a t i o n to God« The 
f a t prole woman's love for her c h i l d r e n , the over reac t ing 
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Spaniard who gave Orwell a packet of c i g a r e t t e when only 
one number was requested, the c r y s t a l s p i r i t e d m i l i t i a man, Gordon 
Comstock's transformed love for Rosemary, George Bowling's 
nos t a lg i a for his lady love of the Lower Binfield days as a 
con t ra s t to his enforced love for Hilda who could not f ind 
pleasure in anything for i t s ov;n sake are the v igne t t es of 
love spread over in Orwell 's w r i t i n g s , Orv^ell a lso r e l i e d 
upon G.M, Moore's techniques of r a t i o n a l analysis and 
u t i l i t a r i a n ethics^though with reduced emphasis on the 
p r i nc ip l e of p leasure . Evangelicals and u t i l i t a r i a n s 
consider v e r i f i a b l e experience as f i n a l . The Evangelicals 
appeal to the inner l i g h t for guidance. They have no 
f a i t h in human i n s t i t u t i o n s because s i n fu l men crea te the 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . How can the i n s t i t u t i o n s of s i n fu l men hope to 
regenera te soc ie ty? or how bad men of "Burmese Days" and 
'Nineteen -Eighty - Four ' c reate good soc i e ty? Secular 
evangel ica ls l ike Orwell believe tha t a man's f i r s t loyal ty 

j is to an i d e a l ra ther than to his kinsmen or to the p o l i t i c a l 
s t a t e and i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s . They p r ac t i c e self den i a l , 
humi l i ty , moral courage and self c o n t r o l . The v i t a l i t y of 
Orwell 's mode of thought in the conceptua l i sa t ion of 
'democratic Social ism' makes him un-Jvlarxian. The d i a l e c t i c a l 
mater ia l i sm of Marx which j u s t i f i e d d i c t a t o r s h i p of 
p r o l e t a r i a t e and t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e was an anathema to 
Orwell . The Hegelian g l o r i f i c a t i o n of s t a t e which bu t t ressed 
Prussian autocracy and developed Nie tzche ' s heroic v i t a l i sm 
which in turn inspi red i n e q u a l i t i e s of Nazism was not Orwell 's 
wont. According to J . S . Talman, I s r a e l i p o l i t i c a l t h inke r , 
t o t a l i t a r i n i s m is not the chi ld of German ideal ism but of 

A. 

French Enlightenment, Orwell wont aga ins t the grain of his 
time on the s t rength of his innate s i n c e r i t y ; a s i n c e r i t y that 
had' sprung from the determination not to l e t outward 
circumstances d i c t a t e one's action., 
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He was also dri\-en by a senso of belonqing to a chosen few m 
whom i n t e g r i t y and in t e l l i gence vjere blended. The v;hole 

of Orwell 's e t h i c a l system was based on family: the moral 
heal th of the individual and socie ty dependci u;;)0n the 
i n s t i t u t i o n of family. Such an o r i en t a t i on enabled him to 
re ly on experience ra ther than on a metaphysical v is ion of 
Lhe world. 

Orwell 's 'democratic Socia l ism' encompasses the Gommon.Man 
immortalised in the Br i t i sh C o n s t i t u t i o n , in the parl iamentary 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and in the p o l i t i c a l wr i t ings of Walter Allen, 
e spec ia l ly^ in his "Democracy and Ind iv idua l " . To be a democratic 
S o c i a l i s t , in the Orwellian sense^is an em.otional experience 
anci an i n t e l l e c t u a l conviction* Orwell, the secular evangel is t^ 
as Bernard Cricic c a l l s him, followed the d i c t a t e of the Church 
to H^r followers J "he who h.is a t t a ined a Higher Truth must 
himself evange l i se" . His r e l ig ious v is ion in secu la r context 
made his wr i t ings propagandistic,iand in over emphasising the 
propagandis t ic :-ointer of l i t e r a t u r e , Orwell arrogated to 
himself the dubious d i s t i n c t i o n of being in the company of 
Gobbells (the propaganda Minister of H i t l e r ) , a s John Milton 
walked i n t o the t r ap of the dev i l by c lo th ing Satan in heroi>c 
p ropor t i ons , 

