CHAPTER = I

THE UNIVERSE

The uwniverse of our study is gituated in the remote arcas
of the rural Bengal under the Tapen Blaek of West Dinajpur, 20 niles
away from the district headquarter town Balurghats It 13 an area
édjacent to Bahélaﬁesh (erstwhile East Pakistan) Inﬂia;bordat linee
The»territoxy is inhsbited by the tribals and Rajbansis along with
their converted counterparts to ;slém. The previocus report shows
that the territory was sparsely populated but just cfter the partie
tion ¢f Bengal the‘territaxy began to receive immigrants £rom
erstwhile East Pakisten whose £1low has‘not ceased asg yet. 'Among
these new entrents to this district there were some mixed pecpie-
of tribal and nonstribal variety' . go, the present population of
the universe consists of varieties of immigrants f£rcem Eangladesh
and other parts of the Indian territory.

' The District shows varieties of peogle most of whom axre
immigrants with varieties of cultural pattern. ‘The present re-
constituted district of west Dinagjpur has been the home cf a2 paople
whé are in a process of adapting themselves.to the life and pattern
of the incoming migrants from other parts of the countrye. The ccﬁrse
of adaptation could hardly become a mutual affair of give and tahé

It is, on the contrary, under the spell of a prepondexrant cultune\

namely, the casteeHindu and, in some parte of the district, cult 3
process working among the tribals. It is the Christian order amon??
the converts. The most important cenverts to Christianity are the.

tribals'z. ' ¥



There is no denying the feoct that the present population
of the district according to the 1981 Census iz 24,04,947 (Scuvenir-
zilla Parishad) who comprise the agrerien feudal sccial orxder and
are really descendants ©f the immigrants in this territory from
the early British period; =nd juét after the partition of the
country they heve been divided into citizen of two sovercign states,
namely, India snd pekistan. The territory has been populated not
only by the migrant pecple of the then British Bengal but some
ﬁribal people of different ethnicity also migrated in this terrie
toxy's. The 1201 Census Report referred to Galt's comment that
sabout £ifty years ago it occurred to the manzger of a Goverament
estate that the waste land might be reclaimed if Sentals were
imported and settled thers. The experiment was made aad it proved
suchla success'that the influx has continued ever sinc@ «se.e The
lead Qas been followed by a few Mundas and Oracns £xcm Ranchi'q.’
Accoréing to both Hunter and Thomas, the Santals came to this dise
trict from the then "Beerthoom® which included the presenﬁ district
of Duska in Bihar . S0, 'the territory is primarily the habitat
of the immigrants. The present population of the territory consists
of various mixed pecple of tribal and non=trlbal origin including
Rajbenshis agd Palyas with different verieties of Muslims and Caste-
Hindus of traditional hierarchy which comprise the present agrarian,
soclal, economic and political structure‘G,

'The present area of our stucy is included within the territory
where we have studied 12 villages under the Tapan Block and Balurghat
Block of West Dinajpur district to maintain a balance bstween the two

sections Of people adjacent to ‘urban areas and the remcte areas of



rural society. The villages we have studied are Berskuthi,

Bhalkadsha, Dangapars, Kathalpukur, Shalukkuri, Mallickpur, Kamdeve

bati, Gorenda, ahira,; Nimpur, Kartikpur and Knadimpur Dighipars. The

population of these villages are distributed iccording to the Table

Noy 1 of Population Distribution in the villages.

Talle Noe 1

populstion Distribution in the Villeges

Slg Nams of the
Nos villages

Total Noe. Male Disbri- Female
of Housew bution

Total No.

Dlstribution o©f Populas

holds tion
1 . 3 L L 3
1. Berskuthi 45 133 132 265
2. Bhalkadzha 63 173 186 329
3. Dangapara - 16 47 42 89
4. Kathalpukux 68 192 182 374
Se Shalukkuri 21 60 68 128
6¢ Mallikpus 58 157 161 o318 0

. 7o Kamdevbatd 86 265 © 233 4%8 | '

8. Gorenda 24 - 48 50 98 | % Y.
9, zhira 31 86 26 182

10. Nimpur 49 125 ‘121 246 \\\

1l. Kertilkpur & 25 23 48 \

12, Khadimpug | | \
Dighipara 33 78 77 155 j:({\
o 502 1389 1341 2730 )

50,88% 49412% I BN
Ao
; \;?\\" ;\}\;
The teble shows that in 12 villages we £ind 502 households ™ (%
.. . ' ) : I ’(\.‘ /;‘.
comprising 2730 populetion in total; ameng them 1389 ave male and i
1341 axe female in aumbex, actually the nunber indicastes 550,188 pe£ - \\\
cent end 49, 12 per cent of male aend female populeaticn of the total“"'\_ \\\



"
nunber of inhabitants in the villages including the childé pqpulation
end age-old recple. Am&ng the villages Kamdevbati centeins 498

qgulatlon distributed in 86 househclﬁs, and this 13 the highest

‘numker; and Kartilpur contains 48 population distributed in 8 housee
holds, end this is the lowest in number. Among the villagas 11 are
ﬂw&wzeﬁhsm@fmmw@wm&ﬁamdaswnasmeﬂ&
trmct headquarters TCUN, Balurghat nd frcm 4 to 5 miles apart from
the main bus-communicational- road of. the diutrict headguartere
another village Khadimpur Dighipara is comprised with 3155 population
distributed in 33 households which ayre situated adjacent to Balurxghat
Mﬁnicipality where the people have the urban facilities in cne hand
ana rerforming urban type of profess icnal jobs and cn the other
their agricultural activities and rural type of occupaticnal business,
creat,ng thus unicue admixture of two types of societies cutting
acrcss village and urban people,

Moreover, the viliages we have studied are situated neanbj
Béngladesh-India borders (erstwhile Bast Pokistan):; this demarcation
cf border-line was created at the time of inaeoendence of our ccuntny.
This demarcation has ceused various‘p:cblems to the people particud\
larly of East Pakistaen from time to time from coﬁmunal'point of vie&k
so, the immigration of the Hindus started just after the partition K\
of Bengal from the erstwhile East Pakistan for political reasons of )
tension and conflict posing viclent disorder within the communities
which drove them into the new part of the independent India. This
process of immigration which started just after the independence,
is continuing till now. 2nd ocur study is conducted on both the newly

immigrants and the original inhabitants, that is, who immigrated

eazlier.



‘We have a suspicion as to the nature of “import® of the
Santals and other tribal pecple by the British managers of the £arm
houses. It sppears to be a'reasonable conjecturs that. there was a
slave trade run by imperial masters and their stooges in India with
the dborigines of the "Beerbhoom"; znd that the sborigines were
generally imported for the xeciamaticn and cultivation of the f£alliow
and jungle lands of this region. References to slave trade with the
sborigines sre found in the writings of many British officials, who,
as usual, had squerely laid the blame on the native welletowdo pecples
Thers may be doubt and disagreement és to the Briiish involvement in
and connivance at slave traﬂe in Bengal, but there is nc doubt that
slavery was there amcag the aborigines who used to provide the man
power for the “English enterprisa“ in this spazsely pqpulatea fertile
land of uenga1'7 | _

This importaticn made wmany chenges in the development of agrie
culture and trade which ultimately attracted many other sboriginals
from their ancestral land for settlerent in the newly reclaimed part
of the amea;'ihis devalqrment of agriculture snd trade not only
attracted the aboriginals but also traders f£rom fax r distant ané@ remote
parts .of our country who gradually migraﬁed for improving their lot
and settled permanently in the area. These newly immigrants plezced
them in the higher stage of the prevalent soccial hierarchy at that
time, But the °*partition of ‘Bengal drove thousands of indivicuals out
of their ancestral homes on either side.of the newly egtablished
border of two independent states. As the greater pert of Beﬁgal went
under the green flag of the Islamic State of Pskistsn, the Hindus
of Bastern Bengal districts waré left with no othex alternative than

to seek a home in som2 parts of secular India. Streams of displaced



6

persons crossed the bcmder and settled in different parts of Wesi
Bengalta, ¥rom which our universe could no‘;onger escape, ;ather"

it holds more immiérants ag it is situated just near the berder
district of West Bengal. Consequently; populasion in the area ircreased
in an ﬁnimaginable way after the partition. This immigration has not

yet come to-a halt even after the emergence of the newly independent
state of Bangladesh in 1971, instead of Islamic Pakistan. S0, the

present pOpulatlon of the universe conszsts of varletles of mlgrants
from our Own country and the immigrants of 1?ast Pakistan wnich is
now Bangladesh. This‘picture can clearly be understood £rom our table

‘on the Patterﬁ of Immlgrants among the Castea/Tribes (Table NO. 2)e

_.Tab;e No_ 3.. The Pattern of Immigratfon among the Castes/Tribes

1

Sl. Nawe of the Total No. Total Noe of Total No. Of  Total NO.

