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the company ; and doubtless in those days when English women

were so scarce, the advent of actresses would have created a great

stir and possibly have led to scandal.”?
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us in, else we should never sit out a tedious lecture of morality. -

The generality of mankind are...in a state of in fancy the greatest

part of their lives.”
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By Permission of the Honorable the

Governor—General

MR. LEBEDEFF'S
New Theatre in the Doomtullah.
DECORATED IN THE BENGALLEE STYLE
will be opened very shortly, with a play called
THE DISGUISE,
The Characters to be supported by performers of both Sexes.
To commence with Vocal and Instrumental
Music, called
THE INDIAN SERENADE.
To those Musical Instruments which are held in esteem by the
Bengallees, will be added European. The words of the much
admired poet Shree Bhorot Chondro Ray, are set to Music.
BETWEEN THE ACTS.
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Some amusing Curiosities will be introduced.

The Day for Exhibition, together with a particular detail of

the performance, will be notified in the course of the next

week,
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v. “The first building that was devoted to theatricals was
situated behind the present writers’ Building in Dalhousie Squire.”

—The good oid days of john Company : W. H. Carey, 1906 :

P, 131

9. “The Play House referred to was one which stood in the
block called ‘New China Bazar’ behind (north of) Writers’ Building.”

—Echoes from old Calcutia : H. E. Busteed ; P. 122.

. “It was built by subseription shares of Rs. 100 each and cost
a lakh.”

—Statesman, 22nd October ; 1905.

5. “It is very neatly fitted up, and the scenery and decorations
quite equal to what could be expected here.”

—Original Letters from India: Mrs Eliza Fay, 1908.

Letter, Dated 26th March ; 1781.

se.  “.Equals the most splendid European exhibitions.”

—Hartly House Calcutta : Miss 8. Goldborne ; 1789.
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52, In the Day of the Company : D. Dwers.
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“The parts are entirely represented by amateurs in the dra®| °. “.po 1 candidly submitted my labour to some of the

no hired persons being allowed to act. I assure you I haves 'Stingaigh g pundits, namely to Jogon-mohan-bidde, Ponchanan

. . dits
characters supported in 2 manner that would not disgrace hattacharilo; to Jogonnat Tarko, and to other learned pundits,

0 . . . in disclosing an
European stage.” t my entire satisfaction, applauded my zeal in d o

ib) .
8. “Mrs. John Bristow had the honour of being the first %t hithorto unknown to Furopean.”

Caleutta who brought lady actors into fashion.”’ | \I”t”oduction to A Grammar of the pnre and Mized East
—Echoes from old Calcuttg : H. B, Busteed ; P. 13Y. Td‘.fz Dialects (7807).
>¢. “Mrs Bristow went to England in January, 1790 and (,\ . “G'WWW fZ w3y 2%0s (IR T R, AR IE SIRCSS
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@4, “After the approbation of the Pondits—Golocknat-dash my
Linguist, made me a proposal, that if T chose to present this play pub-
licly, he would engage to supply me with actors of both sexes from
among the natures : with wich idea I was exceedingly pleased.—I
therefore, to being to view any undertaking, for the benefit of the
Iluropean public without delay, sollicited the Governor-General—Sir
John Shore, (now Lord Teignmouth) for a regular licence, who
granted it me without hesitation.”

—Herasim Lebedeff : Introduction to a Graminar of the ect.

¢, ‘“.the first and second representation, both of which attrac-
ted an overflowing house.”

—Initroduction to A Grammar of the etc.
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g0, “Fitee TR FLAE ey vy worrdve veta o | orEetErR
fofa apm 13 FfArsT @ B, Wi WY ITFS FR AT wEE
weEq Steta ot wi3fe sfm afmifrem, I can forget everything
of India but not your reading of Shakespeare. fefa =t<6qa+
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88, Asiatic JournalVol-X1V, July-December, 1822 itz ‘T
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ey. “The first Project of the kind was contemplated by the late
Hon’ble Baboo Prosono Coomar Tagore. The next attempt of the kind
was made by Baboo Nobin Chunder Bose of Shambazar:--The third
attempet of the kind was made by the late Baboo Nagendra Nauth
Tagore. The was very successful in his attempet.”

—The National paper : Ed. by Nobogopal Mitra ; 1872, 11
December.
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¢, “In the absence of original Bengali plays they proceeded,
influenced as they were by the charm of the English performances,
to meet their waunt by enacting plays in English, Bat it hardly
satisfied the ‘dramatic appetite’ of the general public, for it was all
Greek to them. They had already imbibed an inordinate taste for
the theatrical amusements and naturally looked forward to
being entertained by appropriate plays written in their own
Language.”

—The Bengali Theatre : S. P. Mukherjee ; Calcuttz Review
(1924 ).
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o, “---Remember that I am writing for that portion of my
countrymen who think as I think, whose minds have been more or
less imbued with western ideas and modes of thinking ; and that it is
my intention to throw off the fetters forged for us by a servile
admiration of everything sanskrit”.
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