The nomenclature of 'democratic Soc ia l i sm ' brings to a 
casual mind apparent cont radic t ions and incons i s t enc i e s in the 
very name. S o c i a l i s t Democracies e x i s t in Western European 
and Nordic coun t r i e s . When the ex-Pres ident of India s a y s : -

"There is nothing l ike democratic socia l i sm in the 
world; s o c i a l i s t democracy e x i s t s everywhere. We 
must give our democracy a s o c i a l i s t f a c e " . 
( ' i l l u s t r a t ed Weekly of India'f.'larch 22-28, 1987) 

the e x t e r n a l trappings of a form, of government and the i n t e r n a l 
a t t r i b u t e s of a p o l i t i c a l idea are not d i f f e r e n t i a t e d . The divorce 
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between p o l i t i c a l philosophies and t h e i r supporting 
p o l i t i c a l and economic s t ruc tu res are facts of modern 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e . The economic aspects of Soviet Socialism 
are no more appealing even to the p r o l e t a r i a t e s»Flomania, 
even in .post-Ceausescu e r a , i s s t i l l plagued by the economic 
system i n s t a l l e d by S ta l in in the 1939s. The presence of 
economic instruments of Western Capitalism in S o c i a l i s t 
Hungary makes one mull and muse on the B ib l i ca l l i o n -
lamb co-exis tence in Socialism on c a p i t a l i s t f oo t ing . 
Orwell preempted Samuel H. M i l l e r ' s "Religion in Technical Age" 
in "NinetBen Eighty - Four", with a f r igh ten ing vis ion of what 
i t might mean if the technical age moved in to human s p i r i t with 
i t s f u l l p o l i t i c a l implications« All p o l i t i c a l ph i losophies , 
i n s p i t e of t h e i r claim to being r a t i o n a l , contain non- ra t iona l 
olamonts; 'democratic Social ism' is not an except ion. The ' e t h e r e a l ' 
elements of 'democratic Social ism' and ' S c i e n t i f i c soc i a l i sm ' make 
.tham l o g i c a l l y - v/anting when empir ica l ly t e s t e d . The dr ives 
be'-.ind p o l i t i c a l behaviour are not so l e ly r a t i o n a l : such drives 
and compulsions which cons t i t u t e th^ ' i deo logy ' atlv/ays influence 
the p o l i t i c a l behaviour. 

The inherent human f e a r s , a s p i r a t i o n s and ideo log ica l 
compulsions of Rhine Land, e spec ia l ly of Trier_,v/ith which 
Karl Marx v;as fami l ia r during childhood^also had gone i n t o 
the s t r u c t u r i n g of Marxian Socialism. E th ica l concepts evolve 
when man r a t i o n a l i s e s upon his economic and s o c i a l c i rcumstances. 
The non- ra t iona l appeal of the p o l i t i c a l progra."imes of both 
democratic and s c i e n t i f i c soc ia l i sms , i n s p i t e of t h e i r prima-fac'ie 
r a t i o n a l na ture and low f a i l u r e r a t e , i s brought out by 
George Urban in an a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "Gorbachev Vs Lenin" 
- ( " v a n the Revolution Fail"). 
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"But the decis ive appeal of Marxist - LeninisiPi has 
never been merely or predominantly r a t i o n a l . From the 
very begining i t fed on the Utopian longings of the r e s t l e s s 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s — i n t e l l e c t u a l s of the type who, in e a r l i e r age, 
would have preached a comparable message wivh comparable favour as 
vagrant scholars or ega l i t a r i an c l e r i c s along the t rade 
routes of Europe" . (The Times •' London: October: 1987), 