" No. Communities oOf House= Older Inhabi= “Immigrated - of Migrated
' ' ' hold tants Families from Families
C o Bangladesh from various
B ) (erstwhile East places in
[ N Pakistan, @ India,
le semtel 193 - 151 20 22
2 Oraon ' 158 130 o S 16 - I
3. Rajbanshi = 40 '3 . .34 3
"4, ' Xehatriys - 24 . .2 . 2% . S
5; Kayastha Ghosh 7 - ‘ 4 -3 -
6 Bhuimali = 4 2 2 -
7. Ghatoal 1 - 1 -
8, Tili B ] I S L R
. 9, Brashmin. 1 T | -
10, Muslim 73~ _ 72 - _=C 1
802 - 361" . " 99 Y

71091% . . ,:‘ 19:72% . ‘ : g/,37/’
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The teble shows a clear differentiation of the pecple now living in
the universe who are icdentified into three groupsy firstly, the

group of the older inhabitants who are specially imported by the
British administrators, seccondly, the immigrants who came from past
Pakistan, now Bangladesh, and settled in the area; and lastly, the
migranﬁs who came £rom different.paxts~cf our country f£ollowing theix
relatives or for improving their lots from the dewelopment of trade

and agriculture in the area, |
The tgkle cleaxly shows the tctal number of the hcuaeu@las in

statistical way we have diffsrentiated the people of ﬁha,univexse
"which are am £ollowse The fixéﬁ categcry_of people who are identi-
£ied as older inhebitents of the area are 71,91 per cent of the total
population, a major part of tha vzllage people whose important por-
tiocng generally consist of the tribal pqpulatlon. These tribal popus -
lation is in a sense migrants in the area but their m;gxatiqn occurred

- in a sense for the conveniences of thE‘Briﬁish administrators at
. that time; rather the case wé £ind that'théy did not migrate theme
selves at £irst in a proper sense of the term but were imporbed in
the area of the plains of bBengals The second type of the pecple who
irmigrated in the area after the partition of Bengal at the time of
indapenaence are the orlginal victims of the interest groups who
divided the country for their respective palitical benefits. These
inhabitants are gen@rally conprised of the Hinaus dncluding tribals
who were also identified as Hindus in the Islamic rakistane. They
comprise 19.72 per cent of the total population, a remerkeble part

of the total number of inhcbitants. The third category of pecple in

the teble, who also immigrents in tha area not for any peolitical



turmoil in a part of our country or were imported for any special
purpose but with a view to improving thelr lot by persuing amy type

cf coocupetional businesse amcony these immigrants boﬁh the tribals

and n@n—tribais are included. They consist of 8,37 per €ent of the
total populations. S0, the present pepulation of the universe of
different types are going on iﬁ & process of adapting themselves to
the life and pattern cf'the_incoming immigrants from other parts of
the-country including that cf'the immigrants of other couvntrieg pertis -
culerly £from Banglaﬁesh‘(erstwhile East-Pakistan), iha present
_recanstitutéd villages of the universe are enriched with various
cultures namely; the casteeHindu, Muslim and tribal cultures including
that of the converts to Ghristianity'ﬁho gradually began o adgpt

_ themselves to a process of culture contact within themselves in
persuing similar cconcmic business in the sociebtye This transformaw
tion is not only confined £0 the-prcéess‘of econonie business. in the
sceiety but spread iﬁiinto the socisl aspects where the tribals and
caste-Hindus arc of more advanced culture in the sceiebye. Muslims

are not showing religious chauvinism in this respect rather they are
more liberalised in this preocess of culture ¢ontact and have made
ﬁhemselves more relamed f£rom their traditionzl rules of cdietary
pattern and. other diéﬁance making habits, This new rules and patterﬁﬁ
of 1dving brought them closer for econcmic needs cf the soclety. which
is influenced by the pvccess cf modern nolit;cal culture of sacularism
and egalitarienism. This process of mutual give and take affairs_withw,
in themselves came by a process of typical econcmic professions of

agriculturally related scciety from a common habitation in the same
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part of the territory. This instance cf common hebitation in a
terxitory we £ind £rom our table of Village and Commmnities (Table
Noe 3)e | .

The teble shows the varicus communitiles who are living in the
12 villages in the area where we f£ind people'of various ethnic grcups
and ccmmunities living together, though separately. Bxcept 4, villages";
~are enriched with variocus communities of pecple. These pecple are not
only living together within the boundary of different villzges for
performing more or less same economic business of agricultural scti-
vities for spending major part for their livelihood; but for performe
ing mejor soclal functions jointly, like birth, marriace and other
| ceremonies in the life cycle according to their own ways of rituals
and modes they £qllaw, but one thing we £inG that the participation
of varicus communities of people in these ceremcnies are going on
unitedly by sccepting £oods edither cooked or nonwcocked in the same
place according to their economic positicon in the society. In the
villages we £ind no separate bathing ghat for separate communities,
who use one bathing ghat in a pond attended by the tribals, cagtcw
Hindus and the Muslims. There is no such distance making instamces
and habito in this purpose we f£ind at the time of ouxr studj. Naturally,
a common type of life pattern and cultural habits have grown within
the communities following similar type of eccuomic activitices in the
societye Tribals in this perspective are of more HinduizZed in perform— |
ing thedr social functions, it has also been fgund.ﬁindu—cultuxe and
religiocus Qxacticealwithin these tribal communlties of Sental and
Craon who identified them as Hindus except few Christian converts.

This trensformation of variocus communities in the process of cultural



. 10
Table Roe. 3. Taoble of the Villasge and Communities

sl.

Name of the Total Ho. Santal Oracn Rajbanshi Kshatriya Kaysstha Bhuimali Ghatoal Tili Brehmin Muslim

Noe. Villages of Ghosh
Household : :
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
i. Berakuthi 45 19 23 2 - - - - - 1 -
2. Bhalksdaha 63 31 18 - 5 7 - - 1 - -
3o Dangapara 16 1l 9 - - - - - - - 6
4, Kathalpukur €8 16 3 30 19 - - - - - -
54 Shalukkuri - 21 - 21 - - - - - - - -
6. HMallikpur 58 i 53 4 - - - - - - -
Te Kamdevbati 86 33 27 - : - - - - - - 26
8. Gorenda 24 24 - - _ - - - - - - -
9.  ahira 31 - - - - - 4 - - - 27
1. Nimpur 49 35 -3 4 - : - - 1 - - 6
11, Kartikpurx 8 - = - - = - - - - &
12, Khadimpur ' '
Dighipara _‘3@__ ‘ 33 - - - = o - - - -
502 193 158 40 24 7 4 -1 1 i 73

38045 31.47 7. 27 4478 1.39 0.80 0,20 020 0,20 14,54
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acceleration has been improved following cormmunications and other
external forces of the policies of economic cevelopment where a lower
degree of emphasis has been added to for separating commmities,
except scheduled castes 'and schéduled tribes who were'idéntifieé as
depresseds. These policies of aeve1opment heave been adgcd to the
principle of economic’aspecta of the' cciity where a little impact
of cultural‘differentiaticn ig found among these backward people.
Except a few major religiGUS performances within the society, they
‘axe all equal in soccio=eccnomic attitude to thelr socishy as a whole
which is béyond their pers?nql ¢oqtr§l.\These pypeslof commen cultural
attitude have been develcoped within themselves from the nature of the
common habitation in a single territory for persuing similar tygze of
economic activities and:lifg pattern by all the peeple in the scciety
for the developrment ¢of mcdern technologles and its gppliances in the
_sociaty as a wholee |

