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INPRODUGTION

A BRIEF REV1EW OF THE STUDIES ON WOMEN

The study deels with the life and labour of wonen
chrkérsxin'a tea plantation of Darjeeling district in West
ﬁBengal,, The main £a§us of the enquiry is to éelineate the
nature.of,theix vork participation in the industry and the
consequent adjustment in home 1ife, Thes study also refleets‘
the éhangés in thevstaéus and roles of women employed in tea
industry. Before I go into the details of the frame of this
study I think it would be in otder to present a brief review
of the soeielogiczl studiea cn'women'whieh, although limited,
- may serve to develop the raticnal for this study,

Since the last sixties although a good rmumber of
studies'héve been done on Women sociological dimension, hoVe
ever, nas remaired virtually neglected,  These studies have
mainly highlighted historical, e¢conomic, political and psye
chological dimensions of women's role in society., However,
the subject matters remain coniined te the women in ecomomic
and politicel activities; history of ideology of domesticity,
liberation of women, etc, inevitably, aims of these étudies
are concerned with the nature ol women's oppression, their

pains and problems, etc,.
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Ihe "Women Liberation Year" in 1975 has attracted a
number of Sociologists and sccisl anthropologists to study women
with various soeiological persﬁestives., £11 these studies ree |
veal thres difierenﬁ interpretations of women, and they can be
. grouped under three broad approaches, namely, Marxist, funce
tionalist and feminists According to the Merxists the position
of ﬁoﬁen-will vary from society to society and time to time
according té the pravé;ling economic and poli%iaal'relationships.
. The Marzists place vomen in the mode of production of & éociety
and interpret them fciming a classg a class which is subordinate
to z2nd oppressed by the supericr class formed only by men under
certain historical circumstances, At"the saﬁeAtime they put
little emphasis on the status differences between men and women,
The Marxists consider the genesis of female‘subordihatién in
the growing phenomenon of private preperty whichy in their view,
" has made posdible and necessary the exploitation of the biologi-
cal differsnces, On the other hand, the functionalists are of
the view that female activity in the home is essentially cultue
rale Their view héé often been associsted with a denial of the
propasition that women db in fact conatitute»a:subordinaﬁe'
group at all. $tri¢t1y’spéaking'ﬁhere is no theo?y of seXe
linked stratification in functionalism. Zhe feminists are
however of ke of the opinion that the system of male dominae
tion and female subjugation in the society arises eséentially

from biologieal inequality of sex. JThey believe that the
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biological imequality of mam and women provides the basis of
the seelal ihstitutions; particularly the famiiy, which have
developed to keep wemen oppressed. The feminists are much
more concerned with the sOciooeconomie opp?eSSion, exploitae
tion and tha liberation of women. There a#e two basic ideés
which have emerged from the feminists® thought « one is
egaliteriahism ahd thé.othar‘is libatationism.. The first
idea develops for the elimination of institutionally struce
tuééd.sex differences and sex roles.. The secondhidea ig
based on the belief that the social 1n5t1tuticns that oppree -
89 women as vomen also eppress people as‘people.AIn‘thé folloe
vwing secticns 1 shall make a brief revisew of the éafliar'stu-

dies made on women Irom These three papspsctives,.

Women studies s the Marxist perspective

The impa%tmnee of the position of women in humén
history and their roie in social change are mentioneﬂ~in the
writings of Marx and%ﬁngels.. in the theory of evolution of
class socliety they nave:analysed wonen's role in social proe
duction end their relations to the development of femily and
private propérty. -ﬁérz has also péinted out the condition of
women both in fomily and in wage;labadriwhen he has discussed

on the nature and working of capitelism « The form of family

1, Marx, Karl, Capital, Vol. I, Progress Fublishers, Moscow,
1971, ppe 37«27,
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ranﬂ the nature of women's oppression within it depend upon the
particular type of olass society in which it belongs. "The
Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State® is more
than an analysis of vomen's status. Set im an evolutionary
. framework, 1t shows hau'grivate p:opeﬁty has axiginatedg how
the fapily has developed aS'aﬁ.ecaneﬁic ﬁnit, how inequéiity
of property ownership and fipally exploitative class soeiety
" have developed. 1t also shows how women's social position
has declined as private-preperty has.gainedvstrength.‘ Enééis
: has tried tc establish the relationship hetweenlyroperﬁy,
class and SeXe - Engels' idea about the public 1abouf, private
property and the family is very lmportant for determiﬂiné
women’s status, He presents a historical process by which
vonen are transformed from free and equal productive members
of socielty to subordinste and dependent wives and mar&sg.
Marxz and Ingels have shared ﬁhe view that the status of women
in preeclass societies was much higher than the class socie=
ties which havé develonped latzer, |
Clagsical Mariists'argue_that vomen are not an
~ explolited group iﬁ‘the strict sense except in so far as they
becoma wage labourers. Women are regarced as ?otential histoe
rical subjects only when they enter inte the industrial labour

force, 1t is argmeﬁ‘by the e¢lasgical ﬁarxists that domestic

2+ Engels, Fag The Origin‘af1the-Family, Private Progerty and
the Staﬁe,-Pra?#ess~9ublishers, Moscow, 1972,




1ab9ﬁr do not produce surplus value, Sihee vomen as houses
wives and mothers are exeluded from social preduction for the
warket, thelr subordination iéfnet a constituent eiement of

the class system in eapitalist soclieties., Classical Marxists
viey that female amaneégation‘mmst éepend\on the entry of women
into soecial production . Emphasis is now lald on how family
functions te develep the capitalist order by the organized
werkihg class. bDBoth the state and famlly may be seen as siruCe
tures used to maintain and extend the cléss démimation of proe
perty owners in order to control these who work but do not owne
The Marxists view women as the proletariats,

The Marzist analysis of family under capitelism /
ig twofold. GneAaspect.is the role of the family invfegmlating
preoperty relations émang the owners of the meatis of production.
‘The other aspect deals with the part the family play® in the
reproduction = both physical ané social - and maintenance of
wage labourers, the producers of wealth. Theé contradictory
nature of eapitalism lies in the fact that while industrial
praéﬁeticn is social, the ownership and contral.ef ﬁroperty‘are
inereasingly congenxrated in the priVate hards, Another cofe
tradictory aspect is while production is sociel, the répro&ue-
tion and daily maintenance of the workforce is the private

rosponsibility of each muclear familye From these structural

Se Mlddletom, "Sexual inequal;ty and stratificstion theory"
in F Parkznq zeﬁ.), Ihe Seoeial Anaiysis of Class Structure,

Tavistock kublleatlons, L@ndcn, 1974gpp. 1&@-187.
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features the basie condition of the majority of women under
capitalism is derived.