In the mind of comrp.on man̂  s c i e n t i f i c social ism in i t s 
u l t r a format of Marxian soc ia l i sm, i s the most r a t i o n a l 
expression of p o l i t i c a l philosophy, V/hen one appl ies Matthew 
Arnold 's concept of ' h i s t o r i c a l f a l l a s y ' to the provenance of 
Marxian theory espec ia l ly in r e l a t i o n to i t s autobiographical 
g e n e s i s , one i s convinced of David Mc Le l lan ' s views on the 
ciiildhood influences of Marx in the emergence of Marxian 
t h e o r i e s . The French doctrine of Utopian socia l ism appeared in 
Tr ier of Rhineland where Mordecai turned Karl Marx was born and 
brought up . The sparks of French Revolution, about which Robes­
p i e r r e to ld the Emperor that France could not export democracy 
and revo lu t ion to iAmerica' v l thou t p r a c t i s i n g the same in the 
na t ive c l ime, ign i ted revola t ionary embers in the Rhinelando 
The p o l i t i c a l movements in Prussia and SlovaJcProvinces happened 
to be the immediate f a l l - o u t s of French Revolution which s t i l l 
remains as the mother module of a l l r e v o l u t i o n s . Young Karl 

Marx; was a victim, of his f a t h e r ' s unemployment brought out by 
the f l u i d p o l i t i c a l s i t ua t ion of Rhineland, The annotat ive and 
tho connota t ive verbal symbols of Marx's wri t ings are la rgely 
B i b l i c a l . A chronic Marxian may brush off the B ib l i ca l roots -
of Marxian economics: but there i s s t i l l a su rp r i se fo r him when he 
i s t o l d tha t ,Rabbles of Trier from l6 th century onwards were the 
ances tors of Marx, The pious a i r of an educated lower middle 
c l a s s family which had gone i n t o Marx's in tegra ted pe r sona l i ty 
and the f a c t t ha t Mordecai the boy, s tudied to pray at the 
knee of his mother v/ould be too heavy for the r e l i g i o n less 
Maixis t to f e e l proud of the o r i g i n a t o r of the ' i s m ' . 
Karl Marx became one of the premier i n t e l l e c t u a l a r i s t o c r a t s 
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of the world from such socia l and r e l i g i o u s o r i g i n . Karl Marx 
ca r r i ed the ce rebra l ideas of socia l ism about him for more than 
ten years before t h e i r ve rba l i sa t ion ; a f ea t repeated by 
Charles Darwin by squaring the period in to twenty before 
publ ishing the Theory of Evolutiono Both the theory of 
revolu t ion and the theory of evolution took Establishment 
by s torm. Karl Marx inputed the most b r i l l i a n t i n t e l l e c t u a l 
parameters i n to his concepts and t h e o r i e s . That might be the 
reason though people, who d i ssoc ia te themselves from Marxism 
on i d e o l o g i c a l , p o l i t i c a l and economic reasons , s t i l l get 
assoc ia ted with Marx's writ ings on l i t e r a r y reasons. This 
view goes contrary to Raymonds William's stand that^ 'seldom 
one becomes a Marxist on l i t e r a r y grounds'^ as may be found in 
his book e n t i t l e d 'L i t e ra tu re and Marxism'. 

Orwell 's 'democratic Social ism' is s t r u c t u r a l l y meta­
physica l in hooking up s i m i l a r i t i o s among apparent ly 
d i s s i m i l a r o b j e c t s . His I 'jolitical philosophy l i k e his mode 
of w r i t i n g , which achieves the fusion of p o l i t i c a l and a r t i s t i c 

_ / ; r ea t ive^wr i t inq , , . , .. , . 
purposes of / - perfec t ly Setrays an obvious con t rad ic t ion 
to the u n i n i t i a t e d . Orwell, v;ho attempted t h i s mode of 
wr i t ing bought i t s perfect fusion in "Anim.al Farm", Democracy 