The tsble also shows the pércentage of dleerent peque in the
universe by identifying their community and caste background and
their situational identification in the villages of ocur study., Within
the universe we £ind 502 héuseholds - among them Santal consists |
38445 per cent of the total populstiony Oraon shows 31.47 pe& cent,
Rajbanshi snd Kshatriya constitute 7.97 per cent and 4.78 per cent
regpectivelys 1,39 per cent Rayastha=Chosh, 0.80 per cent Bhuimal;)
0, 20 per cent resgectiﬁely‘frcm‘Ghétdal, Pili and Béahmih Castes and
the rest 14¢54 per cent consist of the Muslim households. From the
strength of a single community they stand in the thirxd position in

the universe, Just sfter the Santel and Craon pcpulatica. The caste



1z

Hindus are 15,54 per cent in totality. These castes, ethnic and reli-
gious communitiles are living together in separate villages but are
peifoxming similar type of eccvnomic activities in the séciety as a
thole either directly or indirectly performing similar type of

cultural activities and living pattermm in the sccicty. They also

participate in each others' sccial functicns and using common materials
» Y

for'pursuing common goal eege Using common bathing ghagt for perform-
ing pﬁrificetion ete. But in religious activities'+hey show separate
divisions in the society. The tribals are mostly the iollowers of
cnwmvsm but identify themselves as Hlnaus, among them a few are the
followers of Ch%ictianity. The rest are the LOllOWGIS of Islam, who
are the second largest grouv in the universe from re?igiuus point of
view. 1hiu rellqiuus atuituce of the pcoale in our universe can be
shown clearly from the table of Community andé Relwgion (mable Noe 4).
Before ccnsidering in detail docut Community and Religion we would
iike to take note that the 'trike as a scecial category, distinct
from the Hindus and the Muslims, got crystalliéed through an overe
sim@llzied assunpticn that the former were animists while the latter
were not'g. It has also been found that the most of the major tribal
communities have had interacticns with the Hindus, Muyslims and
others, in the process of which changes have appeared in cultural

as well as structural complexes of the tribes, the castes and

others'lo.

and gradually being identified themselves as Hindus by
periorming various Hindu beliefs, rites and rituals in their life

pattern and scciety fellowing thedir Hindﬁ counterparts, that is, of

\

|
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Hindu peasants who are their neighbcurs in the plains of Bengale S0,
we have also discussed our attitude to them as Hindus and have identie

fied the village peasants as Hindu, Muslim ond Christian in ocur dige

cussion which is shown in the table of Community and Religione

Teble Noe. 4. Community and Religion

Sle ©Name of the Total NOe. ©OF Hinduism Islam Christiandty
No. Communities Household
1 2 | 3 s 5 6
ie Santal 193, 186 - 7
2.  Oraom - iss 148 - . 10
3, . Rajbansghi 40 40 « o=
4o  Kshatriya - 24 24 - -
S, Kayastha Ghosh 7 ' 7 - -
G Bhuimali 4 4 - -
7e Ghatoal - i 1 - -
Se Tili i i - -
9,  DBrahmin i | 1 - -
10, Muslim 73 - 73 -
’ 502 412 73 17
S0w07%  14.54%  3.39%

807/

The table shows that 82407 per cent of total householdds aﬁa
Hindus including that of the tribal pecple who identified themselves
23 Hindus but £rom the treditional point of view they are originally
the followers of animism but gradually they have transformed theme '
selves into Hindus following varicus Hindu methods and practices of

_religious rites and beliefs in adgition to that of their traditicnal
cultural and religicus beliefs and practices which are originally

in form of animistic attitude. We have also discussed them as Hindus
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from their own statensnt against my guesticn, which religious group
vou belong to? Among thése tribal pecple scme have been écnverﬁeé
as Christian, who consist only 3.39 per cent of the total populaticn.
Majority of these converts have been proseletlzed es Christiazn for
scme indiéidnal economic benefits. These benefits generally came €0
them from some Christian‘mis icnaries who came t0 Indle £or propages
ting their cwn religicus beliefs to others and 1centi+1ed tribal
people who were conmparatively nailve and poor than that of the other
sections of the sccicky, for their own conveniences; tribal people
wexre attracted easily when they were allured by_su?ply of free foods
and clothes for meeting their econcmic needs which vitimately brought
them success. In this way, they began to gain tkeir personal bene-
fits in the society £rom which the tribaT peaple of Christian Loy B
verts in our universe are more exceptions. The next group we £ind in
the table are the Follcwets of Islam which consists 14,54 per cent
of the total households. the second lergest group of thc religiocus
believers in the scciety. They»axe separzte £rom the Hindus and
Christilan pecple from the point of view of religious beliafsjané '
practices. There is no such speciality in cther activities of the
society amonn the followers OF thls gxoup which is equel to that of
the other uWO groups in Lhe societys But they are all equal in all
other sctivities in the society including that of the system 0f pzo=
Guction vhmre they are more equal in performing thair acuzvitaes in
similar type Qi eccnonic categoxzeu of peasants in the scc;etyo In
this factor, religlcon is not merely an identificaticn of human being

but of a backgrocund of traditicnalism in the society.
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The universe we have studied, is situated in the remote part

of the regicﬁ andike&pé a major distence of 20 miles apart f:oﬁ the
urban area where fullflédged modern mesns of urban facilities ake
there like educaticnal institutions efrprimary échools, secondary
énd‘higher secondary schools and colleges for higher educatione. The
facilities of primary educational institutions which are thexe for
imparting mindimum eduéatiohai iﬁséructidns are yet insufficient,
speaking prqPoétionatelya The facilitles of higher educaticn upto
seccndaxy stage are there but-are'élso‘insufficient in all respects.
The percentage cf education is less in our area ¢f review, Among

the educsted yéOpla; mostly qéme frém ﬁhe well to.do families who

are able to give higher education to their children 5y sending them
to urban places where every>type of facilities of mocern educaticn

is mainteineds Some people from middle class families are sending
‘thelr children to the village eéucational institutions where minie=
ﬁum fecilities of higher education ara there like-sacandary educaticn
which is a Eime killing factor:'bécatée the'childran.are bound to go
to a distant place of 4 to 5 kilometres from thels villages to make
them avéilable or instructicns at ‘high school level educations

These éiﬁfiqulties in mdst‘oi the caséé discourage the younge Besides,
the mejority of the ﬁillaga people are living belcw the stendard of
average economic means in thé scciety. In this place they generally
prefer to take their children to assist them in ecarning daiiy liveli=
hnoed, eilther sending them to éake job in the'well £o dQ peasaat
families f,cu:‘ looking after their livestécks, if availsble, or employ
theﬁ to assist their parents at éveryéay‘s live;iheod like collect-
ing-fuel materials for cookisg food etCe AS a matter of fact, the

wo oy ALl
i PSS
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prrimary education which is ava1lable at the villages is mostly
discarded by the vill~cers for poor econcnﬁc causese Pew chilaren
are going to the schools at their leisure time when they ma?e it
a.vailable. naturall 1y the lev;el o:E education among the willage pec:plé
is lowe Few tribal children fxom the christian population of ﬁhe
villages are making then educateé from the missionary institutes
situated at Rajibpur in this subudiéision wheﬁa these tribal childﬁen
are getting all types of facilities free, including food and lodgi ing

which is minimum in per cent. Cnly the children‘who have studied f

from the near=by urban'viIT&ges are comﬁaratively>high in percentage
of availing tna*nselvea o.‘.' eabcatlon ac«:urd._ng L0 thedr ability and
family meanse 80, for thet reason, we have classified our village
people in our study in three basic categories : 1lliterate, literate
and educateds The secﬁicn of illiterate is self-explicit because
they are unable to £€ud and writee. ﬂhej can not put their signaturc.
Literate are those who are able to put thedr signature wherever

necessary i.ee. for meeting the basic primary needs f£or the society

which is limited upto the pr imé&y stage. The educated are those who
have at least the knowledge of the level of the higher stage of
university educaticn. among thése classifications we zgain have
subeclassified it between the male and female whére the female people
arge showing higher illiteracy rateAin:the villages and lower rate cof
literate and educabed in‘tﬁe soclety. We clearly elesborate it in
ocur teble No. 5 the Caste/Tribe end Literacye.

