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Preface -

/C CHINA is one of the most 1mportant countries,in the world
AR ORISR T 5 I RS S S
today,,and in many _ways m may-turn, out te to-be-the. -most-im-
portant.country_for the next hundred.years.,About half the
people in the world live in Asia; and of that half, about half
_ a*re Chinese.’ Hardly, any, c of the other,people in, Asia rule
themselves .Lhe Chinese do. rule.&hemselves. For this reason
‘alone, what the Chinese do arid what happens to them are
important to everybody. If ‘things go well with"China, they
will'go well with Asia. If they go badly with Chma they w1ll/
go badly with Asia. At the end of a world war it will matter
a great deal whether things go well or badly with half the
people in theworld. . -- = | -
We  have.written this book because yﬁeqare Amencans who-
" haye lived a great part.of our lives s.in China, We-have.tried.
to make the ‘book simple.and straightforward. If you are not
simple and stralghtforward\ you are bound to get lost in
the description, history, and politics of 2 a country as blg as
the United States and many, many times older. Wie~have
tried-equally hard not to. be«superﬁcxal You-cannot-under-
stand a country.just, by,descrlptxon, Lunless_the descnptlon‘i
gwes -you.. material forvthought We have tried to give the
facts in this DOOK It SUCH & way. that readers can do thexr
own thinking about the facts. ;

We have used no foomotes or references. Many ideas,
B !
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themes, and actual sentences come out of books or printed
lectures by one or the other of us. The source we have
7 drawnon mpost heavily is “Inner Asian Frontiers of China,”
; €,.pu din two editions by the Amer-
\wan Géographlcal Society of New York and the Oxford Uni-
varsxty_Pr,ess,‘and we thank both publishers for the courtesy
of allowing us to use this material without footnote refer-
ences.
“"» We have made no fuss about things like dates and names.
o6me of the dates of ancient Chinese history are open to
discussion, but we have just used the dates that are conven-
tionally accepted. We have also used the simplest conven-
tional forms for writing names of places and people. We do
.\ use two names for one place—the city of Peking, or Peiping,
because Peking was the name used up to 1928, and Peiping
after.that.
The maps showing the spread of Chinese culture, the Han
‘and Roman empires, and the Tang and Sung empires are
adapted from sketches by Henry C. Eenn, A Syllabus of the
History of Chinese Civilization and Culture by L. C. Good-
rich and H. C. Fenn, published by the China Society of
America. The chronological chart on pages 124-125 was
also based to some extent on a chart by Mr. Fenn, to whom
we are most grateful.




- Contents .

. PREFACE S : - e : [

’

'Part One. THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE
R Y IR P

1. WHERE {5 C¥ :NA AND WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?" 1
. North_and _South = Chma S Provmces — Popula-

i e AP
tion Dzstnbutwn — Sea Barrier and Land Barﬂer

v

. 2. WHO ARE THE CHINESE? .. . 26.

- What 4y Are Chinese Like? — Where Do the Chmese‘

- Litef ="péasantsand ‘Scholar-Gentry — Whére. Do
the Chmese Come From? —_ Chmese Expanszon

3. BORDER 'LANDS : 41
' Mongalia: Horsemen and Shepherds mggqg ’
Chma Herdsmen, Farmers, and Forest Wanderers

‘urkistan: Qases and Deserts.in the Heartfof T
Asza— T;I}et the Hz h W stes_, -

"Part Two. _THE OLDEST LIVING CIVILIZATION

1. THE BIRTH OF CHINA - ' 55 .
_ The Shang: Legend and History —The,  Chou.
"~ Dynasty: Age of Feudalism N

‘2. THE CHINESE- EMPIRE. ' 71

The Han Dynasty.— How Dynasttes Rose and Fell

e Six Dynasties— The Sui Dynasty:"Unity

’ and Commumcatzons The Tang Dynasty — The
K } LY




10 . CONTENTS

I:‘/ive’Dynasties ~— The Sung Dynasty — The Mon-
2ol Dynasty — The Ming Dynasty: Nationalism -
— The Manchu Dynasty T

3.

_CHINA _AND THE WEST 110
China as a Market — Foreign Dominati he
oor — The Boxer Rebellion”

HISTORICAL CHART ‘ 124

>

Part Three. MODERN CHINA

THE CHINESE REVOLUTION 129
The First Revolution — The Second Revolution -

2. CHANGING CHINA BEFORE THE WAR - 140

§. THE WAR - . HgS/ 147
The_Manchurian Incident =Reaction Abroad
— Fatlure of the League of Nations — From Muk-

der’ to Pearl Harbor — Jehol and North China
utonomy” — The __Sian _ Kidnaping — The
‘c\ 3 China Incident — The Great Powets and the War

and Guerilla Fighting — After Pearl Harbor

Part Four. TODAY AND TOMORROW

1. CONTEMPORARY CHINA 181
' Problems. of Democracy — Centralization and
Local Government — Industrial Co-operatives —
Women in the New China — Literacy and Educa-
tion

2. THE PEACE AND THE FUTURE 196

Democracy after the War — China and Colonial
Asia — China’s Own’ Minorities — What about
Japan? — Neighbors in a World Order

INDEX ' * - 209



~ Maps

THE PROVINCES OF CHINA ~~ * .~ -, ', B ""  19
MAP OF “THE UNITED STATES SUPERIMPOSED ON.THE

MAP OF CHINA IN CORRESPONDING LATITUDES T
THE SPREAD OF THE CHINESE . o 38, 39

HAN EMPIRE AND ROMAN EMPIRE IST CENTURY A.D 73
3

THE TANG EMPIRE MID-8TH CENTURY S ~

N

CHINA- BEFORE THE MONGOL CONQUEST F.ARLY lSTH

’

CENTURY /=, R ed

CHINESE THEATER OF WAR AFTER SIX YEARS OF jAPA

' NESE AGGRESSION' - .~ o VTS

-t

£y

1.



" PART. ONE '

The Land and the People



CHAPTER 1.

Where Is Chma and What Does It
| Look lee"’ -

~ ,

\

CHina, like the.United States,)a;s a huge,landﬁmass (In size
and even in shape the two countries are roughly the same.
They lie at about the same distance between the North.
Pole and the Equator and they have many similarities in
climate and vegetation. Siberia stretches to the north of -
China much as Canada lies to the north ofthe United Statés, ’
and on the south and southwest of China, French Indo- -
China and Burma. correspond roughly to Mexico. Peiping
stands. almost. exactly on latitude forty north whlle New
York stands justa little above it. From Pexpma to China’s
westernmost frontiers i is about as far as it is from New York
to Oregon. ]ust as our New England states reach up far to
the east and north of New York, so China’s northeastern
provinces, ’known to us as Manchuria, extend about 1 /500
wiles-to the northeast of Peiping. :

N . . -
&

P
‘ -

. # NorRTH AND S0UTH -
‘China’s climate; like ours; is jc_old:-'ip:.‘the-'north- -hot.in-the
south,.and .temperate.in.between, with much the same sea- °
sonal changes In _the northeastem Drovmces there are for- '

. 23879 @ ‘
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16 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

ests like those of Minnesota or Maine, while in the western
part of the same provinces there are va$t wheat fields like
those of the Dakotas. In Mongolia and the northwest prov-
inces there are deserts that look much like ours in Arizona
and New Mexico, although they have no cactus because
their climate is more like that of the butte country in' Wyo-
ming. Rising abruptly from the flat plain of Peiping, the
bare yellow hilis and little groves of trees look much like
a landscape in northern California. The Yangtze valley is
green and fertile like the Carolinas. Farther south, China
is as semitropical as Florida, while Yunnan has the flowers
and fruits and sunshine of southern California. '

These resemblances of landscape, however, do not always
exist in corresponding locations in the two countries. Qur
greatest waterway, the Mississippi, runs from north to south,
while the Yangtze runs from west to east. The Yangtze is
in some ways even more important than the Mississippi;
ocean-going steamers can navigate it for 6oo miles to the
great inland port of Hankow.

~. South China has more rain than our. South .and the

o P e Stk b WG AN S DR e

country is therefore greener With rice as the prmapal crop.
North China, except for a summer rainy season, is a good

. deal dner than our, North, and the landscape is more brown
“and yeliow. ‘Wheat, millet, and corn grow in the North, to-

gether with all the fruits’ and vegetables that we know in
New England. |

. These differences are due to the monsoon seasons, which
rule the climate in a great part of Asia. During the wet
monsoon, in the spring and summer, the prevailing winds
blow landward from the Indian Ocean and the Southwest
Pacific and the clouds they bring with them break into rain
when they strike the land masses. During the dry monsoon,

in the fall and wmter, the prevailing winds blow from the

. @ g* n K

%
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B WHERE 1s CHINA? O s

land toward the ocean, and there is llttle rain or snow .ex-
cept where mountair’ ranges cause pecuhar local conditions.
‘If you look at the map you will see that the coast of -~
China bulges eastward in a great curve. This explams the
difference in chmate between' South and ‘North™ China,
FIn South Chma ‘the wet monsoon wxhds blow agamst the ‘
coast and consequentl the tainfall is dependable; but in .
the north_ they blowﬁalong; ast the coast the clouds: turn _
“inland rather irregularly and_conse uentl,‘ the rainfall is
 itregular. Except where they can count on rrrlgatlon there-
fore, the farmers of North China must cultivate crops that
can stand a good deal of dry weather. In North China there
isa rcally good crop only about once in three or four years,
when the rain comes in just the right quantity. at the right
time. In other “years there may be scanty CIOps OI even
_famine when there is not enough rain, or at the ‘other ex- .
treme there may be floods when torrential rains are con- '
centrated in a short penod of time. - :
more rain and morm;var,mth make e possi-
) mr‘g;nmsrx to_nine,m 1ths.
can count-on-two- -Crops-a.year; sthree Crops-are-not uncom-
r’non, and _in some favored localities, like the mo,untax_n-L. ]
- enclosed basin of Szechwan, there is no day in the year.when
! some crop is not either ripening or just sending green shoots
{‘ 5 bove the earth In'N North China, less.rain. .and_inore. cold
N llow a growrnﬂr season. of only&four, ix months, one %!

e S

a
' mam 1.Crop, it 1s all the average farmer can ount on, thh two

RS AR

Crops for favored locahtlcs e

- Regular rainfall also explams the. rrch natural growth of
trees in South ( Chma, ere most of the country in ancient
tlmes was covered with forest. Great vrrgm forests are now

st
found only in the remote and thinly settled regron "5t the

southwest provinces, where mountains and poor communi- - B

- oL - .




18 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

@of' China, have certain claims to autonomy.

\V_:

cations have made it unproﬁtable either to cut and fell tim-
ber or to grow and export grain. In all the more accessible
parts of South China the forests have been cut off and the
hillsides terraced to grow rice. In-most-of North China there
,; probably_never. was heavy forest, even in ancient times,
partly because of scant rainfall and partly because of the na-
ture of the soil. In the northeastern provinces, however, es-
pecially near the Siberian frontier where the climate is re-
lated to that of Siberia and not to the monsoon seasons,
there are remnants of great and noble ancient forests.

CHINA’S PROVINCES

‘

The provinces of China correspond to the American
states. There are twenty-eight provinces, not counting
. Outer Mongolia and Tibet which, though technically part

The expression “China proper " which is quite often
heard, applies to the elghteen provinges that lie south of the
Great Wall: In these. provinces the overwhelming majority

ﬁof’the people are Chinese and have been Chinese for many

cénturies, except in two provinces of the extreme Southwest.
The remaining ten provinces stretch in a great band be-

.{tween the Great Wall and the beenan frontier. They reach
| from the Pacific in the east to the huge mountain ranges

which in the west divide China from India, and include
the three provinces of what we call Manchuria, the four of
Inner Monooha, two carved from thé eastern side of Tibet,
and $ Smklang or Chinese Turkistan. Intermittently, during
ilie long Ristory of the empire, these provinces have formed

'its outlying sections, and except for Manchuria they have
‘been peopled largely by non-Chinese races.

_ Chinese resent, and quite rightly, our speaking of their



" SUIYUAN

Kweihwa -

Courtesy of Institute of Pacific Relations and John Day =~~~ ¢ snarGreatwall,
' _ The Provinces of China L.



20 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

northeastern provmces of Liaoning, Kirin, and Heilung
L ‘chlang as Manchuna, as though they wéfea separate coun-
‘try and in some way pohtlcally distinct from the China that
lies south of the Great Wall. At the time of the Japanese oc-
cupation Manchuria was as much an integral part of China
as any other part, and will be again. The name ‘“Manchuria”
was never used by the Chinese, or even by the Manchus. The
Japanese now call these three provinces “Manchukuo,” as
a way of accentuating the claim that they are not an integral
part of China. Since calling them “Manchuria” makes it
seem to the Chinese that we are upholding this Japanese
claim, we shall make a special point of referring to these
_three northeastern provinces of China not as “Manchuria”
-'but .as “Northeast China”’—or_“the Northeast,” aliteral
itranslatxon of the Chmese Jame Tungpel
The opening of modern communication -by road, rail,
and air, and the development of mines and other sources
+ of industrial raw materials will soon add tremendously to
the importance of the marginal provinces of China and
the great outer territories of Tibet and Outer Mongolia.
All of these territorigs taken together cover an area a good
deal larger than the eight€en provinces of China proper
and almost as large as he United States, but their popula-
tion amounts to only about ten per cent of China’s total

population of 450+600,000 or more.
' ‘

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION

z

The ninety per cent of the population who live within
what we call “China proper” are more concentrated toward
the east and more thinly distributed toward the western
hinterland. The thinly populated China of the Northwest,




\the -West,,and .the Southwest,, actually,,has thousands and

mthousands of square,miles where, people, coul_giwgy,gﬂavs they
?do in parts.of Europe and parts ¢ of the ,mte’ States——-under
sa mixed system of dirt farmmg, da1ry farmmg,,frult ralsmg,

lumbermg, and smail—scale mechanized- 1ndustry using the

WHERE IS. CHINA? EEAATEEIT 3

x:,power of either water or steam. People have never. hved in

thls way m Chma sxmply because of the‘,;gv&em 1€

partxcular kmd Of ,I‘mln;z _W1thouttmecha ‘v,lzatlon T
With the rapld increase ‘in mechamzatlon and m trans-

__portation facilities it seems a certamty that.the tuture of

T P

China will see a geocraphlcal shift westwar both Qf the
cente;_, Qf_l avit) _#_,%p,_gpulamon,m d
industry. This will completely change both the, acre—old geo-
graphxcal balance between the border reglons and the cen-

T e

tral terntory of China, and the aoe-old populatlon problem

sive 1rr1gated aonculture,
R == SN .

. SEA BARRIER AND LAND BARRIER

States. Instead of living between two. vast oceans like the

~ Americans, the Chmese have on their west a deep barner(

" of desert and mountain ranges Amerlca was dlscovered

T T R e e

This brmgs us to the most marked and obv1ous miference_ '
between the geography of China and that of the United

~

A

"lof the multitudes of ¢ Chmese who hve in the area of inten-

colonized, developed, and mdustrlahzed in_the perlod of
about 400 odd years followmg the great ocean voyages-and -
discoveries of men like Columbus and Magellan—the men -

who opened such wide'doors leading gut. of Europe that -

the history of Europe became the history of the world. Con-

~
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WHERE IS CHINA:' - oeg”
sequently we Amerxcans, although we are a land" people
with 3,000 " miles of solid land from-east to West and about .

1,500 from north to.south, are also a people who think of -

the ocean when we-turn to forelgn lands. The, Chmese are -

zages is. noéi 1 e £ ; :
Durmg all but the last two of Chma s thlrty centunes her ){L -
P SR R L R .

,Aocean frozmer has been a more complete barrler to, forelon -

to land and depended in,the.m: mfonsthewregulanty of the
monsoon awmds, Dlowing for six months from soutmest ,

to northeast "and six moriths from northeast to southwest. .-
'European navigators, and later, Americans, whose ability
to sail against or across the wind made them mdependent
of seasonal. winds, first made China open o either trade
- orf invasion along the whole sea coast. Bixt.this did_not ot hap-
pen until after the voyage of Maaellan in 1 1520, In the
séventeenth century 'England. began fier trade w(il?é%’ﬁ?oﬁ
through the East India Company, and toward- the erid of ~
the eighteenth century American ships began to sail from " .
- New England to China around Cape Horn. Qnly_ after the
development of the port of San Francisco in 1849 did shlps -
begin, ;sailing, regularly from our. Pac1ﬁc Coast dlrect‘-to"
Chma ; - ‘
o Chma 'S, chxef mtercourse with;the rest.of the. world, there-
/“fore, was by.I land across. her western, borders s until.compara- ¥
tively recent times. The land. approaches to_! the Near and *
. Middle East have been it use from remote anuqulty When

~the’ Roman Empire reached the hewht of its development

-
. . * . . ! . fs

»




24 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

under the line of emperors founded by Julius Caesar about
2,000 years ago, .the civilization of China, under the Han
Empire, was quite as mature and sophisticated, and while
hese two empires were separated from each other by vast
mountain ranges and waterless deserts there_was_an ap-
preciable exchange both of things and of ideas. The silks,
furs, rhubarb, and cinnamon of China reached markets in
India, Arabia and the Roman Empire, and to China in
return came ivory, tortoise shell, precious stones, horses of
fine Central Asian breeds, and asbestos. Chinese caravans did
not travel all the way to Rome, but made shorter journeys
to oases in the Central Asian desert where they exchanged
their wares with iritermediate ‘traders who had bought car-
goes from other caravans coming from the west.

Ideas also traveled. Foreign influences in Chinese art can
5be traced 1 from the ages of stone and bronze. Buddhism was
introduced from Indla in the. first century A.D. Moham-
medamsm also found its way into China, both by land
routes and_sea_routes. Yet all this time, probably no lady
" of ancient Rome who wore fine silk from China ever saw

Chinese; very few Chinese Buddhists ever saw an In-
/dian,' and rarely did a Chinese Mohammedan see an Arab.
Nor did any of the ancient conquerors—neither Alexan-
der the Great, nor the kings of ancient Persia, nor Arab
caliphs, nor powerful Indian potentates—carry their arms
.as far as China across the Central Asian desert or the Pamirs

/* or Himalayas. China was_not entirely cut off from the rest
of the world, but it was remote and detached. B

In the nineteenth century, when steam succeeded sail, the
nations who were masters of the seas broke down that isola-
tion. Today, in the stress of war, the sea approaches to China
have been again cut off; but at the same time new approaches
have been opened by land and air, from Central Asia and

————
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from the far southwest. In the next chapter of hlstory, Chma

will_be.open all.around, from.the. landwasfwell :as.from the :

sea; for the times in which we are now living no, longer
respect the isolation of Chma or of any other country

S

-
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CHAPTER 11

Who Are the Chinese?

/" OF EVERY five persons in the world, one is Chinese. What
aTre these people like who form so large a portion of the
human race? Many writers and travelers from China have
tried to make us believe that the Chinese are just about
as different from us as human beings could be. Mission-
aries have emphasized their heathenness so as to convince
us that missions are.a fine idea. Writers have described
them as backward, exotic, mysterious and unfathomable,
even sinister, because quaint picturesque people make travel
books less dull. The Chinese language is difficult for west-
erners, and the fact_that_few of us have been able to talk
freely with Chinese or read their literature has helped to
make them seem difficult to understand. _

The truth is, however, that they are “much more like
us than we have been led to suppose, certainly much more
like us than the Japanese, or even than the average Latin.

> "The Chinesé are creatures of their environment, of course,
just as we are, but with a little acquaintance and study
both the environment and the people are not difficult to un-
derstand.

It is as hard to-describe a typical Chinese as it is a typical

Englishman. Would you choose a London Cockney, an Ox-
| 26




‘WHO ARE THE. CHINESE? ey

_‘ford scholar, a country squire, or a “‘man about town™?2.
There are as many’ typical Chinese as there are typlcal
Britishers. But one thing it is safe to say—the exotic and
inscrutable Chinese depicted in American fiction is no’
more true to life than thela-di-da Englishmar with an ex-
 aggerated Oxford accent so popular in our play_s and'stories.
There are a few- characteristics, howeyer, which most

people who know the Chinese will agree ate typical.
- . .

rd

- LA

"+ . WHAT ARE CHINESE LIKE?

eigners coming to.
hma for a ShOTC time Sometimes questlon thls and, fret
. about the Chinese practice of “‘squeeze,” which seems dis-
honest according to American custom. This judgment, how-
ever, is based on lack of understanding of this Chinese
custom. Chinese who buy groceries, collect taxés, .and do
" many othér forms of business for others, large and small,”
are by common consent entitléd to keep for theémselves a
small percentage of the money passing through their hands.
This is a recognized pract1ce, like brokerage, and_ there—
B s L o it e R Ly e
fore not actually dishonest. It is only when the percentage
becornes unduly large that squeeze can be classed as cor-
: rupnon A : K
For exgners, on the other hand are orten amazed to. dls-

bond. Mgny Iarge dea.lsﬁare made and contracts let with-
out any written document, and. it is-just as much the
“custom in China to hve up to these verbal agreements as-
it is the custom in America to live up to a written contract
-—though of course, in-China as in Amerlca, there are meh
who will wriggle out of any contract.. .

- Men who laugh at the same things are not apt to misun-

N . =
. o .
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28 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

derstand each other. The typical Chinese has a very keen
sense of humor and one much nearer to the American sense
of humor than that of many other peoples.

Chinese, like Americans, relish mother-in-law jokes. They
also have “Scotch” jokes, which.are told about the people
of Shansi province. Nor is China lacking in stories which
are the equxvalent of the one about the traveling man and
the farmer’s daughter Not only is Chinese humor a good
deal like American humor, but Chinese good-humoredness
is also much like American good-humoredness. The jolly,
perspiring, jostling crowd that gathers at a Chinese country
fair is in many ways the Chinese equivalent of a Coney
Island crowd. At a big fair, the crowd is apt to be especially
thick around the jugglers; acrobats, and tight-rope walkers,
and these spectators of the physical exertions of others are
the Chinese counterpart of the bleachers crowd at a base-
ball game: The fair indeed gives opportunities for shopping,
but it is also a holiday occasion for the people from all
around. '

The typical Chinese is in many ways more ‘“civilized”
than we are. He does not admire directness and frankness
\}m way we do. In fact, he thinks these characteristics are
rather barbarian and unsubtle. He is more tactful, his chief
concern being to make the other fellow feel comfortable, to
give him “face” rather than to tell the truth. This comes
from thousands of years of having to get along with each

other, often in crowded and uncomfortable surroundings.
‘And this is one reason why we like the Chinese. They
know better than any people on earth how to make the
awkward foreigner feel comfortable and happy. For subtle
flattery is often more pleasant than the truth. Foreigners,
however, occasionally find this tactfulness exaggerated and

the emphasis on face irritating and uncomprehensible.
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he is as much hLe most Amerlcans as.he is unhke most
~Japanese. In the Japanese language there are whole separate :
vocabularies for ordering servants about, for keeplng your_
«wife in her place as a subordinate being, or for showing a
ceremonial obsequiousness to your social supériors:” The |
Chinese. are not like this. They have ceremonial ways, of
saying- thmgs but- they use these formalities on occasions
when it is polite for each man to act as if the other were
well-educated, financially well-off; and socially important— - -
regardless of ‘whether either ofsthem actually is all these
things. But.as:soon as the ice is broken, Chinese like to.be
Keasy and, 1nformalyw1thkeach&other much ke, VAmer cans.

TN+ S

cated a Chln 7_se w1s,_,you_must,¢ vhen, yggg@ngt; al ,to hxm,
show Myg(u respect for him as an independen 1,being.

To treatﬂhxmwbrusquely,ag oneof:the lower. classes?. is bad-- -~
. mannered and is regarded as.showing that you,:yourself are ~
1]1 bred LA further ( Chmeee characterlstlc is- that anybody
will pxck upa casual conversation with a boatman, rickshaw
puller, or mule-cart driyer in the same friendly way that
Americans talk with taxi drivers. They feel that the act of
paying money for personal services is made more cw1hzed by
frlendly conversation. -
Most people think of, ‘the Chmese as being more philo-
sophical than Americans. This is a characteristic that is
<partly true. In,the old. China;.everything.was_ pretty well
\/\settled, The life story of the average man.was something
that-had been, repeatmg.xtself for,centurxes There was very *
little reason for supposing that the world as a whole was
- going to get noticeably better in the next few years. It was -
pretty obvxous that very few poor men got rich qulckly
while anyone wheo looked around him could see that it was .