"̂  A, 

is the ideology of to le rance ; i t is the brain ch i ld of 
s c i e n t i f i c empiricism and pragmatism. Alan Sandison i n t e r p r e t s 
Orwell with an off-beat perspective in the c r i t i c a l book 
e n t i t l e d ^ ' T h e Last Man in Europe' . He t r aces the common 
elements , convict ions and passions of the I6th century relig-ious rebel. 
lI'Aartin Luther and his 20th century secular coun te rpa r t , 

Geor e Orwell. The pedigree of d issent t r aceab le in Luther 
runs through the L lo l l a rds , i \ i r i tans and Evangelicals and 
gets c r y s t a l i s e d in the Liberation Theology of the post — 
1984 pe r iod . Alan Sandison analyses the P ro tes t an t 
consciousness and t r ad i t i ons in Orv;ell's w r i t i n g . At a 
micro l eve l Oi-we 11's t r a i t of puri tanism as espoused by 
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Milton, Bunyan and R.M. Tavwey, e spec ia l ly the l a s t one 
who concret ised and c r y s t a l i s e d the pur i tan e th ics in to 
Socia l i sm, contributed to the r igorous elements of the 
t r a d i t i o n of 'democratic S o c i a l i s m ' . R.H, Tawney becomes 
the Pope of Purritanism while G.D.H. Cole and Karl Ka tuky 
become the lopes of Anglican Social ism and Marxian Communism. 
David Kubal who gives the r e s t r a i n e d compliment of 'not 
a f in i shed system of p o l i t i c a l thought ' to 'democratic 
Soc ia l i sm ' , is close to Sandison in his i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
Orwell 's p o l i t i c a l idea:Kubal s a y s : -

"His i n t e l l e c t u a l ances to r s , then, were 19th century 
r ad ica l s l ike William Cobbett , Dickens and William 
Morris and Moderns l i k e Thomas Hardy and D.H. Lawrence, 
r a t h e r than Marx and Lenin« He is a l so r e l a t e d to the 
enlightenment^,liberal thought of E.M. For s t e r 
as well as Arnold". ("Outside the V/hale" P:142) 

The synthesis of d i spara te elements of "social and 
p o l i t i c a l ' i sms ' which i s n a t u r a l to the compromising 
i n t e l l e c t u a l cul ture of the B r i t i s h , i s i n t e g r a l to Orwell 's 
ph i losophy. David Kubal brings out the sub t l e compromise of 
revolu t ionary ardour and immobility of status—quo in Orwell 
as follows>-

"During a period of t r a n s i t i o n when l i b e r a l democracy 
was obviou'sly breaking up and s o c i e t y was moving toward 
another , as yet uncertain form, Orwell attempted to shape 
a p o l i t i c a l idea with roots in the past t h a t would a l so 
accommodate the needs of the p r e s e n t . There was no question 
in his mind tha t man in the mid 20th century was i rrevocably 
a s o c i a l being, t ha t if he were to su rv ive , in f a c t , he must 
commit himself to making a j u s t s o c i e t y and combating the 
tyranny of any orthodoxy which would deprive him of his 
freedom* But the th rea t of a cataclysm never f r ightened 
him i n t o the extremism of a n a r c h i s t i c individual ism 
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or the other extronie of a ; ; o l i t i c a l p'.iloGO;;hy which 
denied the s e l f . I t is liis refusa l to see the world 
in s imp l i s t i c terms/nis courage in attempting a 
synthesis of self and socie ty , a synthesis in shor t 
of l ibera l i sm and Marxism which c o n s t i t u t e s as 
contemporary relevance" ( Ib id . I'P 143-44)", 