Prom the table, we £ind, three categories of villace reople viz
illiterate, llterute and GGUC?de and these three categories are again
svb=classified in male and fewale. Among the total number of the

village pecople we £ind 74.87 per cent are illiterate, 5,75 per cent



Teble NOow 5.

Tgble of Caste/Iribe and Literacy.

Name of the Total NOe I'lliterate ﬁale Female Literste Male Female

Si, Bduceaeted Male Pemale
Hoe Communities cE
Household
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 g8 9 10 . 311 12
le Santal 193 785 347 438 45 43 2 110 o1 19
2 Oracn | 158 631 282 399 60 45 15 145 115 - 30
3. Rajbanshi 40 151 69 82 21 14 7 60 45 15
4, Kshatriya 24 101 40 61 10 7 3 27 20 7
Se Kayastha Ghosh 7 i 8 11 5 3 2 11 - B 3
6. Bhuimaldi . 4 13 9 4 - - - 1 1 -
7 CGhatoal i "1 - 1 1 1 - - - -
8. Tild 1 - - - - - - 2 1 1
9, - EBrahmin 1 4 2 2 3 3 - - - -
10. Muslim 73 289 107 182 12 g 4 173 121 52
502 2044 864 1180 157 124 33 529 402 127
T4.87 42427 57.73  5.75 78,98 . 21,02

19.38 7592 24,01
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are literate and 19,38 per cent are educated. From the table, we
£in6 meximum numoer of illiteracy. in the villege reople comprising
three-fourths of the total population. among this illiterate female
percentage is higher than that of the male which is 57.73 per cent
and 42.27 per cent EQSQactively. among the literate male, the pere
centage 1s higher than the female, coamprising 78.98 per cent of maba-
and 21,02 per cent of female poplilaticn. In the educated class we
£ind the sane picture:ameng the village people where the male consti-
tutes 75.99 per cent and féméle'Zé.Ol'per cent respectively in the
society. Females enjdy léss aﬁvantage:in this case because of social
backgrount of Indian society which made barriers to the female for
making them available at outside the family activiéies.

.The rate of literecj and education is not cnly iowex in the
area in case of fémale’popuiation; but’ it is also imwex in case of
male population than other parts of the adjacent urban areas of the
district or of the piaces of thé‘rupal areas where the propensity
of the existence of well to ¢o f£amilies is there ad the percentage
of populaticn are higher in number than that of the backward comsmue
nity pedple like ocurs. The lower rate of educaticn is there because
of insufficiency of ecucational institutions oF va?ious stages like
primavy and high schools at their neaébj villages f£rom which “a
student in the local school is not zll ilost to his parents for other
works in the f£fields and the family.iﬁut;a student EE a gchool situa-
taed at some distant place can‘seldom,maké time to assist his parents
in theizr usuai cccupational worke éeSides, the load of studies which
grows with the advance to higher classes may be threatening to the

backward comunities and force them to stop sending their wands to
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schoo&s“lln This poor per cent of education is only for the reason
of economic insuﬁficiency of the village pecple with that of the
non—availability of tﬁe»miﬁiﬁum‘facilities of educaticnal institu-
tion and proper guidance from in ané outside the family menbers at
homes dmong these difficulties ‘the more tragic is the inavility
of the parents to allow the boys longer time for preparation and

practice of studies at homes32.

Variocus programmes on adult education have been taken by the

Sﬁétefs Social Eéucaticn ?roéraﬁmé whiéh aims &t eradicating illi-
terascy in a large scale manner f:em the village people; ' It works

in the off hcnrsnof the workers and peasants and in this sense, it
is a part-time education for the large mass of illitérate-éitizens

e 13

the country » These types of educational programmes are Cocnducs=

P

<
ted by the village literate Qedplé at night by a partial remunerae
tion f£rom the govérnment. In ocur villages, we havé seen one such
.insti@uticn which,is:c5néucteﬁ}by ‘o o three villagé tribal ycuth
on a little reﬁuneraﬁi@né But the instituticn has achieved little

Uwogress in its primary objuctzve to educate the old l?1iterate,

at thelr leisure time mainly at night arter their Gallj works.

These pregravmes have been zdopted on selective basis Gdn rural sreas

oﬁ a limited meribhery'far which the actual nrogress varies £rom
the natltnal scqlc. Eesxdes that 'the fatigued and exhausted toile
ing peasants locok for rest and petty househcld works at night. They
aré vary reluctant to travel a distance t¢ attend the instruction
in literscy? 1 4; _’

The problem. of literacy end education of the'érea is related

to the pzoblem of econcmic selfesufficiency because education needs
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an extra leisure time for the students who pursue it but the most
of the pavents are unsble to allow their children longer time for
preparation and practice of studies at home and schcol because the
parents need thelr children's assistance at their daily work in the
fields and familye. This ultimately hampers the studies of their
children even at the nearby village educaticnal institution which
needs minimum time of devotion of a’féw hours in a day to attend

the classes. This devotion of a Qarticﬁlar time in a day seldom

assists iheir‘parents‘in thair usual occupatiocnal work which hampers:
fawlly economy in practical life énd ultimately step sending their
children to séheolﬁ‘&ﬁ a regult the universé faces augr@at prcblem ;

literacy end educsticon, Moreover, the majority of the peasantse f

J
[ 33

come under lower income group in the villages for whiéh they cannot
-gpave their wards to attend even village educaticnal institutions

like primary and high Schoois for securing minimum educational cualie

. Eications within the villages. The lower inceome group of the peasant
housshelders generally coasider it that they willl profit little by
sending their wards to attend educaticnal institutiéns; cne the
contrary, they think it that if theilr wards join hands with thedir
parents in occupaticnal services, it will ke helpful f£or the fawily.
Majority of’the peasants. have stopped sending their werds to attend
edncational.institutisn, on theAcontﬁarf. they are sending their

wards to assist household works and if §CSsible theyAsend them to :
earn for femily econory. Naburally, the universe shows lower rate of
percentage of education in the area. nd a nominal percentage of

educated people, we £ind, mostly come £rom the well to ¢o families
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wdlch show 19.38 per cent of the toial popula aticn, This secticn Of
eaucated people is couming from those peasant households where the
reasants never care for their wards‘ assistance in the houschold

work or other chores in the family business. These types of well to
do families Of peasants are lower in nurker in cuy universe.s Consee
quently, the percentege of educated people are also lower in rate at
the villages we have studled. Thouch proportional scarcity of instie
tuticnal facilities is also'thére, econonic hardships spe more against
the attaianing of ecducational ¢ualdfigation, and other percentage of
the rate of literacy in favour of the general peesants in the arvea,

.

does not gain a hicher rate.

