PREFACE

Floristically, Eastern Himalayaisoneof therichest regionsintheworld andisliterally considered as
Botanist’s Paradise that has attracted plant lovers and hunters equally at least for the last three centuries.
Some scientiststreat thisregion asthetreasure house of diversified plant species. TheNorthern part of
thelndian State of West Bengal, touching thefeat of Eastern Himalayaisgenerdly referred as Teraiand
Duars. The Terai and Duarsregionsare politicaly represent the plains of Darjeeling and thewhol e of
Japaiguri andAlipurduar districtsof West Bengd . FamousWildlife Sanctuariesand Nationa Parkslike
MahanandaWildlife Sanctuary, GorumaraNationa Park, Chapramari Wildlife Sanctuary, BuxaTiger
Reserve and JaldaparaNational Park arelocated in thisregion. Thevegetation of Terai and Duarsare
florigticdly very richand coversal mgor groupsof Plant Kingdomincluding severd endemicand RET
species. Thewidediversity in habitat structure helped numerous plant familiesto settleinthisarea.
Lauraceaeisoneof thedominant familiesof higher plantsinthisregion whichisaso economicaly quite
important.

Lauraceae coversaround 55 generaand 2500 to 3000 speciesworld-wide, mostly from warmer
or tropica regions, especidly South east Asaand Brazil. Laurel sare economically important assources

of medicine, timber, nutritiousfruits, spicesand perfumes. Bark and the roots of someLaurel sare often
used intraditiona medicines.

Althoughitiseconomically very important, the speciesof Lauraceaeremains poorly recognized
and aredifficult to distinguish taxonomically. The main reason isthat many speciesaretall treeswith
minute, incongpicuousflowersthat aredifficult to collect and of considerable small reproductive season.
Thismakesidentification of such gpeciesuncertain, sSncemos generaarecircumscribed by flord characters.

For solving thedifficultiesof identification of someeconomicaly important Laurd sof Terai-Duars
region different techniquesviz anatomy, leaf-architecture, chemotaxonomic approaches (antioxidant,
phytochemica screening, thin-layer chromatographicfigureprint) wereutilizedinthisdissertation. Findly,
adendrogram wasa so constructed for toillustrate the phyl ogenetic rel ationship among these species.

A clear pictureof Laurelsdistribution in Terai-Duarsregion has been framed through this study.
All these specieswereenumerated along with their loca names, sdlient features, exsiccatae, availability
status, flowering and fruiting periods, occurrencein Teral & Duarsregion and world distribution.

S0, the present work provided considerable bulk of datanot only for the taxonomy of Laurel s of
Teral and Duarsbut hasa so collected and worked out cons derable datafor the resources assessment
and utilization.
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