- E ; LI
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quite common for people who were fairly well off to meet
sudden disaster in the way of flood or famine or disease. All

/ of this tended to encourage a philosophical acceptance of
fate, and even to make successful people feel that their suc-
cess was due as much to luck as to merit.

Americans are different in this respect, because we are
still a2 young people in a new country. According to our
tradition, there is always another opportunity around the
corner; even if what you are doing now turns out to be a
failure, you are as likely to get another chance as the next
man is. Chinese philosophicalness is changing, however.
The things that are happening in modern China affect
the whole people and go far beyond the good luck or bad
luck of individuals. The horizon of the future promises.far
more than a mere repetition of the past; it is crowded with
new prospects and new opportunities. Accordingly, it is not
at all surprising to find that younger Chinese are much less
philosophical and fatalistic than their parents, and more
like Americans—restless, eager, experimental, ready to as-
sert that ‘what you do for yourself counts more than what
happens to you

WHERE DO THE CHINESE LIVE?

There is no accurate census of the population of China.

. The most generally accepted estimate is 450,000,000, but

' the true number may bc nearer to §00,000,000. This énor-

: 1ious population is ‘very unevenly distributed. Even if we

. exclude regions like Mongolia, Tibet, and the Central
Asian province of Sinkiang, one third of the area of China
contains no less than six sevenths of the people. This area

//;7\‘ of dense population is in. the east, in the lower valleys of

J 0
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-groz,w;i.t{'gga;gas
south of the Yangtze :
Thegeneral rule.is.. that wherever 1rr1gat10n 1s«p0851ble
: the land is watered and. cultivated with mmute care. 1g,small‘ -
plots which, resemble market gardens more. than they do
the normal-American. farm. There is also a relatlonshlp be-
. tween cities and farfiing that is quite different from that
in America. In China, the biggest cities do not stand apart-
from the most important farming regions, but'right in the
-~ middle of them. This is not only because the farms feed
- the cities. It is also.because.the -most.important.fertilizér
1s _human_ excrement—known throughout_the Orient as
mght soil. Instead«of_.bemg,dxsposedxof throuch;,.sewage
‘-~ systems, thls fertilizer,is collected. .and sold to_the farmers
_near.the,cities.. A large Chinese c1ty, seen from thé air, is
surrounded by concentric_circles of different shades of
green. The densest growth and the darkest green is near-
est the city, where the fertilizer is most plentiful and cheap..
The crop yield per acre diminishes in mathematical propor-
tion to the distance from the source of fertilizer in. the city.
More.than: elghtyigper, cent ofsthe --Chmesexpeople are
farmers,‘and the typxcal farmer does not_live in-a house :
in_tHe middle of his f;gﬂllzsl&%d llke wt‘l;e Amerlcan rmer,
but in_a village. A city in the densely populated ‘part of
China is therefore not surrounded by- resxdentlal suburbs,
but by clusters of v1llages :

N

H
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L __‘PEASANTS AND SCHOLAR-GENTRY

Before the war there were two types of Chinese se who might
be called representatlve of the people as a whole They are
stxll the two most 1mportant types, but. thelr 1mportance

N . -~ . -
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relative to each other is changing. In fact, this changing
relative importance epitomizes the Chinese Revolution and
the emergence of the new China out of the old China. One
of these types is the peasant, the other is the scholar-gentle-
man.
/ ]ufiged numerically, since four fifths of the people live by
farming, the typical or average Chinese is a peasant—just
the kind of simple, honest, limited, but shrewd and likeable
peasant we-have come to know through ‘“The Good Earth”
and other books by Pearl Buck. A‘i Sognnm?“ﬁﬁ‘ihéﬁ
Peasartts are “peop: e who Khow how to work together with
little apparent leadership. As individuals, they are men
who go ahead rapidly when not too much restricted by the
peculiar combination of paternalism and oppression char-
acteristic of the traditional Chinese form of government.
Both the patetnalism and the oppression trace back to the
scholar-gentry, or landlord class. These are the typical Chi-
nese that Lin Yutang had chxeﬂy in mind when he wrote
“My Country and My | People From the landlord’s fami-
lies came the scholars whose long fingernails were the proof
that they did no physical work, and who combined the
grossest corruption (particularly as officials appropriating
squeeze from state revenues) with the most delicate artistic
refinement and the most subtle training of the intellect.
~The power of the landlords rested on the fact that grain,
7" accumulated and stored, was until very recently the stand-
ard of real wealth. This made the landlords more powerful
than the merchants, because the landlords actually con-
trolled agriculture. In fact, merchants were often merely
the agents of landlords.
Almost all of the officials, the “mandarins,” came from
the scholar-gentry _class. It is true that according to law
‘the way to appointment as an official was through the

-
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y{Crv{vvw& Lu&gﬂj‘/m

pubhc exammatlons “for. Whl{h anybody=could enter; but
Zsince the knowledge of literature and. philosophy.required
lfor these eXanir ;,;the -SONS

e

{n'a‘b‘ );rgygnmge oyer the sons ::t;f peasantg; Accordmgly,
while men of | peasant "birth- d1d occaslonally\rlse to high-

oﬂicxal rank, the vast ma]onty of mandarms were sons of 3

famlhes_whxchwproduced -a~reguqlar,.cmp*of candldates for” \ .
'the examifiations, generatlon after generation. There was
indeed a traditional law: preventmg\a “mandarin:ffom:hold-
ing office.in his.own. provmce, where his, famxlyjconnecuons
"might be too mﬂuentlal,,but, his.did not. prevent a- -man-
dann from 'dealxng -mildly, with the scholar-gentry land-
(/’77 rdsfl-n’the provmw thlch he was: appomted since after H-
all they were “his own kind.of people.” :
As the mounting insistence of ‘the ‘western nations in
_the nmeteenth century forced China to open her territory to
foreigners, a new process began Wthh has meant the gradual
destruction of the old way of life. The westerners introduced
many new Kinds of wealth and power, but these were wel-
comed least by those who already had the most power and
the most wealth under the old order. The mandarins, ac-
(/{' cordingly, .w1thstood the west as long as they could -The %
first signs of « conversxon came not fro\_ h ,
from the mlddl m n;merchants,,whf

e 11 I e, ablejto serve.the
forelgners as brokers if that service offered.them. more, profit

p thanAthexr old fun,g,g,},gg, as the agents of the*scholar gentry.
Smce, however, someé of these merchants also had a footing
among the scholar-gentry, the process of conversmn spread  *
“in time among the families that for centuries had pr0v1ded
China’s landlords and mandarins.’ ,

Todz{y, China is dominated by the families that' have

- . . :



84 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

diversified their activities; they continue to hold large
landed properties, but at the same time are active in trade,
industry, and banking. The artisan class is bemg rapidly
converted into an industrial proletariat, divorced from the
villages and the peasant family standard. The last_to be
affected have been the peasants. This makes the fate of
A the peasant decisive for the nation. If he is to be held
down to the old way of life while the rest of the nation
changes, then China will become a vast Japan, with. an
industrial development high in certain activities but un-
even as a whole, and with a disastrous and widening gap,
as in Japan, between the mechanical progress of the fac-
<7 tories and the human-labor standard of the farm. Either
“the peasant must be liberated and granted equal rights to
progress with the rest of the nation or else the overpro-
duction of human labor on the farm, under serflike condi-
tions, will drag down the wages and standards of factory
labor and undermine the whole national economy—again,

as in Japan.

# -

WHERE DO THE CHINESE COME FROM?

b A S s —— - A

However much we may consxder people, individuals or
nations, as products of their recent environment, it remains
a fact that in attempting to .understand them the ques-
tion ‘Where do they come from? is pertinent. The answer,
with respect to the Chinese, must be sought among prehis-
toric records. The Peking Man is the first Chinese we know
, anything about. mn North Chma about 500,000
¢ %.years ago, and studies of hlS remams, partlcularly of skulls.
* | |and teeth, have led anthropologlsts to believe that he is the
Temote_ancestor of the people who inhabit North China
today. These remains, which, were. dug up in.the country



. WHO ARE “THE CHINESE? ~gn
. : ,
'near _Pel\lgg,;m .1927, Jvere. rehcs of. the most anc1ent and
pr1m1t1ve ‘human bemgs of whom we have more than one . -
RS i R -WW 4‘%—& e

skull or or part of 2 of a-skull. .
TR e e I
If you find only one s ull'in one place, as in the case of
the Neanderthal Man é6r the Piltdown Man, you are. not
- absolutely sure how far the individual was typical and how -
far he may have been 'peculiar. In the case of the Peking ..
Man we have a whole group of skulls——-—some men, some
womeén, some young, some old. We therefore have an idea
of their type as a group, and some idea of the changes of
growth from youth t6 ‘age. Moreover, study of thé skulls,
and espec1ally of the teeth, suggests that as far as the Peng
Man can be con51dered related to any living human typé,
he is related to the presentnllvmi'r -North China, type. This-
is our oldest st evidence—ever though 1t is part guess,” part
fact—of the dramatic continuity in time from thousands of
years B.C. to the present day, and contlnulty of evolutlon%
in _the same geographical.area. .. . ;
Man belc ed.to.the. OldStoneA €. Hekept
fire o' s :; ew;md L used rough.: stones as tools’. Lhe Hm '
ference between tlTE"’()T ' \ge Eeand T eolithic or.. .
New Stone Age 1s thatyeollthlmvf jci)a;v:_ g‘a"““ﬁ% .
and“m'hsh a sh??ﬁgutﬁ%ig%?d%e on their 0ols made. of
%chxpped stone. We. havee 2 great deal of gvxdence,‘that' ’
N eollthj_ci;peopxl'ek dely. sca—ttered:ovéi:%na,.gomc
of ‘them lived By | huntmg, fishing, and gathermé many kinds
of food—fruit, nuts, berries; edible roots, and‘the seeds of -
wild grasses: Others, in North China, knew how to cultivate

mlllet probably, in South Chi Chma Ticey was already\culnvated

W e

. i 7 s Mm‘
also domestlcated ‘The Neollthxc people used stone kmves
and axes, spears, and bows and arrows. They wove baskets
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and cloth, and they made a great deal of pottery, some of

it on the potter’s wheel and some of it very beautiful.
Before 3000 B.c. the area around the great bend of the

Yellow Rlver became one of the most unportant centers of

o bt 8 o

was a help to cult}xral prooress because it is easxly worked

'Wlth crude primitive tools, makmg possible more food,

larger communities, and a more rapid development of social

organization. Probably irrigation was also practiced in this
}\r,region, by digging ditches in the soft loess.

a—

CHINESE EXPANSION

We can say with certainty that this Yellow River culture
/ as not just pre-Chinese, but was in fact the early Chinese
civilization. Gradually it spread eastward into the coastal
plain and southward toward the Yangtze, taking over other
early Neolithic settlements and making them Chinese. From
settlements they became states. On the Yangtze other states
.grew up which challenged the supremacy of the northern
states. Below the Yangtze the wilderness of mountain and
subtropical jungle was penetrated more slowly, but gradu-
ally its aboriginal tribes began to be absorbed, or partially
/‘ absorbed. Eventually the Chinese spread all the way to
e edges of the Mongolian and “Central Asian deserts, the
,;%g ibetan highlands, and the frontiers of Burma and Indo-
hina. -
1 The way in which the Chinese people grew and spread ex-
lains why they are so homogeneous. There is no other
oup in the world that combines, as the Chinese do, vast
numbers and a hxgh degree of both physical and cultural -
umfonm‘t_);wThls 1s explamed by a.Chinese attitude for
/ Wthh Confucius found a formula a_many centurles ago:

/b binae Way §‘“‘Z Serq
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/{Q;Let those .who_wear, the costume_ofthe. barbarxans ,be

barbanans,,those who weargthe costume ofcthe Chmese,ebe
(14

Chmese In other words, if you want to act like a bar—

barian you will -be-treated like a barbarian; if you want

to act like a Chinese, you '

ds of

s,now Chma,,but

years, o, occupy the vasr o ern ,

in any one region, at any one,tlme, ‘the rate of migration *

_ was rather'slow-Of ccurse the process was accompamed by
war and. slauohter *of which there are many échoes i in Chi-
nese romance and legend; but it seems always;to | have been

/&the rule thaggﬁther A.8roup.or.an individual, willing to

\guage, dress,hke th
hke,ﬁiheﬁ(}hmeseﬁwol‘ld :

During the last- three undréd years they have found their
‘way into many regions. They poured into Manchuria and
Inner g L OTT] B OT

B R T R R B e S o

went as laborers to Austraha and New Zealand, to Japan,
to Hawaii, Canada, South America, Mexico, and,the United

States. Very few reached Europe. In Indo-China, Burma,-

Malaya, Siam, the Philipp‘inés, and Nethetands India,

where the Chinese first went as laborers, theéy rapidly de-

veloped alsoa prosperous and mﬂuenual class of merchants,
" bankers, and industrialists.: . - - -

Except for the northern Chmese who migrated to Man-

- churia and Mongoha, most Chinese who have gone abroad

” have been_from the two provinces of Fukien and Kwang-

g
tung. And while ¢l thelr total number would amount to only
m.mm

about one per cent of China’s populauon they have-sent

home considerable yealth and many new xdeas and have

. . N I
¥ . - . .
Y

11 Vbe acce' ted as a Chinese.

ot A

discriminafion. - ° !
"At the beommng f the Manchu—dynasty three centuries
go the Chinese W ﬂ1/chle/ﬂy confined to China proper.

.
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__-played a big part in the modernization of China. Sun Yat-

_Jsen for instance, who lived abroad much of his life, in
Hawaii and elsewhere, and received a western éducation,
returned to China to play a larger part in history than any
other Chinese of modern times. -
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CHAPTER, I1I

- B'?rder Lands

. . ) .

ONE OF the master keys to Chingse hlstory is an understand-
ing of the balance of power 'bétween China and the “bar-
barians” of. the outlymc Tegions. FO o N
Between the Pacific Ocean and the Pamir_plateau- and
curving southward from the Pamirs into the bleak high-
lands that divide China from India, lie the Northeastern
_Provinces, Mongolia, Chinese Turkistan, and Tibet. These
‘are the Inner Asian barrier lands, one of the least known
frontiers in the world; which limit the geography and his-
tory of China on one s1de as the sea limits them on the
other. . Sy -
- The Great Wall, for a score of centuries the most colossal
tide mark of the human race, stands as the symbol of this
entire frontier. It runs from the sea westward into the des- -
erts of Central Asia for a distance about as great as from New
ork City to'the Rockies. Parts-of the Great-Wall.were.built
/ &y,(several ancient. Chmese kmgdoms In.the. third century
BXC,..the Chin.em I ang. Ti,.the, ﬁrstampernal
unifier of China
national. walledwfrcnuer. Later the walled frormer was
modlﬁed more than once by succeeding dynasties.

The-idea of the Great Wall-was-to.divide.th _s,,et,,tl.*e_d:C,lii-'
- s 2828 SREl s e A A T e L s T s e s
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nese people from the nomad shepherd Eeoples Actual]y,
however, the Creat Wall fiever worked very satistactorily
as a sharp dividing line. If you went far enough north of
the wall you came to people who were only shepherds; if
you went far enough south you came to people who were
only farmers. But the region of the wall itself stubbornly
insisted on remaining a region, not a line of cleavage—a
region in which some people were herdsmen and some farm-
ers. Because they combined two ways of life these peo-
ple were pulled two ways in their political allegiance. Some-
_times thev came under the control of the nomads; at other
times they were under the control of agricultural -China.
The real political frontier, accordingly, often lay either to
the north or to the south of the Great Wall.

MONGOLIA—HORSEMEN AND SHEPHERDS

mmm— -
Directly to the north of the Great Wall lies the main
expanse of the grassy step . What makes
Mongoila 1prn\m thehlstory “of China and Inner Asia
is the natural scope of movement of nomad peoples. In a
nomad society there can never be as many people to the
square mile as in a farming society. On the other hand,
when war or politics make it necessary, nomads can gather
together from great distances more readily than farmers.
Hence in the wars of the past between wandering peoples
and settled peoples, thé'nomads normally had the advantage

of sudden and concentrated impact.

From ancient times the sheep rather than the horse has
fixed the character of Mongol' life What the runnel of
irrigation water is to the Chinese farmer, the sheep is to
the Mongok The Mongol lives because he knows how to
keep sheep alive—how to find the right pastures for them in
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,all seasons and how to find shelter for them in the winter and
sprma storms. The.sheep supplre§£§09d,,kwool and pelts for.
clothing, <wool .for. making. the .felts .to cover the, .round
. Mongol tents, and dufig to be burned as fuel: Food cloth- -
. ing, housing and fuel are all the basic necessities; and
any surplus of the flock provides g goods for'trading.

In China.as in other settled countries, nomad conquerors -
and the garrisons they brought with them were always “ab-",
sorbed” simply “because they relmqulshed the source of
their strength, which was mobili ty, by becoming sedentary.
On the other hand, when nomads were defeated and driven
away from the frontiers of “civilization,” this very defeat .
normally.led to a’renewal of the strength of- ‘nomadism,

. for the nomads were thrown back completely on the pure-
‘techniques of herdlnt1r and moblhty whlch gave them
strencth .

Moreover whlle nomads were from time to time absorbed
among the settled people there were also many settled peo-
* ple who became. converted into nomads. These included
farmers along the fI‘Ol’lthI' merchants ‘who traveled among
the nomads, and’ prxsoners of war. In the- upshot, the ¢on-
flict between the tilled lands and the pasture Iands always
“renewed 1tse1f because each kind of society jwas.capable of
recoverlnc vitality even after severe defeat.. ~-

" “Westernization” —especrally ‘such manifestations- of its
as the railroad, the factory, and modern firearms—has been
having in our own time as revolutionary an effect on the old

. Mongolia as on the old China.’Béth of the old cultures.are
being-in-part.destioyed;; but the 1ndustr1al .economy is also
making p0551b1e a bridge between the two kinds of society -
that could never be bmlt in the past centuries of ebb and
flow betweén the steppe and the land of rivers in agricul-

. tnral China, Just as.the modern economy m Amenca links
. - . SN :

‘ ot . .
T . \ .- 3 B -
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together the rancher of the West, the farmer of the Middle
West, and the mines and industrial cities that are found in
all parts of the country, so in Asia the “extensive”’ culture
and economy of the nomad and the “intensive” culture and
economy of settled China can be integrated together in a
new, inclusive, ahd modern society.

*

NORTHEAST CHINA—HERDSMEN, FARMERS,
AND FOREST WANDERERS

L]

To the east of Mongolia three kinds of country, three
kinds of people, three ways of life were for centuries in
contact with each other in the Northeastern Provinces of
China. :

In the south of this territory there is an open cduntry ex-
tending in a horseshoe arch from the eastern end of the
Great Wall to the tip.of the Liaotung Peninsula. Here the
natural conditions favor exactly the same kind of farmmg
that is typical of North China, and consequently the region
has been homogeneous with North China in population
and culture for at least 2,000 years.

To the east and far to the north of this open country lies
a differe..t landscape, with hills and fairly high mountains, '
anciently covered with a heavy growth of forest, where even
today there are still large stands of timber. This land was for
centuries the stronghold of nomads who differed both from
the Chinese and.the Mongols. They had a little agriculture,
which linked them to the Chinese; but cultivation, espe-
cially in the more primitive periods, was-largely the work of
women. The men hunted and fished. These people also
domesticated animals, which linked them with the Mongols;
but whereas the herds of the Mongols meant both sustenance
and mobility, the forest nomads kept their animals chiefly
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for moblhty——remdeer in the mountains, and dogs for pull-

ing sleds in the lowlands and on the frozen nvers in winter.

They also used skis and snowshoes, and in summer for travel

and fishing they made canoes both of blrchbark and, of hol- -

low logs. A few pathetic remnants of these ancient tribes can
still be found, looking somewhat like specimens that have
come o life andescaped from a museum.

‘Even in ancient tlmes these peoples, because of their
diversity, were always a collection of tribes.rather than a
nation. Sometimes, however, they united in polmcal con-
“federations. The latest of these was the Manchu confedera:
tion, which ranged from tribes that had become s6 civilized
that they were almost Chmese to tribes far away on the edae ‘
of Siberia, skm-clad herders of reindeer afid drivers of dog-
sleds. The.name ‘Manchu’ Wthh the.tribe.adopted -was,a
political ‘invention, and. was first-used. only.ra-rfewm.years '
before.the.Manchu conquest of China in1644. o,

In the west of the. Northeastern Provinces there is a wide
land of steppe and pasture Its people are largely Mongol
but . their. history ‘is. ot strictly_ Mongol. On' the “west,

- throughout the alternations of .many-centuries, they have.
participated in' Mongol history; on.the south, in Chinese
[history; and on the east in the hlstory of the forest nomads.

The influence of thie western world broke into_China’s
Northeastern. Provmces not only from Russia on the north
and Japan on the ocean side, but also from China itself,
Raxlways from China greatly increased the depth to which
the Chinese could penetrate northward from the Gulf of
Liaotung and then westwatd into the pastoral regions and
eastward into the forest regions. The Chinese.colonists.who
ﬂeoded in by the.millions were partly.the exponents of the
twentieth century,- -partly its victims, They, had railways,
machinery, and firearins, but China as a whole was limited *

»
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in freedom to make use of modern advantages by an inter-
national treaty system which gave political pr1v11eges, mili-
tary ascendancy, and a large degree of economic control to
a number of foreign eountries.

. The Japanese, as the result of successful wars first against
the decaying Manchu Empire in China and then against
the decaying Tsarist Empire in Russia, had more privi-
leges in Northeast China than any other country. They had,
so to speak, harnessed the Chinese with treaty clauses. Every
time that the Chinese made a step forward the Japanese,
making use of these clauses, tried to convert the progress
to Japan’s benefit and to establish their interests more
deeply within Chinese territory and more firmly within
the structure of the Chinese nation.

In fact, it was Japanese insistence that the Chinese should

not only be harnessed, but docile in harness, which began

- the present war. In 1931 the Japanese invaded Northeast

- China in order to teach the Chinese docility. When Japanese

occupation of the Northeast failed to overawe the rest of

China, the Japanese attempted another “lesson” in 1937,
and the final struggie began.

.

i

TURKISTAN&—-OASES AND DESERTS IN THE
; HEART OF ASIA

. Westward from Monoha and 1_northwestward from
Chmte pes_ ot ds thin_out . mto &e?é?ts
- where no I noherdscan be 2 azed On the western sxde “these
deserts Tun at last up t6 the foot of the hlghest mountains
in the world, which shut off Tibet and India and Afghanis-
tan. On the northern side other mountains bar access to
Siberia and the Soviet Central Asian republics, except for

a few gaps through which trade and migration have flowed
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- for centuries. In narrow curvmg lings where themmountams "
& meet the deserts lie the« ~of~Smk1ang or

g?"aCﬁmese Turkistan. = -

Eac"f‘lgé’?ﬁ%“é*sﬁ%’es

hinese mfp Ysical appearance and in many other respcts.,
For the _Inost; part: they .are-Turkish-by:speechiand. Moslem
W‘M

TS R s R T
he g1 mwthc
o e e C 2 L w"»

n unbroken line fro;gﬁaw&m SLOTS: w&ao%;ﬁlénown

s S BT R S

. ‘ regions in the St e. Thes
to have hved in the same egions in the Stone Ag e

S T SRR

Vancestms al one time spoke languages belonging to the -
Indo-European system, and they were closely akin to the
people who still live in Switzerland and the Tyrol, whom
anthropologlsts call Alplne " These differences, however,
only drsgu:se the,fact#,that in.its.essential.structure.the. life o«
of.the.oases.isdike that-of China. It.is.closely dependent.on
~:«1g'r1culture,~-»the«ag'rlculture.,1swff.a&specml1zed,~;1ntens1ve

N AR b
- kind,.with.a maximum of irrigation-and hand-cultivation;
and.as in Chma a walled _city stands at the heart of -each
agrxcultural drsmct.} ’ o -
, 12 like elghty per cent o

’

“angry storms' and Fom ’whlch no
rivers flow to the distant sea. Water: here:is the;gift. of the
mountams. From the glac1ers and hxgh snows of ranges t that

B e I S S e A S e A R A S e LUt )
fise in peaks to over 20,000  feet, rivers ﬂow down into ‘the
dEseTt. WHeTe €ach Tiver issues from the Toothills into the
o i
gently slopmg deserts its waters can be spread out through
irrigation canals to form an oasis..As the heat of summer
increases and more water is needed, more is provrded by the
melting of the snows, so that year after year crops can be

gathered in w1th almost unvarying certainty, Each oasis has‘
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also its own mountain hinterland, from which it gets min- -
erals and a certain amount of livestock from herdsmen in
high Alpine pastures.

