ACKNOWLEDGEKNKENT

1 am indebted to Dr. B, Dasgupte, Professor of Zoology and
Principal, Dexrjeeling Govermment College, Durjeeling, without
whose inspiration and guidance 1 could not start this wvork. He
helped me in sll steps with valusble suggestions and directions
and overall supervision, 1 express sineers gratitude to Dr, 8.K,
Dasgupta, Professor and Head of the Department Zoology, Presidency
College, Calcutta, and to Dr., P, Chakraborty, Head of Post-graduate
Lepartuent of Zoology, Darjeeling Governwent College, Darjeeling,
for kindly providing laboratory facilities, without which no
progreas could have been made,

Thanks are also due to the following persons for their help
in various ways during the course of (his studyt Dr. M, Datta of
Zoological Survey of lIndia; Sri. A. Bhattacharyas, 8ri. 8. Des
Mahapatra, 8ri. 3. Kazoomdar, Sri. P.K. S8shas, 8ri. P. Chowdhury,
and Dr. 8. Santra, of Presidency Collegej Pr. D. Pradhan of §t.
Joseph's College, Darjeeling; Pr. T, Midya, Pr. 8.K. Dey, br. b,
Mondal, of Darjeeling Govermment College; Dr. B.C. Nandy and
Dr. . Banerjee of Hoogly Mashasin College; Sri. C.X. Sinha of
Jhargram Ra) College; Kt. Rev. J . E, Ghose, Bishop of Darjeeling;
Sri. U.K., Maitra and Sm, Gouri Sen of North Bengal Universitys
8ri. 8, Banerjee and Dr, R, Roy of Zoological Survey of Indiaj
Sm, Swati Gupta of Bose Institutej Sm. Aditi Ghose; Sa. Jayjayanti
Begeni; Sm, 8ikha Ghose, Sri. A.K. S8inha Hikkim; Sri. M. Biswvas,
8ri. D.N. Laha and 8m. Kali who helped at vaerious steps of the
work.

I am ever grateful to the members of teaching and Non-teaching
stalr of the Zoology Departments of Darjeeling Govermment College
and Presidency College for their manifold help and courtesies in
connection with this work.



I owe much to the council of Scientific and Industrial
Research, New Delhi, for financial assistance in the form of

Research fellowship at the begimning of this investigation.

The constant inspiration and help which I received from my
parents, my husband and Other wembers of my famlly cennot be
expressed in langunge. Without their effort, blessings and good
wishes this work would not nave been completed.