Largula explalins the discrimination agaiast women
as ﬁh@ result of a hidden eéecononic structure inherent to class
society which can be Qefingé in relatien to the way in which
surpzus Iabaur is extraeteé»from class,society. Largula stae
ted that'class'éogiety is governed‘ﬁy tWQ_sﬁrucﬁural princie
ples & (a) the éiﬁisién in the classas and (b) the family ecoe
nomic unite The tWo structures are 1ntar&epenéﬁnt, ‘and changes
in one aspect bring changes in cther. Bhe further points out
that the authgri axian:natuxe of the family comes irom the
extraction;of wemén!ﬁiiaboﬁ; énd.thé;hidden-econsmic activiﬁy
within'it abserbs'haif of human,iaboﬁr..'Lavgﬁia éonaiders
that the unrecogniszed éxtraction of unskilled labour and the
'ﬁecessity‘af'prdlonging-ﬁt is,the.ba31$>fqr»disé§imiaa§ion of
' wbmen.s in a sdciéty-where 1abour~§awer‘isfé commodity to be
bxought in the form of wages, women work to maintsin the
members of a family without being pald directly. Not orly are
women rendered sconomically depenéent but their expleitation

4, Schoepf, B.G., and Ma?iotti, A.M. “Pblitics of theory 8
Particinant Cbservation in the Un;»ed States" in R.Eohrliche
Leavitt (ed.), Women Crass:ﬁultuma1<;, uouton,Publiabers,

ha@lE, Pdriﬁy 1975’ 23. 3930 7

\

Be. Lar uia, Loy %The Hconomic Basis of . ﬁhe Status of w@menP
' .RohrlzchdLeavitt (ed.) ibid.,y pp. 881 oaau
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is often masked by the fact that their domestic work remaing
outgide the'eommgdiﬁyapruduction.

MQrton defines family as a unit whose function is
palntenance gnd reproduction of labour power, i.0., the siruce
ture of the family is determined by the economic system for
& certain kind of labour power at a particular timee. Follow
wing Morton's view Secombe and other Marxist = feminists have
gried to establish the relatimnshiﬁlbetween the wage labour
and 6omestié iabour, Thus she has elaborated Merx's foruulae
tiom that the value of labour power is not only the value of
subsistence necesSary"far the 1éboureré but also include -
means necesgary for the mainténanee;gf the laboursrs amd'his
substitutes, le@ey his children. She alsoc tries to establish
the relationship between the wage 1abeur of wmmen and their
domestic labour. She formulates that married women enter into
marke% place greater in number because the wage for their lae
bour power isngreaier than the velue that they can produce |
through dGomestic labour?a This analysis of the role of domese
tic 1@bcar,~women's wage labour and the relationship between |
the two in eapitalist society have beem an impcrﬁant dinene

sion in the Marxzist theoretical understanding of women. It

6e For details of female labour power in family as well as in
~ society explained by F.lorton see R.Hamiltong The Liberation

of wgmen, George Allen and Unwing Lundcﬂ, 1978, PP 78—5&.

7e Secombe. “Domestic labour = a reply to critacs“ in
New Leff zieview, Wou94, 1976, ps. 87
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has also wade important strides over the study of women from
Marx « Engels® nistorical perspeétivé.

Hamilton makes a thorough attempt to study the
changing réle of women in seventeenth century iurope from
Marxist historical perspective. She examines how the rise of
capltallsm and the grauual acceptance of Protestantism have
4 separately and together radically altered every aspect of
vomen's life, She tries to work out the changes through a
Marxist explanation and the deep rooted patriaichal iﬁeolggy
behind this transformation through a feminist explanation .

The feamily and_wom@n‘s réle in it also make women
| a lebour reserve, JLhey are hired depending upon the needs of
the economy. <The position of working class women 1s characCe
teristic of relations between the sexes throughout the society.
The relation between men and vomen is always embodied in the
capitalist mode of production. Even in the middie class
family man is the bourgeois an& the wife represents the
: preletariatg. )

Firestone kas made a comprehensive statement that
the fundamental biological inequality has given rise to the

caste like system in which men dominate over women. Jhus the

&¢ Hamilbtoviy Key Opecit,

9 Marx, K, and Lngels, F., Selecteu Works, Lawrenee &
wlshart, Lonuon, 1868, pe 810,
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two sexes have hierzrchical relationship. This institutionae
1ised inequality is the basis of womeds’ oppression. She
emphasizes that the achievement oi full self determination

~ including economic independence of both women and children
woulﬂ_require funtlamental changes in our socisl ang economic.
strueture, Firegstone®s work is not.dialeet;cai beeause the
notién of class aontfédiétion‘is absent in her writing and the
social universe is irreversibly split into two separate worlds,
namely; material and culturai. It is & combination of crude

materislism anc ecologlcal determinism but the e%ass'dialectie
, 1

basaed on sex is‘nat established in her writings . Mitchell
hag criticized Firestone's attempt to incorporate Marxism
within the "Radical Feminist" framework épd advocates the
search forlatMarX1st golution to the problems raised by the
feminists, She further reéommends a separate and independent
‘ana;ysis of_structurgs of female oppréséion in different areas
and i@ different societies and formulaiés to separate the
conscious opgosition_from the unconscious opposition of women.
According to her feminism ié a consclous political ideclogy
vhich arises in particular historical‘cﬁrgumstances. Iﬁitehell
uses psychoanalysis fer studying the classes and the position
of women in human socieby. On the basis of Ereudian findings,

she has developed a;ﬁheoretical.analysis of patriarchy as a

10, For S,Firestone's "The didlectic of sex" see R.Hamilton,
OJ)QCitog PDe 8&.870 ‘
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paraliel theoretical analssis to her vork on women and clags,
She emphasises that ﬁhe capitallsz mede of pr@uuction and the
ideelogical mode ef patriarchy must be analysed separ&telyll.
' Sack tri@s to examine Engels's ideas about the
importance of publi¢ labour, private property and the femily
for determining woman'& status. She explalns the exploitative
nature of class saui@tles and the relataonship of property to
class and sex and separates two sets of ideas s (1) the mate-
rial basés of wamen’s status ;? that social or publie labour
nakes men or women aﬁult cmtizens in the eyes ei society and
thattmen'$ ownership of private property establishes their
dominance over women in the fapily and. society and (2} those
about the evolutionary aspect  that women's status has become
seleiy subordinate and dbmes?ie with the development 6f'ma1e
private property, production for exchange, and class society,
~ H@wever, she does not support the second idea.-.ﬁccciaing to
her thére‘are two agpects of women's position e Women as |

- soeial adulls and women as wives, - The two can vary 3oméWhat‘-
-ind@pendentlymA In class sgcieﬁi;s the subordinate position
of women not only is derived groﬁ domestic property relations
‘but from the male public power which denies women's socieal

status, According to Sack the dichotomization of family and

11, Mitehell, d., “lWomen and Bouality" in J.Mitchsll and
ﬁ.Oakley (eds,.), 3k s of Homen, Penguin
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society is very strong in ¢lass society, . This makes women
regponsible for production of private use value end makes men
- responsible for the produetion of exchange values. Wage work
becomes an additieonal burdem which in no way changes women's
domestic work and responsibilitylg.

liowbotham has wade an attempt for synthesislng
Marxism and feminism as these two are complementary to each
other, She censiders Marxzism as a revolutionary veepon for
encountering the oppression of vomen and considers women's
work as that of wage labourers and houseworkers;s.