Between the oases lie stretches of desert. There are big
oases and Tﬁmut otherw1se any oasis is almost ex-
actly like any other, so that there is a minimum demand
for trade and exchange. Trade, in both the recent and the
ancient past, has largely been the concern of alien mer-
chants dealing in such commodities as can stand the high

s COS of transport over very long distances.

In the Middle Ages, at an oasis like T

rom the eserts'ah Ihe steppes an from Chma Persia,

2and .‘sg}g_lg convergemﬁ%%here HﬁreTmhole - com-
a % imiinities of alien traders. L urfan, in the elﬂ'hth Century, for

emﬁmnﬁ%’ Shanghal In melgn
¢trading quarter, people wore the costumes and spoke the
flanguages of their distant homes, and worshiped at the
temples and chapels of their own religion; but when war
interrupted the caravan itade, the merchants vanished and
the people of Turfan were left left to their anCIent occupatlons,
tending their canals’&%mlrrlgatmg their fields. =

With external communications in the Hands of strangers,
and the real life of each oasis focused inward on itself, no
national consciousness ever developed. Politics of more
than local'scope, like trade of more than local range, were
only known in Central Asia when they penetrated there
from the outside. The linking together of oases did not
grow out of oasis life, but out of the imperial activities of
greater nations like China ot conquest by mobile peoples
like the steppe.nomads.

The world of the twentieth century is now pressing in *
on Sinkiang more heavily than any ancient advance of the
‘Chinese or raids of the nomads. The range of railways and

PR LR et
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automobiles~and axrplanes hasbmade the world of thmly

* scattered Central Asian dases something quite different from

what it was when men thought of time and distance in
terms of.slowly tridging camel caravans, or small bodies of
moufited raiders.who camed thexr provisions -on’ théir

saddles. The local loyalties of Chinese Central Asia are, :

rapidly being enlarged by these new influences, which pro-
vide the framework essential to new kmds of soc1a1 con-
scxousness, natlonahsm, and patnotlsm

These new. tendencies also have. their mternauonal
aspects. The essential relauonshlp between Chmese Central

- Asia and Soviet Central Asia. today i ds ot one. of propaganda'

but one of,physmal,_economlc,aand social, fact ‘The Turksxb
Rallway, buiit by the Russians to hnl\ Siberia and Sovxet

Central Asia, runs within-about go miles of the Sinkiang

frontier, whiile the nearest railhead in China is about 1,500

miles- away.:It. wﬂl -be many years before mdustnahzauon’

in.China can project into Central: Asia.influences as pro—

found as those which are already bem projected by in---

dusmahsm in Sovnet Siberia and. Centra1 Asia. .

These mﬂuences, which must be understood in térms -
of a complex “of society and economics, not in isolated .

terms of a political creed are already working in Chinese
Central* Asm remarkable transférmations which, however,
must not be ovemmphﬁed and. mxsmterpreted as_the ‘‘so-

* vietization’ of a Chmese provmce. The cardinal fact is that,'

~ deép and sharp as is thé cleavage between the shepherd of
. the steppe and the cultivator of the oasis, nelther the cultiva-

tor nor the shepherd can resist the mtegratmg action of.

mechanized mdustry and transport, which create new de-

mands for'the interchange of products and at the same time

provide the facilities for exchang;mg them:. -

crsen s -~

On' the other hand, the prinrary polmcal ideas,at work

i - )
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in_Sinkiang today come from, China, not Russia. Japan’s
attack on China and the fear that some far-striking mecha-
nized Japanese column might invade’ Sinkiang through
Inner Mongolia or Northwest China have focused the minds
and loyalties of people in Sinkiang toward China. Fully
eighty-five per cent of these people are not Chinese and do
not even speak the Chinese language, but their interest is
naturally turned toward the people who are defending them
from the danger of invasion. It is not surprising, therefore,
that Smklang provmce has made contributions to the cause
“of China that aré remarkably large for a population of not
more than about 4,000,000. :
The Russian industrial and social influence and the Chi-
. nese pohtlcal inflience have 'béen liriked together in a
remarkable way By the great wartime development of trans-
port. War material moves by air and by truck roads from
. Soviet Russia through Sinkiang to the battle fronts of
\ China. Though less publicized than the Burma Road, this
-Central Asian route has probably carried more war supplies
to China than the Burma Road ever did. This way into
China cannot possibly be cut off sharply when the war
ends. It is bound to be supplemented in time by railroads,
and to become a trunk line of communication from Eastern
Asia through Central Asia to Western Asia and Europe.

/i IBET—THE HIGH WASTES

The history of leet is governed y its dominant geo-
Moo st

Kgraph{cal characteristics: it is almost impassable aiid almost

impenetrable. The whole country is vast, high, and cold.

It probably does not contain more than_about 3,000,000

- people—there are no accurate figures. The most important

political center i the holy city o of Lhasa, but many districts
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g are> far from bemg under the control of Lhasa Although
! Wi e

‘, S S 3 X a . ’
foresteﬁ hills and nch valleys of western Chma At one
_end it overlooks the" semitropical ]ungies of Burma and

Assam, at the other end the desert wastesof

£ Tiibet are, no_t,g_x_x_g,p'_;cgplg they haveybeen gat_- ere L. Frok:
all four sides. For un old centurles,ethe mountail

“refuges, people’ventured gradually into the w1déf;‘dr'x, 'ggr'x-‘f
t:ai Eiateau ﬁere tﬁey riearnedto hunt the shaggy wild

e a
- even dnve them n caravans,

and salt. Nomadism, in Tibet, is not the prxmmve .way of
ltvmg from’ which settled life developed but a later tech-,

nique _discovered by people venturing mto the central '
lateau from settlements around.the edge. ’
Religion dommates the societ and4 htlcs of 'Illbet The -

‘re ligion is T ism, which ¥
"Wﬂm

i

i

entered T1e -of various_ pnmmve
S SRR

1 4 i=abbot ..:, .._ e, xmg .
2, who “and ten 1 ruler. In the
..small, wxdely separated communities'of Tibet, the monas- -
ter Ty provides a center of authority; at the same time, the
ecclesiastical structure as a whole provides a umformltv and
~continuity whxch the scattered communities would find it

[ e -
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corporation which owns property, carries on tradc, and col-
ects dues and taxes. If it controls enough territory and
populatlon it approxzmates to a small feudal state. Mo-
nastic domains of states not mfrequently carry on small wars
against each other. Since all.are part of the same hierarchy,
all are nommally subordmate to the Dalai Lama at Lhasa,
the pope of Lama Buddhxsm but as in medieval Europe,
‘the real power of this pope over any monastery is exactly
proportionate to that menastery’s actual wealth and man--
power.

Q:hfﬁcult: to evolve in any other way. Each monastery-is a

e w e - - P L
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The Blrth of Chma -—"

AN oLp mlssxonary student of China once remarked that
Chinese hlstory 1s' remote monotonous, obscure, and-— ~
 worst of all—there'is too much of it.” © . -

This dreary and discouraged -view .comes from being
taught histoty in the way that millions of people have becn

* taught Biblical hxstory or English history—as a baffling cata-
logue of who sléw somebody, who begat somebody, who

. succeeded somebody, with only an occasional concubine”

' thrown in-for” human interest. If studied in this way, Chi-
nese history can be matched against any history“in the.
world for profusxon of dates, dlfﬁculty of names and com-
plxcatxon of detall N . f

Taken ‘in’ another way, Chmese,hlstory,can be.made to
throw-sharp: hghts and reveahng shadows .on- the.story. of
all. mankmd-—;from its most primitive beginnings, some of
which were in Asia, to its th‘hCSt point of development in «
philosophy and religion, literature and art- In.theught.and -
phllosophv no.culture-hassever-surpassedsthat- of%Clan
its great creative periods: In: material culture, though we’
'fhink of the roots of our own civilization as being alrnost
N entlrely European, we have also received muth from As1a
>—paper and. printin gun owder and compasses, sxlk tea,
porcelam. ‘

Y
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There is never any fixed point at which to begin history.
However far back you go, you might always go still farther.
What the historian usually tries to do is to set a sort of
base line from which to work forward. In practice the base
line always turns out to be a sort of twilight zone. At the
near edge of the zone there are a few facts. From this edge
you can work forward, finding more and more facts to work
into a system of knowledge. But you can also work back-
ward, deeper into the twilight zone. Here you have to deal |
with a kind of evidence that is part fact, part legend, and
part guesswork. The deeper you go into the twilight, the
slimmer the proportion of fact and the bigger the propor-
tion of guesswork. Here the human factor enters in: differ-
ent people have different'opinions as to when you pass from
the twilight into the dark where 2ll is guesswork and noth-
ing is fact. And agam fresh research and new discoveries
tend to push thé base line back.

THE SHANG—LEGEND AND HISTE)RY

; The twilight zone of Chinese history_now lies_in_the
Shang dynasty, which lasted from.about. 1766.t0_1122_8.C.
Umll twenty_or_thirty_years ago_it was generally accepted
that there was no authentic Chinese history before the Chou
dynasty which began about 1100 B.C., and although there
\k‘/as a large body of legend about the Shang dynasty and even,
about the Hsia dynasty before it, induding a chronological
list of rulers and many stories about them, all of this ma-
terial was labeled “prehistory” by the scholars. *

Within our lifetime, however, 500 years have been lifted
from the reilm of legend and guesswork and placed clearly
within the realm of history. The story of how the base line
of Chinese history has been pushed’ back from the begin-
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‘ning of the Chou dynasty to the mlddle of the Shang is an

excmng one. And after the war, new .archaeological dis
coveries may- push the base line even farther back into the
twilight zone.. B - .

About fifty: ycars ago there began to be discovered in the
Yellow River region, in what we now know was the'Shang
territory,-bits-of bone_and_tortoise shell on-which writing
had ‘been scratched, a very ancient form-of Chinese writ.
ing. ‘Ancient fofms of Chinese characters were alread)
known, especially from bronzes that . were undoubtedly
more than 2,500 yéars old but these marks crudely scratched

were still more ancient. Here was a problem for which the

" scholars. of*China_were magnificently equipped. Changes
- in the form of thelr writing had long been studied; and they

.

were able, by comparatlve methods as advanced as those
used in the study-of the languages on'which western scholars

~ have long worked, to decxpher a large quantlty of these bone

.

inscriptions. o

When this was done, the full value of this; wanaent mate
nal began to be revealed. Many of the mscnptlons were

“magic.” When people had wanted to go on a war or hunt-
ing expedition,, they had ‘scratched questions about what
Juck or wéather they might expect. Then a shallow hole
or depression-was scraped out, and-the shell or bone was
heated. As it heated and then cooled again, there was dif
ferent rate of expansion and contraction in"the thick~ and
thin parts of the bone or- shell; ‘which led to crackmq, and
the  cracks tended to spread from the hole that had been
scooped. From thé pattern of the cracks the magician gave
a favorable or'unfavorable answer to the question asked.
7 Since this kind of magic was directly connected with both
“personal and social.-needs of the people, it has left for-us a
pccullarly vivid- kmd of -evidence. These people were the
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Shang. They were a’ chronicle-keeping people, we know,
because we have echoes or actual fragments of their chron-
icles as well as their oracle relics. The two types of document
illuminate each other. When the Shang Chinese or the
Homeric Greeks composed their chronicles, they stylized
them; human actions were reduced to types, and events"
were chronicled according to the type of action recounted.
The bone inscriptions are material of a different kind; they
show planning for action, and concern about action, before
" the action was chronicled or even performed. Therefore
these “magic” questions and answers, although they also
obviously follow conventions of their own, are peculiarly
realistic, and correspondingly exciting tg the historian. The
great bulk of history describes what people say was done;
the historian is left to analyze, guess, check, and try to es-
tablish how accurately the events described correspond with
events that actually happened. This fmagic material does
contain statements of what people say they did; but even
more revealing is the record of the way people thought, and
the things they were concerned about when they were get-
ting ready to do the things they actually did.

The Shang were already known to us from the canon of
Chinese history as restored in Han times and handed down
since then with volumes of earfy commentaries, later com-
mentaries on the commentaries, and so on. The actual his-
toric reality of the Shang, however, had long been ques-
tioned. The ancient references to them had come to be
thought of not as history but as shadowy folklore or epic
memories. Now the bone and shell materials have not only
confirmed the names of their chieftains, but prove that these
rulers followed each other in the order of succession which
the Han scholars, after an interval of more than a thousand
years, had written.
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Among the fragmentary materials which ‘the Han scholars
reduced to the form of written history there are references——,
agam with names of rulers—to-a “dynasty calledkHsm,
which.was. even_earlier..than.. theﬂShangMThe;-probabrhty
" that theré really was a Hsia period, and that'the Hsia people
were true and dlrect ancestors of the Chmese, is-greatly in-
creased by the remarkable way in which the Shang materrals
have confirmed “orthodox” Chinése. history. Even-the writ-
ing of the Shang encourages this belief; for though the Shang,
mscnptlons are “primitive r*compared to the writing on
“bronze vessels ofi-a. thousand years dr more later, which:
again is “primitive’ compared with the forms of the Chi-
nese characters as used today, yet the Shang writing is not
itself primitive. It had probably. already evolved through
a good many hundred years. .. = 7 . -

- Fmally, this new materlal for very ancient Chmese hlstory
throws a’ cross light on Chinese history as a whole, because
it can be handled as. easily_ and as leartlmate]y by the soci-
olog1st as by the’ hrstorran This has been very important

“in grvmg Chmese hlstorrans a fresh view of their own his-
tory The new data largely conﬁrm the conventlonal Chi-
“nesé hlstory, but they are not conventlonal in. themselves,
andiso they lead’ .people to think in a more orrgrnal way.
From thinking mofe originally about thelr ‘most- ancient
history, therChmese‘have been: encouraged also to take fresh
views of their later. hrstory L e :

A ‘good example is the d%c’g:me_ of ﬁlral piety, Wi
associations of paternal prestme,*property, “an authorlty
This,code, Jnaturally grew up in, feudal times, When prmces
and warriors wished to leave “their belongmgs and their
conquests'to their sons. It took a new form in imperial times;
when the authority of the emperor-over the whole country
‘was compared to the authonty of a father over his family.

i ) f o e ~,
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Naturally the most ancient sanctions were sought out to
prove that this important “ideology” had been established
from time eternal. Now, with the increasing use of sociologi-
cal methods for studying the new evidence from the most
ancient times, the classical version of the way in which in-
heritance was passed from one to another in preclassical
_ times begins to look a little queer. It appears that there
was once a time when in China, as in many other countries,
property and the family were traced through the mother,
not the father. The evidence of this was preserved, but
later, partly because it'simply was not understood and partly
because there was an actual social need for giving dignity
and authority to clans and families headed by men, the old
evidence was given a new twist.

The oracle bones give us a check on Chinese history as:
far back as about 1400 B.c. A study of the bones and of
other things dug up in the Shang region—tools, utensils,
weapons, and the remains of walls and fortifications—gives
us a fairly clear picture of what China was like at that time.
It was by no means a prlmihve society. Near where the city

of Loyang now stands on ‘the railway ‘from Pelpmg to Han-
kow there wasa flourishing city and a people of high culture.
Walls enclosed the city, which was a large one—large enough
to make it likely that it was the capital of a community
that was fairly widely spread and had still other cities.

The people who lived in the city had a civilization that
preserved traces of earlier stages of its own development.
They were an agricultural people, but they also went on
hunting expeditions of a kind known also elsewhere in
Asia—peasants drawn up in a long line gradually curving
into a semicircle and driving the game before them to be
shot from chariots by nobles with bows and arrows. The
most important crop was millet, and one of the important

a
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deities was the gram -god of millet other gods weré family -
and tribal ancestors. Rice was also known; some of it'may .
have been grown locally, some obtained in trade. from
farther sduth, toward the Yangtze. - -

Cattle were known, and their meat was,,

e THE BIRTH OF CHINA. R

, and t] ,,,blft there .
is no; evxdencgmef»themuseeefwmalk'or»sbutte :“This is a very
stronrr mdlcatlon that the Chinese line of evolution was
from farmmg without domestic animals to farming with

- the addition of ammals 1f the Chmese had first been nomads -
and later settled down to farming, it is not likely that they
would have completely forgotten the use of milk. In.this
Way .the, Chinese differ from.the Hindus; <whose ancestors
wgére g‘undoubledlxy,.zonce,,pastoral herdsmen«vw;ho slater=be-
ca -e;farmers_,gnd\;.y,,dwellcrs.{The anc1ent Hindu litera-

ture refers to thls and the Chinese literature does not; -

The Hindus-use: milk: and, butter;-and. the:Chinese.do not;

and milk-and butter also have - 2 ceremonial- and rehglous
mgmﬁcance in India, but not.in China.

The._ farming:tools. of. these - Chmesevof«u;oo B.,c.-were -
: -stlll made of §t9—ng In. spxte of workmg with stone tools,

however the Chinese of this time qulte probably dug canals
and irrigated thelf crops. This technological point is of the
very greatest importance, because irrigation ‘makes: p0551b1e
gredter crops per acre, a-larger. populatlon -per square mile,
and a surplus of grain to feed people who live concentrated.
in cities and do not do thelr own farming. °’

There are several reasonsdor supposing that the. Chmese '
of -this_period. ~wWere- already successful.in.practicing.irriga-
. tion. The gentle gradient of the plain made it easy to con-
tro 'thé flow of water. Wells could also be dug, and did not
- have to be dug very deep, for irrigation “by the bucketful”
——a method still widely used in North,China. The earth
was deep, soft,. and without heavy stones, 0 that it could
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be worked even with stone and wooden tools. The climate
is uncertain enough.so that comparatively dry years are
common and very dry years not uncommon. This variability
would encourage irrigation for insurance agairst lack of
rain as well as for the reward of greater crops. The people
of that time had quite enough engineering knowledge to
practice irrigation, as is shown by the scale of this particular
city, the depth to which the great royal tombs were dug, and

~ the foundations of the - 1mportant buildings. It would not
have been practical to congregate in cities unless the annual
food supply was well assured.

While the peasants and some artisans worked with stone
tools, the aristocracy benefitéd by a technique in bronze-
working which was nothing less than magnificent. Their
chariots and the harness of their chariot horses were plated
with bronze; they had bronze helmets and armor, and bronze
swords. In addition, their skilled workers were able to cast
for them vessels of bronze that were both noble and delicate.
Some of the most beautiful art in all China’s long artistic
history dates back to this early period. The technique used
in casting was by no means primitive; molds were packed
around wax models which were burned away when the
molten bronze was poured in—the cire perdu method.

Some have suggested that the bronze-using aristocrats
must have been invaders from somewhere in Gentral Asia
who conquered the stone-using Chinese peasants. There
is nothing to prove this, in-what we know either of the social
system, the religion of the time, or anything else. The mak-
ing of brenze may have been discovered in China inde-
pendently of its discovery elsewhere, or it may have been
brought to China by the slow travel and trade and diffusion
of knowledge of the Stone Age; without the actual migra-

" tion of a conquering people.
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What is 1mportant in a hlstorxcal quesuon of thls kind -

s whether, by the time bronze appeared China already

had a*high culture and techmque based on the use of stone -

‘implements. China did'havea high stone- using techmque
when bronze became known euher by trade or by discovery, -
“and therefore was able to pass easﬂy to the technique of,
‘bronze. After that, the further use of metal was largely a
- question of the supply and transport-of raw material. Ques’”
tions like this are important in the history of all culture,
because a high technique can- “fertilize” a fechnique that
is already just high enough -but not omne that is too low.

Give a knife to a savage, and you do not automatxcally teach- -

h1m how to make metal knives. Even if he is very primitive,
he can get the idea of using the knife; but he has to have,
alfeady, a certain amount of technique in.ordér to be able
to get the idea of makmg one. The early white men .in

. “America soon taught the Indlans to use metal, but the

technology of the Indians was too backward, and that of
the white men growmg too fast, for the Indians to' be able
to create, in time, a metallurgy of theirown. - -

The use of bronze in China’can be traced to- about 2 500
B.C., when the New Stone Age was still flourishing. The
bronze culture of the Shang seems to have stemmed directly

-

. from these Neolithic roots. Metal replaced stone tools only

gradually, and in many cases stone and metal were used

used- m*Chmamunul .about 500.B.C.. , -

ozle by side for hundreds of years. Iron was_ ot generally‘

-yards away.: Mg_x;ggyer, parts of _Northwest Chma«;these

“The remarkable 2 _continuity in Chmese e history..is ev1- .
dence}by the fact that in some parts of China today you

~ can see a peasant actually cutting grain‘with a sickle whose

~ blade is identical in size and. shape, and used with the same
swing in cutting, , as a stone blade dug up perhaps a hundred

SR «u. SRS A
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very peasants live in caves dug into the soft earth, exactly
like thie caves dug thousands of years ago by the users of
the stone tools, except that the modern cave dwellers prefer
to dig int6 the side of an exposed cliff of earth, while the
ancient people dug from the top.

The Shang dynasty began about 1700 B.c. and ended
about 1100 B.c., although we cannot be sure of either date.
Both the rulers and their people were Chinese; that is,
their physical characteristics were like those of the Chinese
of the same region today. In spite of all the invasions and
conquests in Chinese history since the Shang period, there
has been no movement of people in great enough numbers
to swamp the original stock. Moreover, the original stock
had already been there for a long time. There is no con-
clusive proof that either the people or their rulers weére
migrants or invaders who had come from somewhere else.
" We do know that the Shang were frequently at war with
other people, people who were prc;bably very much like
themselves. There was nothing yet nearly as big, politically,

«as a Chinese nation. What the evidence indicates is a num-
ber of “tribal states,” each probably grouped about a strong-
hold like the “capital city” of the Shang. Among these
groups the Shang were almost certainly the most important
and powerful; but they were far from all-powerful, not
being able to subdue and unite all of their neighbors at
once. Power overwhelming enough to create a nation out

" of a group of states was not to emerge in China for many
hurdred years yet.

THE CHOU DYNASTY—AGE OF FEUDALISM

The Shang period in Chinese history was followed by
the Chou penod which lasted from about 1100 to 221 B.c.

. A
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The-Shang ‘were -conquered by. the Chou,, .asless_civilized
people living to.the west-in:what:is. nowéhensx _province.
The Chou ruled"the Chmese world. for gogﬁ':’giars, starting
Ca$E people w Who couid not even read and write and develop-
; 1ng a culture asrich and complex asany that has smce exxsted
in China. - o . :
_The.Chou were: not a forelgn or barbarian people ‘who
moved in on the Shang and conquered them. Thg_\l vere
also Chmese, developed from,the same.s rultuml antecedents
as tthSh*affg The Sh "ﬁg, on | ‘the i rlch eastern sxde of the loess
o
hxghlands merely began thelr advance to a higher stage
earlier, whereas the Chou, on the poorer and léss watered
- side, started to mature later and-must have been consrdered
by the Shang to be not barbarian but merely provmc1a1
They imitated the Shano but were still at a.comparatively.
crude-level when. theynbecame polmcally -ascendant-over -
the.Shang. " R - _—
. The Chou perlod is called by archaeoloorlsts the Bronze v
Age, because the use of bronze for weapons, utensils, and
implements, first learned by the Shang, reached its highest
‘development in Chou times. - s S .
The Chou- perxod is known to histerians. of Chmese cul-
“ture as the Classical Age and is compared-to the. Golden Age
of .Greece.. It’Rroduced such great_Chinese class1cs as the ,
" Book of History and the Book of Sonos which have molded
Chinese thought right up to the twentieth century. China’s -
great phllosophers——Confuclus, Mencius,. Lag:tze.and Mo- o
tze——belong to this time. -

¢ The, Chpu«permdvlkanownxto,soaal hlstorlans gs the Age %

5

R e it i
udalisr .inthe Chou era was g‘i’ldﬂllbtgdly
feudal |, o Itaisenot- dlfﬁcult to see how feudalism arose in °
China. In valley after valley of the loess highlands there

are areas admirably sulted toa feudal socrety, ’being néither

T
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too large nor too small, and easily defended in warfare of
feudal scale. The ease with which the loess soil of Chou
China could be irrigated led from a primitive mixed econ-
omy of hunting and farming to one of intensive agriculture,
Irrigation demanded co-operative organization, not only
for the digging of canals but also in order to regulate the
right of access to water and to defend community-owned
irrigation works. Irrigation made for greater crops to the
acre and greater population to the square mile. Granaries
were worth plundering and irrigation works were vulner-
able. The peaceful development of intensive agriculture had
therefore to be safeguarded by a warrior class; and as the
allotment of war service under the military chiefs had to
be co-ordinated with the division of collective labor in es-
tablishing and maintaining irrigation, the situation favored
the development of a territorial nobility monopolizing both
military and civil control.

