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CHAPTZER « I7

1. Brief Reference to the positlon before Indepandencg;

The Governmznt of India Act 1335 btsught a naw
political development in the British Indis. According to the

naw constitution of 1935 Dysrchy was abclished and the respon-

sibility of the state administration was vasted on the slected

reprasantativas of the stste Legislative Assembly's. Thus the
Act of 1933 went a2 stsp furihar in providing Provincial Auto-

nomy. Host of the work of tha stste acdministration was to be in

. hands of tha Indian ministears, thoagh the Covarnors also ampowe

. rad certain important and discretionary powers and they ware

- ot bound te,ﬁﬁilow_the advice of their ministers. The leois

\ .
'

Jaturz of Bangal and few other shates viare compcesed of two
e & i

parts - Legislative Assembly’and Legislativa ~ouncile The now

' constitation decidad that the members of the both the legisla-.

 tive wings would be ela2cted through restricted franchise. )

heanwhile Mahatma Gendhi's non-co-oparation move=

‘ment was sompleted in the 1934 and its influcences was not faded

faway at that tims. 3o, the ~ongrass was in a dilema in making

'decision of joining in the aelaction procsss according to the naw

‘constitution and tha issue of joining election be-sms the’

lcentral point of discussion of the annual session of the Tongraéss
lParty in the fpril 1936.
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1 Zarlier, Qongreés vehemently condemnad the 1935
‘congtitution and its the than Prasident Nehru was in favour of
iabstain;nq ’rom the ensuing alzction. But still %the annual
Songr2ss session of 1936 decidad fc pa*tinipatn in the elaction.
But 2 sharp difference arose,among the “ongress leaders regarding
the joining of ministry by the 2lected congrass members, Provided
ithé Party would gét majority. The All India Congress Commitiaz:
?esoived that the issue may be decided after the completion off

alsction.

} Undar the Governmant of India Act 1933, the ?oli—
t;cal Parties in Bengal ware very much serliouws in contesting hﬁ
élection of 1937. = In Bengal, there wera thres ma1n political |
.@arties which contestaﬂ the alection. Thesa wars: Tongress, kuslim
 i3ague and Fazlul Haeue's Krishak Projs Party. So vefors 1937
glaction, the position of the “ongrass and tha otbef'twa parties
need analysis. |

Z On the 1llth Qctober, 1934 the Presidehﬁial élection
and other offica-bearar’s election-of the Bengal Provincial Con-
grass “ommittec took placé in Talcuttoe. Dr. Bidhan Thandra Roy's
nams was proposaed as praaidmnt wiitout his aauroval by Surandra
Hohan Mal¢ra of Rajsahi and secondsd by Moulovi Jalaluddin
Hﬁssami. The rivsl group then trged to propcse tha hame of Nr.
Profull Thandra Ghosh as against Dr. 7oy, but Dr. Ghosh rafused to

conteste At that time, Subhas Thandra Dose was in Zurops. In
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spite of that Birendranath Sasmal proposed the name of Subhas
Shandrs Bose as prasidential candidata. But Pr. Roy was alec-
. ted Prasident by @ margin of 113 - 86 votes. 1In the other

. office-bearars election, Surendra Mohan Maitrs of Rajsani and
Noulavi Mahiuddin were slected as Vica—?residahts and Kamal
Kfishna Roy andkKiron Shankar Roy were elected as Szcretary and
Treasurer respactively of D.P.Ce%e Thus Dr. Roy bscame the

- Prasidents Later, in dug time Dr. Roy became the slected nem-

bar of All India “ongress Tommitiez and was nominatad as a mens

ber ¢f the Tongress vorking Tommittas.

On taking ths charge of the2 President, Dr. Roy

‘had to face a new probleme "During the election for tha Men=

. tral Assembly in 1934 Bidhan approachad Sarl Sarst Chandra lcsa,

, who. was then under datention, and suggzsted tc him that he should
i , .
v?’stand 28 a Tongress candidate, but Sarat babu preferrad to join

. Pandit Malaviya's 'Congress Matjonalist Party' along with many
' other from Bengale fs a matter ¢f fact, the elections of the

ICantral Assembly from Bangzl were s failure so far as the "one
1 ’ . 3

. gress was concerned. Shri Sarat “handrs Bose, although under
{ ] 1

ldetentign was elected to the Assembly.“

|
|
\

i - in the beginning of 1935, Sarst Che Bose was To-
ileased from Jaile After that, the than fanous "Big Fives™ of
-Calcutta, Nirmal “handra “handra, Tulsni Charan Goswani,

- Naliniranjan Sarkar, Dre. Didhan Chandra Moy and Sarat Thandre
: . 4 ran
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Bose éet in a‘méeting to discuss the then political situation as
: wéll a3 to plan for futurs pragiamma. " But thera were differ-
| ences of &pinion'cn,vérious matiers mainly with Sarst Sose on
tﬁé ona hand and the rest of the group. Having failed to take
- apunanonimous decision the leaders could not s22 any united pro-
- gramm3. It was the time of Eaétiens and groups in Sengal poli- '

C ticse

Tt has been observad that throighout "tha year
1339 and 2arly in ¥936vthe difforence of opinion amahgst CONQrasse=
man in Dengal continued. They ware prasticslly divided into
‘sev@ral groups'&nd it was well-nigh impossible to bring‘them
Itagatn@r to accept any comaon programnng. Thus diffsrences beJ

' com2 more outspoken in 1936 at the time of Provincial elsctions
For the Legislature. %'committea was formed consisting of four
3membars from theiiwv apposing Qraups of the congress Sor the
ncmination of sandidates for the election. Bidhan was electad
‘as the chairman of the committa%. Thars was unanimlty in the
éselarﬁian of 81l th2 200 and odd candidates. But in the case of
ffour candidaﬁas thers was a sharp di‘fermﬂce of opinlon. The 4wo
groups voted for thsir raapective c*nﬁidates and Bidhan had %o
2xarcise his casting vote in all the €ases. Sxi Sarat Thandra
18059 wés not setisfied with his gbsition and he appaaled to tha

Zantral Parliamentery Board which decided that the cases of these

/
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i four candidatas should bs placed bafors the ganeral maeting of
‘the Bengal Provineisl Congress: commxtte* for the&r final V”r'
| dict. Accordingly the commlitiee mat and uphald the smlectians
| of the candidates for wham Bidhan had gilven his casting vstes.
. Again ShriASarat Chaﬁdra Bosa was diséaﬁia?iad withﬂthis_find-
ing of the gensral body of the B.P.T«T. on this also he appaam

led to the vorking Tommittée. @hich f2lt that it was desirable

tc hava 3 cbmpromise on this issue and for that raasson dacidad
that the four namas o?-tha two groups should be raconsiderad in

a way that two from gach qroup might be put in es candidates.

Bidhan Chandra, 6n principle, rufusad to accspt the findings EA

the waikina camxitt & ‘ééausé according to the previois dezei-

sion, the general body o? the BePe™e7e had already given their

i verdict on the matier. On the ground he resioned From ﬁhe

’é camuittae and Shr¢ Sarst Thandra Bose undertook the entira ros-
!'ponsibility for running the alect;’wn that yéaé?(z)

it has baan abs*rvud that "the svolstion of Musllm,

| Politics during the years following the 5warajya Party's with—
vidraval from the Legislaturz in 1930 was marked, on tha one hand,
%by 2fforts of Muslim laadarship in the Legislatire o advance

,;the community 's interests by beneficial leq;slatiaﬁs, and, . on
.tn= other, by ?roja Andelsn unﬂ@r the Mikbil Banga Proja Samity
gwhich was consolidating Muslims on the econowic platforme Tha

' spread of Znglish aducation among Muslimse Particdslarly in



ast Bangal after ths establishment of Dacea Jbivarsity in
1921, brought'into being a naw class of rural leadarship, young
and aducated but not based on traditicnal land holding. This
class rapresented the urge for modernization and also provided
leadarship %o Projeo Andolan which in 2ffect was 2 new develop-
mgnt in Bensal Muslin Politics. Thus, progress in 2ducation
along with the growth of local self-governing institutions and

anlarcamant of the elsctorate, enfranchising 4 new Nuslim

5 ahd

voters to every 3 Hindus, brought into politics new for €@¥
3

possibilities before the oravxncial elections of 1937."