The Marxist analysis of vomen helps to understand
how the mode of production determines the lives of women within
. the houschold both by deiining the internal strueture of it \
and by locating thelr positicn in the éocial systeme IThe posSie
tion of women is better understood through the analysis of
mode of production and thelr place in the class structure, It
is copmon that the exploitéﬁioa of women im capitalist societ&_
flows from the class relations. At the sametime Marxism |

recognizes the special oppression cof vomen, its institutional

12, Sacks, K., “Lngels Revisited 3 women the Organization of
Pradvction and Private Property" in R.R.keiter (ede),
Iowards an@ Anthropology of Women, Monthly Review Press,

New York & Londony 1978, ppe 21le234,

13, Rowbotham, S., UWoman's consciousness e« Man's World,
'Pelican Books, Harmondsworth, England, 1973,
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and’ ideclogical supports. Marxism offers a theory of functions
of sexist institution, ideology and behaviour in supporting
and maintaining the social system. The status of women, their
domestic and nonedomestic roles and the-nature of family are
central to the materialist.theory of hnman»sociallevclﬂtien.

| The sexual antagonism is one of the major soeial confliets that

helps to hold the sceciety together,

Yomen studies § the functionalist perspective

~ The structure e functionelists try té»anmlyse the
interreiations between ﬁomen'a,status and the nature of social
system, and view the women's activities in home as essentially
cultural, ZThey often deny that vomen do in fact constitute a
subordinate group. . Women have one conceptual set of images
which'aré moulded by value systeme. Likewlse they have & set of
inages of men which are struetureéAby the central value systom,
Durkheim and LevieStrauss set up dichotomies botween sacyed and-
profane, and srbitrarily desigﬁateé men QS-éagred and vomen as .
profane, or men as actors and'women'aS'écted upen objects,
| Such polarized view is challenged by Kabsrry and Goodalee They
foecus on inﬁeractien.betweeh the quotidian and the ritual aefi.
vities of Australian aborigines. They deseribi the cruéiélly
impo?tént sconomic réié of}ébcriginal woﬁen apd show how these

determine the nature of the spiritual role of WOmen, refuting
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the mole view that women are excluded Irom the sacred state .

Malinowski states the division of labour by sex that the Ause
tralisn akorginel women are forced to do heavier work by the
other (brutal) helf of society and the rslation of a husband
to wife in its economic aspect is that of a master to its
siave auf aceording to him the husband has a definite 'overe
right' over his wifels,

Thé functionalists' view is that women showid be
studied in terms of role, fgnefion'and attritutes and they
should be treated as a social category, Mead thimks that
| there is hardly any éex~1inkeﬁ aptitude or abilities which
‘are universally acknowledged. In all socletles there are
eertain abilities and aptitudes wh;eh can be considered ag
typleally male and other as typically femalale;

In modern sociology the functional theory of
fanily also'éxpress@s‘sezist bias.. bdecording to Parsona-funq-
tionalism perceives a harmonlous division of labour within
the family between instrumental and expressive functlons,
The instrumental function is perfarmeé-bylmale, head of the

household and the expressive funection by wifeemother, :iiz

18, Rehrlaehﬁneavitu Raey B.Eyhes, and L.Weatherbard “Aborie
ginal Woman 3 ﬂale and Female Anthropological Perspectiv&s“
in Rl.Rohrlich-Leavitt (ed), op.eit., PDe 57071,

158, Ibide, Ppe 571=572,

16e Mead, M., Male and Eemale, Dell ?ublishing Co., few lork,Fws,
. PDe DECZED, .
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The tasks appropriate to the wifec-mother are thorefore those
of pattern maintenanee.anﬁ,iﬂtegration. But pattern mainte=
nance and integration prove also to be the majlor funeﬁicms of
the family a3 a whole, acting as a solidarity unit in the
context of an glways potentislly uqhasolidaristic total socige
ty. This form of the wifeemother functions within the family,
by the family itself in the wider social s&stem,'only Serves
‘to reinforce the identification of the wéman‘é role with that
oflthe family..'The:Parsonian theo¥Xy also states that the roct
of functions 6f the fémily énﬁvpréeminently of the adult voman
as the key perscmality in the internal family structure are
»_thése of socislizetion and the emotional stabilization of the
adult peKSQnality17. |
: | Froeman analyses that female oppression in a
society is garﬁicularly enbodied in twe core éoneepts starting
éssentiallyAfrom the éraditi@nal belief, The Lirst is that
meﬁ‘are mnore importént, mo¥re significant, more valuable and
nore worthwhile than those of women beczuse men are the primary
bread winners in the family, From the value comes the atiitude
thet a husﬁanﬁ must earn ﬁére’than his wife othervise he suffe
ers from @ loss of personal staﬁus. Secondly, women SurvVive
to please and aséisﬁ men@. Ehéir role is complementary to

that of men. They should fulfil the natural "feminine®

17, Pavsons, T., Hssays in Sociological Theory, Light and
- Life Publishers, New Delhi, 1975, ppe 6088,
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functions. - As they arve different from wen they should not
compete with them. From this concept comes the atiitude that
women are dependent on men for everything 2nd more particulare
1y for their social identities which defines the Sociélly
rewarded roles as wife, mother and mistress, Uomen cannct
squal to men ﬁithout the destruction of the interdependent

and mutﬁallv perasitic roles of male and femsle, Thefefore,
integration of sex reles and the acuality of sexes will inevie
tably lead to some basic structural changes of societylg.

In India studies op women sre mainly iniluenced
'by'structufe-functianélism. This ig gerhaps due to the hise
tory of origin of the two diseiblines4a Soclelogy and Saeiﬁl
Anthrepqlogy in this countﬁyfwhieh have been initially lnfive
enced by Brltish functionslisme. Host of the women studies
have been done tc.examine the‘chaﬁging roles,:éttitudes and
functions of famﬁly,'and its consequence in marital adJjustment
parﬁicularly of the educateﬁ'urbaﬁ one. However, it is found
that such atudies raraly take care af ccmparative gtudy of
men and women in similar cccupatlons 90 , | \
arinivas_has studied a mumber of factors related

to the caste system which eclearly affect the position of women

18. Freeman, J., Ths'waman's Liberatlon Movement in ﬁhé United
States" in R.R@hrlichdneavitt (ede)y Opecitey Ppo IERIEG,

19 Singh, A.M. HThe ~tudy of Vomen in South asia 3 Some
CurrenL hetacdolo ical and Hoscarch Issues® in A.de Souza
(edo), Women in Coniemporary India and South Asia, Manchar,

lew Balhi, 19809 Pe €70

223 GOMERSITY LIGTA0Y
AN 1385 RoIA RAMMORUNZID
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in Hindu society. Among the low castes the relationship
betwesen men and wcmé@ are more egalitarian than awong the
higher castes, Zhe lover castes alse try to raise théir stae
tug through sanskritisatidn, the consequences of vhich is the
'1owering of the status of ﬁomén and mak?nggghem suboréinate
.to men in moral, economic and rvitual terms . ..