Chou feudalism resulted in a sort of cellular structure of
society, each cell inciuding a garrisoned walled city for the
saféstoring of grain and the protection of the surrounding
countryside of small farms. The walled city was also ‘the
center of artisan crafts producing cloth, tools, utensils, and .
other commodities of trade for the countryside. These cells
had a radius of only thirty to sixty miles, a one- or two-day
journey by foot or cart, because transport of grain and every-

.day commodities was uneconomic at greater distances.

Long after the era of feudalism and right up to the
present day of modern communications, the Chinese coun-
trysxde retains some of the aspects of this.cellular structure.
" There are still walled towns which were originally built to
protect the neighboring farms from civil war and banditry,
towns that continue to store their farmers’ grain and supply
them with the manufactured goods they need.
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In: feudal Chl‘l;l%; as. in -feudal- Emope,wthe e al-unit it.c

' soverelgnty was not th the nation but- the domam  of the feudal
SSEE TS T S T A

lgrd o ée Chon emperors represented‘the'center of gravity™
of awidely spread culture but they did not rule an mtegrated
empire by direct administration of each terntory that com-,
posed it. All they could claim was the-allegiance, within,
~ the limits of feudahsm, of a number of ‘great nobles each
of whom clalmed in a similar way the allegiance of minor
‘nobles. The Chou rulers also had their own personal domiain
which they administered not as emperors but as  great feudal -
nobles. . . _— Ty i
The Chou capltal remamed m the west, near. whams now 47

.C. y
“western barbarrans who were still, presumably, what the

. 'Chou themselves had once been. Aftcr thls defeat the Chou "

centenof«rChma ‘: .- . :
The terram of thxs‘Great Plam ofrthe IOWcr YellowA szer

_ tould m maintain_himseif in 4 small v ‘?éﬁeywhich could be

easily defended, but the scale of -enterprise necessary on -,
the Great Plain, where no one feudal lord could mark off his
domains with a secure and-permanent frontier, meant that
feudal nobles had to act together, forming new and larger
combinations which i in time took the form of national states.
The loess valleys of Shensl bgagf a border domain, ruled
by a hereditary lme of.niobles Who W ere, 50,10, Speak,. war-
dens:of .the. Western Marche . Erom .this line devem

PRSI

Chou lme in the Sthird century B. c. and created anewand
much more cemrahzed emprre. , . “

-
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For the second part of the Chou period the records are
increasingly complete and the dates more and more certain.
“They record how the imperial power of the Chou declined
and how the feudal states became more and more inde-
pendent and fought each other for the control of the
weakling Chou emperors, who came to be confined to the -
north of Honan within a small domain that was much less
important than other states of China. Control of the Chou
emperor, however, did not mean a change of sovereignty.
At the same time there was a steady increase in the geo-
graphical area occupied by the Chinese culture and filled
with the events of Chinese history. This increase was particu-
& larly noticeable in the Yan ngtze valley In fact _the_wars be-
twe€Ti the states of the South in the Yangtze valley formed
for some centuries a series distinct from the similar wars
of the North, in the Yellow River valley. They led to the
« rise of the great state of Chu, founded near the junction of
the Han and Yangtze rivers, where Hankow now stands.
The rulers of Chu, it is related, derived from a follower of
the second Chou king, but the people were distinct from
the northern Chinese. Expanding down the Yangtze to the
coast, Chu conquered several other states and came to
dominate the’South before any one state had secured the
control of the North. Consequently the final devastating
cycle of wars that closed the Chou period took ¢n a double
character. It was not only the control of the North which
had to be settled, but the question whether China was to
center on the Yellow River or the Yangtze valley. Chin was
¢ the state that finally triumphed and united China as a single
~ *“empire.
Confucius, Mencius _and‘Laost_zc,.Lhe__fonndmg fathers”
‘ \FCM phllosophy,_all _belong_to_the_centuries_of un-

ending war and great social change in the second half of the
/ 4
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Chou perlod Since they appeared at 4 timé when the Chi- "
nese haﬁ aIready y'Had 7 high c1v1hzat10n for a loncr tlme we -

-

on.m

T e greatgst th;nkers We;—é%se who looked Wnto a

' past already rich in- monuments of thought—tradmon

hterature, religious and social institutions. In search of the

‘meaning of the events and problems of their times, they

~ selected from the past what they thought most sxgmﬁcant
and apphed it to the present. . .- . -

. Lao-tze, for mstance, bullt a phxlosophy of the forces of

s
nature partly out of ‘Chinese lore about-nature that was
already ancient. H1s,xghllosophy,bemm,.moreﬁph1iosoph1cal
‘than scientific, it has gathered to 1tse1f in_succeeding cen-
turiés a great deal of mysuc “in fact. popular Taoism
s A zww
(as “the phllosophv of Lao:tze 1s ¢ dxstmculshed r
. from iearned Taoism, is-a vast reposuory of magic and
‘nfiracles. ‘In its present form it includes a great deal that
_has been borrowed from Confucianism and Buddhism,and
" redecorated with supernatural legends. St REERN
K The philosophy of Confucius was congerned with. human
elationships; he souOhtt STEGUE duniform et_ 1cal sxslem
pup— Scagew -;;&f'zg* o i "
v1dualu~the famlly, an the_state. Smce hie Tived

* for the-
périod:? When - the positions and functtons of the in-

\

in a‘
dividual,'the family, and the state were all-changing, and
. *.since he reinterpreted old views and traditions and put his_
N emphams on new tendencies that eventually ceased to be-
tendencies and became prevailing standards, his.teaching:
won 2 place. 3? thoﬁclassmal sanction, ofﬁthe-.(lhmese social -

systemmﬂauo se.of hls.,teachm was,,;he subordmahon of |
K women ;to men the respon51b111ty of the Son | to Ahe ,ather T4
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Kand the authority of the father over the son; and the parallel
between the state and the family, with the sovereign in -
patriarchal authority over the family of the nation and the
hierarchy of officialdom graduated like a vast family struc-
ture of elder and younger sons and brothers.

Some of the materials collected by _Confucius, already
ancient in his time, were poems and folklore. Society, the
family, marriage, the relation of the sexes, and the owner-
ship of property, long before the time of Confucius, had
not always been what Confucius ideally thought they should
be. Consequently, in the Confucian classics—as they now
stand and are traditionally interpreted—there are many
passages which have become as far removed from their an-
cient context as some of the passages of the Old Testament.
The chapter headmgs of The Song ¢ ot;SQlomon in the King
Jantés version of the Bible, as compared with the ancient
Hebrew content of The Song of Solombon itself, are a'good
iparallel.
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The CHmesie Empire .-

IN.THE yea 221 B.C. the last of Chma s mdependent feud
_, kmgdoms fell before the Chin.emperorShih, Huang T, .th
great-conqueror, and China-was-united.as.a. single.empire. /
that time Rome and Carthage were fighting each other in tt
Punic-Wars arid Carthage had not yet beén destroyed. Tt
imperial form of government lasted in China from 221 3.
until 1911 A.p. Thus China (despite many invasions an
intérnal wars) has a-history of acontinuing form of gover
ment over more than two thousand years. Compare this te
ord with that of the westerfi world: in the same period tt
center of interest in western history moved from Italy -t
France, to Spain,'to England, to_the Atlantic and to Nort
“America. The history of China may,seem by.contrast to.t
,shut.in.and stagnant. Yet China-in fact had its own histor
of.inner development and we need only to know the mai
facts of this developmient in order to appreciate their dr
-matic interest and their significance i in the chronicle of mar
kmdasawhole L T
Chin Shih. Huang m?glven t06, much credlt when, he
called. th&un! ifier.of of China..What he really did was to. destrc
~-the"kind of feudal strength which enabled the variot
regional Chinese kingdoms to live in independence an
: : : A% : N
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disunity; but the overwhelming military striking power
which he developed was not matched by an equal holding
power in transport, economic organization, and -political
administration. His military stronghold had been in_the
northwestern coraer of China. From this corner he had
pushed inward on the rest of Chma shatterlng not only the
political structure but the social order ‘of Chinese feudalism.

" After his death, his conquests fell apart and a chaotic
period ofinternal war followed; but it is interesting to see
how the Chinese were unable to get out of this chaos by
returning to feudalism (although some of their leaders tried -
to). They could only go forward by putting together again
the kind of empire which Ghin Shih Huang Ti had trled
to create, only doing it better. ,

It is also interesting to note that when the building of
an empire was done over again it had to be done from the
heart of the country, not from _the corner where Chin Shih
Huang Tihad begun.

THE HAN DYNASTY

The new empire was that of the Han dynasty which lasted
frg_n__l__ggé_n,c,_tg 221 A.p. There was-a short break in the
middle of this dynasty when a usurper seized the throne in
the year g B.C., and this break divides the period as a whole
between the Earlier or Western Han and the Later or East-
. ern Han. The founder of the Han dynasty came from the

¢ low, flat country of the Huai River valley, midway between
the Yellow River and the Yangtze. Geographically, he was
able to consolidate his power because he stood between the
remnants of the feudal kingdoms in the North and those in
the South. Sacially and politically he came to power because
he was not anﬂggis‘tocratii noble aZtempting to Ir)estore feudal-

——
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ism, but a man who had once been a petty official and at
another time an outlawed bandit. This experience gave him
the advantage of knowing something about government at
the level where government in China has always been most
important—the government of the village and the district
—and the_advantage of knowing at frst hand the people
who were most difficult to govern—the outlaws who had
been driven into banditry by the breakdown of the old form
of government. He built up his military power by organiz-
ing his original bandit following into a regular army that
steadily grew larger and larger, and he built his political
power by placing subordinates and relatives in each eco-
nomic area where he gained control. Only when he had
mastered the rest of China did he make his final campaign.
This brought him_into_the_strategic northwest corner and
here he made_his capital; but once in this corner he did not
have to leave it again in order to crush the rest of China, but
could use it as a point of vantage from which to watch over
and consolidate his conquests and his empire.

This northwest corner had many advantages. The capital
A ity of Changan—now called blan——stoocf'~ in a broad plain

where the Wex and several smaller rivers flow to join the
Yellow River. Crops raised in this plain provided food for
‘the imperial garrisons; and the Yellow River to the east and
the Tsingling mountains to the south furnished defenses
which made it difficult for rebel armies raised in other parts
of China to attack the imperial capital suddenly.

With this position overlooking the rest of China, the Han
emperors were also well placed to watch the Mongolian and
Central Asian frontiers. Here the Yellow River, -swinging
upward in its great northern loop, formed a frontier as vital
to the Han Empire as the Danube was to the Roman Em-

pire: Beyo tontier were tribes as troublesome to the
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Chmese as the trxbes of Huhgary were to the Romans. There

was no great profit in conquering these tribés. “Frade with
them was proﬁtable in its way, but not vitally necessary;

- conquest cost more than it was worth, bécause the dry plains

of Mongolia were not good for farming and therefore not

‘good for the land tax based on farming values, which was,

~ -

the-basic state revenue in China.

Out of this. situation grew,an : age:] loncr uneasy relations}np

etWem the settled Chinese, and thelr nomad,neighbors in
Central ia u‘w_frgehawAl.umcs,th_C_Ll_n_gg_e_f_e_lgiorced
to send out expeditions to break the growing military power
of the nomad tribes, but they learned to aveid such.actions
as far as they possibly could. It cost a great deal to send out.
expedmons and_ the .results ‘were never decisive. The
nomads, being nomads, could always pack up their tents,
drive _away thelr flocks and herds, and move to almost un-
limited distances. Then, as the Chinese armies withdrew,
the tribal horsemen would harass their retreat. The Chi-
nesé, like the Romans, used other mettiods whenever they
could. They hired warriors from small tribes.to serve as
auxiliaries in the Chinese army against the greater tribes.
They subsidized one tribal chief to fight against another.

Another method of keepmg the peace along the border-
and beyond was to encourage trade. Many modern writers'
have completely misunderstood the nature of this trade.
The Chinese were not searching for new markets in order
to dispose of their surplus production. On the whole, Chi-
nese trade was well balanced. There was*ho mass. produc;
tion, making the cost of each unit cheaper and cheaper.
Generally speaking, most regions in China produced and
consumed just about what they needed. A more important
drivingforce behind the expansion of Chinese trade into’
Central Asm was the need to prowde barbarxan chleftams
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with an opportunity to buy what they needed so that they
would not attack China on plundering raids. A convenient
device for arranging this trade was to allow the barbarians
to send parties to China which were politely called “em
bassies.” These embassies brought with them what was con-
ventionally called “tribute”—gold dust, fine horses, and
other products of the barbarian lands. In return for thls
“tribute” they received from the Chinese court * ‘presents”
of silk and other things which China produced. In addition,
of course, the members of these parties did a great deal of
private'buying and selling. What they took back with them
they sold and bartered to other barbarian tribes. It was in
this way that such things as silk from China eventually
reached markets as far away as the Roman Empire.

There grew up also, along the border, mixed peoples who
were partly Chinese.and partly “tribal barbarians.” These
peoples would sometimes serve the Chinese in fighting
against the barbarians and at other times would join with
the tribesmen in raids against China. Some of the most
famous Chiriese generals came from these mixed border peo-
ples; some were out-and-out tribesmen who served as pro-
fessional Chinese fighting vaen. In fact, there were a num-
ber of celebrated warriors who were sometimes generals on
one side and sometimes on the other.

China’s wary policy of alternate war and negotiation
along the northern frontier was balanced by a steady expan-
sion of the Chinege themselves beyond the Yangtze valley.
Here the Chinese came in contact with weaker people who
were partly hunters and fishermen, partly cultivators of lit-
tle patches of farms in the midst of the jungle and forest.
These peoplecould be rather easily absorbed by the Chinese
—"turned into Chinese.” 'This assimilation is undoubtedly

ne reason.why. the greatest variety of Chinese dialects is
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1 found to thls day in the South and, espec;allv alon ng. the south-
gastern coast. Lhese.dialects.are.to some.extent like histori-
cal-tide.mazks;.they show the different periods at Wthh
various people, ongmally speaking-non-Chinese:languages,
ac}__p,gggl ne lan uage_and the:Chinese culture as a
In the Han period polmcal centrahzatlon reorganiza-
ion, and expansion was accompanied.by cultural . standardl-yq
zation.and_new._cultural. advances.. Iustwbefore,:the Han
period the Chinese had begun to write with brushes in-
stead of pointed instruments and this innovation was ac-
.companied, or closely followed, by the invention of paper.
This new practice naturally led to modifications in the
forms of the written characters. An even more important’
invention followed: the-Chinese-began-to.reproduce books
. by.printing. At first they.carved.a.whole page of:a.book on a
" block of wood; later they added the 1mprovement of mov-
able type. -
- - These-inventions, coming one after another, had impor-
tant elfects. The new way of writing changed the shapes of
the written characters and printing standardized and per-
petuated not only the shape and .number of the:brush
strokes in each character, but also the whole body of the
Chinese classical literature. and history. Instead of copied
manuscnpts containing mnumerable variations, a _perma-
nent standard could be fixed. This opportumty gave enor-
mous impdrtance t6 the editorial work of the Han period,
which were printed the first “deﬁmuve edmons of the
o\issms, .the“first dictionary, and the. first encyclopedlc his-
of China.
One- ofwthe—mostwlmper{ant~fcu1turalidevelopments of the
Han-~period was.the.penetration-of-Buddhism-into.China. -
This was the first impact on Chinia of a sophisticated body of

’

r
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ideas developed within another.culture, that_of India, and
the first appearance of a religion institutionalized apart from
boih the family and the state. For centuries Chinese pil-
grims made arduous journeys to India, not only to visit the
holy places but to obtain authoritative copies of the Bud-
dhist scriptures. Until Chinese students began to go to Eu-
/<ope and America, Buddhism was the only authoritative

source of ideas which Chinese thought it worth leaving their
wn country to study._
- .

" HOW DYNASTIES ROSE AND FELL

The Han dynasty collapsed in disorder. This collapse
brings us to one of the key problems of all Chinese history:
why dynasties fell and how new dynasties arose. It has al-
ways been fashionable to look for the explanation in the

. difference between “strong” emperors and “weak” emper-
ors. In order to understand history as something more pro-

qefound than the accidents of personality, we need to go a
good deal further. We therefore interrupt the narrative of
history in the interest of illumination.

Economic control in China has always been dependent
on the ownershlp of land Harvested gram has been the
has been the standard of state power; stored grain has been
the measure of capacity to maintain garrisons and armies.
There has always been, in fact, a conflict between the power
of the state to levy taxes and the power of the landowner to
collect rent—both rent and taxes being, in hard economic
fact, simply the surplus part of the grain harvest which was
not actually used up in feeding the peasants who cultivated
the land. When the state was strong it could collect all the
tax revenue it needed, by preventing the landlords from
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taking for themselves too largea share of the produce of
the land in the form of rent. When the landlords were strong -
they were ‘able to'defy or evade the power of the state, stand- -
_ing between the peasants and the government and siphon-
ing off as private rent revenue the wealth the land produced.
Conflict over this one overwhelmingly i important form of '
wealth took a peculiar form because. the rent-collecu?g
landlord and the. tax-collecting. government official were .
- often one and the same man..China has’always been a coun- .
try in which' financial activity has required an enormous
/ﬁmount of bookkeeping. The -importance-of, i rlgauon in
"Chinese -agriculture has.. .a.great. deal: 0.do 1 wnh thls As..
.Americans who live in California- and other states “where
irrigation is important. are well aware, ifrigated farmmor
means that the . ownershlpaofg_water.,rlchtswls .even more
) 1mportant than the ownership of land.. Irrlgatxon demands
careful calculation and the keeping -of Compllcated ac-
- counts to show who is entitled to how much water at what
" .time and in what place. When the chief revenue of the gov-
ernment is from taxes calculated according to the produc-
tivity of farming land, both the tax roll and the rent roll are
intimately connected with the keeplnor ‘of these records. -
One of the most striking things about .the culture of
~ China is the mtrlcacy and dlﬂ‘icultv of the Chmese _written
languace It is" very probable that Chinese writing (11]\6
Eg%n wrmng) was purposely developed from a-very
early perlod ina 2 way to mal\e 1t as dlﬂicult as possxble be-'

_ controllmg the allotments of water and the appor"tioning
of rent and taxes. Even if this opinion may be called specu-
lative, we do at least know that in working practice the

" Chinese written }anguage has-always been so difficult that

 to.acquire 2 good education demanded more time and hard -

S . ¢ . = ’
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work than in any western culture. Ordinarily, therefore, the
son of a leisured landlord in China had a much better
chance for an education than the son of a poor tenant. More-
over, the same ability to keep records and accounts that
made it profitable to be a landlord was an essential qualifi-
cation for the servant of the state who collected taxes..

The son of a landlord, accordingly, not only had the pleas-
ant prosnect of inheriting the family land; he also had a
much better chance than the average man of rising to a high
position in the service of the government. It can easily be
seen how this worked out in practice. Most higher officials
were members of landowning families. Rather than in-
flict supertaxes on wealthy landlords, they were inclined
to allow the landlords to keep their wealth by shifting the
burden of taxation to the peasant, the very man who also
had to provide the wealth of the landlord by paying rent.
The process was one which easily could be carried and
frequently was carried to the point of driving the peasant
from poverty to worse poverty and finally to intolerable
poverty. This explains why, in the long course of Chinese
history, we periodically find the same phenomenon: a
“prosperous” country, a civilized, sophisticated, and lavish
court; families of great wealth and culture scattered over
the country—and then, in the course of a few years, an
appalling collapse into_the wildest. confusion marked by
savage peasant rebellions. Out of these rebellions arose
warriors and adventurers who seized power by the sword,
without any reliance on the civilized and philosophical
standard preached in the Chinese classics.

Once power had been seized by such men, however, they
needed steady revenue to keep their power going. The war
lord who succeeded in bringing into his service scholars who

’
*
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could keep the records of a government administration was _‘
therefore the war lord iost likely to succeed in founding a
new and stable dynasty When he had done 5o, the old cyc]ev

bly, the scholar-landlord Whlle he builca governgment serv-
ice for the new dynasty, he also founded a landed estate for -
himself and his heirs.’ : ' )
~ In.the years of confusion before and after the fall of the
Han dynasty in 221 A. \.D. we can also see other notable factors
at work. Chinese emperors, tryi g to keep the upper hand
over . the Tandlords who were both their servants and their
*competitors, tried towork out a number-of, combined, socral
~ political, .and. economic. dev1ces._*0ne such device.was the
“institution.of.eunuchs..A landlord’s family tendéd to grow
more powerful generation by generation. A eunuch, unable
to found a family; was first and foremost the servant of the
emperor and could serve him not only at court but in the
government. No one device, however, can make the ‘mo-
nopoly of power secure and permanent. Eunuchs,,played a -
siniste part.in.Ghinese history.: They were far from being’ -

Cwae R

the sole’cause of bad government, but they were always at
their worst when bad government had already set Jn for
other reasons. «

Whenever 1ocal rich men began to mcrease in actual
power their ambition led them to mtercept as much as pos-
sible of the land revenue at its source and’ prevent it from.
reaching the capital. In so doing they,ran the risk’of being
investigated and punished by the imperial authorities. Ac-:
.cordingly, they felt much safer if the emperor personally
‘was weak and indecisive, or if he was surrounded by corrupt
officials and palace attendants..Men at court who could be

easily corrupted by money were thus the natural allies of
. ' 1atu
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men throughout the country who were interested more in
local wealth and power than in the stability of the natlon as
a whole. '

As this alliance worked out in practical terms, it is obvious
that the time which offered the most tempting opportuni-
ties to all who were eager to grasp personal power was the
period when a new emperor had succeeded to the throne
and had not yet been able to assert his own personality or
to master the administrative details of government. How
could such periods be prolonged for the benefit of those who
were interested? If the new emperor was already a grown
man, one obvious device was to intoxicate him with the per-
sonal aspects of his new power so that he would never begin
the hard work of really mastering the essentials of power.
If he could be distracted with luxury and pleasure, the real
power would remain in the hands of men who already knew
how to use it. Toward the emperor these functionaries
would only have to be obsequious, providing him with
whatever he needed for his pleasure; toward the rest of
China they could be as arrogant and exacting as they
pleased. Eunuchs had more opportunity than anyone else
to corrupt an emperor in this way, because of their intimate
access to him and to the women's apartments.in the palace.

Even wider and more lasting opportunities for corrup-
tion were provided when the new emperor was an infant.
During the years of his minority anything could be done in
his name by those who held the power of regency. The ex-
tremes of corruption were reached—and here again the
eunuchs were sinister and convenient instruments—when a
boy emperor was prematurely debauched to such an extent
that he would never become a determinéd and responsible
man even when he grew up, or when his death was contrived
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before he assumed power, so that he could be succeeded by
another infant and the period of regency prolonged. - = .

Such factors as these, have béen important throughout’
Chinese history, but the very fact that Chinese history pro-
v1des such a crowded gallery both of able, far-srghted pro-
gressive, and heroic figures and -of selfish, treacherous, and
ignoble figures ought to put us on our guard agamst inter- -
preting the whole history of a vast country, a rich culture, -
and a people of unlimited energy and creative potentiality
in terms solely of mdxvrdual personality. This method ‘has
* biased too many Chinese hlstorlans and commentators. and
it is especially tempting to western ‘students who pick-their
_ way through the crowded pages of China’s chronicles.

., Fora better proportloned understandmg of China’s his-
tory as a whole it is necessary to, keep the important ﬁgures i
‘of,each, period.in focus.against.the-physical background of

. heir tlme—ghe geography 1 15 t]
ural units, the trade routes s and lines of communication.

If we do thls, we soon discover that the rise and fall of .
dynastiés was not srmply a questlon of altematrng ‘periods. .
of good’| government and bad g government. ’Thrs alternation
was just a process within another and even larger process—- ,,
. the growth of the Chinese culture and the spread of the Chl-
nese people -

"The,Chinesé people and, the1r _culture have always,“had a
tendency to spread 1 beyond | the Aimits of the Chinese state,
In‘t}‘l\e north, in Mongoha and Central Asia, powerful bar-
barran tribes were affected by the culture of the Chinese and

sssiany e -
éven by,their pohtlcal ideas; but_ because these people lived-
by the herdinig of animals ‘and not by Cultivating the soil, -
they could not become identical with the Chinese and could
not merge with them. Even in Central Asia, where there-

. A o
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were many oases making rich farming.communities pos-
sible, deserts between the oases made it impossible for the
farming communities to amalgamate together' in great
masses, as in China.