But th2 Muslim lzaders of the than time Bengal
ware not united. DNuaring 193337 thae lzadsrs were divided into
thra2 ma2in groupse. 411 Bancal Proje Samselan which latter
rensmad Krishak Projs Part? sinc? its birth in 18 29, had tre-
mendous influsnce over ths pzasontry & the Muslim middle clasé.
Moraover the party hard sn orcanisational units at the district
leval. ®azlul Han wss an sble lesder of the KePoP. On the
otnar haned, with the amergence wf‘Krishak Proja Pary for the
consolidation of Muslim Pzasantry under tha radizal leaderhip
f2lt nelpless for the landed Mudlim arestocrats. So, on the
aya of ale~tion, they formed Unitad Muslim Party in May 1936 wii
with Nawsb Hsbibulla Bohadur of Necna as Prasident. The lsaders
of the tnitad Muslim Party realizsed that withoat an esle~tion

alliance with the Krishak Projs Party, t 2 party's slection



prospeets would remain gloomy.  But his unity mova' broke down
on the qp@s»ian of leadership. Krishak Proja Party's choij@e of

?azlul Yy as the laad@r of the United ?raﬂf' 2% not acceptable

to the United Muslim Party loadars. Han described the Inited
| Muslim Party as a Party Zamindars, wheress Khwaja Nazimuddin
of the United PAQslim Party chargad the HePeP was "not a puraly
‘Muélim organisaticn” aﬁd it "nevsr scught on welcomed the
ca-aparaiion of prcmiﬁeﬁt Muslims of Bengal vno really'rapfase?t

. and voice the interssts and feglings of theMuslim Community."

During this poriod, 3 saction of business'community

‘ of Calcutta was~trying’to form a new'Muﬁiim L2agua Party in

i Bgngal with the consent%avainnah. M.A.H.'Espahani. Abdur'

i Rahmean Siddiaue'and Noorudin took the leading role in formation

E of the new party. Jlnnah w2as invited to B8ngal in August 1%36
"tc sattle thw dispute batwaen the United Muslim Party and the

| Krishak Proja rarty- it is notworthy in this contaxt that a
15actlen of the Krishak Proja Party and eth@rs also vmlc&med this
davmlopment.“(? zhuugh Jinnah had trie@ o unite both the
ggroups undsr the banner of All Tndia Muslim Leagu2z and to some
%@xtent h2 was also successful because KPP in one time joined the
%Muslim League Parliamentary Boarde But the unity did not survive
tlong bacause fazlul Hue protested against the mannar in which

ifirst macting of %uglim League.?arliamanﬁary Board had besn con-

%vanad without consulting him or other impdrtant Krishak Projs

Party leaders. Hua dascribed tha;arbitréry dacision to call
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tha‘m@@ting as "a fresh and dzliberate attampt to insult the
Frishak Proja Party and to make tham feel that as Krishak and
Projas thay must submit here as elsawh@ra to wnat th?é?aw9bs
and Zamindars may choose to decide on thair behalfa Lagtar,
whan the first meseting waes held on 8§ Szptembar E@Q the KePe?
mambers walkad out from the me2ting bescause of difla czs with
the other members in the preparation Qf the olaction manifasto.
S0 the unity move broke down and both the Muslim L2ague and the
Krishak Proja Party challengaed each othar in the "battle of

votae®

Befors the sl2ction, KPP was in dirs nsed of funds
and for collzetion of fund Hue approached BeT. Roy, Nalini
Ranjan Sarkar and ¥iran Senbsr Roy, the three influential State
Congross leaders. The three lsadars agreed to finance K.P.P.
alection and by collzaecting . 20,000/~ they handad over to lua

with a vaerbel promisa that KPP would jointly fight against thez

>

Muslim Leoague along with Congresse.

| Zarly in 1937 the rasuiﬁs of the 2lasctlons wors
outs. Poll counts showad that “ongrass became the larg st pariy
(not getting absolite majority), ¥K.P.P. formed the sacond largest
party, althouagn it was cballenged by KMuslim Leoague lsaders. hr.

Fazlul ‘lanue agresd to work with the Tongre

!ﬂ

3 in cas2 thy XX =

]

~onoress was willing to accept office. Sarat Bose and Subhas

.

Hose war2 then dominosting NPT and the former was a2lo2cted as tha
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1sadar of the Zongress legislature party, which was the largest
'single majority party and Bose brotner's also pogsess the Kay~
poSitiQn‘in.ih@ organisational wings of the Congra2ss. Sarat
”handra‘ussa refuéad to considsr the syostion of Tongress accep-
ting the office as he felt that it would be lew»ring the pvast ga;

©f the organisation to be a party of tne moalition gove rment.

‘The High Towmsnd, Bose Brcthars contsnded, had not at that &

given its pzrmission to form a Toalition Ministry in Bt Sengal.
Later, when A.i...u. took a dacision thet “ongress should accept

office in pravinces in the azantime, in Bengal Mr. Fazlul Hua

Joined. the Muslim League group and formed the %inistry in 1037

Governor Sir John Andsrscn first invited Sarat
Bose a¢'£h- leader of the single. largast party to form a minis-
‘try. Gut factionalism within Bengal ¢ Congress and intransigﬁnce
6n the part cf Aloh ~osmand turned the table. The Nongress
Party in Bﬂn)al mlssed tha bus, alt%oaah a fow months later the
High uonmanﬁ gave their graﬁn signal Eor a coalition Mi nlstry.
But then, it was too late. Hera the list of elected candidates

A , : (7)Y
of various political Partiss have given below.

1otal Membars 3lected 3 250

1. Congrass | 60
2. Indepandent Muslim | o

- eandidates 4l
3 Hudlim League | ' ‘ &

4. Krishak Proja Party . 33
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He European : 25

@

6. Indépenﬁant “Hinduy , 23
{ €rom lowar caste) '

7. Independent Barna Hindu 14

e Oﬁhar»lndependaﬁt ‘
candidatas., 12

Out of 60 candi‘ates of the Congress ?arty f%
members were being elected from Schadulad Caste Hindu section
from labour wing and Tripurs Krishak Semity.  And the maximum
membars of the Krishak Proja Party were from Muslim psasantry

saction.

Thars were 63 members in the ‘Jengal lLeogislative

Councile According to Party nosition t-

1. Indepzncent Auslim 13
2+ Indspendant 1ingu 12
3. Muslim League o 11
4. TONgTress 10
F. Zuropaan 6
- 6o Members of other Sections 11

After forming the Ministry with Muslim Leagus

Fazlul Hacue becam2 the Prime Minist:r ¢f Bencal.

‘B@ing the largest party, “the “ongress had the

primary responsibility to form a miﬁistryﬂbﬁt the in-dacision



af the All Indis Tongross ~ommittes aboul accepting offics
“stoad in its waye. In this situation end in th: face of rising
axpectations, the possibilitiss in respect of Tabinst Forms-
tiong Ponding decision of the A.T..7, were : (3) the eongress
could nave formed 2 coalition with the Krishak Proja Party on
the basis of 2 minimum prograsmz for tha purpose of ministry
making without 1ts21f joining the ministry, or (b} it conid
have helped Fazlul Huo in forming a coalition govar?mgnt with
8

its pessive support by not joining ¢he opposition.”

It has been stated thaot, "the laadership in
Bencal lacked thz foraesight to arrive at e 'compromise® with
Hua who, thosgh a somewhat immature politiciasn, was never a
total éeparatist like many other jengal Muslim lasderse Tha
Tongress should havs taken advantage of bug’s antipathy o tha
Huslim Laague and parhaps Huo would have besn the enswer to
Pakistan. But the inturnal qgarzéls in the Bengal unit of tne
Tongrass made this imposzibla. fn fact even the relations
betwzan the AICC and the B2ngal unit was far from satisface

{(9) ‘

tory™.

Buslim Leaguz took the opportanity of Tungrass
Party's policy of abstaining from Fazlul Huo's ministry. “The
lcaguz lesders 30w the dangzr of the Proje - ~ongress coali-
tion. To avert this situétion. they offeraed thair suppsrﬁ to

(1
Fazlul Tao.”



Thereaftsr the obviois coursa for the Congress
was to go to the opposition. In the ?azl&l Hua's ministry
among the ton wministers, “iindus and Wuslims were the enual
numberse. But due o the rift among the ministers, the minis-
try was npt stable, strong and efficient. Congress, the |
opposition party, r@paaiadly prasented no=confidance notions
against the ministers ssparately. Moreover, Mahatma Gancdhi
visitad two timgs in Beoncal in the yaar 1938 and du2 to his
inflagnece 24 indapandent schaduled costa mamhers-jained tha
conaress legislative party whiech andangared the existenca of
the KPP Muslim League coalition Minlstry. But the faction
politics of Bengal Congress could not utilise this opgortu-~
nity. Even Gandhiji tried to form Congress - KR Coalition
Ministry but this wss 2lsoc not fruiiful. Latar Fazlul Huno
remarked that Tongress had tried for a number of times 4o
form a coalition winistry with his party but the accaptance

af this proposal means, 'sign the death warrant of Islam.'