According to the F u r i t an t r a d i t i o n , as in the v/ords of 
R.H, Tavvney^"a man tempered by self examination, self 
d i s c i p l i n e and self control i s the p r a c t i c a l ascetic; 
whose v i c t o r i e s are not in the c l o i s t e r but on the 
b a t t l e f i e l d , in the counting house and in the market". 
Orwell, the p r a c t i c a l a c t i v i s t , who served God and 
honoured God^as Richard Baxter, a i i t r i tan proachery did 
a a r l i e r , had paid his homage f i i s t to .the t o i l i n g Bi l l 
and Paddy against the backc-jop of carpeted eloganr;e 
of French h o t e l s , a'r->r-v5rr's in the minefields of ,;igan 
and f i n a l l y on the Spanish, war frop.t, Orv/ell's deep sense 
of r eg re t for his pass iv i ty drying the f i r s t >Vorld V/ar and 
his f r u s t r a t i o n at the medical deferment from, act ive 
partlci»:>ation against Hitl^-r in the Seconr: .;ar l inger 
throughout his w r i t i n g s . Orwell 's out l ived contem;Orary^Lee 
lacocca also wri tes about his own medical deferment and i t s 

autobiography 
consequent d i s g r a c e m hio/;^written as a col laboxat ive ven tu re : 
a business syndrome in i t s e l f . The i n t e l l e c t u a l l y alive_^ 
menrally ac t ive and s p i r i t u a l l y throbbing personal l i f e of 
Orv;ell, including his m.arriare a t doath-'-iod are ind ica t ive of 
the r igorous aspects of his p e r s o n a l i t y . Orwell conferred 
a moral sanct ion upon the g l o r i f i c a t i o n of act ion and the man 
of a c t i o n . According to Alan Sandison , " in the Day of Doom 
when the Saviour s i f t s the Believers and the Doers and 
judge them accordingly,Orwell w i l l lead the t r a i n of Doers." 
Lesser mortals of verbal b r i l l i a n c e w i l l be far behind in the l ine-up. 
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vVork i s r i t u a l ; i t is worship and worship f or t i f i c s , Bot̂ v. 

t/iS a safety valve for the pont-up c rea t ive energies of man oa^ ob (M.o.n.x.ia.w 

£\vork is a na tu ra l n e c e s s i t y . In Orwell, ideas and thoughts 

come from ac t ion; from l iving l i f e to the l e e s . His l i f e 

was a continuous search for experience, toowledge, enlightenment 

and t r u t h , as f.'.ohan Das Karam Chand Gandhi's was an experiment 

with Tru th , 'His i n t e l l e c t u a l passion and emotional dr ives took 

him physica l ly from Burma to Paris and imaginatively to the 

loveless c e l l a r s of Miniluv (Ministry of Love). The p o l i t i c a l 

idea of 'democratic Soc ia l i sm' , to a f-.̂ ŵ  only a negative reformist 

and r e v i s i o n i s t f o r ce , is a cons t ruc t ive programme to be applied 

in i t s area of operation cons is t ing of the na tu ra l world and the 

dai ly l ives of man. The j i o l i t i c a l idea of 'deiViOcratic Social ism' 

is a s p i r i t u a l value'.but not t r ancenden ta l . I t is a de r iva t ive of 

the t r a d i t i o n to v;hich Orwell a f f i l i a t e s himself; the t r a d i t i o n which 

wants to bring physical r e a l i s a t i o n of the Kingdom of God on earth'-

the New Jerusalem. Orwell 's c r i t i c s who bring out his emotional 
too 

l inks with Dicke-ns who laughed out when angry, s t y l i s t i c l inks with 

Swift and Johnson y place him in the t r a d i t i o n of the s p i r i t u a l i s t 

Dante. Maurice Hussy a f te r observing the passing off of the calendar 

year 1984 without the occurrence of the apocalypt ic f an ta s i e s of 

Orwell s ays , "If he Vvfas a s o c i a l i s t who was inheren t ly anti-^vlarx, 

an t i -Len in , a n t i - S t a l i n and an t i -Tro t sky , he can be allowed as 

