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Phe pragent research Was started In 1985. The raseaich
'waa gulded bf; Professor HeCe czhmﬁzrfxt;mry (formsy Head,Sociology
4 Social pnthropology heparcment, Nerth Bengal University),
;i-shmm"fi can nor khank amply and owe & deep sense of gragitude
"fz:r his inva 1&;2:1@ guldance and constent encoursgeient in

zhe course of this worke

I am grotegul Eo the 1mth£o,x;;)wlo;ical Sugrvey of Indlas
{Calcuttal, ﬁc;;é providing a2 Wwith a three years! £e311e:’=ésni,p
ami also the Indian Council of Seclal celence Research {Mew
' ‘E}‘Eﬁl}"gi)', Loz a Short Texs poctoral Fellowship vo enable me

I should slso acknowledye here Dr. sharlt Bhodaik
(soclology Depertiment, Delhd Universityl, Hrs. e Chaudé}mxy
| (Sociology & Social mnthropology Departient, Hosth Bengal
Universityl, NE. Tanke Be Subba (Centre for H.-‘l.m:iayan Studiea,
Norkh bBengal U:’Aiver&aiéy).'atn& RE. e &e Bhattacharyve (Lducae—
zlen Department ﬁs:lkkim Governmark Degres College, Sikkim),
for thelr encouragement gilven in various vays in the cuurse

o€ this rescarch.

I aih obliged to the authorities of the Education
Lerartrent, Sotablishmnent mmrtmﬁt, sikkim Faplic Works -

neparvient, Sikkim Governdent Degree College, “sikkim GOvernment
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Law College, Directorate of Census Gperat i, Government of
Ttndls {sdkKim} and ﬂ‘eaf;';hers' Training Instituse, Gengtok
and many othey dis ‘ict: lovel authoritics and affi@igm of
various de‘.paztzmem,s of the wkau:, Governmnnt in. ma:;as
Gyalshing and Nomohiy for chedr uastinted help in the

collection 9f datge

Thenks are elso due to shri L.F.poot (Cencre for
ninalayan a::u:;iicas, tHorth uen:;al. Universicy) for dzaw.mg Lhe
mape The coe-operation and help received £roam all mspmu’i@ﬁts

'amd informants a¥e alsae grotefully acimwl@dged.

I Wm.zlci li!.e t:.o taahe this opportunicy oF mcmm.mq
: f‘ iy gravieude to 'vax.uashme Ganta Fredhan, Do e a‘aeavzguxx;a,
‘plcghen Phigy Bhutis, Se.i. Pradhan, DeB. Poudyaty Geie
sdhlisary, BeBs Theeny, Telie .‘ﬁazﬂ;&‘ca, Palle i?hfé‘ari; sulthendu
HMukheries, »8him Dag, Tapan ‘zahae;t:ﬁchazya, Chandén.i%'ay afr_zd
| Kashinath Bhaﬁt‘;aéharzya, ﬁ@r ta”-’inﬁ cake of oy zxzrmmal
problens and ne:i@ing msa in gbtt’.iﬂ{j ac:qudim:«.d 'thh tha

Sikkinmgse pecple ang wmwt.y.,

Last but not cha leaast I i ol Lgu;i Lo s m:i Mefle
ChakraboXty for typing tha manvserlpt of this thes:;..s and ¢o
My brother Shri Pradip !‘éanjara mt:ta who had been @y malor

daspiration to carry mut. this worlk against all odds.
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