
Preface 

Education is the backbone of any society. Unless majority of the womenfolk 

are educated, progress and development is unthinkable in contemporary society. 

Though few scholars have reported about educational developments in Sikkim, yet 

most of them have not made any attempt to present an analytical and comparative 

study of women's educational status. 

Present research is an attempt to assess the impact of education among the 

women of Sikkim. It is a detailed account of the educational growth and constraints. 

The issues related with women's educational status, attitude towards education, 

constraints of education and measures for educational advancement of Sikkimese 

women are empirically tested on the basis of information gathered from four places of 

West district of Sikkim. 

I record my indebtedness to my research guide, Prof. Sekh Rahim Mondal, 

Prof. of Sociology and Anthropology, Centre for Himalayan Studies for his counce!, 

guidance and valuable suggestions to this endeavour. 

I owe deep gratitude to all the faculty members, Centre for Himalayan 

Studies for their support and help. 

I am grateful to Mr. C.P.Sharma, Principal, Government Secondary School. 

Bariakhop, West Sikkim for having instigated me to complete this work and extended 

help in many other ways. I am obliged to my colleagues of Government Secondary 

School, Bariakhop, for their co-operation. 

I convery my deepest sense of gratitude to Dr. D.S. Bhattacharya, former 

Head of the Deparment, Education, Sikkim Government College, Tadong and Mrs. V. 

Bhattacharya, former Reader in the Department of Education Sikkim Government 
College, Tadong, for their help and suggestion to pursue this research work . 

I ~ grateful to my friend Tia Akumla for constant encouragement and help 
in getting acquainted with the initial procedure of the research work. 

Thanks are due to the residents of the four field areas, without whose co­

operation this work would not have been possible. 

I am thankful to all the library staff of Centre for Himalayan studies and 

Central Library of N.B.U. for their kind help and co-operation. 



My thanks are due to Mr. Anjan Chakraborty and Mrs.Prajna Paromita 

Chakraborty, Lecturer, St. Joseph College and Darjeeling Government College 

respectively for their co-operation. Mr. Kaushik Dutta of Sociology Department, 

N.B.U., Miss Theresa Rai, PGT. English, Government Secondary School, Bariakhop 

deserve thanks for their support given in various ways in the course of this research. 

I would like to take this opportunity of recording my gratitude to Dr. A.B. 

Karki, S.D.M., Gangtok, Dr. J.P. Tamang Head of the Department, Botany, Sikkim 

Government College, Tadong, for their encouragement and support. 

I am extremely thankful to Mr. Dilip Rai, Teacher, Assam Linzey, Mr. M.S. 

Subba, Teacher, Bariakhop, Mr. B.S.Subba, Teacher Kyongsha, Mr. K.C.Bhutia, 

Teacher, Chakung, S.B.Subba, Teacher, Chakung, Mr. Sudarshan Goley, Teacher, 

Chakung, Mr. Sancha Raj Rai, Forest Department, Mr. D.R. Sharma, Lecturer, 

Namchi Government College, Mr. Deepak Rai, Office Superintendent, S.N.T., Mr. 

Bharat Dahal, Co-ordinator, H.R.D.D., Mr. Iching Subba, A.E.O., H.R.D.D. for their 

help in giving various information and collection of data. 

I express my sincere gratitude to my parents and in-laws for their constant 

support and blessings. 

Special thanks are due to Mr. Kumsang Subba, T.N. Dahal, Leela Chhetri, 

Sonam Namgyal Sherpa, Prayas Rai, Students of Government Senior Secondary 

School, Bariakhop, for thir heartful co-operation. 

Last but not the least I am indebted to my husband Mr. Narendra Kumar 

Chhetri who has been my major source of inspiration to carry out this research work 

and my son Master Ayush Kumar Chhetri whom I deprived from normal maternal 

care and attention during the course of my research work. I pay my deepest gratitude 
to both of them for their support, co-operation and understanding. 
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