According to Karve the system of caste, family
structure, kinship and maxriage affect the status of womem in
‘& fundsmental way, JThere are a mumber of factors related to
caste in India which clearly affect the position of women in
soeienyz;.

' ihe traditional attitudes and practises related
to ﬁhe_pesitibn'of:women vary £rom reglon to region and within
8 region frcm.chte o casﬁe..jThe reglonal variation is more
-important ﬁhan caste vafiaﬁion. 48 Kolenda points out, the
incidence of bridesprice, divoree apd remarriage varies in
practice from region to region, despite differences in the
ideals smong castes vithin one regibnag. The changing atbie

tudes towards family and marriagse provide an indicator of the

20, Srinivas, ﬁ.N., The Changing Pasiticn of Indian Women,
Oxford Unlversity Press, New Delhiy, 1978, ppe. 16=20,

21, Karve, 1., Kigship agganlsataon in lndia, Asia Publishing
House, Bowbay, 1065e .

22, For FM.Kolenda see A,M,Singh, "The Study of Women in
- Indie 3 Some Problems in Methodology in A, de Souza (ed.),

Women in Contemporary India, Manohar, New Delhi, 1975,
Pbe 194¢207, :
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changing position of women. It is assumed that the forces of
modernization and vrbanization lead to a deecrcase in the mume
" per of jJoint familles. Whether or not a women lives in a
joint family may have important consequences for her position

- in society and the opp§rtuni%ies that are open to her.

- Anether interesting dimansicn fegaréing caste is
the extent to which caste background affects women's . self
image and influences selection .of a role model or reference
group, Beteille also poinbs out that there are a muber of
| caste velated fectors which clearly affect the position of
ﬁbmen in Indian sbeiety.‘ ﬁ@ also cohgerves that among the
poor and low castes the ralationéhip=b@tween'menzgnd women .
is move @galita$ian than amoung the higher castes .

Deyaki Jain contrasts feministé whoe deny that
biclogical differences can be rarely extended to aptitudes,
In all soeietles there épé*certain abilities and aptitudes
. which are typically male and others are typileally female,
She‘argueé that research formulations will depend upon whee
ther women sre considered similar %o or different from menaé.'
The system of arranged narrisges aépears-to be

core of the society’s abillty to sustaln traditional images

234 Beteilleg feg "Ihe position of Women in Indian Society®
in Devaki Jain (ede)y Indion Women, Ministry of Informae
tion and Lroadcasting, Govermment of Indiay, New Delhi,
1976 | | ‘

24, Jain, Deveki (ed.), ibid., p. X1Ii.
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and role for women, except the‘:evélutianary:changes.in the
ecoromic and polibical spheres of a wider society., IThe conme
plex interrelationship of :egiénalism, caste, religion and
Joint Lamily is a condition specific to the situation of
indian womengs. ,

Although marriage &nd kinship have been studiled
in relation to women in a gociely recently scholsars have .
taken interssts in studying ppségicn‘of women, their chane
glng role, status and attitudes o« DBeliefs and practices
regarding polluticn havevbean widely studied as the scholars
eonsi&er the concepts eof Iemale éugceptability to pollution
to be central to the structure of the whole societye 4in the
ritual sphere'there-is a- dichotony between male and fg%ale
activities and rarely they share an egual ri@ual roie o

hecently a good mumber of studies have beeg done
on working women in Imdia, These studics have concentrated

on the changing status of middie class vomen zné conseguent

25."$ingh9 Adleg "The Study of Women in India : Some
’ problems in Methodology" in A.de Scuze (ed.), Women in
Gonbemporary india, Manohazg-nelhig 1975, pe 817,

Desaly Wey liomen in Modern india, Vora & Co. Publishers

Fot, L'ﬁﬁ Bombay .y 195%,

Dubc SeCa,y "Men?s and Women's heles in India® in B.E,
Ward (au.), liomen 3in New Asia, UNESCO, Paris, 1963,

Hate, C.4., Chenging Status of VWomen in Posteindependence
indla, Alliled Publishers Pvt. Limited, Boubay, 1968.
Kepadia, K.M., Marriage and Eaminy_tn india, bxtord Unie
versity Puess, Bombay, 1958

£
#)
.

27, Sipgh, Adie, 1975, 0peCit., Pp. 203204,
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problems of their merital adjustment o Kapur has studies

the middle class educated urban working women for understane
dihg their changing status, attitudes, marital snd familial |
‘relationships. It is found that e&ucated'wcmeﬁ'workers are
not only more tolmrated an& acceptea in the society than
before, but are even more re»pected and admlred. Old pre jue
f@ice asgainst work in offices awd shops ere gredually declie
ning. Unmaéried>and married women of middlé‘and upper cla=
. sses are increasingly entering into all typés of office jobs
botﬁ in public and private sectors, ‘wemgn ave gettiﬁg into
jabs and professions and continue even after theilr marriasge
not pﬁly out of sheef:economic necessity but also oq} of
various other socio—psyehc-situatienal'féctors and motivae
tion., Kapur axplorés the various factors affecting the
marital adjustment of the middlé class working womene. The
multiple factors studied are objectiye and subjective, The
objective factors are the‘family‘comyositisn; buskand' s

| income, number of dependents, types of wife's service and
husband%:‘oacupation. The subjective faetors are the agreece

mont or digagresment between husbhand and wife on vaiues of

28, Kapur, P., IThe Changing Status of Working Women in india,
. Vikas Publishing Housey New Delhi, 1974, See also her
Marriage and the Working Women in Inuia, Vikas valxshing
House, New Lelhi, 1970e
Khanna, G, and M,A.Varghese, Indian hemen foday, Vikas
Fublishing House, New Delhi, 1978. '
Srivastava, V., Employment of Educated Marraedawamen in

india, Wational Publishing House, New Delhi, 1978,




o 20 e

life, each otherstfolé-and'status, sharing,o£ household ées-
ponsibilitles, etcg?. Acecording to Srivastava the educabed
urban vomen vork ﬁainly for certain nonecconomic advantages,
Employment has raised the status of educated middle class
wowmen and they.have become more conscious and independent,
A% both husbagd'énd wife cowoperate aﬁd share domestic
#esponsihilitié& there is not much éroblems in funectioning
of the famliiy. Therefore;wamén‘s participaﬁien in work does
notvaﬁveésely effect the interpersonal relatidnship between”
rusband and wife, and also the auth@xity st?ueture'of the
femiiy. It is obéerved that working women belonging to the
lower class groups, however, are not mmeh in favour of women's
employment, they face much difficulties to work both in home
and outside, The educate@<employed vonsn are,igveurgbly
orienta&'tawards freedon from traditiopality. It is found
'that edncggion and,emplayment act as determimagts ol

ﬁodernity .