unbel iever with a r e l i g ious temperamient to have a leaning tovvards 

C h r i s t i a n i t y ". The mora l i s t in Orwell, who could not blow his 

nose without moral is ing about the condi t ions in the handker-chief 
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indus t ry , as Cyril Connolly rr!ischievi.jusly roraarks '.varrced the 
r e l i ;ious a t t i t u d e to prevaiJ in the secular world with the 
belief in the immortali ty of hurnan sou l . Orwell 's bel ief in 
l i f e a f t e r death was not sec re t ive as severa l e cc lo s i c s t e s had 
rr.aintained then. The hope for man caught in the whirlpool of 
p o l i t i c a l ' i s i n s ' , soc i a l orthodoxies and personal 'make-bel ieves ' . 
is the r e l i g ious a t t i t u d e which accepts death as f i n a l while upholding 
the immortali ty of the SO\J1, Orwell 's imagery of modern man cut t ing 
the branch of the t ree u -on which he s i t s without being aware of 
the cess-pool of barbed wire to which he w i l l f a l l when the branch 
gives off, brings out the predicament of man without r e l i g i o n , 
His reference to the mut i la t ion of the wasp, i t s continued 
sucking of the jam and the f i na l awareness of the araputation done 
on i t when attempted to f ly away is suggest ive of nan ' s s leep 
walking exis tence t. i l l the eve of dea th . Religious be l ie fs of 
Orwell c o n s t i t u t e the inner cosmos of his p o l i t i c a l idea of 
'democratic Soc ia l i sm ' . 

Orwell was motivated in his e n t e r p r i s e to bring about 4 
man's change of heart wh.ich is m.orally and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y superior 
to enforced e g a l i t a r i a n menta l i ty . The working class is the 
surviving icon of s o c i a l i s t p a t t e r n . In order to bring about 
phys ica l a c t u a l i s a t i o n of his vis ion of 'democratic Socia l ism' 
Orwell even suggested an a n t i - s o c i a l i s t c o a l i t i o n of prosperous working 
c lasses and middle c lasses of the i n d u s t r i a l areas of North and 
i/ddlands of B r i t a i n . Such a p o l i t i c a l c o a l i t i o n would repeat 1906 
and 1946 of Br i t i sh p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y : a c o a l i t i o n tha t vote<tout 

had Churchi l l who^cetorted at the time of Parliamentary decis ion of 
equal pay to woman by saying tha t i t would remain only in the 
s t a t u t e book. The r o l e of t rade union power, in the scheme of 
s o c i e t a l c o a l i t i o n , whether t rade u n i o n ^ r ep resen ta t ive 
i n s t i t u t i o n or no t , was only vaguely touched upon by Orwell, 
The emergence of S o l i d a r i t y and Lech vValsea in Poland with two 
mi l l i on c o l l i e r y workers hi^ subsequently proved tha t t rade 
union and s t a t e ' might/- mutually exclus ive in a s o c i a l i s t s e t up . 



- 33 -

The f i ne r i ssues l ike the equation between the ^modern day 
mammoth t rade union organizations and other s t r u c t u r a l outgrowths 
of democratic s o c i a l i s t society when a oopular government 