"Hewavér the constant opposition of the Con-
Ggrass resulteﬁ in the drawing together of tha2 various Muslim
grodps in the Assambly, and the Hum Sovernment's fate depind
on a consolidatad Muslim Pronte. 1t was thersfore natural ihat
Sangreésm@n characterised it as a "Muslim' governmant. Tt is
wzll to rzmember hers that the Muslim League 4ill the mid
30's was a small group compdsed of landlordg, high officials

and mambers of the noble famwilizs.e Tre 1937 alections gave
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only 4.3 parcent of the ﬁﬁslim votz to the Leagua‘but tan
y2ars later, 1947, it u@d three=fourths of thz same vate."{ll)
According to Profassor Myron Wein%r, "1t was in
4.the thrae y2sars betwsen 1937 and 1940 that the Leagua gi@w from
a limited - interest cgroup to a2 vast mass movament vhich w9? Ea
win its demand for a Pskistan state of eighty million p@oplé%ﬁi
Meanwhils, the second world war came and Priwsa
Minigter tlug wholehzartedly supported the tnen Gritish acminig=
tration. Twring this prricd Hua's ministry had not to face eny.
serioils crisis. Nut the Provineial “ongress Party was facino a

s2risus organigsational conflict.

in 1933 Shri 3ubhas “handra Hos2 was, thz Prasident
I»of Bengal Provineisl “ongrass Tommittse and in that yrar he was
slected President of the Indlian National “ongra2ss. As ha was
~ the nominee of Zandhili there was no difficulty in the election.
But in 1939 Subhas Bose opposed the officisl Tonoress candidats
1&?. Pagtabhi Sitaramayya; who wes supported by Gsndhiji. Soon
after his el.ction Subhas Bose-bacama 111 and it wes with mueh
difficulty thet ha aﬁtaﬁﬁed the naxt sassion at Tripuri. After
the declaration of result in which Boss re-2lactad as Pariy
-?resid@nt by daéeating Ganghiji's nominae Pattabhi Sitaramayya
“Gandhiji becams very much shocked and romarked "Pottabhis defeat
iis ny dafeat®. This statement created tremendous impact among

'the congress leaders and mainly among the majority members of



.tchgrass Working Committea. The méﬁbars of the nawly formed.
working comuittes. b@ééa%ﬁaﬁé@@gé@{%@bhas Bosa 30 owing to
diffefencﬂ of opinion @iﬁ% *he‘High Pomﬁaﬁd Bose rasigned
from the Tongress Precidentship st a m eting of the Al "0 hald
in Calcutta_in April, 1933,

With the resignation of shri Subhas “handra Bose
-Siamf:ongrassfpr@sidshtship. gr@gp'bittarness in tho Bangal

politics manifésted itsal?'in.many WapSe . Many<prominént con=

» grassman ond lsacers thrgaténaﬁ tha Caentral lasders for muiting

tha partye.

During the AIT” m@ating hald in "#8lcutta in

April, 1939 Gandhiji came to Caleutta and'stayéd at Sodapur

. ond sent for Bidhan and asked him to take up tha membarship of

the Working Committec. VI wés hesitant in the beginning,” says

nr. Roy, "wecause I'did,not‘want to come bestween tha2 oppssing

graups in the eongress. I had nevar any group mentality so far

as the ¢ Congrass was concernad and I did net ralish the sq;a S

ggeatxon when there existed such a difference of cpinion amongat
tha leadars of the Tongrass.

: 2 = But even so Gandhiji persisted in
{

13)
‘my joining the Working ”omm;t t39 along with Dre Prafulla tioshe”

. 80, again ha jained as a membey of the Yorking ﬁcmaittae. For

lthis Bidhan had to suffer materially end otherwise on several

‘accasi@ns. Iven hia houaa at Wellington 3treet was at*ackad in

ﬁhe Party fouds "The diff@rencﬂ of opinion manifasted itsa]f in
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tha day to day working of the Bengal Provincisl Tommitise. The
matieyr was plaged bafors the Yorking Tommittss éﬁd various
masting took plece at which the problem of congrass in Bangal
was discussed. Hventuelly the working committes decided w
axpel 3hri Sarat “handra Dose  from ths ~ongress for a e2rtain
number of y2ars and appointed an adhoe commities for stablli-
zing the position of ths "ongress in Bengsl. Then “andhiii
asked Bidhen to try and re-grganise thr congress in Bengal.
Zavaral attemplts were made and various discussionsg took place
but nothing very tsnoivle camy out. The group wmentality svona
th2 congrassmen vitlated the sntire atuosphere snd Didhsn tried
to aveid aettlng involved in thes2 souabbles.e The result w§§
1
that ne kept himas2lf aldof from any active congrass wﬁrkgé"
Fprom tna above discussion wa can analyse ¢ne thing
that bengal congress was nevar smooth salling and the lsadirs of
the Provincial congress ware alway@ at daggers drawn with sach
pthere Sc nothing organisational works had done ﬂue to organi~
sational difference and group politiecs and it is ketter to say
that parsonality - clésh was the reot of organisationsl draovs-
backe Herz it must be sald that vefors the party nuarrels
began in S2ngal, "tne 'lose brothers and Dre Roy worked tugesther.
Of eosrse, later thoy did not see aye Lo eye with one another
in politicsy WNaovertheless, Uidhan had always remained a3 persc-

nal frisnd of Nataji Subhas ~handra Boseo( H§ was also his
13
doctor in times of erisses in his heslth.®



Howavar, Subhas Dose after suiting Conarags formed
a new Political Party named "RpRWARD 5LO7Y. Tonssouantly Cone

gress was loosing its power and influsnc2 in the provincs.

The conaress 1:adership daring ths garly months of
Hua's Prime Ministership'created a vicious eirzlz for him. “Thelr
constant critichsm and personsl attacks at puhl%g’?eatings and
in the press, in fact, madz his position weaker. i #ithin a
faw months h2 cam2 to féel that in the situation craated by out-
richt congress opposition he could bank only on the anti—Hi??%\
fazling of a saction of muslims $0 sastein him and his ministr??

But so-n Razlul Hua was lobsing ground in its own
Krishak Proja Partyo VT eevesssesencesesetha Laagus was the do-
minant partnar in the coalition gavernment from the vary hegine
ning aven trough th2 Prime Minister belomged to the Krishak
Proja Party. After the revolt of 3 saction of that party
auainst Fazluyl Huo's lzadership aﬁé his formally Joining the
L.eagur at its Lucknow ssession, the dominant Rmsitienmoﬁ tha

L2ague in the CGovarnment bacame even mors marked.”

Fazhul tun wes tha most popular lsadar of Bengal
and ha wss always davoted at that time ?ully for tha interasts
ef the Muslim comaunity. "In spite 211 this, his leadership
mark@d(i ?@clin@ on acccunt of his differences with Jinnah in

& '

1841." The raason of tha diffarence was that Jinnah or-

derad the Prime Ministar of Bengal, Assam and Punjab of his




Muslim Laague to ~uit ths membership from the Defenes Touncil

which was astablished for the second World War by the British.

"in tha fresidentiel address at the Bencal Provin-
cial Muslim Léague conferance hald at Sirajgsnd on 13 Tebruary
1242, Jinnah accused Fazlul Hua of disloyalty and faithIessness
to the national organiszstion and inﬁarests of the Muslims, and
narrated the circumstanges which led to the axpilsion of the

(20%
shara Bangla®.

Theraafter “ua was ralinouished from the Muslim
Laague leadership and Khaja Najilibuddin becams 2lected as the
lgadsar of Musiim Leaguzo But»Huq again formad his sacond minis-
try (Progressive coalition ministry) with Forward Bloe, his own
followsrs of ¥rishak Proja Party snd with few other small par-
tizs. Shyemapr&éad Mukheries, the famous Hindu Mahasabha laae
der, was the “inance Minister of this Proaraessive coalition Mi-
. nistry ant in fant Mukherjee had a tremendous influénce on tha
- sacond Hun's ministry. HMuslim Leagus characterisad it as
"Hinda ' daminﬁtaﬁ'ministry bacausa out of ning, four ministers

~ware from the Hindu community.

