P R E P A C E

Sikkim, a tiny mountain State.with a small population,
situated in the lap of the Eastern Himalaya, had, infact, been
'beyond the notiee and curiozity ef'many of the outside warld. But
such a State, all o a sudden, acquired “the front. page head~lines
'in all the Qreatlgioue news papers of our country in Aprll, 1973,
'A feudel State, under the hereditary rule of the Namgyal Kmnas, |
wasg PaSSJné through cross currents ‘of political change for a long
time,. hich mlght have been known t0'a few outside Sikkim. But in
,1973, 1t was. nmade known that a great mawori+" of the people of
Sikkim launched a mass1ve agltatlon, paralyqed the Government,
breaeheg the normal llfe, all cforthe irresistible demand for
déﬁoefacy. A tripartlte agreement was signed between the Chogyal,
the then ruler of Sikkzm, the political parties and the Government
of India. :vlneiples of democracy were adopted. But the currents
of POlible dxd not 9top there; in 1974 Sikkim was granted
Associate_suatehcod by India, and in 1975, lt'was completely
merged with India and became the 22nd.constitueht State of the

Indian Union.

‘ How did_éll.these heppeg? The question actually had
dr@ﬁn the author to the Siklimese arena. The object of his study
'iejhot only to trace theApoiiéicel ﬁfstory ef‘Sikkim, and the
‘interpenetration of the different ethnie, cultural, social and

religious forces in the domain of politics, but also o idemtify

'the"natureeof'the'politieal systemaandethe politieal process, and
a comparative qtudy of the hature‘and working ef the governmental
structures, before and after 1973. | | a -

" Many a book has becn wrltten on sikkmm In the distant
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and immediate pasts But none of the receﬁﬁ bocks can be said to
have made an exhaugivive s?udy of the contemporary polltlcal .
dynamics and the governmental process. HMoreover, ;hls,work'eovers
thé political development of the State upto July, 1980, which no

book, at least to-the'authdr'swknowledge; has so far deali Wifh.

‘ _ . In the erbqu of conductmb this research, the
author haq made exten31Ve use of the Central le:afy of the ‘Univer~

'31ﬁy of North Benbal Hatlonal lerary, Calcutta, Ananda Bagar

Patzlka lerary, Galcutta, Siliguri College Llorary, Daraeeling

Digtrict ‘Library, Central lerary, Gangtok, and the Institute of
Tibetology, Gangtok. |

The author was acquainted with the affairs of
Sikkim since 1970=-71, when a few of his Sikkimese students (of
Kalimpong College) Anvited him ‘to Gangtok. 'Eatgr,,with the
Qasqlnr of tmne, the acqualntance kept growlna. Many of his
stidents like Shri N. B. Khatiwada, Si. Hemlata Chettri, etc. werd
involved and played a icadinv role in the politics of sikkim sinc;
.1973. in 1977. when 2 Degree Collece was opened at angtok, the
A author served the Collebe on deputatlon for a few monthq. Since
Ithen, he had been tfavelllng 1n dlfferent partq of Sl&klm meeting

dlfferent people 1n élfferent walks of llfe.

A number of rersons have rendered invaluable
nelp to the author in the process of his reSearches; "The author
is-;articularly grateful‘and'takes this opportunity of recording
higkdeep genge of gratitude %o his'stpérvisbr; Dr. Samirendra Nath

"Ray,; FProfessor and Head of the Department of Folitical Science,

-:Un;versity of North'Bengal; whose guidance and supervision hgve



Xiii)

been of immense value and whose persuasion has been the source of
insyiréfion to the author. He. actlvely encouraged the author to
take up the . study and superv1sed the work in dlfferent stages of
1ts preparatlon. The auther 1s also 1ndebted +0 . Shrl 'B. K. Bajpaie,
Reglstrar, Univer31ty of Horth Béngal.

: The author sgsratitude knows no bound to Rai
Bahadur T. D. Densapa, Mr, D{ Dadul, Mr. Namgyal Tsering, Mr,

Kashlras Pradhan, Mzr. Retuk Lama. Mr. Harka Bahadur Basnet, Mf.
Pyrna Bahadur Khati, Mr. B. B. Gu:mn (Ex-Speaker), Mr. N. B.
Bhandarl (present Chief Mlnmster), Mr. Nayaanserlng Lepcha, - and
-Mr. B. P Dahal (Ex. Mlnlqtvrq) Mre ﬁ. B. Khatiwada, Mir. N. K.
Subedl, Mr. M. M. Rasaily, ?r. Ramglwan Prasad of Jorethang, Hr.
1, B. Gurung of Kaluk, Slnglk Kazl, and Nr.xwlma Tenzing (Ex=
Executive Counc1llor) of Mangan, Namchl Kazi etc. The author is
also grateful to Mr. T. S. Gyaltsen. Ex~0hlef Secretary, Mr. Bhim
Raj. Pradhan, Law Secretary, Mr..c. D. Ral, Establlahment %ecretary,
CMr. R. K. Gu@+a, Secretary Leglqlatlve Asqembly, Mr. D. K. Manavalam
Ch1éf Electoral Officer, Hr. Palden Gyamptso, Joint Dlrector of
Information and lubllc Helatlons, Mz, T. T, Bhutla, Controller of
Printing, Mr. »oral qurlné, Secretar& Deptt. of Culture etc. for

thelr 1nvaluable help to the author.'<

: The author is yart1cu19rly grateful to Justice
_Anandamoy Bhattacharnee, Judge, ngh Coart of Sikkim, for his',
| valuable help. Jugtice Bhattacharjee is comnected with Sikkim N
for a long tlme in dlfferent caLac1tles, as legal advisor to the

Government of Slkxlm under the Ch05

as Advoeate General of
‘ Slkkxm, and then as the Judge, ngh C'urt of Sikklm. ‘The author
also expresses his gratltude to qu. -Ararna Bhattachargee, fer the

 help and insplratlon ?lven to the author.
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The author is.grateful to the ExaChogyal,“Mr; Paldeni
Tﬁondup Namgyal, for his help'ahd advice. He is alsd grateful'toj
his friend Hon 'ble Ringlu Tulku and Chhowang Dorje Lama of Gangtok
gnd to Omgzed Lama, Lharipa Lama, and Chutimba of Pemayangtse:
Monastery. Last, but:not -the least; the author is'grateful {0 his
wife, Prof. Mrs. Gitasree Sen 'Gupta, for her hééi, advice &nd’
unfailing inspiraticn and to 6ﬁhprjinnumerable friends“of’Sikkim
who helped him in some way or other im the process of hds resear-

ches. -
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