Women studies s the feminist perspective

The feministe éefine the systemApf mele domination
and female subjugation in society and try to assert the posie

tion of wemen in sexual hierarchy. Uomen as housewives as

29, Kapur, P., ibid., 1970,

30, vSrivastava, Vey OD.Cit,
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well as mothers have some culitural functiomns which aré often
determined throvgh the sezebased ideology of inequality. The
feminists eritiques start from the premises that differ come
pietely frém the traditional view of socisty, The feminist
approach is completely different from the structurslefvnce
tional appréaeh of women study. Yhe feminiSts consider that
men and vomen -are congtitutionally equal and share the same
human capabilities. Observed differences therefore derand

a eritical analysis nf the social 1nstitutions that cause
them, The analysis has been able to account for the diffee
rences in 1ife chances between men and women in society, but
there is & lack ef'differences among womene. <Ihe whole thepe
retical edifice is founded on the concept of "Patriarchy®
wﬁieh is an universal system oi political dominstion funCe
tioning with the realm of sex relationships, ¥For the femle |
nists the position of women is the question esnd issue and
beginning, The twentiethecentury feminism made ite centri- \
'buﬁion to the vomen® s movement,

Firestone has made the most comprehensive state-
ment on feminism. She states that there is a caste like
system of stratification upen the bielogica; inequaliiy‘of _
sexes, In sueh.iaequality men recelve the ego gratifieation
and enjoy ercature comforts from their domination of women,
Central to the analysisvwas the famiiye. She insisté that.

the achievement ol fullvself-determinatién including economic
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independence to both women and children would Trequire fundee
mental changes in our social an@ acon@mic sﬁructure?l.

The central theoretical orientation of Milletti's

study is based on the concept of "Patrisrchy"., She argues
that.female has fewer permanent'elass assoclation than male,
Women form a éependept class who -live on surplusaﬁn& their .
. very exlstence is psrasitic on men who rule them . Millett
contradicts herself on this point as she earlier points out ‘
that'the pre~cminent arena of sexuval revelution is within the
consciouSnéss.itself. ‘

fadiecal feminism has brought outsg‘very important
truth but it is a general nonespecific truth . %The feminist
approach lacks a particular analysis of the secial relations
of production. There is a lack of use of the method of history
‘and psychoanalysis in its theory. Ihe individual history, how
" a man or womap is made in soclal terms, how the bialogical
differences are transformed into their social meanings, ete.,
have mot been considered in the feminist apﬁxeaeh. This
approach is more conéerneé with asserting equal rights for

Poth the sexes, In this sense it is more a socioepolitical

31, Fer §,Firestone’s “The Dialeetic of Sex" see R.Hamilton,
Dp.cit.’ PPe %’89.

32, Miliett, K., Sexual Pelities, Hart Bavis, London, 1971.

83, Mitchell, J., Women's Estate, Penguin Books, Harmondse
-~ Worth, hngland, 1971, Pe 20e -
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movement than an effort to theorisze the status of Womens

So far, the approaches to the study of womén,
namely, the Marxist, the functionalist and the_ieminist have
been discussed. The functionelist apyrdach_seéks to underse
‘tand the place of women in the total social system. Sueh
an analysis generally providesg culiural interpretation of
vomen in societys'.The:feminiét approach is much more cone
cerned with the femsle eppression and their liberation having
. a politiéal overtone. ihe Marxisis interpret the structural -
loéation of women in capitalist societye. AL firstg'the’
Marxist analysis csﬁcentréteﬁ-mainly‘upon & discussion ¢of the

articulation between domestic labour and capitalism, but more

- recently there has becn a hightened interest in the role of

femaie wage labour asla variant’oi the industrial reserve
~army., Contributors of both fieids heve urged that it is \
'necessary to examine the inter-relationships between patfiar-,‘
chy and cgpitalism if one is to develop an adequate theory of
the sources of female subsraination.

The problem that is speeixic to tha field of voren
studiesfis the female factors and female avareness, The female
factors, ©.g.,y women's complem@ntariﬁy to men, their concepe
tudl positloning originates in a éarticular.category of social
rela:miénshigg»which generat@s eulturallyfdéfined images hela
by one'sex to another. The seciologieal signif;cance of the
fcmale factors lies in the extent to which it determines the

politica)l amd eultural structure of soclety s



THE NBED FOR INDUSTRIAL SOCIOLUGY OF WOMEN ¢
THE PROSLEN OF Jub SiGDY

1t is revealeﬁ from the foregoing discussion on
the approsches to the study of women that only the Merxist
approach has shown a keen interest to look at the position
of'industrﬁal women in the capltalist society. The studies
made on women from various ﬁéfspéetives 1ike_theif‘étatus ‘
and folea‘in the soclety, empleymemt in new profession, thelr
position, ote. have eonside#ably,igﬁored.ﬁo study the women
who eonsﬁitute an.impar%anﬁfpart eiﬂindustr;altwark force,
Evep in industrial soeielégy study of women has been negleCe
te&.f»ﬁhelﬁerm indugtrial éociclogy”would idezlly cover all
sociological'atudigs dealing with the prcductien syatam or |
| systems obtaining in a socisty in gzlation to one cf more
aspects of the totel social sysiem . It is trus that prq-'
duction system of & society not only includes male workers
but also women wWorkers either directly or indirectly, either
| partially or wholly along with the. other aspects of i—.hfe_
systeme - . ; |
| Howvever, the study of women industrial workers
ihas‘remained as an ﬁnexplored.area;- Specifié studies bearing

upon the problems of industrial women are almost rare, A

34, Sheth, N.R. and P.J.Patel, Industrial Sociology in India,
Rawst Publicaticns, Jalpur, 1979, p. 6.
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soéiology af‘industrial'aecupaticns which concentrateg solely
onn the mal@‘werk#%rg@ 1eadsﬂﬁola negiect afcanuimpcrﬁant.source
of differentietion within the workiforce as a whole. The aves

| of study in which a[tetal_heglect is naticed,is the plantae
tion industry., Vomen pignﬁaﬁion workers appear és a post nege
leeted category in industrial soeiology déspits.thé‘fact that
th@yreanstitnté a mmerical majority of the imdustf;ai empioy;
ees. in the organiseé sectors §f{industﬁy‘in india, ‘Eowevez,
_'I shall deal with this aspect in some details in the next
chapter. " '

& good number of soeiolagists have already warkeé
in the fxeld of 1nduatrla1 sociologJ. But most of them have
meﬁ.shewn puch interest in the study of in@ust?ial women
woxkers. Yost of the studieavon industrial saeiclagy exanine
'séeeific factory population in developing eountriessélfo Kery,
a soelo=aconomic development involves conflict between tradie
tional and mndernﬁways-cf 1life vhich ean restrain the pace of
devgiopment and has impsrtaﬁ% implications for the dévelqpméﬂt
of industrial labour foree. ZThe worker is upreoted from the
lerger family and village, The ilmsediate family at least for
a period is left in the village. These dislocations ave
accémpanied frequently witm-a new ‘esition and status‘for
lw@m@ni many of whem may alsaagcmp to be wage workers in face

tories or service employment .