"Wotwithstanding his services to the Muslims,
Fazlul Huo became unpopular with the Muslim intelligentsia and
students becauss his dissociation with thae Muslim League and

A (213
Coalition with the Hinduy Mahasabha.
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“The strangth of the ?rcgressivé Coalition hoa-
ded by Fszlul Hun consisted of Progressive Assembly Party -
42, Tongress Dosa Sroup - 28, Krishak @roja Party - 19, Hindy
kMahasabha -~ 14, Indapendent Scheduled Caste Group - 12,
Angle - Tndiagns - 3, Labour - 74 Tha 42 memboers of ths Pro-
grassive Assembly Party were tha seedzrs from the Muslim iea—
gue, including the original members of the Krishak Proja ??rty
who famained with ®azlul Hua in the Muslim Lasqgue in l@%gﬁ;

Thé official conarzss consisting of 25 members
also promisaed thelr co-operation to the new ministry. ¥iran
 Snankar Roy was the lesder of the official Congress legisla-
tive Pary. HMuslim Leagus, the opposition ¢arty, was always

trying to dislodge the new Hua ministry.

"Tnspite of the strong opposition organisad by
the Muslim Leagus, Fazlul Huo continued to command a large
majority in the legislatura. But he had to facs th2 hosti-
ity of 3ir John Harbert, Governor of Bengal whb could not
tolerste the indspendent policy - followlng by his miniﬂtry
and found his actions pra2judicial to the interests Q?gg?a

.4

British Smpire particularly in the tima of the war.’

Following conspiracy of tihe then Bengal Governor

- with the Muslim Lsague, Hun was resioned on 23 March, 1943,

Then Govzrnor reruestod Khwaja Nazimuddin, the leadsr of tha



Muslim Leoague to form the Ministry.

“In Legislature Nazimuddin's position was weak,
as he nad no majority.‘ “is ministry depanded upon the suprort
of the Hindu and Zuropean memuars. On Mareh 28, 1245 nis
ministry wes defestad by 106 ubtes %o 97 on ths Sacondary
Bducation 8Bi1l, as the Hindy mesbers voted agalinsy i£ and
Europeans and Anglo-Indian memb2rs sbstained from voting.
Fazlul Hug, lsadar of ths opposition, commanded majority in
-th@ lLegislaturas It wos expected that he would be eommission-
ed by the guvernors to form the ministry. But R.G. Tasay ra-

fasad to commission him to form the ministry. He imposad sece
{24}

There was not much activity in the legislative
and administrative fislds during the piricd of Nazimuddin
pramiorship except that the ministry had to {tackle a severs
faminae in late 1943 when people died in thousands. According
to Govarnment report l.5 million paople died in fazine whils
according to cahtemp&rary astimate 3.3 million pecple died and
- it effacted severely th 1ife of 20 million ocut of 60 million

(23) .
pesple . in Bsngal. The figures of desth provebly did nci

reveal the full gravity of the calamity. In thz famine -
stricken araa 10D percent of the people or an estimated 1.2

(26)
million to 1.3 million m@2n, women snd children becoms beggars.

Anotha2r & million paople, ineluding 2.7 million land iabgurars,
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1.% million poor peasants, 1.5 million country industrisl wor-
kars and 23,000 posr schodl teschers, waere reduced to a2 vary
similar status.”(é7)

1¢ is futile to appartisﬁ blame for this grest
faminas Eeithgr thz Fazlul Yun Mindstry nor the Muslim Lzague
Ministry created the cenditions for it, though each held the

(2a)
other responsible for the catastrophe.”

¢ :
But Wavell accused the Muslim lLeague Ministry for
this famine bazcause Ministers were busy with politicsl rivalries

(22)
and thay dixax did not devote thamsalvas Ffully to the famins.

in 1944 Nazimuddin Minisiry agéin'fsced another
serious problem, i.e., the cloth scarcity. Nuslim Leaaue Minis-
- try was also accused by the cpposition partiss as wall as the
then ~sptral Government for the emargence of this sudden cloth

scarcity problem.

NézimuddinAMinistry prepared "tha way’For tha sub-
seansent chaos in Bangal lzading ultimetely to a eommunal clash
~ which occursd on an unprecedantad scala. 1t was the prelade fo
Pakistan.“(gg)

Howavar, after Nazimuddin's Muslim Leagua Minig=
try's f£all, Bengal Governor Tassay took the administration undér

- his control following clause 93 of the constitution until 1848
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; 2laction.

Aftar.tha.éecond world war, in 19435, general slage
tions in DBritain brought the Labour Party te powayr and its leader
- Tlement Attlaee became thg Prime Ministar. Labour Party haé
alrzady promised in its pfﬁ-électiqn campoign that it would give

independence tc Indie, if the Party won the election.

Borne

Tha Eirst'stap undertaken by tne Labour Govarnment
‘was to order elsctlons to tha Central Legislative Assemﬁly. Bow-
cause tha foderal part of tha econstitution of 1933 hed not come
'inta force, 2lactions to the central legislative Assambly was
held undar tha provisions of the “onstitution of 19¥. Tne re-
lsQlts vare declarad in Decambar, 1945 and showed that the Cone
gress Party nad won in almost 2ll non-rzserved or genaral (in

practice, 'indu majority)y “onstituenciss,the Muslim League

)
:gaﬁhered all Muslim rosarved seats and Alsli Nal won in the alec-
toral districts reéervaﬂ to the Sikhs. This was the culmination
of the British policy of devide and rale, but Indian l2adzrs wars
also raspunsiblé for the polarization along raligjious linzs. The
daapening breach batwaen Hiﬁdus and Muslims was ominous for the
futurz of Indiae. Muslim Leaqua, s%rength@neﬁ by its a2lection
victories, préssed its_éemahds“. 3 ?

A

*"In February 1946, wnen the provincial elactiovns

were in progress and the Sangal election waos yat o be held, the




dacisﬁon of the British ﬂabinet'tc send a cabinet mission to
India was énnounceﬁ. Tt consisted of lord Pothick - Lavwrenca,
Sir 8tafford “ripps and Mre.. A.Ve Alexendar. The Mission arri-
ved in India in Maréh 1246 with the purpose of discusSing with
the lndian reprasentatives stéps to be taken, first 'to sacure
the widest measure of agresment as to the method of framing of
constitution'y Second, 'the setting up of a constitution making
body', and third, 'the bringing into b@ing of an Sxscutiva
Touncil héving the support of the main Indian Parties'. These
proposals along with the Britisn Labour Party's elsction to
péw&r in 1945 meant different things for the Muslim Leasgue and
the Qongrésé. While to the Tongrass a Labour Government m2ant
‘aarly attainmant of SQlﬁ-govefhmant. to the Muslim Lezacgue it
meant opposition to their demanc for Pakistan sing? t&e Latour
leadars were ‘allergic to Muslim League damand for partition
and separétaamﬁslim Sﬁate,'. Jinnah decidéd to fight for a
_separata,canstitutign making body for a separate State of
Pakisﬁ&n.“(sz) | ’

'“Afterrﬁearly three montns' hactic aectivity the
cabinet mission failed to achieve a consensus and gave its own
recommandation. They recommendad a inion of India embracing
befh British and the Princely states with powers to deal with
subjects like foreign affairs, defence and communicstions witn

authority to raise finance re~aired for the shove subjects and
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thie States retaining 21ll subjects othar than the Ynion subjects
and 211 rasiduary powers. Yﬁg Mission also favourad s .constitu-
tion-making body ond formation of an interim covernment compri-
sing of thy tw major commanifies; {he All Indis “ongress
Committee at its Dombay sessica by 203 votes agginsﬁ 51 accepted
the (obinet Mission Plan. Sut the ﬁuélim Lesgue Passaed two 1250~
lations in July 1246 withdrawing its acsegptance of ths Tabinst
sission Plan and reiterating its resclve to resert to mass sirue-
ggle for achieving Takistane August 16th wes fixed as the
*Direct Action Day® whsn maati?%g)were to b2 held throughout
Indias to enforce thair claim.”

During this pericd tssan Ssheed Surhawsrdy, the
leadsr of Myslim Leagiz in Bengal, held the »pst of Chief Minis-

T,

League's 'Mireect Action Day' was directed against
"Brivish Slavary’ and against 'the contamplated future caste
Hindu domination's So it can be sald that the action was against

the Hindu Nomaunity as well.

