In the present work an attempt has been made Lo
highlight the history of Cooch Dehar cstate and its relations with
the British from 1773 to 183%. Cooch Benar was the only ﬁative
state situated in the North Eastern part of India. Britiéh contact
with the state had a great impact on the region. There ére SO many
works on the British policy and relations with the other native
states cn Indias But Cooch Behar has not received sufficient
attention of the Scholarse. Recently some work has done on Cooch
Behar's history of the earlier period; But the British era

nit' evto remains untouchede.

I have selected this particular pericd of Couceh
Behar's history because this period marks the most remarkable period
5f the development of British relationstip with the state. The
year 1773 was a transitional pericd in the history of Cooch Behar.
Tne conclusion of the Anglo-Cooch Behar treaty in the year 1773 had
& great bearing upon the state. Moreover, tuis treaty gave the
Zast India Company the firm footing ir tne Eastern region and an
opportunity for a new venture for trade and commerce with the

riimalaysn states which was the long cherisiied desire of the

sompany.

The selection of th: year iB839 had also a great
importance both for the history of Cooch Hehar and the East India

companye.  This is the year of the death of Maharaja Harendra



Narayan, last independent ruler of Cooch Behar who t -hpughout
his reign opposad the British ovsrlordships All the efforts of
the British Government during his reign proved absrtive. But

aftar the death of this feudal Ruler the British had a free
access over the stste. Though British relationship with the
state continued upto the Merger but I think the glamour of the
relationship ends in the year 1839¢ Because from this time
Cooch Behar became a friendly state to the British. Naturally,
it was nothing but the continuation of the former policy towards
the state:e The British contact ultimately smoothed the
transition of Cooch RBehar to the threshhold of modern age.

No authentic and systematic study on the period is
available. Cooch Behar Selsct Records, Vole I & II, Merger Merfur
and Chauvet's Report on Cooch Behar are the two valuable
printed source for the history of the periods Amanatullah
Ahmed's History of Cooch Behar (in Bengali), Cooch Beﬁar
state and itsland Revenue Settlement by Harendra Narayan
Choudhury are the two book available on the history of the state.
Sarat Chandra Ghosal's History of Cooch Behar igs the English
translation of Amanatullah Ahmed. DNr. 3urendra Nath Sen's
Prachin Bangla Patra Samkalan (Collection of letters in Bengali)
throws some light on the period. Thers are ample Records on the
later period of the history of the stats but it needs a separate
study.



Paucity of source materials for such a regional study
and prolonged search for it demanded a long time for the completion

of the work.

This dissertation has been prepared under the supervi-
sion of Professor D. Py Sinha, M.A. (Lond.), Ph.D. (Lond), formerly
Sir Jadunath Sarkar Professor and Head of the Department of History
University of North Bengal. This is an opportunity to express my
sincereest gratitude for the kind guidance and valuable criticisms
1 received from him without which it would have been impossible on
my part to complete the thesis.

Both published and unpublished records preserved in the
repositaries of the Government of India and the Government of West
Bengal have been utilised in preparing the Thesis. To the
authorities of the National Archieves of India, and the state
Archieves of West Bengal, my thanks are due. As to the collection
of the secondary source materials, I gratefully remember the facie
lities T received from the Librarian and the staff of the National
Librar;:fzﬁgwAsiatic Society, the Cooch Behar State Library,Record
Room, Cooch Behar, West Bengal Central Secretariat Library, the
Libraries of the Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner, Jslpaiguri.

I gratefuily remember Late Prof. Arabinda Deb of our
Department who encouraged me by his valuable suggestions. My
thanks are due to Prof. Tapas Kumar Roy Choudhury, Dr. Jasasbenta Kar,



at present Head of the Department of History, Drs Mihir Mohan
Mukhopadhyaya, Dr. Anand Gopal Ghosh and other eolleagues of
my Department, University of North Bengal, for their valuable
suggestionse 1 am indebted to Dr& Arun Bhusan Mazumdar
formerly Inspector of Colleges, University of North Bengal, for
his constant help throughout my period of Researche I owed a
much to Amlan Jyoti Majumder of Cooch Behar who helped me by
rendering with some rare books from time to times

Lastly, I would like to express my thanks parti-
cularly to my husband and all the members of my family for thelir
continued inspiration and sincerest help during my pexiod of
study. I should alse recollect the memory of my father and
fatherein=law, during their life always inspired me for such
study.

Ratna Roy (Sanyal)

Department of History,
UniversitI of North Bengal,
988



