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Yaéh‘ ‘Pal, - distinguished
reciplents of . Doctorate Degrees :
year, ladles and gentlemen L :

»g m my dutxes if 1 do “not extend :

velcome the present Vice Chancellor,

‘ossesses an: extraordinarlly modern outIook and a

Umversity will make rapld progress. _

| On behalf  of the Universny I would like  to extend a
"very warm welcome to my friend, Professor Yash “Pal, X
~Chairman ‘of . the - Umversxty Grants Commtssxon and thank

h1m for consentmg to be the Chlef Guest: ‘on this occasron. :

térjee. ; Steeped in the rich - tradxtlon of Indlas it

; I ‘have no doubt thatf under hi_s stewardshipyk"thi’s_' e




GOVERNGROFWESY BENAL

His presence today is of special significance. A  scientist
of international calibre, he is a source of inspi‘ration' to
budding young scholars. ‘I am happy that he can see. for
himself the 'ef'forts which the " University has been making
to 'raise academic standards and contributing to the study
-of some lbranches of knowledge which are regretfully neglected
- in fhe country.
| In honouring Shri Gopal Haldar, Professor Irfan Habib,
Dr. Mani Kumar Chhetri- and Professor M.G.K. Menon, this
University is honouring .itself.. I have every confidence
thét the examples of these tg;wering personalities' __will inspire
the young peopie who are receiving their -degrees today or
who are its students.‘ | .
1 wduld like to express my  satisfaction with the progress

that has "been made by' the University' during the last one

year. 1 am deeply appreciative of the efforts which are
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being made to bring the results up to date and fo eliminate
the time lag between admission to courses and the admission
of the candidates to the respective degfees.

The country tdday is faced with an uncontrolable rush
~of students in Colleges and Universities, even though the
totél number of students receiving tertiary education. It is
still less than half of the number of students recomménded
by the Kbthari Commission almost two decades ago. Suitable
jobs are not available to those who get their degrees. This
causes frustration and disabpoiptment. It is -an unnecessary
‘drain on the country's limited resources; and yet the urge
of - the young people to avail of their constitutional right
of equality of educational opportunity and of impro\ling o
their - social * status éannot be ignored.. .The resulf is that
8 majority of our students are receiving .a' sub-standard

education which neither helps them improve their personality
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nor their capacity to serve the nation. In this situation it
would be wiser for the country to ‘move quickly in the
direction of the vocationalisation of Higher Secondary Education
at the 'plus-two' stage. Today, employment opportunjities
are mor;e easily . available to those who have acquired
vocational skills rafher than to those who have taken plain
degrees in subjects like the libefral Arts. Bélonging to a
liberal Arts discipline myself, I am not denigrating the value
df the studies of liberal Arts.. The humanising impact of
liberjal Arts on young minds cannot be denied. Unfortunately,
in many cases, the education in the usual Arts subjects becomes LR
what a distinguished educator once. said, 'a body of knowledge
which is conveyed by the teacher .to His' pupil without passing
through the minds of either'. Vocationalisation on the other
hand is not merely to provide more job qpportﬁunit‘ies to the
.stud‘en.ts concerned but also enableiyoung people, who ,afe

from now or are going to  exercise their franchise, to
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contribute - materially to the advancement of the country.
I can mention by way of illustration many vbcations such
as Computer Programmers Machine Operators,’ Para-medical
stz;ff, .mechanicé, persons who can strengthen the égro—
industrial base of our‘ country and above all the- primary
school teachérs. We need about four million teachers.
Sﬁitably qualified teachers are not available to serve in all
parts of the country. With industries expanding at a rapid
pace .and- the rate of agricultural growth continuing
notwithstanding droughts and floods, the service sector .of
the economy has to expand rapidly and qualified personnel
made available. Most of them can receive tﬁei_r training
at the 'plus-two' stage. This »woul:‘d relieve the pressure on
colleges and enable the country to spend more on a
comparatively limited number of students and thus improving
starxdérds. |

I would also like to plead for a quick implementation
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of.ghe policy of detachment of the 'plus-two' stage from
the colleges. . The funds that are needed to provide more
accommodation to colleges continuing‘ to have the “plus-two'
stage . can be more - fruitfﬁlly"vutil-ised if they are provided
- to the schools and the colleges relieved of their responsibilities
§f' 'plus-two' classes.

In this State,  the teaching departments of .the
vUniversities are primarily responsible for Post-graduate
Education and Research. 1 need "hardl_y mention here that
the standa:; of _ research cannot be raised unless we up-grade
the sylabus of Post-graduate Education. and conﬁnuously
review the subjects that are taught and the departments
,w_hich .afe organised for the teaching of these subjects. I
have no doubt that' the University community here would

rise. to the occasion and ensure that liké. the trees of

Contd...... page 7.



Himalayas, dead-wood ié chopped off and new plants
continuously introduced. The unmindful deforéstation of the
Himalayan region has wrought havoc with the environmént.
This is tfue literally as well as metaphorically. I have every
hope tha_t~ teac':her;s and the- students of this University would
not permit inteilectual barrenness to pollute the atmosphere
and degrade the soil of’ learning. ’

To the young graduates and prize-winners, I offer my
blessings and my hearty congratulations. I hope that‘ they

will_prqve to be worthy citizens of this great land.

JAI HIND.