¥on the 16th of Aunust, 1946 large numser of proco-
ssions of Huslims emergsd from varicus psrts of the city and the
processionists carriad with them lethal wwapons. A conspirdcy
wEs hatchgg)wdth the tacii support of tne Zuropean officials for
a cammunalﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁh the city. Th2 ohjﬁcﬁ was to unlz2ash o sudden

mass attack on Hindus who formed the majority population of



Caloutta, snnihilaete as many of them 28 possible and drive
away a substantial porticn af the Hindy citizens to convert it
into a Muslim majority city. Once this wss. achievad the city
of Talcutta eould ba claimed for the new state of Pakistan. |
Leagqus véluntears and gootddas \Qeré imgéi&@d from char“parﬁs
of the country.  In pursuance of thelr secrat plan large -
scale attacks on indu houses locatad in pfédominantly Muslim
areas, particularly in the Park Circus, Kidderpore and Machua
bazar were mada. The papers came cut with horrors storises.
hief Minister Surahwsrdy himself went to the O ﬁntxal Toom at
Lalbazar and directzd rescuz and halp for Muslims wanting to be
evacitated from Hindu pockstse Tongress and Hindu Manasabha
leaders thougnht the Government would come to the rescug of the
1indu populsticon but soon they were disillusioned. After 44
hours of looting, arson and killing the army was gallad out in
aid of civil pover. It was only tnen that ricis were éumawhat
controlled on tha main thoroughfsrss of Talcutta. But in mixed

loecalities 1ike Belisghasta (north Salcubtta) the fury of the

Yﬁg

ricts continuad &Edbated. Tha Hindus haed by then raaslised that

they would have to defend their lives and honour of thelr vomen
unaidad by Govarnm@nﬁal helps Even Br. B.™. Toy's house at
Wwalliington Strest was attacked and the qraunA floor of the

bailding was ransacked by hoolingans. Dre Shyama Prasad Mukhore

Je2 toolk s bold stand and organised defence in varicius parts of
the oity endangering his personsl safety. Tha Mislim lLeaguers
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‘who ﬁad~hcbad that the Hindus would crumble and flae the city
recéivad'raports of large scale retaliation. The drama was
soon roverseds. Hindus bagan to retaliaste in the areas whaere.
they»wera5strong and stfeats of Calcutta were Flowing with
blcooed of both tha communities.?(aq)

4 L .
"Actually the greater portion of thosa killed in

Calgutta wepe from the poorer Sections of both communitics -
the shop-kaapars and déck—war&ers {¥nalasis® who ware mostly
Muslims from Neakhali, Gwalas {Milkmen), "artmen, Rickwhaw" -~
pillers agd Darwans cr Noor-keepers, who wera wainly frém
Bih&r".(Sa}

According to officisl estlmates in Talcuttis 3,

000 peopls ware killed, fiftesn thousands poople were injursd
and about 2 lakh rendaered bhomweless following communal elashad

for the ™Mirsct Action Nay’.

“The riots in Noakhali was followad by the
Calcutté riots and was amally savaga. The Hindus who war@,
numerically inferior there to the Muslims (éﬂ percant of the
population was Muslim) could not retaliate end it was almost
2 mongsided affair. The aépcunts of horrors and atrocitiaes
committad thare reached Talcutta and in other parts of country.
It was during the height of tne riots in Noakhall that Gan;
chiji vent there aﬁd.undertoak 8 walking tour to instill cou-

C rage in the ainds of th2 ainority community. Suhravardy who




was the Chief Minister then made strong sscurity arrang&m&?ﬁa .
for Gan&hiji- But the sxodus From Noakhali which had alrQ?dy
began prior to his wvislt showed no signé-u? abatemante. Thég\
avacua2s brought with them moving talas of ‘savagery and out- §g
T358S ONn women. Achary-a Kripalini who was Congress Presiﬁ§nt%\‘
at that time after his return from a iéur 0f riot-torn Naakpélﬁ-
in his statesment mentioned how vaxmil]ien marks on countless
Hindu woman werse effaced and conehenall bangles hroken hefore
dishcnouring tham. Tne statament inflamad the passions of
Hindus and communal violenc2 broke out in Bihar which later
spread to the United Proviness The acts of Hindus whera they
were nuﬁarically superior werz no less bratal than Muslim

{38)
Savagerys

11« Indepandence and Partlition:

Ythen this time Bengal and other Provinces wars
effected with large-scale communal viclances, the fangrass lgg-
ders at the Centre wers facing absolute non~-co-op2ration from
thelir Muslim League colleagues in the day-to-day function of
.thg‘intarim govarnmante So, Judging 211 the situstions the
congress had no othzr alternative bul to acecapt the Wountbatten

plan for division of India.

Huslim lLeague had alraady declaraed their option

for Pakistan and in favour of tholr damand the league lzadaps
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had taken various polltibal strategiss like "™irect Action Fay.
Muslim Leasgue leadar Jinnsh, in 2 spsech dalivering in the “on-
ﬁrai Agsembly, said, that Hindus and Muslims could never unite
bacausz the Muslim mind had boen thinking in t2rems of saparation
for the last thirty y@ars.(gv 2

Tha “ongress leadzrs w:r2 also tired and disgustad
.,with ths Muslim league leaders. Nehra told a visitor, ;Wf wora
'tired men. Wa ware not prepared togo to Jail egain."( °

The British Govsrnment slrsacy announced that it

intended to withdraw £rom India by Junz, 194y, thougn Gritasin

auait Iindia in Aggust, 1947.

"The withdrawal was presided over by the new
Yiceroy, Lord lLouls Mountbhatiene His shuty was £o smoath the
: path to &ndepﬁnéanca by persuading the ~ongress leaderse. Partie
‘calarly Nahru, to aceapt the Partition. Sever: rioting between
}~Muslims and !tindus marked th2 last yaasr of Gritisk rula in India.
- In some place the :eligidué civil war was incitad by Muslim lea-
gud, such as in the major rioct that occured 'in "alcutts in June,
1946, 3ut Hindy and Sikh groups ware regpondible in other arcas.
. The riot wer: a factor in persuading Tongress leaders to accapi
the division of Indis to create Pakistan. Thay ware'tonvinceﬁ
"t:at a large and disaffectad Muslim minu?ity wo;lﬁ bc a source of
instspility. Llong years of agitation in opposi ion- had told on

1
I

L soime Tongress leaders, who were anxious to turn to the cmnstruc-
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tive businass of soverninge Thay did not want to put a doter-
minad rasistance to.the demand of the Myslim leaqua for Pakistan
for fear that it might dalay the depgg%nre of the British and
their ovn sscent to seat of me:aar."(‘M
Tha ~ongress Working Commiﬁtaa ultimately acceptad
the Pakistan propozal and the Partition of Provincese. :Exulaine
ing the Tongrass :asoldtion,‘J. 3¢ Kripalini, the “ongress Pre-
sident, in a Press "onfarencs at Madrss on 9th Mareh, stated
that the “onarsss wanted 2 uhited India, but "1f that is not
possinle and 1f people must murder each othar than the Yorking

I

Somnitter recommand the division of t-2 Bunjab into tvo Provine

4]

cas”e Hy alse sald trat Tongrass would also damand th?ap?rti‘
tion of Bengal, "if conditions ars the same in Beongal.” B

®"The Congrass High “ommand accepted 3 June plan
which provided for the partition of Indls as w2ll as the parti-
tion of Bengal and the Punjsbe. Jinnah gava a992§§nce of the
aczgptance of this plan by ths Muslim Leagua.“( A

"Nur:ng this time a proposal wss moctad o the
2f7ect that Bangal should ne made 3 soveréign and independantg
statse. Tha Thief Minister of Bengal, Suhrawardy whom the “indus
blamed for tae carnage in Talcutts and who worksd tirelessly for
the division of the country, startad a dialogue with Sarat losa.

Sarat Sose had also sazn Jinnah 4o enlist bhis support for this
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moves Tha scheme was vshemantly cppasad by the Tonaress leadaers
at the Cantre including vallavbhael Patsl and Nehru, althouch a
small section of “ongressmen in Bengal was in sscret sympathy
‘with it. The Hinda Maﬁasabha and its leader, Dr. Shyams Prosad
| MBukherjee opposed it, so did tha lasdars of th2 Muaslim L2agua.
The 3engal Provinelal “ongress Sommities snd the Hindu Mahasabhs
Pagsed resclutions for crzation of a separsts Province of West
{4
Senaale”
On 20th June, 1947, the two wings of the Bengél
Asgsembly accapted the proposal of tha partition of Bannal. And
than avents moved in Kaleldoscopic raoiditye The ‘buss of
Tommons and the ‘louse of Lords passed the Indian Indspendenca
Bille 3So tra country was ready for f{readom and simultanéously

Fur pertitione.

The Tongress “igh Tommand and th2 KMualim Leaqua
was r:ached an agreemant at Dalhi on 29th June, 1947 tnrough the
madiation of the Vicercy on thé re-prganisation of the adminis-
trative sat up in tho partitionsd provinnes of Punjab and Bengal,
Then after a mzeting with Gowvarnor Burrcows, Bangal Pramier Sub-
rawardy, ths Muslim leagi2 lesder and Dre. Profulla “handra Chosh,
tna laader of Jengal "ongrass Party, a brizf communinge was
issued in the following lins. "The unprecadentsd situation ari-
sing out of the decision of Junz last that th? province of tene

gal shall ba partitionad,  arrangements have been made to apnoint
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ministara to repweamnt tha view point of West Bengal. The reo-
latsonshlg trat will subsist batw2en thae existing Tovernment of

ﬁangal:anéwthe'new Ministers has boeen aqraad to by %Qgiera of
the m@jér goliiical partizs nare snd in Now ﬁnlwi. " Goyarnor
Barrows tﬁén announcad the dacision to saet up a Linistry

tng Weﬁt’@%“gal unit of undivided Bengal. Accordingly Coverncy
radueét&éjﬁr. Profulia Thandrs Ghosh to set up his Ministry in

raspact of noneNuslio w SJQTlty part of the provincsz.