SCCIC=BCCNGMIC ASPECTSS

The villages:we have studied are totally agricultural with the
inh ablt.nts of veriocus communities like other villages ©f Rengale fhe
total population ©f the universe we f£ind is 2730 with 55,88 per cent
of male and 43.12 per cent of female whe are the main source of lsbour
power for productlon. Among this population we f£ind vari&us,categories
of pecple, including that of the backward comaunities that are spe-
cidlly divided by the Government £rom dsvelopmental point of view with

tn

special emhasis upcn the cabegory of Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled

ﬂ

Castes and others. amcng the total population of 502 households
Scheduled Tribes constitute the largest majority of 69.92 per cent,
Scheduled Castes comprise 13. 75 or cent and the rest ar 2@ 16433 per
cent incliluding the Muslim. accerding to the religicus division we

£ind Muslims are the gecund largest religlous group as per household

end population next to Hindus, and a few per cent of 3.59 Of the total
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h@usehélds are the followers of Christianity., Formerly there was no
such followers of cﬁxistianity, after the ihdepénﬁence fewr missicnae
ries established Churches in varicus tribal villages and begen to
presch Christlanity among the tribals with scme edonemic assistance
for the needy. The egoncnic assisténce tended the poor ond needy to
convert into Christianitye But the proselytizatiocn could not change
.their original beliefs and prectices they Ffollowed. Sc, the precess
of economic development did not follow any other changes in the
system of broﬁuctioa by changing pecplets cultural beliefs and social
practices. '

The agricultural practices wa £ind in the villages are deren=
c"zent;. cn the land, nature and manpm:éx rescurces like other majority
of the viilages in Indis. Liand zad manpawer.axe the main scurces sf
agricultural production when it f£ollows traditional type of plough
cultivatién, When manpower is an imgortaﬁt svurce of cultivation and.
agricultural production then cne thing we cannot ignore that among
the total papulation all are not effective Zor employing labour power
in the production purposes, Awmocnyg this manpower, children and older
inhabitanté are generally exclﬁdsd because of non=poténtiality o©f
'exploiéing physical labour for production. Only people from a partie
cular age=group are able to exploiting their labour power for produCe
tion and fanily maintenmnce. This category of effective manpower
generally comes from the age=group of 19=60 years! of ages Othex
categories of people i.e. of separate age=groups like the inhabiteants
cf 10 éo 18 years of age are sometimes employing themselves in produc-

tion end other purposes but it is for economic insuificiency forx the
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fanilye Wiﬁhin"this a@e~gx¢up Qo‘cne’Caﬁ pbsseés £Fall pétentiality N
: of'expioiting physiéal iéb@ux;vﬁatﬁrallyg théipopuiaticn fZrom the .
‘middle agee-group in-the fieid{cf agriéﬁlturalipraducticn is expeected
wvhere the traditicnal system of cultivaticn is going on. The men= -
“power £esouxces and agricultural mraﬂtices are ¢enerallj débmnﬁ cn o
the clstricuticn of & narticula“ agemgrcup in the scciety which has
been cescribed in the table Ox Cas te Txibe and Age=Group Distribution

(Teble No, 6) ia the villuges we hQVﬂ studieds
- The table shcws 4 seaarate EgehcrbULS iﬁ thﬁ vvl¢aﬂes isCe

(i) less than 10 ;ears of age (ii) mcre' han 10 yeax° “Lt less than
18 yuaxu, (iii) £rom 19 years €0 60 years and (iv) more than 60 years
of age. Among these age-arcup ﬁirst catenory pcsuesqes 26.30 QGI centy
' seﬁand category possesses 18.87 jal=> cent, third catego;y aosuesses
50.07 per cent and the ;ast catagory posse%ees 4476 per cent of total
@qu1ation rQSp@ctzvely. Mozeever, the catecories have been subn.
ﬂiVLécd again accor@ing to male and female yoPulabvon. ‘rcn the view
point of labour Dcvez and its higher poteﬁtwality. male nopulataan
ls'nmme p¢wexxul than the iemale Qqulation.>;here are sepacate
| ,types of perccntagES*aBOﬁv tﬁe ﬂubédivisionsﬁin eech h categorvs The‘

| First categary shows 53448 per cent of_male and 46452 pe cent of
female noPulauion. In the second category we ilna 57.58 per cent
‘-ana 42.52 ner cent oi male aad female aomul@ni@n. In the thirvd ca c—}»
gory it shows 49,45 per cent: and 50.55 per cent oF mgla and female
poPulﬂtiun and lcst “the cutegoxy lece. 60 yzar ars. and above shows 30,77
pexr cent and 69.23 p@r cent of male and fumalc uupu¢at,aa Lgsyec-
tive o OF al e age grmups, the ﬁhird catmgoxj is tne IMOES poWers

£ul and efiective in EYFlOitutiOD oa physical lsbour for ugriunitural



Teble No. 6. Coste/Tribe and Ege-fcgoun Distribution

Sl. Naome of the Total Less HMale Female More Male FPemale 12 years Male Female 60 years Male Female
Noe Communities NGO than . then to 60 , & above
Housews 10 10 yeaxs - years
‘holds yeers but less
: ‘ than .
1 2 ‘ N g S 6 7 8 ] i0 11 12 i3 14 i5
le . Sental - 193 230 127 : 103 - 179 1‘01’.'78 N 489 . 244 245 42 13 29
2. Oraon 158 222 126 . 96 180 94 86 456 217 238 8 9 19
3. Rajbanshi 4c 68 41 27 31 21 10 @ 114 56 56 19 8 11
4 Xshatriya 24 43  21. 22 28 18 10 61 31 30 6 e 6
5 Rayastha ' ' : ‘
Ghosh 7 7 4 3 9 6 3 13 7 6 6 2 4
6, Bhuimaldl 4 3 - 3 2 2 - 8 3 5 1 - 1
7. . Ghatoal 1 - - a e - - P i i - ™ -
8e Tili i - - - o - - 1 1 - i - 1
9.  Brahmin 2 2 2 = i 1 - 4 2 . 2 . - - -
10 Muslim 73 143 63 €0 85 . 583 32 . 219 132 107 - 27 8 19
502 718 384 234 - 515 296 219 . 1367 676 691 . 130 40 90

26430 53448 46,52 13.87 D7.48 42,52 50,07 ~45.45 50,55 476 30477 69,23
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preéuct:}.cn ..nclud_ng that Of male anci i:emale pcpula’ciom e.nd tha
(ii) categorv :z...e. of more i:han 10 years of. age and 1ess 'hhan 18
Yyeors axe partzally reSponsible according to t:hc, eccmmic: ca*mcity

of the hou eholds thabk c.xplo:!.t the:.r physical labcur £or agricultural
nroduct*cm dnd other scurce oﬁ x.amlly income conveniently. The (i)
and (iv) categories of less than 10 ye fs of age ana more than 60
 ye ars of age. are less iupmrt::nt at the nreseni; mcm;nt f:‘rcm the view

| poini: of 1abcur power @nd prcncmz.ts.on :mcwding that of male and female
, populacion .m"’c,he vi.llagcs. 4 ,

Acccv*dinc' to the *:mgsica“ division 01" J.*sbour, both the madle

' and :femaj.e pcpulat;on ar-ja *he.re and both of them .are engaged in agrie
cultural prdauctién w‘nev*}e ueople .»wrem 19 to 60 ; _;ea::s Oof agewgroup are
maximu 1:1 numbare w:.tm.n g.bi cdtecary cf pecple female are more

in nuxtﬁaer than that of the male popula‘%:im wihich shows 49,45 per cent
and 50, 5:» pu:‘ ‘cent vegpect ivelys anu the J.erﬂa.!.e population is no less
.z.mportam:. fr@m 'tne view pqmt,c:f agx:icp.lyu:al,,;nroauctz;on because most
of the wdr};m relateéz' to seec*xlinc and h‘arve'stinc; of ‘the crops are
l:mked wath uhv :eamale workers and in maj crity cases they are engaged ‘
' io:c this work either :Ln s,heir cwn fmléi or :Ln ‘otherst :.ield R WwagesS.
L he OWAELS of. the me:ns O:E proczucv:.icn in the villages axe genera1 Iy
tendcd to enploy female labour wnc.-:-rb i'hey are su table. like qeedling
and. hm&,SBinC because of .’mee:: rate cE wages Lhar’ that ©Ff the male
lc,baur. nale labou?' are gener'\lly naecied Fcr plougning, car*‘ying of
C’rc.ps Erom s.lcla to Gwnef:s' courtyard and othez: haz:é work dependead
upon phys:.cal strengtk_. g0, the Qme_rs of the mcans of production
cannot igﬁwre wale lsbour whe charges higher :_até of wages than that %