35e K@rr G. .ﬁ.ﬁunlap B.H.Harmiscn and C.hdiyers,
1nduatriallsmaaé ¢adustrial Man, Heinem&nn, London, 1262,
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To Moore the workers in an advanced industrial
society are expected to show better adjustment, refleet groae
'ter occupational &nd geographical mobility anﬂ posSsess : highe

er level of commitment than in & less develeped society o« -

’ Nash has demounsgtrated a coeexistence belween |
'wurh@ré' allegianéa to the factory ané th@ii camm;tmentssgo'
their trad¢tional gocial structure in Guatemalan factoRy e

Lambert has found that the impact of technology
varies’ according to the relative distance of the pfoduction
system of g given fartory from the traditional technalogy of
the people 8. t |
| Morris shows that the shift from téaditionalgﬁ°
rural, agricultural occupations to modern, urbaﬁ, industrial
occupations has not been difficult, He has suggested that
 there has never been a real shoriage of labour in Bbmbay, and
vhenever Jjob opporfunities are available people have moved
from neaf as well as distant parts of the countiye In the
factory situation, it appesrs that the language, the region
and religion are more 1mportént cpiteria than the caste; to |

- )
- uake distinction,within the work foree -

3Ge - Moere w.E., Sccial Chagg_, Prentiee Hall An*ernatlonal
ING, Lovdan, 19628,

87, Wash, M., Machine age Maya s The Industr;alization in a
Guatemalan Community, American anthropological Association,
. Memolr No. &7, 1958
38, Lambert, R.D.y Workers FQCbQEEPS and Social Change in India,
Princeton University ?59%39 Frinceton Nd, 1963,

39 MNMorris, Morris; D.y, The imergence of an industrial Labour |
- Force s A stvgz of Boumbay Gotton Mills 1854-19579 Berkley
Caliiornla, 1963, . ’
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Sheth has studiéd the formal, informal and cile
tural relationship among the. people in 2 factory., He emphae
gises the migratory status of the workers, He argues that
the eulture and values of a pree-industrisal society often
co=exist with those attributed to the industrial society,
prdducing an intermixture of traditionalistic and réﬁidné—
1listic normaﬁ . | |

Sharmé examines the problenm of‘reeruitmént of
'workers to industrial jobs and thelr ggmmitment te industry
as well as the industrial way of life .

Ramaswany has studied employees' invelvement in
trade union activity in the context of their economic and
- politiea) affiliations, vork situations, the network of
social ‘relationships woven into trgge unien organization and
employers' behaviour and attitudes .

Bhowmik has studled on c¢lass formation améng
: -pléntation workers in West Bengale. He has seen the relation
between the planter and worker as that of master and QerVant ,
ahd not of employer and_employee. The labourers‘had fow

routes of sscape and they were forced into accepiing the

40, Sheth, W.R., The Social Framework of an Indian Factory,
éggg editian), Hindustan Publishing Corporation, Delhi,
®

4l. Sharm&, By The Indian Industrial Worker, Vikas
Publishing House Fvt, Ltd., New Delhi, 1974,

42, BRamaswamy, B.A. The Worker and His Dnion, Allied
Publishers, New Delhi, 1977.
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conditions of 1ife and. work imposed on them by the plantatiqg.
He has traced the growth of the trade union mcvemént among

the plantation industria1<warkers in West zgngal with special
reference to a particular garden in booars

Apart from the above general studies there are a
few studies exclusively on inuustrial ﬂomen. There 1§ a gence
ral neglect to consider women wWork participatlan in the labour
merket separately. However, the incressing work participation
of wemeﬁ in industry has some socioclogical significance,

Piho hes studied life and laEOUr of women textile
workers in Mexico city., Her study deals with the life of the
Mexican women workers in general, and witk the 1ife of the
textile women werkers iﬁ particvlar,. The stuéy‘concarnsu'with
her working couditiecnsg income, relationships with other wore
kers in the factory, 1iving'eondition§ in the home, main probe
lems, role in the family, etc. This study investigates the
real econonie anﬂvsceial-situatioﬁ‘bf women:textile workers
in Mexico citye. The findings show that the use of the working
woman's ineome is directly related to the number of family |
menpbhers depending on her, although_some oi them help to pay
the 9ommom costs pf‘iiving for the whole family group. The

working woman is used to a ceritsin personal Ifresdom and

43, Bhowmik, S. Class Fornation in the Plantation Systemq‘-
- Peoples Pubjlshzng hoxse, Vew Delhz, 1981, 7
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.therefore is willing‘to maintain her working status as long
as possibl@%Q. . _

In her study on Puerto Rican Woman Silvestrinie
Pacheco shows that the development of the tobaccoegrowing
industry and the rise of the needleswork industiry have a
considerable effeeé on the status of women because they help
to inco?poratg 1arga'numbef of women as workers. Freviously
- women had participated indirectiy in agricultural activities
such as sugar and coffse production, and thelr role was less
iﬁporﬁant than that of the male workers. But both in the
tokaceco prbcessing'and n@edia-work industriss wonen constie
tuted a significant protion ol the labour force and were
_dixectly responsible for the elaboratioﬁ of the end prodﬁcts.~
Thus they had the opport unity to participate activiély, togee
ther with male workers, in the labourvstruggle in the 1930'ss
Pacheco shows how the Puerto Riean women have raised their
level of awareness and increased their collaboration with
other socilal movements, After the strike in 1933, the women
ﬁeaded labour uniofnis responsive td their social problems and
thus begen organizing their ocwn labour groups, By thelr |
éfforts the ?uertc Rican women workers 1nad begun & new chapter
in the social hlstary of Fuerte Rico, Women's work and theilr
part;clpatlon in the economy of Puerto Rico certa;nly facilie

tated theilr engagement 1n,pelitical and social struggle of

44, Pihoy Ve, "Life and labor oi the women textile vorkers
in the Mexico eity" in BR.HohriicheLeavitt. (ea.), opeCit,,
Pp @ 199.%6 ™
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the 1sland. Gradually, women aisa'have beéomé active in the |
pro-indepenﬁence msvement and in other political aetivities.yi