- In the south, the Chinese were a colomzm(r and civilizing
people Here they found a country of hills, jungles, lakes,
and small, rich, but as yet undeveloped plains. This coun-
try was inhabited by what the people of a later time would
have called “native tribes.” The Chinese penetrated among
them as groups of adventurous people carrying withthem a
hlgher political techmque of group organization. They set-
tled among the native tribefyféught those who resisted them,

“ " others to the Chinese way of

THE SIX DYNASTIES

Now we resume the narrative that was interrupted at the
end of the Han dynasty in 221 A.D. One of the reasons for its
Kgol]apse was that the polmcal structure of G China as a whole
was no longer able to handle efficiently the _geographical

sf.’iffd of the Chmese people and their culture
There followed a period of no less than three and a half
centuries during which the area of the Chinese culture re-
verted to a system of smaller pohtlcalm this
PETiod Was 1ong, it was fot stable Tnlierently, the culture
szas so uniform that it really needed a political structure
apable of filling the whole geographical area; but the search
for such a structure needed generations of conflict, during
ich cultural and polifical progress could only very grad-

ually overtake the destructiveness of war,

~ First, there was the half century of the Three Kingdoms.
}(— his. was a_period of breakup. Its Yomantic, heroic, and

b AT R A
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res about\whom the tales and legends have
never died in China, were not men of a new time, but essen-
tially meni of the once great and now decayed:and fallen
age of Han. Each of the Three Kingdoms represented.a nat- -
' eographic,region.. In:the-North, based.on:the;middl
inheriting the frontier prob]emr

c‘scw“m % T oy i

g om fShu Alond the mxddle 5

_Réontmued to ) grow, even in times of chaos. Frdm. the kingf
" dom of Shu,’they penetrated what is now thé province of
Yunaan, and even Burma; from the kingdom of Wu they
' mtze, colonizing and c1vxhzmg ,
among tribes that had not yet become Chinese. Thus from N
the point of view of internal politics the perlod of the'Three
Kingdoms was one of dxsmtegratlon from the point of view

" o S iy
' of the Spread of Chmese culture, 1t Lwas, a‘,perlgd*gf,,contmu-
. mg expansion. : , -~

Outof these kingdotns grew others. The wars s of the North’ ,
followed a course that is in itself one of the great recurring. -
_themes of Chinese history. Out of the kingdoms of Wei and

Shu there grew a kingdom or emp1re-called Chin. In its
wars with the northern barbarians, this kingdom was de-

. feated and recoiled; in its wars with the center of China it .
was- victorious and expanded. It began with a. capital at «
Loyang on the 'Yellow River and ended with a capxtal at
Nanking on the lower, Yangtze. '

As Chin receded from the north,-it was replaced, toward
the end of the fourth century, by an empire. called Wel of

[
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nomad barbarian origin, with the tribal name of Toba.
Here again the histotical pfocess lias T douible aspect: in one
sense the political frontiers of the Chinese weére being
_pushed _to the south by barbarian conquest; in another
tsense the cuitural frontlers of the Chmese were being-ex-
{panded far to the north and northwest by the conquerors,
“who rapidly became more and more Chinese in their cul-
"tural and social .characteristics. _

The Wei dynasty is notable in_the artlsuc history of
China; its colossal Tock carvings in ‘what are now the prov-
inces of Shansi and Hornan are monuments of the Buddhist

. religion that bear strongly the mark of Indian culturd; and
this Indian influence, in turn, carries a distqrted'bug_un—
mistakable reflection of the Greek influences that had pene-
trated deeply into Central Asia and northwest India through
the conquests of Alexander the Great. )

. The Wei dynasty fell in 489; in the meantime 2 number
of smaller states had grown up on the Yangtze and south of
the Yangtze. For this reason the period of the fifth and sixth
centuries as a whole is known as the Period of Division
<:etween North and South. The kingdom of Sung had its

capital at Nanking from 420 to 477 It was succeeded, at the
ame capital, by the dynasties of Chi (479-501); Liang (502
557); and Chen (557-580)- _

Looking at this period as a whole it is easy to think of
brief and turbulent little kingdoms, each in a shrunken
geographical territory, battling each other in all directions
to the detriment of all cultured and orderly life. Yet in fact
this time was one also of growth and discovery. New tech-
niques of organization and power were being tested against
each other. This was one of the periods in which..Bud-

dhism flourished in China; not only as a religion but as a
£ . e A
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social and&pohncgﬂdﬁgg;ce Its monasuc commumues were
1mportant in advancing the techniques of a collective econ-
omy. Although they did not have the family type of Hered-,"
ity, from father to son, they did have corporate continuity.
They made possible the pooling of individual knowledge
and skill; they held large tracts of land; thelr farming was
. prosperous, and procrressxve -and they carried on the gteat
Chinése engineering techniques of irrigation, drainagé, the
prevention of floods, and the building of transport canals.

In the South, though the successive kmgdoms were small, .

their cultural contacts were wide ranging. Near Nanking

- can still be seen tomb sculptures of the little kingdom of
Liang which are a strlkmg departure from the class1ca1 tra-
ditions of China; in spite of unsettled conditions, the trade
and cultural exchange of the lower Yangtze valley at this
time reached far into Indo-Chma and Siam (the modern.
- Thailand). ,, : . 2 -

It was in the, North,ahowehvermthat.thﬁe,n ew.center. of
gravity for the whole of China came to be fixed. War in the
North was not only repetmve war between the same kinds
of armies. The Chinese of the North had to contend against
the Tomads of the steppe, from whom they learned cavalry
tactics and wide and rapid maneuver. At the same time they .
fought against the kingdoms of the South, the land of rivers
and of flooded rice paddies, which slowed down the move-
ment of all troops, especially mounted troops. Warfare here
dépended on the holding of. strategic regions, commanded
by big garrisoned cities, provxsloned by transporting grain
in barges along rivers and canals whxch had a double stra-
thIC significance, economic as well as mlhtary The engi-~
neering which was here essential to successful warfare was
equally essentlal ine govemment and admxmstratnon.

. -
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THE SUI DYNASTY—UNITY AND COMMUNICATIONS

Knowing how the wars of the Six Dynasties developed
administrative, martial, and technical skills makes it easier
to understand the new large-scale unification of China
which began under the Sui dynasty. The Sui dynasty is rem-
iniscent of the Chin dynasty, which lasted only from 255~
206 B.C., though of course it represented the imperial ex-
pansion of a smaller kingdom which had lasted for much
longer. The Sui dynasty crystallized out of a long prepara-
tory period of warfare. Its capital was first at Changan
(modern Sian) and later -at Loyang, that other classical
center of the development of Chinese culture, just east of
the great bend of the Yellow River.

The startling rapidity of the Sui unification of China,
after so many centuries of inconclusive regional warfare,
was due to the combination of two factors. From its position
on the northwestern rim of agricultural China, the Sui state
used the mobility and striking power of an army hardened
in the tradition of frontier war against the nomads. The
great'range of the Sui armies was demonstrated in a success-
ful invasion of Korea. : '

In the heart of agricultural China, however, the Sui dy-
nasty was able to seize power because it came at just the right
time to exploit a major technique which was the common
heritage of all the agricultural Chinese. This was the heri-
tage of hydraulic engineering. Hitherto the engineering
work of irrigation, flood prevention, drainage canals, and
transport canals had been carried on within natural regional
compartments—the Wei valley in Shensi; the Fen valley in
Shansi; the lower Yellow River valley, of which Loyang was
then the most commanding capital; the wide, flat, valley of

¥
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the Hual w1th its marshes and lakes, intermediite bétween ‘
the Yellow River and the Yangtze; and.the lower Yangtze, -
whose natural capltal was Nankmg The time had now come
‘when all of these regions dould be Jomed'\and held together -
-by putting in a new connecting canal section; and this was
the work’of the Sui dynasty, which first jeined up China’s®
fabulous Grand Canal as a trunk system running through

. a number of canal networks. This made it possxble to co-

_ordinate the collectlon( of grain taxes and thé mamtenance--
of key garrisons in all the major f food producmg reclons

The Sui dynasty fell. as suddenly as it had risen; but -
Chma did not fall "apart again. This also can be 51mply
explalned The Sui dynasty had the kind of mlhtary power
which could only bé developed on the nomad frontier of
northern China; but it turned mward against the r1ch agri-
cultural heart of China before it had full control of the:
nomad ffbntier. This move left it vulnerable to any military
~ pretender who had a greater command of the same kind of
military power. Thus the Sui dynasty was supplanted by'one.
of its own ‘generals, who founded one of the most brilliant

and long-lived of-all Chinese dynastles, that of Tan&whlch

(l\asted flom 618 toqo7/ - K .

THE CHINESE EMPIRE '

- t
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- ~//THE TANG DYNASTY

»’,

The power of the Tén_g dynasty resteé on'a éombination, )
even’better than had existed in Han tiinesr-between China’s
northern frontier land, along the Great Wall, and the-agri-

- cultural heart ot the country, The modern Mongol tribes
'of Mongolia had at that time not yet come into being..North
of the Great Wall and in Chmese Central Asia the domi-

nant language and culture was Turkish..Some of the mod-

ern l\’ongol mbes are m,part descended from the Tutks.

“~
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In the most eastern part of Mongolia and a large part of
what are now China’s Northeastern Provinces the tribes
were mainly of the Tungus group, among whose later de-
scendants were the Manchus. The Tang dynasty had a com-
plicated system of alliances among the Turkish and Tungus
tribes. Chiefs of the tribes nearest to the Great Wall were
given Chinese princesses in marriage and treated as “kins-
men” of the.Chinese emperor, and their tribes gradually
became perméated with a good deal of Chinese culture.
They furnished cavalry contingents to China and they pros-
pered by trade with China on favorable terms.

Beyond these tribes, in the northern parts of what are
now the Northeastern Provinces, Outer Mongolia, Chinese
Turkistan, and spreading far into Siberia and Russian Cen-
tral Asia, were other tribes which the Chinese never either
conquered outright or joined to themselves in a system of
stable alliance and trade. Backed by a strong Chihese gov-
ernment and administration, the neareér tribes were quite
willing to fight, when necessary, against the more distant
tribes, in spite of the fact that these “outer barbarians” were
more akin to them in language and cultite than were the
Chinese. The situation was in many ways comparable to
that of the Roman Empire during the long period when in
Germany and along the Danube groups of Germanic and
Slavic tribes functioned as “auxiliaries” of the Roman Em-
pire, defending its inland European frontiers against more
distant and more barbarian Germans and Slavs. At the Chi-
nese court, as at Rome, there were also “Praetorian” guards
recruited mainly-from barbarians, who ocusnomlly dom-
inated the emperor and the court.

As long as the dynasty flourished, the stability of the
frontier system made prosperity stable within China. Irri-
gation works, well kept up, provided surplus harvests.
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Cheap transportatlon of grain by canal made possible an
artificial center of gravity for the emplre as a whole. The
7 natural etonomic center of gravity,was in the Yangtze val-
> ey, which produced the greatest harvests and also such
commodities as tea (which first became generally used in
China under the Tang dynasty) and silk and. porcelain. The
atural political center of gravity lay in the Yellow River -
vallev, because of the military power drawn from,the north-
. lern frontier. By the use of the Grand Canal system, the eco-
- Inomic center of gravity was pulled northward and com-
sined with the political center of gravity at the Tang capital.
~ With the natural wealth of China both protected and
controlled in this- manner, progress of many kinds became
ossible. It was in this period that the Chinese system of a
civil service.based.on literary examinations reached its full -
:elogment. Complex_administration demanded an im-
. mense amount of bureaucratic paper work. The difficulty of '
the Chinese written language meant that anyone who could
read and write at-all was pracucally assured of crovernment
employment. A bureaucracy of this kind naturally tended to -
- evolve-its own elite, and the standard of the elite was inevi- =
tably a literary standard. The more difficult, involved, so-.
phisticated, phllosophlcal and poetic the-language that a
man could handle in written form, and the more he could
train his memory to draw on a vast store of quotation and
‘precedent, the higher the post which he could hope to at-
tain. Thus philosophy and literature came 'to be in fact
mainly a by-product of the personnel of ‘povernment and-
civil service—just as, until quité recent times, the ability of
Englishmen to write verse in Greek and Latin was inthe
main a by-product of Oxford and Cambrxdge education for
the cream of the British and Indian Tivil services.
Inevitably, the young man who did not have to earn his -

-




g2 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

living had a better chance to study for higher and more
difficult examinations. This practical fact meant that in
spite of the nominally “democratic” form of the Imperial
Examinations, which were first systematized in the Tang
dynasty, the higher bureaucracy became in fact semiaristo-
cratic and semihereditary.

The Tang period was one in which China was by no
means a closed world. Because of the way that politics and
strategy were balanced between China and Central Asia, the
deep inland frontier of China was more important for trade
and cultural transmissions than was the coast. There was a
fresh infusion of Buddhism from India, and Manicheism,
Zoroastrianism, and Nestorian Christianity reached China
ihrough Central Asia, The town and oasis of Turfan in
Chinese Central Asia could well be called the Shanghai of
this period. Here many communities of foreigners lived to-
gether in the city and yet apart in quarters of their own.
Each community kept its own way of worship, its own cos-
tume and its own language. Because of the dry desert air,
striking relics of this period have been preserved—manu-
scripts in many strange languages, and wall paintings in -
caves the colors of which have not faded. Following a hu-
man habit that seems to be universal, painters of religious
frescoes often incorporated portraits of their patrons in
religious scenes, and thus we have even visual evidence of
the many kinds of people that thronged around the western
gates of China.

Buddhism, introduced into China at t tb@_bcgmnlngof the

an dynasty, attained its_highest development_and influ-
ence under the Wei kingdom and the Tang dynasty. Partly
this was because in these centuries there was relatively
free and safe travel to India through Central Asia, where
Buddhism also flourished at this time. Partly it was because

~
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Buddhlsm had an even greater surv1va1 v1ta11ty as a church
than as a body of ideas. This was the period in which the

. Buddhlst church, through its monasterles, flourished as a
property-ownmg institution. As in medieval’ Europe the
‘monasteries managed to establish the legal concept of im-
personal corporations, entitled to own property, to be neu-
tral in periods of war, and to be exempt from taxation:,
T heir wealth and their neutrahty enabled the monasteries”
to patronize pamung, sculpture, and scholarshlp, butasin -
Europe, their immunities led eventually to conflict between

~ them and the'state. In times of war and invasion great pri-
vate landholders were polmcally conspicuous. They had to
‘take one side or the other, and as a consequence they.alter-.
‘nated between great power and sudden ruin. Only the
church as a whole tended to grow more and.more wealthy)
.though of course individual monasteries were occasionally
despoiled of their land and revenues, or even plundered.

- Many private landholders madeover their lands to some
powerfu} monastery, in order to secure immunity:- o

' Inevitably, when the Tang dynasty came to the height of
its power, it had to reduce the power and immunities of the-
church, both in order to-increase its own revenues and to
reward the families which had supported the dynasty and
Tisen to power } with:it. The result was a persecution. of the
"church and a conﬁscauon of its lands from which’ Buddhlsm
in China never recoverea. Buddhism survived as'a cult, but
Confucianism.was restored to supremacy. as the philosophy
of the state ‘and the basis for the training, in thought and

' pohucs, of .the .bureaucracy, whose most important mem- ~
bers were of landlord origin. In the meantime, however,
Buddhism had spread from China ‘to Japan, which bor-
rowed more copiously from China in the Tang period’ than

v

at any other.time. ) - ~
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Of the Central Asian rehglons whxch entered Chma in’
the Tang period, Nestorian Christianity appears not to have
spread beyond. the communities of forelgn merchants, but
Mohammedanism established itself permanently In Soutk
fand Southwest China, *Mohammedamsm was carried by
Arab traders who came by. the sea route-around ! Singapore.
In Northwest China the first Moslenis included, besides
ltraders, Central Asian and perhaps even Persian and Arat
mercenaries i the pay of the Tang emperors. Many of these

ere glven lands and settled permanentlx in Chma, with
Chinese wives. s
Cosmopolite mﬂuences and the -revival. of Confucmn
learning in Tang China interacted to create great pamtmg
- great sculpture and above all great poetry. Of these it is the
" poetry that has been most highly régarded in Chma evel
since; it is Elizabethan in its /profuseness and in 1ts combl
nation of lyricism and tracrcdy ’

N

THE FIVE, DYNASTIES BN

When the Tang dynasty decaved it deca _yed both from

. within the country and from the frontier. Within the coun-

try there was a repetition of the 6ld and already well- -known

,phenomenon. powerful officials enriched thelr own fam-

ilies; these families, usurping local authorlty as dominant

landlords, appropriated to themselves the revenue of the

"land in the form of rent, diminishing - the flow of revenue

to the government in the form of taxes. Losing the power

. to control its own officials, the government lost the- power to
control the provinces. -

At the same” time, on the frontier, the chlefs of tribes

“loyal” to China began to assert their own authority. They

~ began to use for- thelr own wars and thelr own power the

N
t
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cavalry levy which they had formerly sent to serve in China
or had commanded on behalf of China in wars and expedi-
tions against the more distant barbarians. In proportion as
China itself began to separate once more into regional units,
the great border chiefs began to create units of their own.

These border kingdoms became the most important de-
termining factor in the history of the next few hundred
years, leading up to the great Mongol conquest in the thir-
teenth century. In their typical structure they combined a
northern half wjth a society of warrior herdsmen and a
southern half in which a Chinese population provided a rev-
enue in grain, together with craftsmen and artisans of all
kinds, traders, and enough bureaucrats to carry on an ad-
ministration under the orders of the warrior rulers.

Kingdoms of this kind inevitably fought not only against
each other, to determine who should have the greatest
power, but against the more purely tribal society in the
outer barbarian regions of northern Mongolia and the
Amur frontier, in order to determine whether the kingdoms
that drew a tribute from China should themselves pay a
tribute to the warrior barbarians on their own northern
frontiers. '

Once more the fall of a great dynasty was followed by a
period of extreme atomization—the half century from go7
to gbo, known as the period of the Five Dynasties. Reinte-
gration then began once more; but it was to be about 300
years before a “‘greater China” was again created.

HE SUNG DYNASTY

The Sung dynasty was founded in g6o, and lasted until
1280; but though it was a dynasty with periods of brilliant
and local prosperity, and of great literary refinement and
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" cultural subtlety, it never. laid the whole of Chma dndera

ﬁrm rule. Its ﬁrst C 'n xheeYellow,R ye 11 r, but

on for. -more - than a hundred years the Sung dynthy stood for
the stubborn but slowly losing fight of a Yangtze China in
which the quintessential Chiniese characteristics were de-

. fended against a Yellow River China which was the tribute ~

area exploited by a succession.of barbarian €onquerors.
The first of these conquerors was the Liao tribe, 2 nomad

' people of partly Turkish, -partly ﬁongol “characteTistics, \ _

whose stronghold was in_the north o/f what is now Jehol
province. The Liao, whose tribal name was Khitan (the
name from which “Cathay” is derived) were no sudden ap-
parition on the Chinese frontier. They had a history reach-v
ing far back through'the Tang dynasty, of which they had
been auxiliaries. Hence, from the time when they began to
encroach on China,.they already, had some-knowledge of
things Chinese and ofhow to admrmster Chinese affairs and
exploit a Chinese populatlon 'They could not be easily and -
quickly absorbed into the society- and culture of China,
however, because unceasmg wars with other tribes, much
less Chinese: and mdre barbarian -than themselves, kept.

- - vigorgus and warhke the tribal heart of their society. .

" First thé Khltan took over a part of North Ckina from

set themselves up as the Tiao dynasty even before the found-
ing of the Sung dynasty, and by the begmmng of the twelfth

© century they ruled all North China down to the Yellow

River, with a capital at Peking, the modern Peiping. From_
that time on, they fought occasional wars against the Sung
dynasty which ruled Yangtze China, but instead of con- .
quermg the Yangtze territory eutright, they drew from the
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Sung court large indemnities and tributes in silk and
money. )

Other wars, and the rise to power of other northern tribes,
prevented the Liao from turning the whole of their strength.
against Central China. To the north, the Liao were able to
dominate but not to subdue completely a number of tribes
in Outer Mongolia and the Northeastern Provinces; to the
west, their spread was limited by the rise of the kingdom of
the Tangut, one of the least studied in Chinese history.
(The Tangut were originally a Tibetan tribe. On the upper
Yellow River, in parts of what are now the provinces of
Shensi, Kansu, and Ninghsia, they founded a curious mixed
kingdom of Chinese, Tibetan, and Central Asian and Mon-
golian ‘tribes.) '

Eventually, the Liao were overthrown by one of thelr
own tributary barbarian tribes, the Jurchid. The name of
this people eventually came to be written by the Chinese
as Nuchen; they founded a dynasty called Chin, which
continued both the frontier wars of the Liao and the wars
and demands for tribute against the Sung.

Orthodox Chinese history considers that all through this
period it was the Sung who maintained the true line of
Chinese dynastic succession. In spite of their military weak-
ness they kept up a high and even luxurious culture in terms
of philosophy, literature, and art.

Sung philosophy is noted espeaally for its re-examination

3t and restatement of the Confucian code. In the arts the
people of South China excelled in painting and in the
production of silks and porcelains. This period was also one
of the few in Chinese history when navigation was of notable
importance. Sung vessels sailed to Netherlands India, India,
and even Arabia. Perhaps Arab and Indian influences ac-
count for the revival of mathematics in the Sung period. In
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the North under .the ano dynasty, there. was a dxstmct
style in architecture of which the llttle that has survxved is '
very impressive. ' ’ T

~ The Sung dynasty also’ produced in VV ang An-shlh a cele-

brated innovator in the.f of’ 5ovemment.

oractice and theo

t 1s typical of the Chinese culture that his prestige as"a-
- government oﬂicxal was based on “two thmgs—hxs studies

- -in classical literature and his dn‘ecuon of public.work in.
enomeermg for -flood prevenuon in the Yangtze valleéy. It
“ is also typical that the problem ‘with which he tried to
" cope, and which finafly. defeated him, was the problem of -

_ shifting control of agncultural life -and revenue from the
landlord class to the government, without' destroymg the ~
structure. of the landlord class as such. His theory has often
been called’ soc1ahst1c, _wluch isa dlstortlon. What Wang.

. aimed at was not ownershxp by the state, but a monopoly -
~ of control by the bureaucratic personnel of the state. What
defeated him-was the fact that too many of the men who
- were servants of the state in public life were rent-collectmg
landlords in prlvate hfe.

- Wang Anshih’s theories have been revxved and much dlS—

_ cussed in recent years in China because'of an uneasy aware-
ness of the same old problém—the d dual orientation of the
man who is both a public servant and a private landowner
There is also. a desire to attempt once more to solve the
_problem by improving the honesty of officials through educa-
tion‘and training, without removing from them their great-
est temptation; whxch is the autocratic control over the lives”
and fortunes of tenant L peasants that is inhérent in the land-
lord system.. :

Weak though it was  the Sung dynasty also had its war-
rior hero, Yueh Fei. He.is a popular hero of folklore to
this day, not so much for hxs genius as .a general as for

* V;
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his loyal determination to keep on fighting against the north-
ern invaders of China. What defeated him was the attitude
of the bureaucratic government officials, who were able to
resign themselves to paying a heavy tribute to the northern
barbarians but were unwilling to see the rise to power of a
great soldier whose military prestige might enable him to
dominate the civil government.

A great deal of the atmosphere of this age, combining a
sophisticated culture with economic decline and social un-
rest, is preserved in one of the most celebrated Chinese
novels, the Shui Hu Chuan, translated by Pearl Buck as
“‘All Men Are Brothers.” Although there is in it only a
distant "echo of the wars with the northern barbarians, it
describes the China of the Sung period, shattered within
itself by that distant concussion.