of female l&bours Natuxj&lly;, both types "-of labouxr mufez are needed
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for prcduction purposes -and maximum of labour power is Lngagcd for
production in ocur universe generally ccming ﬁram this age=-group,
either for theidr cwm production or for cthers! production according
to the ownership of the means of production, capacity and need for
the individual household economy in the society concerned. Within
this age~group varicus ownership types of families are there and
people from different ownership categories engage their labour power
accardingly} for example, some are whole time labourers inaluding
that of male and female population of the family according to their
capacity: some are engaged partially in their oyn producticon and
partially wage earners, a few are eggaged oy thelir own eproduction
only, some of them ave engaged in cwn pxoductibn. and hire in extra
labour power E£xom both categories of male and female; and there are
_eth&r pe;sants who employ only hired labcur power foxr production and
engage themselves in only stupervisory works. Again, within thesé
peasant families sore engage f@éale workers outside homswork in

their om f£ields as wall as in the filed of others against paviment,

a few engage only in thelr works and are averse to employ themselves

I+

n oucside fields. zm@ng these fomale labour power and participation
of agricultural production tribals ave more in number proporticmately
than those of other female pepulation of all ege~group categories and

possesicnal variliaticns in the soclety. These types of engagement

and var:.atio in woerking nature of male and femele are generslly

Py

z cunci x0

h

§

varieties of occupation related to agricultural production

and possesiocnal variation, in the cwnership of the mems of producticn.

d

But one thing is cerbain that every type of work relsted to the nature
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of sgricultural prwduction genera~ 1y goes to this agengreup inclu=
d&ng the female.~“, ‘

'  60, the villag@s we have studied are completely agricultural
and all the peque of the vi llages are engaged in_agrmculturalypro»
duection either directly ox inéifectiy and thé'sacial'wéb shapes on
ag?icultural nroductzcn. The oucunational pattern of the agrarian
s stxata of CGS tes and Tribes 1s descxibed in the zollewzng table NOs 7e
lha data vhcw that almost all oE the vil?age ﬁeoala are' oacupatlcnalky
-,cultivators eluhev directly or 1ndirbctly} enly 6060 paxr cent und
”0.80 er cent of the tstal acgulaklon gcated othexr than agriculture

a8 caelr dixect cccun“ﬁzan. But if we crxtlcauly examine their occu—
=pa.ticﬁnal natﬁexn we w*l £1nd tnat thay are - 1nﬁirectly linked with
1acricul ture becavse wi th ;luctuazien in agricultural nroancti@n their -
cccunatlan also differs and fluctuates. The; are cultivators by
nbixth nd are forced to aaopt ochcx occupﬂbch for liveliheoa when
',ﬂgxicultﬂma fai?s o contain thems -

of the f ive oecupatianai categaxies, landlebs ﬁgricultural
1aﬁdurers agnwtituﬁe culy-iQ@lo per cent of the tcLa“Ahqusenelés.
'Eut:oiigihaily_the nﬁmber df'agficulgutal lebourers is hicher than
thié.AB@éauéé scme éwéli léné'éwners‘like'mﬂrginal end ‘small peasants
>also emnloy themqelvus as agrzcultural iabouxers. They. are poor in
tne unxvarge. _ |

| Another occupatzonal gruup amcng the vi llage n@epce is the.
‘shamecrunw@rs who c&nst;tute 4.98 ner cent oL the tota~ heouseholds.
‘They axe the groubs of peaugnts whosa occupatic1 is verj wncertain
£rom ﬁhe very beginnlng of the xeudalxsm in Inmwa. Thiu gropp of

peasants cultivate oahe:s*,lanq,by~cont:ibutlng all_the production



Table NOe Te

pgrarien Streta in Cestes/Tribes

Total HOo.

ile Name of the Landowner  Sharee agricultural Othex Trade/
joe Commmunities cf Housew - Cropper Lsbour Lebour Service
held

L 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Le santal 183 137 e 32 3 3

Joe ~ Cracnm 158 138 7 13 - -

Je  Rajbanshi - 40 39 - 1 - -

le = Kshetriya 24 24 - - - -

>  Kayastha Ghosh 7 7 - - - -

de Bhuimali 4 -~ - 4 - -

7o  Ghatoal 1 - - - - 3

3. Till i 1 - - - -

%  Brahmin 1 1 - - - -

10, Muslim - 73 72 - 1 - -
502 419 25 - 51 3 4
' 83.46% 4, 98y 10,16% 0.630% 0.20%




29
costs and sharﬁng half worﬁian of the;crcns‘ Besides,‘shéxécrque:s
.chdya have the fear. of the eviﬂtion chm his cultivablc land at /

y-t;me. Though the ‘Gpera#ion Barga‘-has’been ;ntroduce@ by the
Gcmernmént of wé«t Beﬁgal;'the laék oﬁ proper implementétion of the
policy and £ax ﬁuar of the rich pﬂasants most of the snarecrogpers
aid n@t recarﬁ theix snarecraning land, g0 at the last halx cf the
tuent;e th century they are not free from the clutches of the lan&-_
loxd, indeediunmer‘di&fexent titles.

The next wccupatlonal qroup accordina'to the &?VlCLlEural
"prdéucticn ana rural strat ica tion who pOseeSSES the rirst ‘position
in the proauctaon relations in aorlcul ture 1s the land@wner. Though
the total. numﬁer of the group is highest and ccnauibuue £3¢46 per.
Aceat of the total ﬁuugeh@lds. bhe agxlcultural lebourers also come
_prisevtne,stxdtum b; occupyﬁng small heldings ¢n§dequa;e £or livelie
hoods Actuallyicnly a.féw-per=cent of ﬁhe.zich peasants whe are
: wealthy.withintthe‘gfqu are;ﬁhe real cwnerstoﬁvthe rural-means of
preductione. Uthers are pushad to thﬁkstr acum of reiat“DQG of pxcduc-
tioﬁ iﬁvolving‘sharecrqppingfend agricultural Jhe -

Zhe &lm?le occqpationﬂl é¢visaon we have shown in the table
of the aAgrarian Strata in Castes/Tribes, ﬂs not uﬂflcient to clear
the picture of the vﬂllage Pconcmv we flnd where a maximum number
of the villﬂge people are doing varicus cccgpatﬁondl Jobs besides
their prime ccqupanion»in agzlculturally relatgd scaiety iikevours.
| In this context. wé'ﬁay say‘ﬁhat this cccupatianal vériatioﬁs are
-Qwaerallv shewn in the pecnle ef nonmawner of lcnd or lowsr lﬁnuhold-
ing‘groun. mainly marginal pe¢5antu whose income is not suxflcient

foxr 53@ﬂd~ng ﬁheir 1ivelibooc in a single cne occupation ﬁike agri-



cultural izbourer or cuitivatang thea.r own land under possesw cn.