' ﬁash has studied women in Bilivian tinemining
communitics. lhe special nature of the mining qommunity .
cultivates a totel participation of all those who live and
wofk in i%§ in pgrt becau$e of the isoiation:and in part
becausé_evenyone‘is girectly or indirectly'dependenﬁ on the'
same enﬁarprise. @he rate of pay directly afifects men, woumen,
’anﬁ'chiléren. ‘Men:anﬁ women have joined’tagether=in econgmic
and political actions to demand improvement, Mining women are
Yok 1solated froé each other or from the scené of industriel
struggle because the_éncampment is an extensiﬁn-gf the induse
trigl complex itseif@ A éétive par£icipants3iﬁ’ﬁhé_york
p:oeess,,thg women have developed their owh:OrganiZatiqns to
defend their rights as workers, Women's entry_igtof%he,resis-
ténee:mcvement signals the breakﬂowa not aﬂiy'afva normal’so-
cisl strucﬁuré, bﬁt also of the perscnal relationShips tha$('
,‘ﬁnderline~it- Thus women' s resistence of the Balivian tin mie
ning communiities hightens the sensé of social breskdown and
éhakés ﬁhe ery-feundation of the é@minantasubardinéte @égrar-
chy which has its roots in the home and family networks. '

45, SilvestrinlePacheco YhWomen as Workers s The prafio
" enee of the Fuertoe ﬁican Woman in 1930'8“ in R.Bohrliche
'Leavit?:, (eﬁ.)’ 101309 PPe %7-4600 o

46, Nash, J., "Resistance as Protest : Women in the Struggle
of Eolivlan Tin-Mining Communities® in R.hohrlichdLeavitt
(ed ), ibié.g BPRe 261.871.
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Bosérup explainsg the low rates of female cmploye
ment in industry. @ften thé vomen tend to prefer work in home
industries or in service trades rather than in wage employment
in largeescele industry. The more fiexible working hours im
nome industries are & great advantage to married women, and
partiéulariy tp vomen with small children. It is possible wo
obtain parie-tine employment in home industries but impossible
or at least difficuit in large indusiries with & more rigoe
fous rhythm of works. A manpower survey in‘Philippinéa shows
that among selfaemplpyed vomen in home inCGugltries and women
who are heiping in fémily indusﬁries,.i.e.aaméng those who
could decide more or 1655 freely their own working h@ursg
only 863 per cent work about 40 bours oF more per weel,
while ﬁﬁ-per cent of women wage workers in industry'wcrk
ab@ut 40 hours or more per vweek. Ip Indonesia, modern induse
tries attract women workers by_ofiering part time employment,
An official report of Calcutia suggests that a similar arrane
gément in the factories might be a suitable method to attract
middlie class.wémen<to industrial emplaymenﬁé?.

| 1t is however rovealed from the history and deve-
lopment of industriél sociology both in the West and particue

larly in India thet role of vomen workers has been neglected

47 Boserup. B., Vomen' s Role in Economic Develo nent
George Allen & Unwin, London, 1870, Pp. 114«115,
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in the sociological study of'industrial system.._In the begie
nning, social scientists working on- industrial problems were
‘gulded by twe scmewhat incompatible tasks 2 (1) concern with
the industrial efficiency and productivity and (1i) concern
with the basig democratic values of equallty and justicef

Ihe scholars felt cemmitted to the dusl goals of productivity
and social,@quality; The questioh of sccial eqguality in the
industrial system hgs however remainéd somewhat vague to the
scholars. They could not deal with the problem of social |
equality with totality of the system beesuse~of thelir sexist
blas, While the wmmeh labdur forca,istag'important part of
the total labour force their problews and inequality have .

not been canSidered_undér‘ﬁhﬁ studies on industrial sociolégy.
Most of the indugtrisl soclologists interpret their work behae .
vious im & simplistie mannésﬁ‘zwhe position of women in the.
cléss structure, the role of women in the capitalist mode of
pfoduetion and struectural ineguality have often been negleCe .
ted, Such neglaei of women in industrial occupations cannot
be usefully accounted siwply in terms of a sexist orientaticn
among male Industrisl soviologistsy- 1t is possible to- specue
late that the general neglect is due to the fact. that the
sociologists rarely offar:amy insight to study the women
vorkers in industry. Manylof.thé.soeiolsgists_beiieve that -
wemen are mére;transients inithe labour force and they have-

no serious vole in industry and no seriocus comwmitment to -
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_ callecfive organisation. &But in all incusbrial societies
women are increasingly entering in'the‘lahour force, Such
inceeasing work participation of women in inﬁustfy has some -
soclological significanee. When women take working industry
along with men, what is 1ts impact on them and changes in

- thedr lives, 1.C., étatus, prestige,; responsibilities, roles,
relations with others, kinship ties, ete. which might have
altered considerably. 4 wide range of social syétem can be
exaﬁineﬁ, leGey famlly, workgroup, uhion,-frienaship network, -
neighkourhood, community, eﬁc.'in terms of industrial g0Cioe
_ logy. IThe study of 1ndustrial women will open an avemue in
the study of inaustrlal saciology. ihe study of sociology

of industrial women should be Llinked to the énalyéis of the
total socia;»sﬁructure and the role ol women in this'parti-
cular structure.

The present study will try to f£ill up some of the
gaps in ‘the field of industraal women particularly coneerning
with the problem oi women wWorkers af tea plantation industry
in west Bengal, The fema;e work participation im tea indué-
try in West Bengal as well as in India is much higher than
in any other industry, 'Tea'industry experieneesregular
viﬁséease of female labour since its egtablishment, West
'Bengal provides the largest chunk of non-agricﬁitural female

workers (being 12 per cent) of which almost 80 per cent are
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: ag
isbourers in tea plantations .

Flantation system has a social system vith dlse
tinct class structure, econcmy amnd ways of 1ife that separate
iﬁ from the rest of the industriz]} gociety. The plantation
is an organised industrial venture where men are the privie
leged groub while to be women means to ha§e a series of limie
tations, - The problems which plantation women workers face
have a specific colouring depending upon thelr sociceeconomic
and cultural milieu in‘whiqh they have been nurtured and woue
i1deds There are certain limitations for them both in the
working situation and in the family-situation. Then vhat are
such limitetions ? Whe¥e do plaentation women stand im their
- traditional social stéﬁcturﬂ ¢ 1n order to analyse the
stétus of an exploited group, this study deals with the ma jor
factors affeéting the statns of women workers in plahtatian.

The.present study was conducted in Chandmoni Tea
Egtate in Darjeeling distxiét of WestABengal; The tea plane
tation has a labour force of which 48 per cent ave from the
vomen workers while rest of the workers are men., Most of
them belong to various tribal groups and a faﬁ are none

tribals the details of vhich has been given in»%he Chapter:3,

48, Mitra, AQ, L.R}Pathak, and S.Mnkherjée, ihe Status of
. Women « Shifts in Occupational Farticipation, 10611071, .
Abhinav Fublications, New Delhi, 1980, p. 100G,




The purpeose of this study is to analyse the role of women
workers im the plantation, the nature of their work particie
pation in the industry and the conseguent adgﬁstmeni in the
hﬁﬁe life. Iea industry 13magrqybased located in rural areas;‘
The Wbmen'workers, who have egme'ﬁnstly from villages of Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh'aﬁﬁxeéissa can, thereiore, be~expected~to be
better adapted to this type of industey with & consequent '
effect upon 1essenin@ the eenflict between home and work life,
in. the planﬁatxcn ;n most of tbe cases both husbands and wives
are employed, and they are subject to constraints of various
challenges intthe working plece aslﬁall as in their home.
) , in this study particular enphasis will be given
on the role ol women in the praductive process in the planta—
tion in@usﬁry, thelr iife and work in the work situatzon and
wiﬁhin the houschold. 4 thorough attempt has been made %o
anélyse plantation women's role as wage laboﬁ:ars and houses
keepers, 1t is felt that an understanding of thelir work, the
conditions under which they work, the way they experience
these and thelr. problems weuld be & necessary pre=condition
fow £ rthar undarstandlng of the problems of the plantation
women woxkera.