"The Govarnor further explaired t.2 velationship
batwaen thﬂ axisting Governmant and the naw Ministers and said
that ths new Ministars would be consulted on 211 matters affec-
ting West Uennal width right 1o initiate pC‘lC;%& in mastiers
selely concerning West Jengale Any decision reached by them
would be implementes by the Government. But in the avant of
diffarence of Qpinion'tha matter »0uld be rafzerved Lo th2 cabi-
nete Thae West Bangal Ministars would have the right to call for
papars and to acﬁ tharaon on tha%zéénitiative, to ask the Seee
ratary to agamine any proposal.”

Cn 4th July, 1947 Povnrnor jurrows gdminis t@red
thu oath of oifice anﬂ'%@crecy to Dre.e Ghnsh and otﬂar Ministars.
The name of the new Ministers were Nre. 3uresh Banrrjes, Wikunja
ihalty, Wamal Krishna 2oy, Jadavandrs Panja; dem Maskar, Radha-
nath Das, Kalipada Mukherjse and Kohini ‘urman. Though DreShosh

alsc invited Dr. Bidhan Thondra Roy end Shyams Prosad laukherjee
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to join/the Ministry but both Dr. Roy and Mukherjee had exprassed

_theirﬁinshility to Join the Minlstry. At that time, the communal

situgtion in Talcutta 2nd its adjscant districts continued to

AN
rea3in tensz which had been started sines 16th August, 1947 when

«@ﬁéfﬂm Leagua daclarad the 'Mirzct Action’ day. 5o the first and

#the foramost task of the Dr. Ghosh's WMinistry was to contain
. R /k .

'.cpmm%nal disturbances in West Dangal, Immediataly the new Minis-
tryfﬁook some steps to rostors communal pasce in Calcutte and its
adjacent district Howrahe Dr. “hosh met Eha policamen belonged
to th2 Muslim comﬁhnity who hat refused to work as & protest
ageinst attack by the “indus of the “owrah districit. This spe-
cial armed Muslim police force had inducted by the Muslim Leasgue
Ministry earlier for the purposs of curbing violent activitiass of
the “indu community and to safeguard tha 1ivas ane properties of
the NMuslims. Howsver Dre. Ghosh parsuadoed the Muslim poligemen

iQ resume their dutiss and he was addrassed mass Meeting for
restoration of comwunal pzace. But though the communal situa-
tion bezgan to improve at Howrzh but it took a bad turn in Cal-
éutta following the death of a2 Police Officer. Udoth tha Muslim
Laagu2 and Congress Ministry jaintiy tpwk som2 measaras to bring
the situstion under controle. They took tha help of the Sritish
arwy in breaking up hooligan slaments. In a pr2ss interview Dr.
Ghosh sald, "the house must be in order bLafore the fransfor of
povar on Auniast 19 when B?ﬁgal as & whole will casase to axist

and wa ehall have two states. e must mska Talaytta free from
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trouble, coimunal or otherwise, and have full contrel of the

cityﬂéaadministration bafore Auqgust 13, UOne of the pr:limingry

steﬁé;is ta)have officers of our choica to "key posts in the

pqiﬁt@."

+ A large number of Muslim Police Offiecers with
comqﬁﬁal l2anings had signified thelr intention to opt for Hast
_B@néal- Thair places ware to takan by “indu DSSiC@fs. Official
announcamant of this decision tended to imprové'the morale the
dindu comrunity of West Bendal. 3ide by side Covarnment selzc-
tad 21 additional points in the danger zones for srmy and armed
police pickets with ordars to "shoot to kill" any parson found
connitting crimes. The new ~hief Ministar's hope for auiskaning
the pace of return of normally werz realised as a resalt of the
measure initiasted by Government. After a week'’s complete dig-
ruption of traffic, trams ancd buses ran on different roiutes and
there were positive signs of ret&rning confidanca and activity
in 7alcutta. Tha nunber of daad came down to only one.  Hut
the new kinistaers did not relax their 2fforts and visited affec-
ted arass asnd addressad public gfgtings to instill courage in
the mincds of panicky peopla."(4 |

Viceroy Lord Mountbatten and Govarnor Durrows met
Sunrawardy and Profulla Ghosh, the joint Thief Minister, =nd aci-

visad them to take moasuras to combat the detaricrating communal
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situation on the ave of transfor of powsr. Armies were deplo-

yed,in maleatta and in border districts of Vst and Zast Bengal.

in the sacond week of August when Gandhijl came to
ﬁgﬂépur n2ar Talcutts on his way to Noakhall whare Hindus in
 thousands had been killaed by the Muslims, Muslim league leeder
Osman apprissd CGandhiji that the West Nengal Hindus wers decided
to take revenge of pravious duslim oppression when the Muslim
government servants would be transferred to Zast Rznasle  So
Osman panurstad Gandhiji to stay in “alcatta so that the 1ife
and property of tha Muslims could he sayade Osman also gavs
word to Gandhi%% that thay would try to restora communsl peace
in Noakhali.s_ ’

Suhrawardy and Dr. Ghosh also sought Gandniji's
@uﬁdahca. Tnay alsc requested him to postpone his visit to
- Hoakhali for some days to which Gandhiji agread. Gandhiji met
the raprazsantatives of Muslim and Hindu communitiss and heard
thelir sorrowful storias. 2 aven had a discassion with Cover-
nor Burrows ragarding the deteriorating situstion of the communal
clashzs. ﬁ#ring his visit in the riot af ected areas of Tal-
cutta, accompaniad by Mr. Ghoéh, flayor Sudhir oy fhuudhﬁry‘ané
Maslim lLeasgue Secratary Osman, he mat riote-victims and heard

thair sufferings.

Gandhiji and Suhrawsrdy decided to stay togethoar
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in a worst 2ffacted area{%n)ﬁalcutta for restoration of gcomminal
: &
amity and work for peace. Qﬁuring Gandhiji’s visit at Baliaghata
in Calcutts on 13th August for his pearse-mission ha faced angry
demonstration by Hindu Youth.  "A Sritish Militery picket was
posted on the road while arpmad and unarmad polic2 pickets ware
stationad inside thz compound. Suhrawardy. joinsd Gandhiji strei-
aht from Writsrs Duildings and his 3rrival was signal for a
more hostile demonstration. The dzmonstrators damanded of-
Gandhiji to take his residenca in somz other part of ~elcutte
which bore marks of Huslim vandalism rother than in a8 olace
l1ike 8eliaghata. Tn2 erovd broke through the pélice cordony
pourad into the compound clamouring to go in. Some 20 yvoung
maen later on saw him and he explained to 2 desmonstrating
youth his mission. Scme of them hurlad stonzs smashing doors
and windows, hurting a forsign visitor, but the rosm occupled
by Gendhiiji wes scarade Both Gsndhiji and Subrawardy appas-
rad unparturbed and carrizd on with their n2;?31 PrOQT AR o
Thareafter the denonsirstors melterd away."(> The nation
witnessed a romarksbl2 sians of rebturn to commuynal amity in
Taleutta on tre 13th Mugust, the day of Indian Tndeoandance.
Tnz Hindus and Muslims wazre totally abstain from any communal
tansion 2ven in the worst affected arsas in Taleutta for the
time being. 30 ¥ oeeo 5@ presanc? of Gandhi reelly seazned to
w.rk miracles, as peaae fatufnad to Talcutts on the gve of 13