In the small peasants g::rnp sem are c“.c:e.ng shaxecropp:.ng and other

rel atecx bw.,ss.ness like cultivating others’ land on the basis of
'l’hai-malasi*i' (a ”jstem az’:’ .’Lease cultivation) beszdes cultivating
thelr own land for running thei:, smoc‘ch famlly life acccrd:.ng to ’
,‘-heir capacitj. It has. also been: found among the rich zseasanés whé areA

doing extra occz.pats.mal business ne..».;icﬁes their own cultivation like

N _ mc;ney lrancxing business to the neec’led peasants wz.’ch an :!.nterest which

earn an exz:.ra money in. u.hea.r economia life %s a part ef an occupaticn
-t.f.ey mrform in their life pattern besiaes culthfc.t.-mg m’veir oun
land. They srrmtimeq lend c:zups te ¢ e poor pea,..ants at the crisis '
: time tﬂey need for ¢ ansm@t.wn in e,cchenge oE hicher rcp@vn@nt at
- the period cf haerst is no la:ss an occ"upau ornl business becauﬁe cE
an c,xtru mcﬂme they ,z em in ac’ldz_tz.on to that cof their oun cultivmble
laxm. m !:,his way, many people £rom al”* sectlcns of our ‘society, zre .
‘domg some ext'ra cccuuaw cmzal busm\,ss besides thelr main cccupaticn
at meir leiaue time or at the tim@ when ’Che_j are not busy at thcir
main cccupaticnal businerss are c7ea.. *"rom ouyr table Ne. 8 on the
Pattem c:;f: Occ@atim\al Bistribum.@n in the c?sta/ﬁnbes. ‘

In ,thiv table we f.md ma.ay per:»ple are pericmlng dvf::erem;
_typ.ésr of cogu gatz.onal busa_ness st a time like owner cultivatcf',
sha::ecvémer, ags::.mlt.ural labcu;;e::s and othex business according €o
_ nne Eblllty and sccpe c:* the woxk in the society whe*‘e meximun number
cE rf.ale di££«==rentv ation are- :Ecsund in a single famllj. This phenomencn
_of role differentiation is generally shozm' as an i"lSthlce of the

: funhee;'hthv economy OFf & partmular scciety 1ike ours. In this 5ituation'

vi: vs unhealthy bec&mwe it cannot p::'ova.de qv$f1ciency fox 'F:.he family



Table No. 8. Pattern of Cecupsticmal Distributicn in the Castes/Iribes
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Sle. Name of the Tobtz=l

Cultivation Cultivie

Cultivae~ Cultivae

2019

L Culti- % Cultive- cultivee Cultivaticn
Nce Communlties No. of wvation Lanéholding tion/ tion tion ticm tion agri. Laboux
Housew Iandholding/ Share=  gharecrop. tharecrope Agrie
hold Business/ Crop.  Agri, Business Lebhour
segvice Labour service Sharew
' Crope
Business
‘ ‘ Service
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 g 9 10 11
1. Santal 193 11 o~ - 13. ag 2 - 68
. - B -%:4 AN -
2¢ Cractn 158 19 3 - 25 37 2 - 48
3, Rajbanshi 40 & 2 - 6 2 2 - 10
4, Kshatriya 24 - 1 1 - - 4 2 1 6
5. ayastha - ‘ :
'~ Ghosh 7 1 - 1 - - o - 2
G« Bhulmali 4 - - - - - - - -
7« Ghatcal i - - - - - - - -
8. Tili i - i - - - - - -
9, Brahmin 1 1 - - -Z = - - -
D  Muslim 73 _ 36 2 - - é@; 3 - 10
502 75 9 1 62 8% 11 1 144
14.94 0. 20 12,38 16,33 020 28,68
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Teble Noe 8 (Contlea)

pl%:ivation/ Cul*givaizion/ Cultivetion/ : _sharcf- _ sharg-- unm:c— Share= Sharee é.gr;i.'. Agrie Agrie. Busj.ness/
grie Lebe/ BUS:L.V}C#SS/ Othors cropming Croppe Croppe CropDs Croppe Libe Labe Lab, Servéce
usiness/ Service , A Agri. Agri. Busi. Cthers Busi, Others
ervice . o Lable Lab, Serve ‘ : TServe
| vy |

12 O 13 IsTTTTTTIE T I (- ¥ TR+ RN S N BT

2 3 - . - 7 1 - - 25 7 3 3

- L - i 8 - - - 12 i - -

1 9 1 - - - - - - 1 - -

1 8 - - - - - - - - - ~

- 3 - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - @ 4 - -

- - - - - - - - - - - 1

% 4 1 ——_— - - - -~ 1 od -

| | 1 23 1 - - 42 9 3 4
. 0,80 5458 . 0.40 . D.20 4.58 0,20 8,37 1.76 0,60 0,80
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from the occupation they periorm mainly in the villege agricultural
society like cultivation, sharecropping or agricultural labourer
etc., for spencing thelr livelihocd is no less an instance of the
unequal society. Because in tinds scclety some are doing variocus
occupatioﬁal business for their livelihood c¢n the cne hand, and on
the octher a few people are doing more than one cccupaticnal businessl
for making an extra wealth for his family for leading a life of

ease and ccmiort is nothing but an instance of an cpen society.

Aol oaenR OV
Unlike the hetefeogenous cccupational division of urban

society, the homocgeneous rural society characterises the village
pecple into a few limited cccupaticnal categories resorting to
agriculture as their main scurce of occupaticonal business for the
ncn-existence of other additicnal scope of employment. Limited numberxr
of families from different communities are engaged in businéss at
off-seaSQn, besides agricultural occupatione. They purchase paddy and
make rice for selling'thoselin the village market. Scmetimes they
ccntact with other cultivators who are unable to make rices for the
lack of man power in the family in exchange of comission is a kind
of business from which they earn something for their family. Two
families axe engaged with the oil pressing business where the owners
of the machine generally engage themselves in the business in addi-
tion to their cultivation. these machine owners generally press the
mustard brought by the village pecple for making oll with a commi-
ssicn or exchange what we may say is an additional income for them.
A few village people are engaged with the milk=business where the

milkmen geherally collect amilk from different households in the
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viliages and send it in the local village market of urban vicinity
whg:e'they get better pﬁice £or milk they colleet £from different
hcusehoids is also an income generating source for a few houschold
ownexrs. Besides, a few tribals asre engaged in making haxia (country
liquor) and sell it in village market for making an extra earnings
for thelr livelihcod. A few are engaged in the business of busket
making and other househcld accesgories oF bambeo'knitting and wooden
craﬁts at their leisure time which is noching but an engagement for
extra earnings in the family when they have no work at hand. These
types of expanéed occupational business are performed Ly the village
people in addition to that of the sgricultural ocecupation in the
villages which is not sufficienﬁ erla senver Of the peasants. These
rele aifferentiaticns are generally found foxr a gap of economic
inequality in the socilety of our universe despite the implementaticn
of the newly sadopted land reforms policy in the state by the United
Fropt Ministry and latter by the lLeft Front Covernment of west Bengal
for the lack of the ratiocnal implementaticn of the policy. The
original peasants of the scciety to be benefited are naturally being
depﬁiﬁédgycf the beneflt by scne interest grouwps who are the pesse~:
ssoxrs of the highex quantum'of land cn the ¢ne hand and detectox

cf excess land ¢f the uners aoove the Eeiiigg limit. These two
groups are generally iﬁter«linked with eag@ cther in thé village

politics for which a major sectionvaf the oyner peasants are sSupprasse
Cing thelr actual limit of the ownership, that ultimgtely Gepriva a
section of the peasants who coOuld be benefited from the actual

scheme of land distribution in the scciety. If any government likes

to remove this type ©f inequality £rom the peasant scciety then they



35

will have to adopt a fresh land refcrm policy in the,éacieﬁya

The table again shows that only four householders are
ocaupying other occupational business outside agricultural job living
within the agricultural communities we may say. Three amony these
fcu: househclders whose forefathers we may say settled themselves
as cultivator are from the tribal community of Santal scciety. But
closér examinaticn shows that in course of time they have lost the
land they possessed at thedir initial stage of settlement and have
been forced to adopt other cccupaticns like the cnes they are
engaged in the present society. all the three householders who
started their livelihood as contracted labourer under different
governmental departments and contractors on deily wage system and
gradually became permanent in the departnent of Electricity Board
and Qublic_worksADepartmentsrﬁcr thelxr general literal background
and next one started his livelihood finally as a mascn builder, are
from the villages of nearby urban vicinity. The last one of the
four householders, whose traditional cccupation is boatmanship, is
now a-fisherman,_end.belongs_ta_the Ghatoal communitye. In addition
to that of his traditional occupation of boatmanship, the modern
backgreaund of a single householder is completely different from
agricultural society, though his present occupations somewhat depend
upen the peasants bzcause he is living within the village peasant
society,
| In the present position of the village peasant society of
our study we f£ind a few peasents doing separate works othexr than the