Thus study cenceﬁtrates on the following speciiic
isgues $ the ethnic backgrounﬁ of the women workers apnd their
plaee in the rural socliety, their hausehold campositicn,

education, place of origin, process of recrultment, working
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facilities and prospechs, incoma, ete, 'All thege have some
impact on their working life., The study concerns with the.
working eondifions in the plantatien and labourers' commite
ment to vwork, thelr relations with the management and the
other workers of the plantation, the specific problems which
the labourers face, their interactions with the outside worid
and common membership in a group, their kinship obligetion,
economic relstions, trade union affiliation, ete

| | Looking at the 1ife of the plantation Women Wore
kers two distinet aspgets can be distinguished ¢ the women
workers ét the work enviromment and at the home environment.
The piantation women workeré are wostly immigrated Adivasi |
beople whose traditional oécupation was agriculture, But in
plantation they enter into the industrial working environment.
Sﬁch changes hgve some important conseguences upoﬁ the working
life and homerlife of the workers, 'Therefore, it is necessary
to know how far the Adivasi women have adjusted themselves to
the industrial enviromment and vhat are their attitudes to

the plantation work, Generally in plantation men and women
perform different types of work, WNaturally their wages also
vary, Under guch a situation then what is the inducement to
work for both the soxes aha what-is the nature of fheir conitlte
‘ment to the industrial works ? What is the role of women in
the trade union activities ? When the Adivasi women enter

into the industrial work in plantation what impact is noticed
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in their seeial life ? 1Is there any change»of-status of
women workers due to their active economic participation 7
How far their rcles have changed, I1f so, then how they have
sdjusted themselves in the home 1ife and in the intraefamily
relations with other members, How they mansge the hopme sie
tuation. What is the nature of théir marital adjusiment ?

in order to analysé the status of plantation women wWorkers,
this study desls with the main factors affecting.the status
of'women workers in plantation. |

- | Trhis apalytical study covers the'fdllowing dincne

sions of the life eof the plantellon wonien wWorkers ¢

(a) The women &t the Work situation e abtitudes of women
workers to thelr workj ths naturve of commitmént; diffee
rential work performancs by women of different ethnie
groups, 1f anyj duty or Ulask of women workers vié-a-vis
male'werkersgvyageustructure of women viseuevis male
workers; inducement to work of both wale and female

workers; women's role in trade union activities,

(b)v The women &t home » marital adjustment§ husbands'
attitudes towards wives’empleyment; ehildcare and
socialization of the children; management cf.home;
economic contribution and sharing of housechold respone.
'sibiiitiéag changing role and status éf womén in the

family, etc,
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MEIHEODOLOGY

The tea growing regions of Wesl Bengal is situa-_
teﬂi%he northern boundary consisting of two distrietsy; namely,
Jalpaigurl and Darjeeling. According to the Lea Statiétics,;
197679 there were 208 tea plantations in these two distriets
in 19?7, In thie year the total mumber of labour force in
tea plantation was 2054466 of which 96,250 were wowen laboule
~ers, 87,282 were men labourers, £003 werse adolescent and
13,219 were children, This working population is distribue |
ted among some wmajor Adivasis and caste comaunities, namely,
Oraon, Munda; Xheria, Nepali, eic, Desldes ithere are a fevw
winor communities like Maheli, Chasl, Malpehari, Asur, Lohar,
furiy Ore, stce 4£11 of them except the Nepalls are from |
Chbtanagpur, ¥Madhya FPradesh and Crissa regions. 0Ounly the
Hepali ( 96 per cent ) workers are found in the plantations
en the hills, They'afe only 7 per cent in the‘plaﬁfaﬁians
oi the p1ain regions, Desldes, a few local commuuities9 namnes
1y, Mech, Rabha and Bajbansi are found as plantation labourers,
However, in every pléntation vorkers belong to most of these
Adivasis and caste communlties, The menzgement of the planitae
tion of this region le more or less same except some minér
differences found in the“British owned plantations, 7The
hierarchy in plantaztion, process of recruliment, wage patiern,
Job opportunities, ete, are also same in all the plantations,
Due to these reasons it is thought that study of any plantae

tion will bé a representative one, Keeping this view in mind
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a tea plansa ion namad Gh&ndﬂ0ﬂ£ Tea Bstate is selected for
the present study ¢ Ch&ndmnni Pea Lstate is in Slliburi
subdivision of La?j@&llﬂ@ district.

The data were eolleetea irom published waterials
and fisld study. For writing thellsﬁg 2nd and 5rd chapters
consieerable library vork was dane to go through the histoe
rleal records, theoritical.aspects of women studies, etc,
Besides, relevent SOCiOlOgical-SﬁvdiéS on Vomen wers also
consultede Yo obtain a {irst han§ data a field vwork of
about ten months was coniucied iﬁIChanﬁmani Tea bstate '
\‘during the pséiod 1979-@0.' For the primery infoimation 8
Census envperation seheauie was used., Then an intenslive
interview was Tollowed using ean interview guide, As the
totel nurber of women workers was only 221 gll of them were
interviewed, Out of 221 only 14 belong te casie groups and
rest are from Various AGivasi comminities, However, as the
‘number of roneadivasi women workers are very insignificant
Il'do not lutend to make any'compa:ative atudy between the
Adivesl and caste wonen workers,. Several case studies vere
" conducted relating to the specific aspects of the liYe and-
labour of the women workers, The information calleéte&
througk interview gulde and case studies were supplemented
by the data collected through observation. 4s the study
concentrates upon e the duail roles of women &8s plantation

workers and housewives the respondents were mosiiy She
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married working womén. However, in some ¢ases unmarried

© women and widow wuxkers were also inieECViewea. In several
cages both husband and wife ef Same househ@ld were intere
viewved, All these interziecvs wers supplemented with the
persons of resoﬁzca_who had a specilal knovwledge of the comme
nity'aﬁ well as'inﬁustry. Most of the interviews took place
in theAianrmants' house and sometlme in the working piacs
alsc, Desides, various records related to the women workers
as well as men workers, such as, pay, leave, absentecism,
tﬁrn—over, job oppﬁrﬁunities and facilities, work rules,
management, stc, were also collected from office of the
Chandmonl Tea Estate, Thé data collected throﬁgh all these

sources are mostly qualitatively analysed,