THE MONGOL DYNASTY

Both the northern kingdoms that ravaged it and the Sung
Empire itself were eventually overwhelmed by the vast

ongol conquest. Usually the Mongols of Jenghis Khan are
treated by historians as a mysterious, primeval, terrible

rce that erupted suddenlv out of the desert ggnh_ of
China_a ively 1ina, Persia, Russia,
and as far as the Balkans and Poland. ]enghxs Khan him-
self is treated as a strange genius, for whom there is no
rational explanation, or as a pure fighting man who hacked
-his way into history solely by fighting. Some other efforts
to explain this phenomenon of history look rational and
scientific but are really as farfetched as fairy tales—like
-the “explanation” that the Mongols were driven to disperse
and conquer by the supposed fact that a change of climate
had dried up their home pastures. As a matter of fact, the
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politics and wars of nomad people can be as rationally ana-
lyzed as the politics and wars of any other society. The con:

guests of'the Mongols and the career of Jenchis Khan did
ot burst suddenly on the world; they grew out of.a Iong

Senerative process. The.events-of .Mongol, history, in_the
thirteenth, century, were. rooted-in, the- history-of the bar—
.barian and semlbarbarlan kingdoms along the Great VV all
of China. Co ' N
]engh1s Khan hlmself did not leap into hlstory from
the Gobi Desert; his family had for several generatlons
been petty princes or tribal chiefs in the rich eastern pastures
- of Ont 1MorlgohA,,{I_;Iere they were hangers- on—partly
~ allies an partly tributaries—of the Jurchids who founded - '
“the Chin dynasty in North China. As the Chin dynasty
decayed at its capltal its representatlves were no longer
- able to keep order among the distant tribes far beyond the *
Great Wall. The family of Jenghis Khan"was defeated in
a tribal feud, and Jenghis.as aefatherless*boy,hadatogmake
his.own.way..Entering the service of a chief who was an ,.
enemy of his father’s énemies, he gradually built up both '
areputation in battle and a reputation as a man who looked
after his fo]lowcrs between battles. He was always careful
to give himself a “legal” excuse whenever he betrayed a
liege lord or an ally thG§ appearing as a- man- loyal to the
interests of his own followers rather than. as a man disloyal
_to th'e chiefs with whom he QUarreled He was fifty years
old before his tribal wars brought him to the position whére
he could snowball tocrether the strength of all the tribes
and engage in wars of conquest beyond the tribal area.
Though Jenghis Khan's campaigns were, greater than
those ‘of "Alexander_or _any other conqueror, he did not
actually conquer China. His wars along the Great-Wall.4f
China were primarily against the Chin dynasty and the

-

¥
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Tangut kingdom; it was while he was returning from his
final victory over the Tangut ruler that he died. The over-
;throw of the Sung dynasty was completed after his death,
when the Mongols rode all the way to the Yangtze and far
beyond the Yangtze into Burma. ~

Several Mongol empires were formed after the death of
Jenghis Khan—in_Persia, in Central Asia_and southern
Russia, and in China..The .dynasty in. China, under, the
name of Yuan, was founded by. his.grandson. Kublai.Khan.
It was regarded as the senior Mongol dynasty, to which
the others were rather vaguély subordinate.

Because of their enormously wide conquests, the Mongols
provided communications which made possible a good deal
of trade and cultural interchange between China, western
Asia, and Europe. Nevertheless the Mongols were regarded
in"Europe as the darkest kind of savages, and in China also
the Yuan dynasty is not considered by the Chinese to have.
reached a high cultural level, though the paintings of that
period are greatly admired.

The Mongols themselves had no urbane culture, but they
were important carriers of cultural influences. Through
them the knowledge of printing and gunpowder spread to
Europe, and from Central Asia and Persia they brought ad-
ministrators, mathematicians, and engineers to China.
These foreigners in the Mongol service brought with them
kaoliang (sorghum millet) and cotton as new crops; and
with Persian engineers and Chinese gunpowder the Mon-
gols undertook massive siege operations against walled
cities.

Being warriors rather than literati, the Mongols liked -
their learning popularized. They had a zest for the theater,
and in music and stylized form the Chinese theatrical opera
derives from the Mongol period. The Mongols also loved
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romantic and plcaresque historical novels which they could
“learn to read more easily than the stilted classics. .

People of western countries have always bad a spec1a1
interest in the history..of ! ‘the Mongol or Yuan dynasty in

have heard about Marco Po}o than have read his accounts,
and this hearsay has left us with a romantic but somewhat
'+ hazy idea of the man and his time. What Marco.Polo actually -
t&lls .uis, suppiemented by. the accounts. of other .travelers, -

shows us.an empire almost-incrédiblysvast-but=badly,put ).

together. The Mongol conquerors tried hard not to let
themselves become enmeshed in the Chinese bureaucratic
Isystem, to draw a fribute from China, but, not.tQ,,{;become
Chinese.” Yet the empire Wthh theys- had~created.,,was one
\vhlch it was 1mp0551ble to.integrate under.the condmons

of a time when there was no machine 1ndustry and when the

-

fastest communication was by mounted courier.

The Monuols did .not wantto’ turn Chmese, yet: ‘it was

lmp0551ble for them .to. remain.. pure nomad -warriors, be-

cause of the economic and social effects on them of ruling
China and administering the/proﬁnble but cumbersome '

and at the same_time intricate machmery ‘of its 1rr1g1t10n,
flood prevention, and minutely subdivided _System of col-
~ lecting land taxes-and land rents. Ic is not surprising chat
their empire, which’ Marco. Polo——]udmno it by the Euro-
pean standards of his time—considered to be the most pow-
~erful, stable, and efﬁc1ent1y ruled- in"the world, crashed in
confusion less than a hundred years after the time of his
travels.” -

The fall of the Monool Empxre was dlfferent from that ’

of any other Chinese dynasty. First the Mongol homehnd

itself began to become impatient of control by the court .

at Peklno and. unwxllmcr in-obedience to an emperor whom

-

.

= Marco Polo. More ; eop]e -

.
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the Mongols had come to think of as distant, effete, and
un-Mongol. Then the Chinese began to rise in rebellion.
Peasant revolt m the Yangtze valley reduced the Tevenues
and weakened’the power of the state.

THE MING DYNASTY——NATIONALISM

Out of thls ﬁchtmg arose the man who founded the Ming
Qynasty in the middle of the fourteenth century. Having
een a wandering Buddhist priest, he was closely in touch
with the people, having ‘been a_bandit_rebel against ‘the
Mongols, he was a nationalist leader. In fact, the Ming
dynasty had a nationalist tinge, retained to this day in the
\ memories of Chmese, distinguishing it from all other dy-
nasties.

Throulghout their history the Chinese have probably had
less racial consciousness than any other great people. In
\ Il their centuries of war against “‘barbarians” they seem
" to have thought of themselves’as fighting against alien and
- unwelcomed ways of living and doing thmgs.xath_than
against “‘foreign” people. As for the barbarian conquetors
of China, those who did not adapt themselves to Chinese
‘culture found themselves baffled. Even the wealth of the
culture could not be tapped except through the elaborate

~ bureaucracy. Conquerors who attempted simply to plunder
found that the sources of wealth dried up rapidly. Other
conquerors, who attempted regular exploitation so as to as-
sure themselves a steady revenue, found that they could
do so only by mutual adjustments between their interests

and those of the bureaucracy. In proportion as they c/lid 50,

they found themselves becommg Chinese”; at the same
<1me the upper- class, hterate, landownmg Chmese would

b,e\gm to go over, one after the other, to the new dynasty.
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The,.Mongols had nevernentlrely*reconcxled themselves '

-to thls“proces_s,,:[' hey even-made a conscious- attempt to
. supersede the Chinese bureaucracy by i importing “civil serv-
ants” of their own tecruited among the literate peoples of
Central Asia and Persia. Because of this the Mongol dynasty,
when it fell, was not only a government that had become
corrupt -and. 1ncompetent it still remained, for most”of
the Chinese people, g@ goy,ernm_epﬁt ﬁ%f; fgtetggregs,

As the Chinese armies moved north, under a new national

v

leader, the Mongo! emperor and his court fled back to Mon-~

golia. Falhng to establish a -new dynasty there, thev be-

came lost in the turmoil of tribal wars, just as more than
one Chinese dynasty of the past few hundred years, retir-
 ing from the North, had-been overturned and replaced in -
’the South. A number of Mongol nobles, however, did not.

withdraw entirely from China; retiring as far as the frontier,

they came to terms with the Chinese and manaoed to hold -
out as prmces of feudal domams professing submission.
©

and-allegiance to the new Chinese dynasty -Such men were

the equivalents of many a powerful Chinese who, in previous-

centuries, had ‘come to terms with some barbarian con-
queror, submlttmg to defeat but at the same’ tlme enter-
ingjthe service of the.new dynasty. ST .
In, culturewasmmmpohtlcs‘the»Mmggperlod was, nauon~
.ahstxc The Ming Chinese  JWeTe,Testorers, not. orxgmators.
The study of the class1cs, painting, prmtmg, “and the manu-
facture of such things as lacquer am had il de-
generated to a certain extent under the comparatively:
uncouth Mongol rule. The Ming Chmese restored much

higher standards, but the perlod as a whole was not highly -

inventive or creative.
The nationalistic alory of the Mmo dynasty has some-
what/ obscured the actual “distribution of p power Cthat” fol-

. \ . T

;
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lowed the fall of the Mongols. For a few decades, Chinese
troops campaigned far to the north, defeating the Mongols
in their own terrain. Then_the_ancient pattern‘began to

/kgassert itself. The Chinese were unable to maintain them-
selves as rulers in the steppe habitat of the nomads without
“going nomad” any more than nomads had been able to-
set up as rulers deep within China without “going Chinese.”
Since there was a stubborn reluctance among most Chinese
to stay in nomad territory and adapt themselves to nomad
life, the territory as a whole gradually came back under the
rule of tribal chiefs. :

THE MANCHU DYNASTY

Beyond the Great Wall, it was in the Northeastern Prov-
\mces that the Ming_ Chinese. established. themselves most
firmly. In the southern part of this area there was prosperous
arming land which had always been populatéd by Chinese.
est of the good farming land the Ming authorities dealt
with a number of Mongol tribes; to the north and north-
bast they dealt with:a number of the tribes which are known
iunder the collective name of Tungus. For the control of
all of these peoples they used a mixture of punitive expedi-
tions, grants of titles and honors and subsidies, and grants
of special nghts “of trade.

In the woods and river valleys of the Northeast the
Tungus tribes were descendants of barbarian warriors who,
in the twelfth century, had been adherents of the Jurchids
who founded the Chin dynasty. Some of the petty chieftains
of these tribes claimed to be, and may actually have been,
descendants of the Jurchid imperial clan. Among them was
a family of warriors from which came, in the late sixteenth
century, the founder of the next dynasty to rule over China.
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This man was called Nurhach1 His family pald tribute
_ to the Chinese;-teceived grants from.the Chinese frontier.
- authorities, and carrled on blood feuds with other clans of
backwoods aristocrats. In proportlon as the Ming govern-
~ ment became decadént in China, its frontier oﬁicxals found
it difficult to keep order among the quarrelsome tribes.
‘Clan feuds tended to get out of control and bécome tribal
“ wars; tribal wars tended to get out of control and invoplve -
_the Chinese authorities as partlsans, because they no longer.
“had the power to intervene as dxspassmnate arbiters. -

This chaos was what opened the way to a career for a -
man like Nurhachi. Claiming that a relative had been be-
trayed by the Chinese, he turned against the Chinese."He
was able to make two kinds of political appeal drawing on. -
. his experience among the Chinese, he could criticize the
breakdown of Chinese government in the region, blammg '
the ‘officials;- drawing on his tribal background he could
remind the tribal people of the gloriods time, many hun-

* dred years before, when their ancestors”had conquered a
large.part of China and the government had belonged to
them.

After several turbulent decades, Nurhachi becarne .the
ruler of a powerful border kingdom. His armies made long :

.. forays into North China. His own trxbesmen to whom 'he
' had now, given the name of Manchu, were onlya 2_part of his
forces; he also enlisted Mongols, Koreans, and many Chi-
- nese. The.Manchus.at. thl&,t;ft),g\bgdgo written_ lanvuaae
but as their language is rather closely related to Moncrol "
he borrowed the Mongol alphabet and adapted it 5o’ that
documents could be written in Manchu. In this way he
hoped to make the Manchu language botli a symbol and an
_instrument of government; but it was evident, even in his
own lifetime, that this attempt would not succeed. In the

. »

v -
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mixed kingdom of the Manchus, the main elements of
systematic government, taxation, and administration were
from the beginning Chinese, because the most imhportant
revenue, and even a large part of the military manpower,
were drawn from regions populated by Chinese.

Nurhachi himself did not live to conquer China, but the
conquest was the work of the armies which he had built
up. It was, however, only in part a “foreign” conquest by
“invading barbarians.” Within China itself the Ming gov-
ernment was falling to pieces. Peasants were rising in rebel-
lion, and regional claimants to power were showing them-
selves. In this turmoil the Manchus, with their mixed legions
or_ “Banners” of Mancp}’x{ Mongol and ‘Chinese troops,
together with many Koreans, had the “best military force
in the field and they were, ‘moreover, the claimants best
provided with civil administrators and best qualified to
restore the standard forms and procedures of Chinese gov-
ernment.

No previous invaders of China had been so strongly af-
fected by Chinese culture, before conquering China, as
had the Manchus. It was the deliberate policy of the Manchu
emperors to represent themselves as guardians of orthodox
Chmese traditions. At the same time, being conquerors,
tﬂley”hked “to take their culture in easy doses. Even the
Ecompetmve examinations by which men were qualified
for positions in the government bureaucracy were made
easier for Manchus than for Chinese. It is not surprising,
therefqre, that Manchu tastes were more eclectic than aus-
tere. Like the Mongols before them, they preferred the
sweet flavor of novels to the dry flavor of historical research.
- China’s most famous novel of sophisticated society, “The
Dream of the Red Chamber,” was written by a Manchu. Of
the novels written by Chinese, the most important were
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“those which combined fiction with disguised politi_cal pam- -
phleteering: under the pretense of writing spicy scandals,
. they lanipooned the corruptness of the whole administra- ¢
tive system under the,Manchus.  * * - 4
In.spite. of-Manchu-policy,-Chinese.nationalism never
- died, This undoubtedly had something to do with the high
level reached, during the Manchu perlod in comparative-

philology and in the editing of historical texts by scientific

methods. The spirit of criticism Wthh could not’safely -

venture into pubhc discussion of current events turned
back to the exarhination of the past. The scholats of the
Manchu,period set up standards of methodical procedure
which underlie a great part of contemporary China’s out-
- put of critical and thegretical work in the social sciences. ;

~ If this were all, the hlstory of the Manchu dynasty. could
be writtén as one more chapter in a series; but in the time
~ of the Manchus the history, of China began to merge wnth
that of the cuter world in a totally new way .

.
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China and dlc_r_Y_Yc’:st |

As A REsULT of the great voyages which had opened a way
across the Atlantic, a way around the Cape of Good Hope,
and a way around Cape Horn, western traders and mis-
sionaries had begun to reach the coast of China by sea even
before the fall of the Mmg dynasty. Cannon made by Eu-
ropeans won a great battle against the Manchus, before the
Manchus finally broke through the Great Wall. This may
be faken as symbolic. Although firearms soon became widely
known in China, and crude muskets were even manufac-
tured in China, Manchu statesmanship may in large meas-
ure be described as an attempt to maintain in China the
rule of a bow-and-arrow aristocracy in spite of the changes
that were going on in the world as a whole.

By the eighteenth century, the activities of Eurbpeans in
China had changed frorn intermittent contact to increasing
pressure. .

. This change from contact to pressure was due first and
foremost to great changes ationg’ ‘the Europeans themselves.
The early Portughese,” Spamsh “and Dutch, though often
strongly armed and predatory, wer€ merchants in search of
commodities that had a high value of rarity and luxury on

the European market. What they wanted most of all was
110
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;{ free opportumty to buy in the Chmese markets In much
the same way;the Catholic_missionaries . who_ accom amed_' :
the Spanish and Portu guese wanted a chance to win con-

+. Vertsto their faith and to create a place for their faith among :

the religions of Asla Since the Catholic Church represented '

that part of the soc1ety of Europe which was most Tesistant , -
- to change, these missionaries’ were eager to win teligious
“adherents but were ‘quite. ‘willing to adapt. themselves, to

. _the conservative society and economy of China as a #whole:/

f; Compared w1th these early comers, the,,ﬁEnghsh who

gthls change from one historical perlod to another 18- the
fact that-the first. Enghsh nmissionary.to.Ching-was.not only
.Protestant but a Noncomformist, that is to say, one'who-
did not accept the authonty “of the estabhshed Church of

, England which at the beginning of the nineteenth century .
' was qulte a serious matter Thlsgmrssmnary, B;Q,,Mor‘e

'mlssronary work in Chlna began, the mxssxonanes took
~ an attltude sharply dlfferent from that of the C.athohcs. :

: ceptmg the. culture~ and soc1al system:of.Chii 1eir view ™
was that the Chinese, as “benighted heathen, were "an
inferior people. Everything that was “wrong” with them
—poverty, ignorance, disease, the bound feet.of women,

 the system of marriages arranged between families instead

- of by individuals—was. to be.attributed. utoqthe,}fact that

they did-not.believe e.in. the Protestant Christian God. The

* o N = DT e A N

mdlvxdual Chmese convert must therefore not only accept

et y

5 - -



112 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

the new religion but also turn against practically the whole
of the established Chinese way -of.living, of thinking, and
of doing things. In fact it is hardly too much to say that
the whole of the Protestant missionary movement.in,China
‘was more of a subverting force.than .a. converting. prose-
iytlsm. This tendency continued-for-about a-hundred vears,
until the rise of a revolutionary movement among the Chi-
nese_themselves began to assert the stariling doctrine that -
the Chinese were as good as anybody else and entitled to
organize and manage their own Protestant Christian church.

. CHINA AS A MARKET

. i
" Trade, under the.pressure, of England’s Industrial Revo-
lution, brought its own attack.on Chinese culture parallel
to the missionaries’ faultfinding., English. merchants com-
peted to win,the Chinese market for their English goods.
In the eighteenth century British trade with China had
been predominantly an activity of the East India Company,
and an extension of that company’s moriopoly from India
. to China. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries trade
had been dominated by the, theory. of _“mercantilism.” A
group b of merchants would form a company and apply to
thevgaﬁ}gﬁent of their own COuntry for a charter giving

_ them a monopoly of trading rights in some geographical
region. This device enabled private interests to use the
power of the government of their country to compete
against similar groups supported by the governments of
other countries, and at the same time to prevent other
groups in their own country from trading m the same
region and competing with them. Protected in this way,
they were able to monopolize the trade in a number of
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" commodities, controllmg prices and msurmg enormous
proﬁts o N o~
In the case of England, ‘the- great wealth brought back
from India provided much of the capital which gave Eng-
land a head start in carrying through the Industrial Revolu- -

tion. This capital in turn created new private:i -interest groups /

in England which eventually conflicted with and overthrew
the monopoly trading prlvxleges of the Fast India Com-
pany. This change thhm England was reflected in- the
activities of the British in China and brought about-a new
relationship between the-British government and the Chi-
nese government. . -

7( In the eighteenth century. ﬂgﬁ East. India; sh1ps~had come
to-China p&rg}arﬂy for\cargvgg&s; of

P £ X
“The first flowered wallpaper used in Europe also. came from

Chma In return the Chinese bought such luxury goods as _
clocks and watches; but on the whole the _Chinese, who
considered their civilization mﬁmtely superior to that of
- the westerners, did;not have nearly so.much to buy from

thehwesterners as.theya had to sell to them. - . éf'\

To-make-: -up.t the balance of trade,-the western traders ha
IR e SIS B e = YV Ee v e i P S
,tonabrmcr in. grcatuquantmes -of-silver..Natura

jerners.looked .eagerly. for. some ﬁcommodxtyv,thatxcould be

;sold,. n-Ghina:in really, Iargehquantmes.,Amencanhchpper
shlps, for instance, took with them from New England large
quantmes of the ginseng root, valued by the. Chinese as
‘medicine. Filling the rest of theit cargo space with rum,
kettles, hatchets, and other, trade goods,-they would sail
_around Cape Horn and up‘the Pacific Coast of America all
the way to the Columbia River, where they traded with the
Indians for valuable furs. Then with their furs and ginseng

theyvcrossqd_ the Pacific to China, taking with them also sil-

r m—

. -
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ver dollars which they had acquired in Mexico on the way f
up the Pacific Coast. With these cargoes and coins they. -
would trade for Chinese goods; and this pracuce inciden-
tally accounts for the fact that the silver dollar in China
- came to be known as the “Mexican dollar.”
" There were more things for the foreign traders to buy
than they had to sell and these things continued to be paid
’,z for chleﬂy in s11ver until Brmsh merchants, found a market

i e

of vae’balance of trade. The Chinese began to consume so
much"oplum that soon the foreign ships, instead of bringing
silver to China, were sailing away from China with stocks
3= of silver, :
Other. changes were taking place at the same time. On the
one hand, opium had such a high value that the trade in it
. could not be successfully confined to a monopoly; there
was plenty of money left over to bribe officials, and more
and more traders made their private arrangements and
crowded into the business. More important still, though
not so obvious at first, were the new pressures beginning
to operate far away in. England. The constantly growing
factories in England became strong encugh to influence
the government. They.forced. all ships sailing.from. Eng-
land to carry a quota of manufactured textiles, even though
the market for these commodities in China was as yet so
undeveloped that many of the textiles had to be sold at a
- - loss.
' There were-three: results-of alhthese changes. FEirst, the (l
X Chmese“é‘ovemment alarmed at the loss of silver, tried to
enforce regulations severely restrxcung the trade. Second,
%"he older British monopoly mt?fe;ts”i?y;ng to maintain
,the{r T established T market urged ‘the British govemment to

R

Yorce the Chinese government to conunue acccptmg the im-
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c1allv_,textxles,ﬁurged the British go vemment to force the
El,hxoegsé* government to accept the pr1nc1ple of free oppor-
ggggg;;tg%trgdcgfopg llg;,merchvaxil_tq%dggyl} ng. -.anywcommodx-ﬁ‘
;thS N : v
' Since’ these newMBrltlsh mterests represented | .an.expanc
mg -industrial capacxty 210,11 manufacture_ not only.creat
quantmes but_more_kinds; oficommodxtxes,,they were as
much opposed to the old British monopoly charters as to
any other kind of limitation on triade, and framed their
demands in such a way that they were supported by similar

'mterests in other countries. TChus the fnew~»Br1tlsh drlve

/(\for free trade became the spearhead of»a ne v-1nte
SO I AR

de elopment o D o

4 - . I * : ¢

,gé’ FOREIGN DOMINATION c

This ftangled mterplavvof privateinterests.and .govern-
mem»pollcy came to a crisis when a zealous Chmese oﬂ‘icxal
seized and burned.a.large.stock.of. Brmsh-owned 1_opium.
-"l;Ne e controversy developed into the. Opium War,in-which
thé British. government supported the 125{‘5“5 of the Brmsh
merchants. Iey f.Nanking.in.. 184_2 “The
-terms of this treaty, and other negouatlons which immedi-
ately followed, completely changed the international status-*
‘of China, w1th ﬁvechxef{onsequences . S e

- First: The Chmese were forced to pay not only for the
burned opium which was the immediate cause of the war, -

~ but for the cost to the British ¢f fighting the war. This pay-

ment established a new prmcxple, and from that time for- ~
ward ‘whenever-the Chinese were defeated they not only

- -
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suffered the other consequences of defeat, but had to pay
an indemnity to cover the expenses of whatever country
had defeated them. _

Second: The indemnity for the Opium War, to which
other indemnities were later added, saddled the Chinese
government with an international debt and a yearly tribute
which could not be paid under the existing system of taxa-
tion. In order to raise the necessary funds, a customs service
was created to collect dues on foreign trade. This service
was from the beginning dominated by the foreign powers,
principally the British, and dues were collected at the flat
rate of five per cent of the value of all goods. This low tariff
opened the way to the penetration of China by foreign
. manufactured commodities, and at the same time prevented
¥ the Chinese from developing industries of their oyn under
the protection of a tariff framed in the national interest.