August after he had persuaded Suhrawsrdy to stay with hin in
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riot - torn G2liaghata” in 7alcatta.
~Befors indepandence the nantral Covernment announ-
cad the appointment of foundary comnigsions to demarcate thg
boundariaes of th2 two parts of Pumjab and Bencale Sir Radeliffs
was the Chalrman of the Bengal ~omaission. The othar membars of
the commission wsre Abu Saleh Mohde Akram, 3.7 Tahaman, Bejon

akherjee and Thazq TChara Thandra Blswase

"The Ssundéry ~ommission bagan its ssssion from
July end variocass politicel partlaes submitted thelr memcranda
making elaims on areas on fantastic grounds. Chg such memorain-
'dum was submitted by the West langal Muslim lLzaguze. The L2agus
claim was based on tha principle of contiguity and majority.
Thelr elaim also included Talcuttae The memorandum stated that
 the determining factor in regard o the dgvision of the province
shauld conform to this principle and thay argued that spplying
this principle new Zastern 32ngal wis to comprise "hittagong,
Dagca and Rajshahi division. Hr. Fohamued All propossd o Dr.
Ghosh that Talcutts should ramain as the cormon capltel of Loth
tihe stotes antil tne division of aszets and llakilitiss was come
pleted. Dr. Ghosh rajzcted the idsa on tne growd that after
15th Agoust, West Bongal and Zast Sengal would be two séparata
dominions and two alien “overnmants could not Ffunction from cne

(31)
place- 9 .
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Maesnwhile a partition council was constitited with
HeSe Suhrawardy and Khwajs Nazimuddin on behalf of tha Muslim
Le2ague and Nalini-ﬁanjan Sarkar and Dhirendra Navayasn Nukherjae
‘on behalf of the “ongress. Tha Council had fiwh main committaes
and sub-commitiszss. The main task of the council was to work out
tne administrative conserumness of sepsratione In the council
ther: ware saricus differsnces of cpinicn bateaan Muslim Lesgua

and "ongrass mambars. The first difference ¢f opinion wag whae-

thar roads and road bridges, cortain forzasts and rivers should be
insluded among "assets”. The another 4ssue which sharply divi-
dad the members was with ragord to divisible assets. Megazding

the muestion of land and buildings belonging to CGovernment thare
had bz2en alsc a sharp difference. %At this time the coffar of grax

th

G

provinelal excheauar wss almost empiy. Iﬁ will be esvidant
from the fact thot Mr. Suhrawerdy compliained that although . 23
lakhs was promised for purchass of building materials and travs-
1ling allowances and pay of officials who were joining tha Hast
aengal government, only fe 3 Lakhs had been made available. The
¥est Bangal wing replied {hat this was due to genuine shortega of
currancy bu% 311 effects ware being wade tg supply the promised
ameunt."(52' The partition council had altocether 19 sittings
‘and viceroy Lurd Nountbetten had 4o participaste in one mzeting

whnan saricus differencs arose.

“The Governmant of India had already declared that
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A1l India Servige Personnel would bz oiven ths option to serve
githar ITndia or Pékistan after partition of the country and it
2aually expressed tha hope that the Govarnment of the partitoned
provinces would given a similar option to officers of srovin-
cial sarvicas and to all other ampioyees ander the Governmant
serving in connecgtion with the affairs of the province. So far
as W@Qt Bengal Wing was concarnad, doubts ware exprassed whether
it would be feasitle to glve cption to 21l employe@s of all cate-
gories considering tha fact that the province would be reduced
to nearly one third of its former size. ‘Jltimately it was d2ci-
dad thet the Covernment coculd not avoid the moral duty of giving
- the opportunity to all non-muslim employees th2 right to exarcise
their option. Th2 result was that with very faw exgsptions 21l
non-muslim amployzes opted to serve in West Bengal. A transfer
,ﬁé}ice was creatad for absorbiion of surplus persons. All de-
partments were dira~tad not to make any new appointment but to
lsave the vacancies open for the surplus personnel. The sams
Govarnment order dated 13th August(glsc forbade sxtension of
sarvice to any Tovernment servant.“as)
Accordingly Muslim I7S Officers axcapt on2 optad to

serve under the Pakistan Governmant. The majority of Hinde

178 Ufficars praferrad to work in the Tndian Union. Jut the
majority of British 175 Cfficers who ware then serving under ths

B2ngal Government expressad thelr intention to retire from sere
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vice after Indian Indapendenca.

Howavar, ithe Independance came to India on 15th
August 1947 and as a restlt of the partition of the country the
State of Bengal came to be divided into two partse. The Western
part became an Indian State, i.2. the West 3engal and the Zastern
part went to Pakistsn, i.ee. the Zast Pokistan. pMuslim Leagus
Lasdar ¥hals Nazimuddin bzeame the “hiaf Minister of Zast Pakig-
tan, a province of tha Pakistan 3tat2 snd Nr. Profulla Thandra
Ghosh, a8 a Tongress leader, took his oath of o¢fice as "hief
Minister of the West Senoale. “hakraborty Rajgopalachari was
nominated as the First Governor of th2 naw province of Vast

Bengal on that data.

"Immadiotely after indepandence tha ~ongrass Party
at the St%%e lovel wes in a condition of disrepair. 3Since Bengal
wWas partiﬁionad as wall Zfast Bengali Congrassmen who opted for
indias, ‘assumad control of the party organisation and set up their
nomingz2, Ur. Pe Co Ghosh, a davoted Gandhien belonging to the
Abhoy Ashram group as the first Thief Minister of West Sengal.
The new laadership faced many pangs bacausse in Talcutta it failed
to achisve a popular following. Factionalism ensuad between
the Zast Bengeli and Wast Bengali elemants.......“.(j4)

(33)
"The axp-:lsion of 3Bose in 1939, coupled with

his flight from India 1942 and the partition of 1947, virtuslly
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destroysd the urhanlcoaiition thnat had dominatad the "onurass
Crgenization in Bongal from tha 192051 During {he war, the
coalition ramained shakily intact, led by the Jugantar group,
an old anv! famous tarrorist organization that had Joined the
naticonalist movament Qnﬁar Gandhli's leadership. Suran Ghosh,
tha leader of the Jugantar, was the Pradash 7ongrass Pr@sideht,
and YWiron Shankar Roy; a Jugantar supporter, was thz leader of
the Bengal Assembily Tongrass Party. The Jugantar Sroup draw
its mewbership, howaver, Primarily from esst and north B%nﬁal,<‘
ar23s which ware absorbed into Pakistan as result of partition,
and shortly after independence a numbey of the Jugantar SUppOT=
tors (including Kiron Shenkar Roy hims2lf) opted for iast

(55)
Pakistan”.

" ndependenge thus usharad in a seriocus politicel
crisis in West Bencal. The urban cosglition that had dominated
th2 ~ongress until the expulsion of Dose in 1939 no longer
existad; a number of the CONgress supporiars had followed Uose

out of tha ~ongrass and joined the leftist partiss; a number
of Congress strongholds had bazn Qut off by partition, and the
party faced tha prospect of contesting elections in an ares )
vhars a Maslim Ministry had been in Power bafora indepandeié;;“
After partition of Bengal following independanca all nost 511
of the Bengal Muslim Leaguz leadsrs began to setile in Dast

Pakistan and so0 the Muslim Laaguag, which had vzen in Power in
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Bengal bafore independence, had no such influencs in West Hen-

galo

s2ngal Tongress was at that time suffersd from
factional soliticse In exploining thae conditlon of the B2ncsl
Tongress Party, Gancdhiji once wrote that it was iampossible to
gat good leadars in the then (1947) set up of ithe Bengal Pra-
desh Zongress Comuittes. The lzaders of the committes ware
baing soncarnaed with tneir vasted interests and the interast of
the party, without tsking sny interast for Bongal for the last
twanty years. Actordingly tec Gandhiji, though st that time
awong the threz to four parsons who had been 2mpowerad to makaEy
select the representatives of Bengal, soma were hona2st but
thare was nonz aseong tham who did not like powsr and influsnce
in the party. Also these leadsrs wer2 not proparsd to sac-
rifice thair party's interest from the graater inter2st of the

(33)
countrye.

5o the partition of B,ncal, the partition uf the
~ongrags party, the lack of experience of Mr. Ghosh's govern-
mant, the poor position of the then opposition partias like
Forvard Bloec and the communists snd the defection of 2ast
B@ngali congrassmen from thae Géngal Congress craated a seriocas

politicsl crisis in West sengal.
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Arzas-

“with the Historic partltlon of thz country

accompanying Indspendence on August, 15, 1947, the S%éte of

#Wast Dancal came into being w1th 3 little less than twu'€ifths
of the lanﬁ surface and a little higher ration of population of
tha Province of Bencal of undivided Endia(ag) The Bancal Boun-
dary Tommission, otharwis2 knwon as Radcliff ~ommission, announ-
rad the award on the Lenoal boundary on.the 17th Augist, 1947.
TThe Commission assigned to Zast Dengal thz whole of tﬁe “hittae-
gong and Naceca divisions and to West 3angal th2 whole of Jup-
dwan division. ixeept Khulna the whole of Presidency Nivision
was included in West Jengale As avery body knows, Talcutita with
24 Parganas and Murshidabed of the Presidency division and'
Narjealing district of Rajsahl division also want 1o West
Bancale As a rasult of the awsrd West Hengal cot an area of
24,033 SOe 01128 wmewemec——wa-~phar2as 2a3st Bongal'’s share fall
49 thoussnd Sa. miles...............“.(§§

Tnereaftwr, the State grew in balk with accaession
' mf territorizs in thraz stages - once in 1950 when Ccoch Bahar
(arstwhils a Princely State), once in 1934 when ~handennagsr
{Formerly a French sattlemant), ond finally in 1936 waen on tha
recommnendstions of the Statas Reorganisation “ommittaz, the
Puarulia sab=-civision of Manbhum district and a porticn of the

Kishanganj Sub-division of Purnia district (both previcusly
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belonging to Bihar) wers dncorporated within tha Stets. Nivided

into 16 districts undar two administrative divisions, West Sengal

covars (in 1961) an area of 89, 85% Squar? K?s. (a little less
61

than 3% of Indias land 23r22)e eeceencecwol

At prasant the state is divided into 17 distriets
under three administrative divisions, i.2. Prasidency, “urdwan

and Jalpaiguri.