agricultural cccupation they formerly adopited, £or the lack of a
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sizable landholéing for the maintenance of their family life by.>
way of alienastion £rom the mailnstream of the society they lived.
This alienaticn of tribal and latter nonetribal land became important
when a few moneylendexn, 1ohajan‘or petty business were attracted to
invest in that sceiety with avview tO maximise profit in the peost
independence period and gradually becane non-cultivating'landowner
in the scciety by way of'aéthing varicus tricky policies of profit
making business by lending money or Joods tQ'thé pdbr:peQSants at
theixr crisis period, which ultimately reached a non~repayable posi~
" tion with their Cropsg or the'like when the creditors'demanéed the
repayment. The creditdrs shifted their stend and demanded the land
they possessed for their cultivation as repayment of their debts.
In this situaticn those petty-landowners generally paid off their
debts by giving up of their ownership poésession of the land they
possessede In this way various tribal and non~tribal land gradually ,
becane alienated from the small owners peasants of the rural society
and they have been forced to alopt differeant works leaving direct
<cultivation or cther works in additiocn télthat‘subsidiary‘agricul-
tural cccupation for their livelihdoé. which is nothing but premium
- upoen the increasing poverty within the socisty. The demographic
pressure ultimately led to the fragmerntation of landholdings that
failed to provide square meal £or femily ériving them to adcpt other
‘occupatiénal jobs for their livelihocd. S ' ' '
The phenomenon of nonecultivating landcwnership emerged in
our rural sceciety in this pefspéctive when an uneven situation egan

to develcp by soclal ccnsequences. This situation of uneven economical

'-.

system of occcupation and landholding scmewhat became normalised in
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in the period Qf United rreat Ministry of West Bengal which a@hieved
its skrengthvlaﬁter on in the pericd of Left Front Government of
~West Bcngal Wthh continuity we and.still now in the amended pollcy
cf Land Ref@rms Act implemented by them in the rural sccietye. This
newly impleménted land reforms act did not enable to remove the
unevenness oﬁithe situation completely because of some technical
difficulties‘in the implementaticn. This phenomencn has also been
added by various rural cevelQprental schemes they have taken in
cocperetion with that of the Central Govcrnmenu tnut took a step to
normalise the Sitﬂnti@ﬂ in addition zo thaﬁ of the agricultural
occunatlcn 1n the zural'V1llage society. When this is the smtuatien
we £ind in cur rural society whmre agrlculture hulds the main stay
OF occupatlon ans-ugr1Cthural ownership possasses the system of
production and production relaticng in the socilety, then it is better
for us to-divdués first ébcﬁt the hatﬁxe of égricultune and its
proguctivity, crOpplﬁg pantern. Gwnership ana occunation;l Aiversie
fication in the pr0ducticn relatlons with that cf the Tabour powaxr
and othexr actlvﬂties ralatec to our society.

The village reoule who have land are related to agrlculture
and who have no land are also linkeé.w;tm the agricu;turg. The people
who‘have no land cmploy themseives és agricultural lsbourers without
haviﬁg any other alternativéé; The téble of Landholding among Castes
and Tribes (Table No, 9) shows the link of the people with land end
agriculture. ‘ . |

‘The teable shows the land man ratio of the universe as pex

ccmmumity.f&mong the total peocple 15.74 pexr cent are landless pecple
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Table No. e Lengholdings Among Castes and Tribes

51, Neme of the Total NOe Non=ownsr Upto 2.5 From 2.5 More than

Noe Communities of of Land hAcres acxes to 5 pcres
Household , 5 pores
1 2 ; '3 4 5 6 7
le sental 193 55 103 26 9
2 Oracn A 138 v 82 37 22
3., Rajbanshi 40 1 24 6 9
4, Rshatxiya °~ - 24 = = 18 ’ 5 i
" Be.  Rayastha Ghosh 7 - . 4 3 e
6. Bhuimelil 4 4 - - -
7. Ghatoal 1 1 - .- -
8, Tild 1 - - - 1
9, Brahmin i - - -3 -
10, Muslim 73 1 28 20 23
502 79 260 98 65
15474% 51, 79% 19.,52%  12,95%

who have nothing to cultivate for their own cqnsumpﬁion, ocnly physie
cal lsbour is thelr méin source of liﬁelihooﬁ. Again a vast numnber
cf pevple who have a smsll porticon cg‘land as their own but is
nominal for thelr livelihood are forced to emplay>themselves as
agricultural lzbourers. They constitute a vast ma'ority of 51,79
per cent. Thelr positicn is most trensitory because of the direct
expleitation by the vighle lend cuners. They constitute the rural
proletariats The next group of peasents is not worse but day by day
theixr position is also deterioratings They_comprise-l9.52 oey cent
of the total households in ocur universe. The next is the group of |
rich peaéants who dominate the peasants of the-whole universes They

cultivate their land not for their livelihood but for accumulating
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wealth too. Their tendeney is tO sccumulate more and more wealth by
any means, The table shows the economic position of the ﬁnivex:se at
a glaﬁce.

o from our .anz—:stigatioa it has been ¢learly revealed that
®agriculture holds pride of plece in terms of both income and enploy-
wenbes It is perhaps even more important as governing a way of life
with characteristic forms of corganisation and patterns of value.
Because of the preponderant influehce cf the agrarian way of life,
these organisations and values are carried over iato every sector

15, Besides that "the cbjective besis of the traditional

cf society®
hiersrchy lay in the unequal distribution of a riumber of factors,
the most important amcng these being pr-';‘ erty and incine. In agravian
sceleties in general the ownership and centrol of land constitute
the lmmediate source of ecoundnis plwer and in couniriss like India
and pakisten land has been very unequally disctribuied.,. In a tradie-
tionel rural econoay the laudc::m.rs not only havae higher incomes
than the landless but also the traditicnal tiss of duminance and
dependence enable the former to control the lives of the labtter in
a multitude ©F w»wyf"l(i |

rNa‘turally, in the pre*fsexﬁt day village eccnemy is act depende
ing uvpon any conmunity's rule because of the aypeérance cf the newly
. set gystem of ‘production ficllowing aa@italist methed ¢f cultivation
-which emphagises \.ha individual p:%ress and develcpment, The system
ignores the equal share of production and cdevelopment in tnc society,
:conuequently the community system of productilion is logsing its ground
—end inportance frcom the sogiety day by daye« €0 the people from

different communities including that of the tribes age uvndexgoing
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eaéy way of transformation both econemically and culturally following
the progress freﬁ cifferent'coznezs cf the sceiety viz. modernm method
of cultivation by way of mgchanizaticn and a new policy of land
distribution in the society which ihfluences the economy and society
cf the village pecple. In this way of transformation, the stratificae=-
tory system we found previocusly is being changed day by day from both
the tribal and non-tribal communitiess (n the contrary, a new system
of stratification is emerging in our universe which compares well
with the class svstem in the discussicn of rural eccnemic structure.
"pfter independence the process of stratification, acculturation

and economic treamsformetion accelerated at'a faster rate, through
directed deve lopment: measvres, par articipation in the state level and

naticnal election, otc. As Sinha (1981 : 120) has remarked that

DJ

ring the last few decades.since'independgnce it has begen the larger
scciety which provides @ model for ccnscicus tribal elites and
lea&ership of sttaining 'secular status' through ketter educatdion,

better economic conditicns, better jobs and hicher living standards.

o

since the Third Five Year plan a‘series cf policy decisions were
taken on rapld develcpment of tribel rmgions on a priority basis.
Yet, Iif we compere the econonic ccnditions of the tribkals @ith that
of the general porulation in West Bengal we £ind that tribals are

P

relatively more backwaxd than the non-tribals, This is trve of the
general trikal pcpulation of India asvwell"17.
S0 we £ind land which is the main stay of the universe and the

eccnony of production system, also determines the ties of geeial,
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eccnomic and pelitical hiersrchy of the village people. Cther allied
sectors of producticon are non=existent in the universe. 50, agrie ;
culture solely determines the pecple's participation in the village
economy end cevelcpment of villages which depend upon the method of
uéing land in different ways. The system of inequality in village
depend upen the distributive system of land which is an imperial

legagys
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