Third: Whereas the Chinese had formerly limited trade
to the single port of Canton, the foreigners now secured the
right to trade at a number of other ports. These' became
known as the.Txeaty.Ports, because they were opened under
the treaties forced on the Chinese. At one or two of these
ports there were international settlements within which
all foreigners lived, under local self-government; in most
of them, separate national concessions were granted to vari-
ous foreign countries. Within these settlements and con-
cessions foreign consuls had jurisdiction over their own
nationals, and a Chinese who had a civil suit against a for-
eigner had to have it judged under foreign law. This aspect
of the ‘unequal treaties’ gave the foreigners not only polm-
- cal*power and social prestlge "but tremendous economic
leverage. -

Fourth: Political and economic domination were assured
to the western nations by their overwhelming technical
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superiority in arms; manufacture. Before “the Industrial
Revolution, cannon were made almost entirely in royal or
state arsenals and small arms by individual craftsmen work-"

t ing either for the state or. mdependently Thls was the

 practice both’ in China and in the western countries. But
in Europe and America the Industrial Revolution made -

* metals abundant. Eli Whitney’s first' venture in- mass pro-

,duction was in the manufacture of muskets. Chma,Jlmlted

by-handicraft. methods,.Jagged. behmd both.in.the.mining

and.the _processing, of . metals.. And while China in time

bought arms and munmons and even .a navy, the foreign

- powers naturally took care that she should never become

their equal in arms. N NP K/
szthf-Under\;ayscpax;atc*xrea;y\,sxoned ;‘g{l&g&&%@gﬁnns é
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NtheﬁChmeSe'to anothef new., pr1nc1ple' that.any. privilege
won.from-them by -any. forelgn, country-could._be..equally
: en]oyed by all othereforelgn countnes. -Lhe Amen,,‘

3 S .

ﬂAs ‘the result of a v1ctory won in the first instance by the
iBritish there came into being a new international system,
“controlling the’ cguntry with the greatest population in the

1" world; a country with a trémendous geographical area-and
with enormous undeveloped réscurces Wthh it was hence-
forth unable to develop in its own national ‘interest. Lhis
system ~of - “unequal_treaties’: linited the,.sovereggnty of
China_and: -gave rights,in | China_a and .over,China to_ the
“Treaty,,Powers

et

- It is worth devotm ax few.»words«t the: 4
g othe: specnal Amerlcan

adbion .
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interest in these new developments. The .Americans were
themselves a new nation, with a vast undeveloped hinter-
land of thelr own. At the same time, the Americans were
also in the forefront of the world-wide Industrial Revolu-
tion. Unhampered by the established social structure and
vested interest of Europe, they developed a social and eco-
nomic system which was the most perfect expression of the
new age created by the Industrial Revolution. This. made
the Americans, busy though they were in the develop-
ment of their own country, keenly conscious.of the new
prmc1ple of world-wide trade. Although America built up
its own industrial system behind a protective tariff, the
American interest everywhere else in the world was against
both national monopolies and monopolies controlled by
groups within nations. For this reason, although the United
States was not ready to stake out concessions in the Treaty
Ports, American merchants lived in the concessions held by
other countries and claimed all the advantages and privi-
leges of the concession system. -

After the Opium War, domestic developments and for-
eign relations in China were more closely connected than
in any other country. The degree of foreign control forced
a number of changes on the Chinese and at the same time
prevented other changes. Economically, this resulted in

\great distortion. Chma had_quantities of cheap raw mate- >
vials, but the foreigners had a controlling power not only
in finance and technology but also in political security.
As a result, industry was unable to_develop. in an_organic
and functional way related to the sources of raw mate-
fxals and_the distribution of potentxal domestic. markets;
1t grew up instead in a lop51ded way at seaports like, Shang-
hal and Tientsin and river ports hke Hankovg. Here fac-
tories could be bunlt in_foreign concessions under foreign




’ labor .The cheapness of labot,.

4

: th&(-)pmmWar« -the-Manchu. .dynastyﬂwas alre:
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ﬂags, free,of Chtnese taxatton d, protected when necessary
by forelon gunboats To,t ortsithe rawtmatertals _were
nghtby cheap.inland,water, transport.and cheapjhuman

Srrter:

[more.than.any,other.. factor,

made it. posstble to. process these materials at a proﬁt Not

unnaturally, the first Chinese indastries were ifnitations of
foreign. enterprlses,,and grew up close to the foretgn-con-
trolled centers, thus increasing the nonfunctional concentra-
tion of mdustry at points accessxble o foretgn owned .
steamers, - N :