Geogreaphical locations-

"3itueted within 21938° = 27°10' N and 83°50° -
5930 £, the State stretches from the pictutesaﬁe outer Hima=-
layas in the North'dcwn to the Bay of Bangal in the $auth; 3avan
states (thrae cf_ﬁhem -~ Bhutan, Nepal and Zast Pakistan - forzign}
mat at its vorders - Sikkim on the North, Bhutan on the northe
@ast, Assam and Sast Pakistan on the =22s%,;" now Bangladash,
"Nepal and Bihar on the “ast and Orissa on the South = “aet. WitH
'direct ageess to the Sea and a nat wﬁrk of national and interns-
tional afrlinks, the ststes geographic location makes it truly the
"Gateway of India’ in the East. A system of roadwavs and railways
radiate out of and into the state to connact it with all the major
ceantras of aectivity in codnﬁry. Tha hub of the spectacular and
Fast = growing industrial conééntration in Sastern Indis -~ the
heaviast cdncentraﬁian in the country - it commands an extensive

agricultural and industrial hinter lend, rsaching bayond its
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frontisrs far up to tha mid-Wast. Neorth, West and Eastilndga.sand
: . 62)

providaes 2fficisnt faciiities to an arze which is evan wider.
Now West Bengal is one of the smaller states of Indis

but before partiﬁion of Gengal in the Pre-independence pericd the

state was much bigger.

Population:- ‘ |
| As a result of the Radeliff awsrd "wWest Bengal got an
area of 28,033 Sﬂ.‘miles containing a populstion of 21,194,613 of
which nearly 33 lakhs were Muslims and 1.38 croras Hindus wharass
in Sast Bengal's share fell 49 thousand $n. miles with a total
population of 3,91;11,912 Muslims va2ing 2.77 crores and Hindas
1.14 crorase In tarms of parcentsga Muslim population stoa§ at
- 2%3.01% in West Bengal and 70.53% in Zast Bangal while non-muslim
Formed 74.99% in “ast Bengal and 29.17% in Hast Bengal."(63)

"The population of West Dengal was 26.30 million in
1951, Abou£ 21.73 million wers born in tha Stste. Tne rest of tha
popilation econstituted of 0.51 million non«d;splacad parsons from
Pakistan, 2.09 million displaced paersons from Pakistan, 1l.89
million immicrsnts from abroad. Betwaen 1941-31 the Statas popu-
lation incrzased at an annual rats ﬁf 1432 parcent, soesessess
Tha state's growth rate in population is surpassad by many othar

(64)
indisn Stotas.”
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e Beonomic Tonditionse

fod
fend
et

riast Bangal is 3 state; but its importancs: in tha
aconomy of the country is vat of all proportion to its SiZ8e I%
is th2 pionser in larse scala industry in tha country. Modern
mining in India begsn wien th2 first coal mine was sunk in éaihi
glind .in 1814, though the industrial possibilities of Mabhanj |
coal nad beaen raalised and put to use some forty yzars bafors.
Pig iron was first menufascturad successfully by modern mathods
in the district of Birbhum in i777, angd the first Jute mill in
the country was 2stablished in 18%% at Rishra near Sesrampor:

tnrouch the co-operastive afforts of George Auckland and Shysm

]

Sundar Sen. Joto 1933 - 36 the undivided provinec2 of Bengal was

£

the wmost industrislly z2dvanecad ragion of the country. Over half
of Indis’'s joint stock companiss engsged in msnafacturing, tea
plantation and coal-mining industriss were lecated in Bencal, and
thay accounted for over 93 pereent of th to§§1 paldd-up capital
in large~-sca2l2 industries of the country."(ég

Taring tha éecond vorld war the economic condition
of Bengal had changad repidiy. whan the world war was geing con
Teomirgdities ware taken out of the province as from othar parts
cf the ecuntry withoat oiving anything in return. Sterling
balances accurulated in London to be rapatriated to India when
Sritein would be in a gosition to pay after ths war.e Bangal

. (66)
suffered most for this". In 1945, J.%."e T2ta, an Indian



Indﬁstrialist, said in ﬁonddn ¢+ "As a result of the wér and
India's contribution tgw?rds it, we have millions dead in Ben-
gal owing to famine.“( - '

"Bengal 's economy was shattered and her social
and cultural fabric shaken to its foundation. Some engineering
industries ovarworked. These had to fulfil war orders and had
plenty of raw materials. But lakhs of men, villags artisans,
making a myread articles of daily use for the people, were ren-
dered idle. Tney had no raw material for their work. K.C. -
Ghosh, in his famine in Bengal, writes: Small enterprises
scattered among villages and partly dapendant, on largz facto-
ries from wnich fhey received their raw materials were forced
to close down, as they cauld‘not be sure of a steady supply of
these materials;"(68) "Those who perished in the famine
mostly belonged to tha landless labour class. JThe’poor peasan-
_ try sold its petty holdings to become landless. The lower mi-
ddle class used up its reserves in the form of gold, ornaments,
and savings bank depositse Tha upper middle class was brought
one or two steps down the social ladder."(sg)

After indspendence, the situation had changed ra-
pidly. "And then camz the partition, a gift of the British
as much as our Muslim Leagué and Tongress leaders. Throughout

the pBritish period many man-made calamities struck Bengal's



a2conomic and social order. Rvery time she showad rasilience,
and recovered, thanks to the bountizs of Nature and the abi-
lities of her people. But every time she was reduced to. a
lowar standard of living;‘ She rallisd soon from the aftermath
of the war and the famine. Once again, parti@*tian’vioiently
disrupted the economy of the provinca. The unending flow of
rafugees from £ast Bangal began.“(70)

According to Marcus F. Franda. "To complicate the
poverty and under - development that is common %o all‘of-;ndia,
West Bencal has had to contend with a series of svents which
have seriously disruptad its economy. In the past twenty years
alone, West “engal has had to with sténd the wear and tear of
major Allisd war operations in and around Cslcutta, had suff-
ared one of thg target famines ever to occur in India, and has
witnessed‘communal riots that began in August, 1946, culminated
in the partition of 1947, and led to the subsequeht influx of
more than four million refugeés. The partition of Bengal in
1947 cut off ths supbly of food grown in Zast Bengal, craating

- serious shortages in the West 4 The supply of Jutéito Wast
Bangal dwindled to a trinkle, le2aving the jute industry.without
raw materials; transportation and communication networks ware
disrapted ......."(71) also after pa?iition'of'mengal.' |

"The people of W2st Bengal suffered many hardships

in cuick succession when Independence dawned. Frustration was
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universale Land as aver wég inadeauate, industries werz2 mostly
in nonQBengalf hands, productioﬁ was at a low ebb, prices were
high, fhe basic:necessaries of 1ife were scarce snd un-employ-
ment, particularly among the middle class educated pOpulatién
was rampant."(72)

Though the people'of West Bengal had been exploitad
by the British since June 23, 1957, "yet, on the dawn of indes
pandance, she was prcducing, par h@aq of theipopulation, much
morz than any other state in the countrye. ronsidaring her‘t?rriﬁ
tory and population, she was still the wealthiest state.“<73'

Aécording to Ranajit Roy, 'a famous Jaurnslist, Min
1947, West Bengal had the high:st par capita income, e.o e
In installed 2lectric power capacity and perléapita COnsumptibn
sha had a long merch cver the other states, notAexcepting
Maharashtra 2nd Temilnadue eee  oee  oes Sﬁe‘had‘easy
access to industrial raw materials and had business connections
and an infrastructure to make progress faster than any otherl
state. Calcutta was the busiest city and the Port there handled

. (74)
much mera cargo than even Bombay.”
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