c ome 
cons t i t u t ed under kht- p o l i t i c a l idea v.'ould^to ru le ,were not worked 
out by Orwell. Socialism is no more taken at heart as 
a doct r ine concerning production and ovmership. In l i eu of s t a t e 
monopolies and the monolithic s t a t e of Russian brand Socialism, 
p r iva t e monopolies and p l u r a l i s t s t a t e which usher in popular 
ownership of means of production has become economic e n t i t i e s of 
both s o c i a l i s t and market economies in the present day g loba l i sa t ion 
of economjss. In Bri ta in v;here socia l i sm i s on i t s l a s t leg, more 
than 20/b of the people are ovmers of Br i t i sh Telecom and Br i t i sh 
Gas , e spec i a l l y , t he l a t t - r which divides the p rov iden t i a l boom of 
the North Soa among the people. In the USA, the Mecca of 
Capi ta l ism, 16% of the people c o l l e c t i v e l y ov^ the means of 
production by owning stock market s h a r e s . During the hey-day 
of itocialism, n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n was the norm. Capital ism by the 
i n s t i t u t i o n of p r i v a t i s a t i o n of n a t i o n a l i s t . . means of production 
achieved what Socialism could not usher in by s o c i a l i s a t i o n of 
means of product ion . Moreover worker 's p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the 
equity c a p i t a l of corporate bodies makes them the ovmers and th i s 
in turn gives f i n a n c i a l secur i ty to the working c lass kno-vvn 
previously only to the middle c l a s s * Ownership through secondary 
market gives to the vyorking c lass something to hold on to and 
hand over to the ch i ld ren . 'democratic Soc ia l i sm ' s tands"for 
ov/ning means of production while Socialism is for working by i t . 
By rewprding Anthony Eden's concept of the 'p roper ty owning 
democracy', 'democratic Socia l ism' can be termed as a social ism 
t h a t owns p rope r ty . The cal lous Socialism which brings in 
dependency, bureaucra t ic mismanagement and inef f ic iency vei led 
in the c o l l e c t i v i s t s logan, is no more the socia l i sm espoused 
by the i d e a l i s t s of the 30s and the cynical i d e a l i s t s of pos t -
V/ar e r a . The assumptions of 'democratic Socia l i sm' are 
i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c r a the r than c o l l e c t i v i s t ^ p r e f e r i n g p r iva t e to 
5 t a t e ownership, put t ing the r i g h t s of the l a rge r numbers before 
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the i n t e r s t of the t rade unions. The i n d i v i d u a l i s t s t r eak 
of 'democratic Socia l i sm' could be the saving grace of B r i t a i n , 
where c o l l e c t i v i s t influence on the i n t e l l i g e n t i a i s s t i l l 
above the threshold l i m i t . 

The che^kiness of the Br i t i sh Monarch v;ho said in the 
T h i r t i e s tha t everybody in Bukingham Pala ce was a soc i a l i s t ^ 
when contrasted with the disowning of S o c i a l i s t lea. ning 
even by confirmed Br i t i sh andContinental s o c i a l i s t s sends the 
message of doted na ture ' about conventional soc ia l i sm. Eastern 
European c i t : zen ry might f i na l l y take, i t s e l f to the sub t l e 
compromise offered by 'democratic S o c i a l i s m ' . The s o c i a l i s t 
turned Communist party of Bulgaria, the c h r i s t i a n Democrats of 
Western Europe, S o c i a l i s t un i t i e s of Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia 
and the S o c i ' l Democrats of Germany an(J Benelux countr ies are 
Democratic Soc i a l i s t s both in content and s t y l e under d i f f e r en t 
banners . Hi ' ; tor ica l f ac t s and r e a l i t i e s have been undergoing 
tu rbu len t c'r-inges since the Revolution of the Great VJar v in t age . 
There has not been p o l i t i c a l compulsion for unenforced on- l ine 
Socialism except the personal a n g u l a r i t i e s of pseuMo.Marxists. 
The dodderifiO Big Brothers are out; Let ideas undergo t inker ing 
when p o l i t c - 1 f ac t s demand so and Socialism be replaced by 
democracy rooted in Socialismo.^ 

The economic and p o l i t i c a l inf luences of Adam Smith vjho died 200 
years ago are wr i t large in a l l C a p i t a l i s t and Social Democratic 
na t ions of the world 'even though the 'Wealth of Nat ions ' does not 
conta in a single a n a l y t i c a l idea, p r i nc ip l e or nrethod t h a t was 
e n t i r e l y nev/*, as Joseph Schumpeter observes . Technologies of a l l major 
i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s have been remaining without revolut ionary changes 
since Indus t r i a l Revolution. The adeptness of the Japanese in tin^fering 
with old technology revo lu t ion i ses automobile, e l ec t ron ic and "nicro 
chip Industry . George Or'/^ell's p o l i t i c a l v/ritings do not antomb any 
epoch making new idea; but the old p o l i t i c a l idea's a p p l i c a b i l i t y in 
the present day context might take 'democratic Socialism* to tha rank 
of immortals. 