Poltggﬁgﬂy &bﬂe -was.also .

~~~~~

real dlstortlon At the time of
S SEE

decay. The Opium.War. gravely&m]ured,the,prestlge of the
Manchus,.and their,_dynasty would have. fallen within a -

. decade or two, had it not been for the fact that the, foreigners.

} Manchu, court the kind 1d of govermnent th

themselves, after defeatmg the Manchus, had an.interest in”"
mamtatmno the dynast_ in order, to. dlctate, through the

sulted thelr own
interests, The sccond half of the. mneteenth nth _century was .

“therefore a period of brutal confusion, held. in check by

the mtermxttent appl 'catlon of f foreign vxolence 'fhrouoh-

75 S ds

out this | perlod the foretgners had o only one devxce for ruhng
China which really counted: reliance on the'Strong Man.

-The Strong Man,_ in practlce turned out always to be-a

man weak enough to accept ¢ ordets and control from abroad,
but strong enough to give orders and exercise control do-
mestically. t

Within China, the most” 1mportantfevents between the
Opium War and the Chinese Revolution of 1911 were the
Taiping.. Rebellion. (1848265, and _the Boxer Rebellxon

RS e A e

. (lgo@) Further comphcattons were the Anglo—French war’

against China i in 1860-61;the depredation of the French
in connection‘with their annexation of part of what is now

é\?

.a?.‘._.
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French Indo-China; the Japanese war against China of
1894—95; the - international punitive expedition to China
which ended the Boxer Rebellion; and the Russc-Japanese
War of 1904~5, which was fought on Chinese territory.
The Taiping Rebellion- lasted more than fifteen years.
It spread over eleven: provmces south of the Yangtze and
\%long the Yangtze, and is believed to have cost about
20 ooo,ooo hves It was in part a peasant rebellion and in
part anational rising against the Manchus Owing to the fact
that the leader of the rebellion was mﬂuenced.m his early
years by Christian teachings, there was for a while quite
a strong tendency among some foreigners in China to ad-
vocate, \support for ‘the rebels, but eventually foreign in-
terests_ decided to bolster up the Manchu government. Ac-
cordmgly, a Brmsh ofﬁcer ‘the famous “Chinese Gordon,”
7° was.lent to the ManchUS and the Tebellion was put down by
force.
The Taiping Relge'lli_on left behind 2 permanent tradi-
- tion_of both social.and_political .tevolutién, and. it ought
i to-be regarded as the first revolutionary war in the long
struggle which created the independent China of today.
Unfortunately, there also developed out of the Taiping
Rebellion a new and sinister factor in Chinese politics—
the semimodern Chinese army. These troops and the mili-
tarists who commanded them were strong enough to tyran-
nize within China, but not strong enough to fight a war
of national defense against foreign aggression. Their first
effect ‘'was to eat up revenue and their second effect was to
make command. of an army even more important for am-
bitious officials than a high appointment at the imperial
court, ’
More treaties were signed as'the nineteenth century pro- .
gressed, all increasing and defining the degree of. foreign

/
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control Then.in 1894 came’ thercalamxtous war with J%P@_n' )
Its consequences were even worse thdn @ ‘defeat by Britain
-or France might have been For the western powers Japan's |
victory meant that she now claimed a place in the ring of
despoilers closing in on'China; moreover, Japan was within
closer striking distance of China than any other naval power.

* This new circumstance intensified the competluon for stra-
.tegic bases and economic spheres of influence in China to ™
the pomt where China was threatened w1th actual dlsmem-

berment. : : . -

. N .'.1‘ R t

e A

a series of notes to the Treaty Powers whotmlght have
sought to. partition China into separate colonial posses- £
sions. Essennally, the Open Door-was .a-further.develop: .~

ment of the*permanent Amerlcannpolxcy, wh;ch may be
y %

the lead in sexzmg;Chmese terntory or’imposing legal. dis- .
abxlmes on the Chmese, -but did demand that whatever

The Open Door notes dxd not. propose a.cessation of im-
L registered X

in Chma, it must leave an-Open DoorwforwAmerxcan trade

and enterprise. The: -practical e eﬂ?ect'of this arrangenient was
to halt the process of cuttmg Chma up into colonial pos- |,

B~ O .

. sessrons There developed instead,’a umfo'f"rﬁ procedure of *
%’W‘%"

. o~ S

-
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presenting joint international demands to the Chinese gov-
ernment. This accounts for both the strength and the
weakness of America’s long-maintained policy of checking
Japan’s imperialistic encroachments in China. America did
restrain Japan with a good deal of effectiveness; but the

~ restraint was never worded in clear-cut terms of anti-
imperialism, because all that America attempted to pre-
vent was the acquisition by Japan of exclusive rights,
pnvxleges and territorial control.

/7§ The Open Door,policy, far from bemg an isolated Ameri-
can pronouncement, was a compromise formula for keeping
rxvalry under control In fact, the first draft of the formula
,was not the work of the ATiierican State Q_eapnartment! but of
an "Eﬁfhshman named Hippisley who. was_in_the Chinese

‘C“ustoms Service, and therefore technically in the employ
\ﬂocf‘tﬁ'—CHmese government, although actually an executive
. f the international control over China’s most important
,‘X source of revenue.

J,c. = The rivalry of the last decade of the nineteenth century
- ¢awas complicated by the fact that Tsanst Russia was the only
[ great power whxch had dlrect access s to Ch}Pi by land. This
\GO situation led to attempts to regulate the competition be-
< ‘tween ¢ encioachniernit 6n China ffom the land and from the
( sea~After the Japanese victory over China in"18¢g5, Russia,
Germany, and France intervened to limit the territorial
claims which Japan made or China; then came the Boxer
Rebellion and the invasion of China by international forces

to put down the rebellion.

€

THE BOXER REBELLION

t‘_‘-‘ i
The Boxer Rebellion was a result of the fact.that for
decades the encroachments of foreign countries had been
7 7] — e “ . .

L3
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Kboth bredking down the Manchu dynasty.if Chmaa

1t .up. Defeats had destroyed the E

ernment and the indemnities paid for defeat had _put
L ——

larger and larger share of China’s revenue under forelgn

_*control. Yet the foreigners, not _quite. ready-to -partitio
——

China, always.gave back to the Manchu_court just enough
. power to keep on rulmg badly, w1thout being able to: rule ,

effectxvely

societies abounded Docauce it was only in secrecy that the

people, especiall the peasants, could safcly organize. Or--

ganization in secret,-to prepare for open rebellion, was the

~ Chinese peasant’s traditional mode of direct political action. .

Such societies, of which the-Boxer Society was one, were_
naturally and inevitably antidynastic, but at this: perlod they
were also antiforeign, because the westerners-in China were

- intruders [ike the Manchus, quite as arroaant as the Man- X

chus and even more powerful S
. In the year 1900,

4

when~ easant outbreaks began to i

the Manchu court attempted a desgerate gamble‘ to turn

the insurgents away from themsélves, they turned them

viceroys of the Yangtze region and the South, who knew

. more about the real strength of the foreigners, prevented: -

' the spread of the Boxer movement; but inthe North mis-
m
sionaries were murdered and all the (0) Peking

shey. were-eventually rescued-by:an_ mterna;xoualwmlhtary

NS O e s

' expedmon and once more a heavy indemnity was.imposed

- on Chma, the payments on Wthh could only be met by
[P - . - ™ : T e A

against the foreigners, promising them support and blam-
ing all the sufferings of China on the “foreign devils.” The’

Y/
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giving the foreigners still more control of China’s revenues.

This Eurden was partially mitigated some years later when

= e

most of the p powers IQ\_’_Oleed remitted to China what was
sﬁl owed to them of the Boxer it mdemmty funds to be used
llargely for educational and cultural purposes.

In gplte of the terms of settlement _Russian_| forces re-
mained in Manchuna in great m numbers _and consequently
when the Russo-] Japanese War broke out in 1904 the fact
that the Japanese invaded Chinese territory to carry on the
war was regarded by many people as less important than
the fact that they were challenging Russian power on Chi-
nese teljrltory "‘The trend of opinion be be&_'n to turn the other
way”agajn when_ the Tapanesekafter their_victo gfr‘eﬁf_md
the > Russians as the people who were most. llkf}LtO exploit
2 Posmon of special advantage on the very, threshold of
{China.
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Modern China



CHAP TER I
The Chlnese Revolutlon
Mwmm

S g e o .

-

the)Mgggh.ﬁ ‘dynastyﬂ&m Chmm

was doomed ;l;g_l_g%oépé_!x question was. wheEher the,Chmese
could organize a movement’ capable of settmg up a new
- government before the forexgn powers partmoned the whole -
country. . :

Th political genius of the movmewxch ehrew

the Manchus and founded the Republic of ‘China was Sun@
Yat-sen; the raw material with which he worked was thc‘i
wide_network .of .anti:Manchu_ and ,anti- 1mpenahst secret
societies among the Chinese in Chma _and_the Chmese
abroad. Out t of this raw material he built 2 polmcallv dis-

- ciplined revolutionary party and a coherent theory-of the’
aims of the Chinese Revolutxon and the mcthods by which

é

to achleve them. f N - _ .

- & o *
&

-

\ ﬁms FIRST REVOLUTION j 55 é? /= f 2?

The.Revolutxon be ﬂgan many yearswbefo’rchun‘Yat-sen s

full ascendancy was recogmzed It broke %kw 1911, 1, while
&Su,n,‘was,,.abroad The destructlve work of the Revolunon {

was_quickly finished; the em sire *fell because it was too,. ~

e R SRS RS SR
rotten to stand The constructxve work of the Revoluuon,
M.m
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however, lagged for many years because there was not yet

enough training and discipline among the revolutionaries.

The western world received the Revolution of 1911 with
little enthusiasm, but could not quite decide to suppress it,
because the great powers were already lining up for“the
savage world-wide war over colonies, markets, and invest-
ments which broke out in 1914. The great powers accord-
ingly limited themselves to the policy of aiding a “strong
man” to usurp control of the new Republic, in order that
he might act_as trustee for foreign treaty rights, privileges,
markets, loans, and investments. In order to make sure of
him, they granted him an international loan. This “strong
man” was Yuan Shih-kai, the first of the modern war lords,
who later tried to make himself emperor.

From this time on until the Second Revolution of 1926 -

27 the war lord—the politician with a private army-—be- .-

came the dominant factor in China. The typical war lord
aimed at the control, if possible, of a seaport through which
he could receive shipments of arms from abroad. If he con-
trolled an inland area,” he frequently tried to set up an
arsenal; in-order to supply himself with arms. He financed
his private army by collecting all taxes within the territory
occupied by his army. :

All war lords bargained, shadow-boxed, and occasionally

fought between themselves and with or against the central
government. The individual war lords could either bargain

. over the price for which he would be willing to support

the central government, or threaten to support some other
war lord against the central government. Various foreign
governments had dealings, direct or indirect, with one war
lord or another; but most of them did so only in search of

a strongest man among the strong men—someone who could

be set up as the internationally recognized dictator of all

~ .
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China, competent to mortgage ‘China’s mmerals and other>
~natural resources in return for loans.

7 Jagan,‘on the_otheér, hand pursued a_ calculated wpohcz,‘i;a}
of_always supporting mor, thanrone warflord, .since,_ Japan - ;,;
idld not.want.a.unified.d y.more:-than any. otherﬁ [y
“iform.ofun ~hé.Jap: ,segnethod was.to negoti '
:ate,local .concessions_from_ a, reorxonal war lord,.and, then }

) press ~for' recognition - of»these««concesaonswby«thacentral/ \
government. By way of insurance, whenever the Japanese
' dealt with a man in power, they also dealt with one of the
leadmg claimants to his'power. - o -
For.many years, one of the most mdependent and powe
2 ful of .the.war lords.with.whom they dealt was Changa,Tso\
e

7‘%\

oAl

lm who controlled ortheast‘iChma ,wheregthez.]apanes .
enjoyed:zmany.special ileges..According to his lights, -
Chang Tso-lin was an honest war lord; he would bargain
for support against other war lords, but"he would not sell
his country outright. This' eventually made it necessary
. for the Japanese, to get, rid of him; his train was blown up
while on a stretch of track patrolled by ]apanesc sentries.
- No Chinese had been allowed to approach this stretch of
track for some time.. _ . . L
Ttis nnportant to remeniber that a great part of the war- 3
"~ lord perxod in China ran parallel with the war in Europe
from 1914 to 1918. Moreover, while this war ended in Eu-~
rope with: the Armrstrce of 1918 and the-Versailles Treaty
of 1919, it did not_really end in Eastern Asia until the’
Japanése finally abandoned their attempt to occupy Siberia.
At the Washington Conterence of 192 2,lwlgen new. treatles
were drawn up defining the balance of naval "and | pohtrcal
_power in Eastern Asia and the Pacific, mtemauonal pres-
sure was applied to make Japan withdraw from Siberia.
Untrl@tbe@Wa_shrngtgsn%Conferep,cg,)&lrxmaﬁhad _been

-
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_threatened .by~-Japan-almost.from_day.to_day..Japan used
Northeast China as a base against both China and Russia,
In 1915, when the other major powers were locked in war
in Europe, and America’s attention was also diverted across
the Atlantic, Japan had made one especially bold attempt
to assert permanent control over China. She presented the
Twenty:one Demands, which were intended to win for her
certain powers of control over China, and certain powers
of veto, military, political, and financial. China had to give
in to some of the demands, and probably would have had
to accept all of them, had it not been for the fact that the
demands, which Japan intended to keep secret, were re-
vealed in America.

¢%. During these years of trouble Sun.Yat-sen continued his

work, though regarded by the western powers as Meffec-
" tive visionary. His major source of.strength was his ability
torbrmv tooether men of widely divergent views, theories,

.and personal interests, and to persuade them to_work to-

gether in one direction, guided by what they had in com-
mon. The number of his adherents varied. When things got

a little better, the more cautious or eas11y satisfied would
drop out, feeling that enough had.been won, at least for
the present. When, on the other hand, the situation got
decidedly worse, the more timid would be frightened away.
Time after time the revolutionary movement was checked
when Sun Yat-sen was abandoned, or even driven out, by
some militarist who had worked with him only long enough
to get a few troops under his command, or when foreign
interests, alarmed by the growth of his “subversive” move-
ment, began to threaten or bribe his political followers.

Yet Sun Yatsen_was always.able to keep _on working.

During his periods of exile he carried the polmcal news

and current political opinions of China to the Chinese

‘\: .
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abroad whenever lLe returned to China, he brought back
- both political funds and politicdl views from the Chinese -
abroad. Hetwas*the,yery,}man JLozserve. as the. Jink between
- the,( Chinese at home and oyerseas, because he was born on
TR R S e
thevcoastﬁof Chmu in,a distric ich_Chinese had, 4
emlgrated to.. many,‘lands As. aqboy lf-gone.to’
Hawaii, and studied for'a w merican, schools. Later
hestudied for a medical.degree in: Honor Kong, the Brmsh
colonial foothold in China. - : P -

- The~oversea5*Ghmes&played..a great part methe,Chmese

“and by communlcatmo ideas whxch helped to mature Chl-
" nese political thinking. They were the_ descendants of Chi-
"nese who had gone-abroad, to the American mainland; to
Hayaii, and most of all to the British, French, and Dutch
colonial possessions in Southeast Asia. Most of the emigrants
were very poor peasants, hired to work as docile, cheap, and
politically "defenseless laborers. They built railroads ‘in
America;- mmed tin in. Malaya grew .rubber and ‘other
_plantation products inf varlous colomes Because they were
~ Chinese and clannish, they helped each- other; because’ they-
= were Chinese and frugal, they first saved money and then
. invésted it; because they were ( Chinese_ and bred to believe '
_ that educatlonusepower,ﬁtheygsent xh ir, chlldren to school
The result was that.a large proportion of these overseas
Chmese became prosperous and progressive. Yet in Amer-
'ica-they were held back by color prejudice and in all the
colonies, although they were regarded as very desirable “na-
tives,” they were up against the basic. assumption that
“natives” are not fit to rule themselves. This discrimination
awakened their. natxonahsm and turned.their.thoughts back
“to China..If, they,.wrshed 'ofremamqabroad only z strong
and fr ee Chma could help them to 1mprove their stams, if
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they wished to return to China, they were not willing to
live under an incompetent monarchy, an unchanging social
system, and an economic structure which did not permit
them to make advantageous use of either the money or the
technical qualifications which they had acquired abroad.
Consequently the overseas Chinese were ardently in favor
of revolution.at.home..Even prosperous Chinese were ex-
ceptionally radical in their revolutionary thinking. One
reason was that colonial governments are normaily so au-
thoritarian that colonial subjects who think politically at
all are forced to think radically. Another reason was that,
being without political life, they could only think politi-
cally. Polmcal thought-without-political action always tends -
to radicalism, because the more radically.a polmcal theory
is stated, the more. loglcal it can be made. It is the working
g fpractlce of politics which, through ‘the persistent human
ressure toward compromise, blunts the sharp edge of
theory and makes pohucal practice less-logical but.more
workable.

THE SECOND REVOLUTION g ? é_, 7

For China, as for Russia, the great revlolutlonarv op-
“portunity came when the war in Europe had shattered the
- foundations of the prevailing werld order. Sun Yat-sen dxd
/\not live.to make full use of this opportunity. He. died in
»\3192 5- His last great achievement was the ideological prepara-
tion for the Second Revolution of 192627, when he lec-
. <" tured to thousands of his followers at Canton Thcse lec-
¢ tures, which were never. completed, were. edited into their
present form after his death, as the San Min Chu I or Three

S g

, People’s Principles Jhey preserve f for - us.the most 1inportant

A e

statement of Sun Yatsen's ideas. The Three. Principles
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,gare usually translated as Natzonal;sm,,,l)ergocragy, and the

R ST

lQ%%People s Livelihood. Dr.Sun Fo,.the;son.of:Dr-Sun.Yd aw;w;sen, )
-has proposcd as an alternative: rendering: National Democ- ﬁ"
racy,,,Polmcal Democracy,\Economlc%Democracy -

~Sun _Yatsen's teachings have often been called obscure,.

" but therevare certain pm of referece which make it
easier to understand them, At the close of the. European-
:~War in 1918 the whole of Asid was aonated by the fact that
while the nations-which had defeated Germany-had talked. .
~of “making the world safe for democtacy,” they were them-' .
selves clearly determined not to bring the colonial system to
an end. Eastern Asia from-India to Korea.resounded with .
demands, for\mdependence or at -the very“least for in-
creased representatxon in local’ government. In addition; "
-the colonial, peoples. were electrified by the.news of the;..
Russian Revolution. ‘They did ‘not need to understand -
Marxism to appreciate the swmﬁcance of the fall of one -
of-the great empires. In Asia, the most important, sequel
-of the Russian Revoluuon was the- fallure of the ]apanese
‘attemptto annex eastern :Siberia. Thls was “the-first ‘time -
% since the eighteenth century, that a calculated: attempt to
s conquer a colony had failed. - T "
“The very idea of revolutlon in China had therefore beé
come something much more massive than it had been in
a911. ¢ Once the revolutionary moyement had been a spe'ir-
head formed out of intellectuals interested - in theories of
_political systems, ‘and merchants and industrialists who, be- i
cause they lacked political representauon, had .not been”
able to make the most of their economic potenualmes Thet
weakness of this spearhead was -that it did not have much*
of a-shaft. Now, instead, of a spear with a shaft, thegre\ olu- -

nt#embraced the.whole.people ‘hma,

YA,

gentu
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The aim of Sun Yatsen, m lecturing publicly, was to
weld this popular support into the strongest possible coali-
_tion. He had also to deal with one especially delicate prob-
lem: how to reconcile his followers who were afraid of
armed intervention by Britain, America, and the other
Treaty Powers with his other followers who rejoiced in the
aid being given by the Soviet Union. The.Chinese Com-
}mumst Party had been formed in 1921. Its members were
aJlowed to_join. Sun Yat-sen s Kuommtang or Nationalist
Party and some Kuomintang members who were not Com-
hunists were sent-to Russia for study, one of whom was
Chlang Kai-shek. There was also the fact that Sun Yatsen
.had signed agreements with Soviet representatives, and
“~had received Soviet military experts and political organ-
- izers. These agreements alarmed the Treaty Poivers, and
many Chinese, because they were the first and only political
agreements with a Chinese political faction or leader that
had no strings attached to them. The Soviet -Union simply
said that it approved what Sun Yat-sen was trying to do,
and would help him, although it realized that he was not
trying to make China Communist. Previously no Chinese
had ever signed a foreign political agreement without sign-
ing away Chinese territory or resources. The very fact that
Sun Yat-sen had signed agreements with no strings attached
made it suspected that there were secret clauses of control.
There was also the fact that the Gommunists with whom
Sun Yat-sen was dealing were not a solidly united party.
This period was the one of struggle between Trotsky and
Stalin, which also involved every other faction or potennal
,leader of a faction in Russia. China:became.one -of the‘
r 1deolo<rlcal battleorounds s of Russia. Every politically promi-
nent person in the Soviet Union feit called on to contribute

A
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his 1deas on conditions _in Chma, and what ought' to bel
dohe about China. '~ :
<. All of these matters undoubtedly had a great deal todo
‘ w1th the cautious and rather involved way in which Sun _-
_ Yat,senwtall\ed around”’ the__sub]ects of socialism, and com-
mumsm 1and the. apphcatlon of: ries:to.Chinese
_ ,problems He was following | his_established practlce of em-
“phasizing pointsof agreement rather than disagreement,
of drawing to himself.as many new followers as possxble
'w1th0ut alienating old followers. - N
It»wanonlyﬁafterwSun««Yat-senAspdeath that the armies in- -

e o

splred by lns Kuommtang or Natlonahst Party eganfthexr:_.,

'by Russxan mstluctors In addmon, the armies. were ac-

companied and preceded by political organizers. Many of
“these ‘had been trained in Communist methods,eand there,

LR Gty

were C?Illglum“i among.t them but,the«xdeas andamterests
tg,whlchwthey appealed were overwhelmmgly ‘\Tatxonahst
rather*tham Communist. As a result the war- lord. armies,
wluch were not bound together by either patriotism or
: nauonahsm, were overwhelmed as much by pohtlcal dls- .
integration as’ by the profess1on1l superxorlty of the Na-
-tionalists. ' . s .
he prevallmo opinion_of forewn polmcal and busmess
representatives in China was bitterly’ anu-Namonahst al-.
though-a good many missionaries, especially those enoaoed
in educational work and those in the interior who .were' .
closély in touch with the common people,,f:reco“mzed that

%the Kuomintang truly 1epresemed the, people
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a whole. When the Nationalist armies came into the zone
of lono-estabhshed forexcrn interests along the Yangtze there

+ Wwas a succession of crises. Some of the forewners were ar-

) rogantly determined to. maintain the tradmonal attitude
that the Chinese, no matter what they fought about among
themselves, had no.right to disturb foreign “law and order.”
Some of the Chinese were impetuously determined to show
that the time had now come when the Chinese were going
"to do what they liked in their own country and that for-
eigners had better accept this new dispensation or get out
‘of the way, at the risk of being hurt. ‘

- Some foreigners were killed, including missionaries; some

foreign property was burned or looted; but much more
_ publicity was given in the world press to such incidents
- than to several nasty flare-ups of the old “‘gunboat policy”
when foreign warships fired vindictively on the Chinese,
- killing and wounding not 1nd1v1duals but thousands of

C people
/o The rapid, advance.of Lhe Northern Expedition slowed

after Hankow, Nanking, and Shanghai had been occupxed

Rm?mvenmeiayed the march of the

Vationalists north of the Yangtze. As the main Nationalist

‘03 force advanced .up_the railway from Nanking toward Tien-

tsin and Peking the Japanese military forces in the province

of Shantuno obstructed them, provoking an armed clash.

The highest councils of the Kuomintang had now to re-

Coni?flil their_whole, position. In ! lorth China theéy ran
e risk of ¢ an undeclared war with Japan. In Shanghai they
‘occupied the Chinese city, but not the International Con- -

 cession and the French Concession, the greatest strongholds

in China of foreign investment, business interest, and politi-

cal privilege—a center from which powerful pressure was

being brought to bear on Washington, London, and other

' e

o . &
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forelgn capltals. Theiquesuons-wasa.whether the,‘Natlonal
Revolution_should, push.. throughﬁtoﬁ,xmmedlate_a 'dgcom- _‘
plete victory,at the.risk;of foréign military.i )

“should pause,“consohdate its already,,,lmpressweﬁvmtones,

* and try to win by neaotlatlon >the \Test of what had 1 vet t_o 7

be won N 7 By §

V4

m. ,,aunchmcr the b »e‘y'revolutxonaryd movement were now
convingced that, enoud@adabeenrwen’fog‘e;\&ggéngg}& wﬁg@f?
thought thaLE it would.be.yyis lidate. Many of the =4
wealthier Chinese, including” some of those from abroad*

,who had financed and 1nsp1red the Revolution, had now.

shifted at least one foot from the position of “have not™ 0

/ Chmaanwhxch,,;nstead of agitating for,more, chanoe,‘those

?ﬁt fromits SUCCess,.c

uiwho, asleaders of the Revolutlon had been the,ﬁrst,to bene /

P

tra nd organi
t txona oga
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CHAPTER 11

Changing China before the War

FromMm 1928 To 1937 the Chinese government had two main
lines of policy; to achieve uniformity of political structure
and administrative control within China, and to strengthen .
and modernize the country. This was the decade in which
the western-trained Chinese had their greatest opportunity.
They had unlimited things to do, and a strong government
backing them. -This made possible China’s greatest and -
most rapld advances in industrial growth, mining, bankmg,
engineering, education, and medicine and public health.

The whole people felt that China was becoming more mod-
ern and progressive, because they could see it happening.
At the same time the whole nation was conscious of one
great danger: that Japah would not allow it to go on hap-
j ening.

Japanese resistance to the umﬁcatlon of-China began im-
édiately, Wwith an attempt t to’ prevent N’“lonahst ‘control
“of North_ Chma Thls brouight on a crisis. If the Nation-
alists’ pu?hed on too resolutely, thére™was 4 very real dan-
ger that other Treaty. Powers would back up the ]apa-
nese. On :the_other_hand, the Natxonahsts already held
Shanghai and the .Yangtze. If they could show that they in-
@ tended to allow business at a profit forthe i important Ameri-

140
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merchants bankers owners of factorles and'i insurance com- /
- panies and steamship lines, and the overseas Chinese who
remitted money to China? How much heed was to be paid-
To the inland provinces where landlords- were still the
. dominant.Supper,.class”? In the army, where was the balance
. to be struck? Tlhe. oldf ~ ’é}g‘ew rwhelmmgly -of: peasant s
origin.. Ideas like * ‘independence” and~“self-government’}

" were naturally applied by the p€asants to their own prob;
. lems, and took the form of demands for more land and lcssj}'-z
Tent. Among the officers, on the other. hand, there were Cl‘-
- more from the landlord group, Whose better education had *
_enabled them to rise more rapidly in military training. - 'z

Consequently,cxvﬂ war,between the.govemment:and the-

St el Rt

ith -

ffﬁ
Th.edproblem as,a whole can best be rewewed when we
come to the- questlon of the t.played :bysthe_Chinese

< Communists-in. the-war-of-resistance.against.Japan. Forthe
y€ats between 1938-andr1g37;-it.is important -to stréss’ the
fact that China went throuOh much’ more .than. the civil
war aoamst the Communists. The niew National.Govern-.
ment had-to.vindicate.and-extend-its.authority.within the
country. I, .had to win_firststhe.recognition:: and then the

confidence of the more friendly foreign governments, and

bl - - E - . " - - -

%strategv ofﬂavmdmg a, head-on colllslongv ith;]:
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it had to withstand a succession of Japanese invasions.
M/' ithin the country,.the National Government had.to cope
w1th stronig survivals of provincial separatism fggl with both
passive. obstruction and active resistance on the part of
regional war lords.

The. destructiveness and internal social strains of civil
war against the Communists were partly compensated for
by .increased control over provinces where independent

‘war lords were still reluctant to accept the authority of

the National Government. When Communist forces were
pressed back against these provinces, the war lords were
compelled to accept first aid of government troops and
then the financial and administrative supervision of the
central government.

Rapid extension of road and rail communications met
both strategic and economic needs. The primary railway
systems-of China were those which ran parallel with the
coast, joining the Yangtze valley with the Yellow River
plain. These lines had first been built with foreign loans
and under foreign control in order to increase the trade
of the Treaty Ports in the interests of foreign enterprise.
The National Government now began to build lines directly
opening up the hinterland, extending its hold over the
country as a whole and increasing trade without increasing
foreign control. The-two-most. important.lines were one in
South China, from Canton to the Yangtze at Wuchang (op-
posite Hankow), and one in North China which crossed the
old lines from Nanking to,Peiping and from Hankow to
Peiping and reached well up into the northwestern province
of Shensi. Had it not been for these new railways, it is
doubtful whether China couldhave withstood the weight of
the Japanese offensives in 1937 and 1938.

Beyond and between the railways the network of motor

———

~
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eetoday,.actually
P €..5€¢ 'alrplanes bt . never an. /
: automobrle, and many more &who have seen cars and trucks’

but never.a rallway train. There are 1mportant pS)ChOIOU'l« T

cal and social effects, as well- as economic effects,-resiilting
| * from the fact that the remotest regions, , where life has hardly T
‘ ~ changed for centuries, are 1eached first by the most advanced
technological developments. There are. vast areas in China - .
which.will- move directly into_thé age of electnc power' s
sKipping almost”entirely.the age of steam power. - -

In.the. sametperxod‘mChma S h&g&y;‘and light mdustr :
panded w1th unpre cedented rapldlt

AR

»

ownershlp or management, the Chmese beaan to show more : 1
~ and more competence and versatility.”Quantitatively, in
~-numbers of facfories or total of horsepower the achieve-
_ments of Chinése industry by the year 1937 weie so small »
" that they would hardly’ show o n a comparative e-world chart. [ -~
Quahtatlvely, they were as 1mportant as }{east rs to bread" .
Every power-driven machme in China doés two thmrrs it -
operates productlvely and it functtons educauonally Ev ery
factory is a technical trammrr school. The transformation
of China's economy and society is at flash point: as in early
Yankee New England, when the machme aorfe was ]ust com-
ing into its own, the transmon from journeyman worker -
to inventor and skilled engineer can be made inan astomsh- '
ingly short time. ' . -
-To take one. example only a far sighted Chmese enwmeer .
wanted to, design a Diesel engine to’burn tung oil (wood

orl) German engineers refused help——partly to guald therr\ E

- & ¥ o
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trade monopoly, partly because (they said) the over-all de-
velopment of Chinese technique was too weak to attempt
the manifold processes of producing Diesel engines. The
Chinese went ahead on his own. Chemical experiments
- having failed to break down tung oil to a formula satisfactory
for standard Diesels, the problem was solved by altering
compression ratios in the engine itself; machine tools were
then made to produce the redes1gned engines, and a com-
plete mdustry created. -l .

‘TheNational Government showed a high average of skill
in dealing with foreign countries. Here the primary problem
as_the old yearning of the foreign interests for a strong
nap.to.run_China on, théir b;hé’lf These. forexo'n mterests
were still conservative, still disposed to resent as effrontery
any attempt of the Chinese government to make foreign
enterprise respect the national interests of China. They
were still fond of saying that the ordinary Chinese had no
desire to be concerned with government or politics, but
only wanted to be let alone. They also obstinately clung
to the theory that thé foreign concessions and the system
of extraterritoriality were essential safeguards of “law and
order”—although disorder and corrupt politics were still
fostered by the ability of all Chinese war lords and others
‘who got rich in unpatriotic ways to put their money in
foreign banks in the foreign concessions, safe from taxation
or any form of Chinese control.

These for elgn mterests would_have liked nothing better
than to make Chxang Kai-shek their strong man. One of his
major achievements in these years was in bulldmg up the

strength of the government and its international credit with-
out allowing foreign control to increase either politically
or financially. Gradually he succeeded in committing Amer-

-
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ica, and~Great Brltam,\among the~great=;powers;:.,

1t 5 ot?.only to
support;of the.Chmese\government but to, prooresswe re-

péan stood .more
‘gm
and more 1solated both 283 the advocate.,\o,- terntonal and
polmcal nnperla' m _in China and as.a,rival ;__thr‘eatenmo
- American_and Br1tfsh dnte; -Had. this_been entirely
" clear at_the time, there need have been no Second World
" War. Those who have studied the rise of Hitler. as if it
were a purely European phenomenan often overlook the
fact that he came to. power in 1933 only after Jagan had
_exposed thelmgotence of the League of Nations in 1931-32.
“Unfortunately,.many.issues-were. obscured_by;theiact that
some Amencan British. and other. Treat Bower] 1nterests
were«gfmpﬂghetlcmto .the.ambitions.of .Japan..Sn it
— , - S
ferests were inclified in favor of Hitler and ﬁ§§6‘lm1 on
the other side of the wor:ld Forathis.reason. the.early ag-
fgresswegnovesﬂof»«}apan -like_ those. th@rmanywand;‘ltaly,
e not.opposed by united policies.in.the democrati '
' tries. In each democratxc country there were some who were
alarmed by the spread of aggression. On the other hand, a
great many were ignorant. or 1nd1fferent and,,‘ wfggzmwere
: hear,uly,,sympathetlc :
In_China itself, many of those forexgners who had for-
{ merly been predlsposed to look for a strong man to control

the country from.within on.behalf of foreign imperialism
were now inclined.to.substitute, the idea of a strong coun-

LA

i ey A LA

iprimary imperialist and as agent for imperialism in general.
. These were the interests which said: *“Why take the risk of
ldealmg directly with China, where the political future is
uncertain? Why not be satisfied with a limited but comforta-

-~

ry, controlhng*Chma from_the outside and acting both as

,.....Mw-

»
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%ble profit, and a limited risk, by investing in Japan? Let
.japdn take the greater risk and greater proﬁt and_do the
direct_job_ of controlling and exploxtmah(_]}g_n_a

- It was this policy, or rather frustration of policy, which
led the self-styled trustees of law and order in China, in
spite of the misgivings and protests of many people in the
. democratic countries, to tolerate and even t_ox_subsxdxze, the
. ~progess by which Japan destroyed all law_and order, untii
at_last not the _Chinese alone but also the Americans, the
British, and the minor pnv1le0ed peoples like the Dutch,
found themselves fighting not for rivalry and self-interest,

but for simple survival.
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.' CHAPTER Ill

The War.

“THE FIRST ?:;st came when the Japanese mvaded Northeast'
China in 1931.-On the eighteenth of Septémber a.rail.was -
torn.up on the South Manchung Raxlwa . (owned byJapan

< but running through Northeast China). This was on a’
stretch of track heavily guarded by Japanese troops. The

d damage-was discovered after an “express train had passed,

~and nobody was hurt: Nevert’lelessﬁ]apanesem,troops in-
stantlyﬁattacked Mukdcnwth& capital.of theastzChina;”
wathmxa..ffew,hoursgthey,werewselzmgxall;gstrategteypomts,‘
w1thm a few houfs more they were spreadmg along the

* main railway li lmes and _seizing all key. towns.

This invasion cannot be explained by referring to the
diplomatic-documents of the time. The problems involved
wereof thekind known in diplomatic language as ‘delicate”
~so delicate® that the world’s best diplomatic brains were
employed in drawmg up documems that would get around_

' -the real issues without mentioning them. Yet: the:truthavas

!Kfalr]y s1mple' Cliina ~ was, becommg united.. The grea

K-%‘

provinces. of the ‘Northeast had joined t_he National Gov-
ernment and submxtted to its- authorlty by negotlauon
147 : : -
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without civil war. This was a political event of the first im-
portance, because ever since the founding of the Republic
in 1911 these provinces had been known for their political
separatism and their readiness to invade the adjoining parts
of China in civil war.

The Northeast Provinces had a frontier tradition which
made them impatient of control by any government which
was not closely in touch with their immediate problems,
but the people who lived there were none the less patriotic
Chinese who regarded their homeland as a bulwark of the
Chinese nation. They were as much determined to get rid
of Japanese penetration of the Northeast by railway and
mining concessions and all kinds of “special treaties” as the
Chinese of the rest of China were determined to get rid
of all kinds of foreign control and privilege that encroached
on the sovereignty of China. The Northeast Provinces were,
moreover, not a backward frontier region, but one of
China’s most -important frontiers of progress. They had
more mechanized industry in terms of horsepower per unit
of population and more miles of railway per square mile

of territory than any other region of China except the im-

mediate vicinity of Shanghai.
Chano Tso lm the old war lord of the Northeast had

\\\\\

way that it would not be a good thing for the Northeast to
participate in the unification of China by having anything
to do with the new National Government at Nanking. In
spite of thi§ warning, Chang Hsueh-liang had made it his

" personal policy to. identily the Northeast with the rest of

o

M&.f.y,

the nation of China. This was done in 1929. and, the Na-
G mirsm

-.tlonahst ﬂaor was, hmsted The most separaust st provinces in

China had acknowled<red the authonty of the central gov-

M.‘s«_ R - A5 AR L S R
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e "Bmtheast,Chma wis the primary, symbol of,.)apan S 1m- :
perial position; Japan T held in this region not t only pr1v1]eges -
which mutilated _the sovereignty of Chma but privileges
which had beén given enough recocmnon by other powers

" to give Japan two feet within ‘the threshold of China where
other countries had only one' foot in.the doorway.

Fu-mhermore,avhﬂe umtme Cklnae,was rapxdly.‘mcreas-

mg,h]gﬂpa i rd a_domestic

heaviest setback in thé modern hlstory of ]apan through
thelr Lallure?towconquer <beer1a aftex;,lng and. the,,navy

Treaucs ojglgzz Ba_

mg the army and the navy were the
“most powerfm industrial and financial interests in ]apan, :

.whose polmca] link with the armed services was revealed

by the annual budget for naval and miilitary approprlauons

- The fiction of a cleavage between “military” and “ci-
-vilian” interests in Japan, which duped an astonishingly

large number of people in- other countries; was very crude.

In teality, thé civilian 1mper1ahsts were only a little more

timid-than the*military; satisfied from-year.to year ‘with"”
their profitable contracts, they were always inclined to

- hope that the chances for active aggression would be easier

- afd safer next ;year. The’ 1mper1allsts of the armed services
were more impatient. Debate broke down into open action

in- 1931, partly because the “harmless” practice of parlia-
mentary forms had, since 1922, allowed a demand for real
expression of the will of the ‘peopie to grow. This develop-
_ Hent . was regarded by the militarists and thelr civilian
,backers as an acute danger, and the growth of thls “danger”
from within, combmed with the challenge of growmg

- -

- N ¥ . L

d T rd S . .

- g . .

- -~ LR | s

> '



150 THE MAKING OF MODERN CHINA

Chinese unity, made them dec1de that the time had come
for action.

The. invasion of the Northeastetn -Provinces was ac-
cordingly coldly planned and ruthlessly carried out. Its ef-
fects in converting Japan’s privileged position in Northeast
China into outright occupation were no less important
than its effect in creating a “state of emergency” within
Japan, enabling the military and civilian imperialists to

- cut democratic development short and combine a fascist
conquest of the people of Japan at home with imperialist
conquest of Chinese territories abroad. -

* REACTION ABROAD

Crisis in the Far East had its reverberations abroad. In
every country that had economic, political, and strategic
interests in the Far East there was doubt and indecision.
There was a widespread feeling that “something ought to
be done about it,” but those who felt this way were baffled
by the problem of expressing their conviction in terms that
would lead to action by their governments. There was a lag

~in the comprehension of the realities of both China and
Japan which it was not yet possible to overcome.

For a century it had been accepted without question that
the Chinese did not have either the power or the knowledge
to decide the most important questions affecting their own
country; that the things which really mattered were the
things done to China, or in China, or about China, by the
great powers. Out of this long-accepted way of thinking
there had grown an assumption which stood in the way of

-~ any intelligent policy about China: the assumption that%
/" would be an expensive altruism to save China from Japan.
- People were not yet ready to be convinced that China was a

. .
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: country which could be backed in an mtematlonal decision,
. as.one; mlght

s for. mstance, deC1de to, back _]apan against
Russia. Sy L : <
Inthe meantime two. arguments worked strongly,m  favor
--of,Japan One.was.the.argument.that.China,.if.allowed to
R A ar -
“escape entirely from-foreign control,.would.turn out.to.be

(an_unruly country,ﬂvdlsturbxmr to the balance of ‘world

- power. It would therefore be prudent to let the Japanese

take the main responsibility for law and order in China—
in .other words, tg let,the,japanese keep}the,«Chmese m
their.place.” _ .7 _
"~ The; otherkargumentawas thatsthe,real.is
tween,J apan.and;China-at.all,-but
sia..According-to this. araument«thee«mvasmnwof Manchuria
had «launched, the*]apanese,@,unswervmglyn.,aoamst. Russia.

he ]aEanese were_bound to turn_the Northeastern,Prov-

* inces."into_the base for a further invasion, of K Russm If

they succeeded. easily, the vast- undeveloped regions of

eastern Siberia would keep the Japanese busy for a long
i o

time besides which they would. certainly have to. come to

the western democracies: for -investments and. profitable

\

loans Even if the conquest ‘of Siberia turned.out to be .

dlfﬁcuit«thls would be to. the iriterest of thé .western de-
mocracies, which in_the pro€ess of backing Japan against
Russia would: recover full control-of the balance of power

-

in the Far East. . S .

N . . . gf —

)

- TTTFAILURE OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS -. "~ B

Caught between japanese détermination and the lalssez- .

faire of Britain and America, the Chinese and their gov-

ernment hesitated. A conviction swept through the country
that this was no-belated renewal of nineteenth- -century
.. . . . s N = ¥

e - -
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imperlahsm /It was no indlrsion, to be beught off by
paying rar}som——the opemno of a new treaty port, the ced-
ing of a new leased territory, or the granting of enlarged
economic concessions. It was something bigger even than
the cutting off of -the vast and rich Northeast. It_was the
beginning of the final decision between life and death,
freedom and conquest, for the whole’ Chmese _people.
A sense of fateful decision was in the air; but the sense of
decxslon did not make it easy to decide on a course of action,
/ "It must be remembered what kind of country China was in
1931. The government had been founded on two policies,
ne foreign and one “domestic. ” The forelgn mo
&) come to terms with the powers whnch had_great vested in-
terests in_China. These powers had the ablhty to act, but .
,/ were in some instances badly frlghtened by the idea that the
2’ “ defense of their vested interests against the Japanese might
cost them more than those interests were worth, in othe_r_ in-
stances by the idea that China might “lapse into chaos.” The
domestic gowas to slow down the course,of r revoluuon‘
P in China before it could makea full transmon Erom EQ_I}txcal
“revolution to social revoluuon The two pohcxes interacted
mumatel¥ on_each other ‘The National Government was

.one-that stood for law and order, and as such it had begun

receive foreign support and foreign credit. Customs

" receipts—the most important index of foreign trade, and

therefore of the prosperity of foreign interests in China and

forelon contentment with the state of affairs in China—
were going up steadily.

The Chinese government therefore had reason to feel
that it was already making a good showing in the actual
accomplishment of those things which Japanese propaganda
had always claimed it was the “mission” of Japan to accom-
plish in China. There was no need for Japan to act as the

¥
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protector of all forelon mterests 1nCh1na, because forelgn
mterests Were enjoying better conditions than they had for -

,3two decades. Old foreign’ investments were more sectire,
sand the refurn on them more steady and less speculanve,
nor was there any need for Japan to act as the channel and
guarantor for new investments, because gpportunities for

" new direct investments IWere.o;;eEn-ing up. Theré was no
need for Japan to :‘save China from chaos” "because the .

" National Governmenf had restored order ¢ over a wider area
than ‘had even been pacxﬁed by any foreign intervention.
Far beyond the Tteaty Ports, wherever the authonty of the

++ National Government_extended, ,the-l.‘gte,rlor was safe. for

Ztravel and trade. As for Japan’s most sensational bid for

\\mternatlonal svmpathv——the function of. saving China

from communism_and holdmgr back the_jBolshewk flood
from Asia”——that was also superﬂuous The National Gov-
ernmerit had pmned the Chmese Commumsxs mto alimited

',forewn credlt and planes and m1hta1;y,t gulpment pur--
chased from abroad were-being used ona large scale acramst
the Communists. A

Accordingly, it Tooked as. though China mlght perhaps
save the Northeast without actually going to war. If China
had in fact décided to ﬁght the risks would have been very

At
great.. The troops _of the Northeast were among the _best

" equipped in China. Had they made a stand in full force,
and had they been defeated; it would have taken too much
time to send other picked troops to the Northeast~ and-the - -
rest of China would have been fatally exposed because the
]apanese navy had access to ‘the entire coast. © -~

C_h_gxa therefore decxd_ed to fransfer the whole issue’ to

- the League of Nations, and orders were issued to the'North-
eastern troops to withdraw with as little fighting as"possible:

- -
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There was this much in favor of the appeal to,the League: it
‘"Taiforce other counmes—pnmar:ly Britain and Amer-
1ca—to share in the crisis. Would they not feel obliged to,
‘rggt_{al_n J_qggq2 The essence.of. Japan’s.claim.was.the.desire
to 'be‘ r&e'covnized as_ the international trustee of “law and
order _in China. The essence of China's case was that under
the National Government there was more law and order,
and a better prospect for the future, than at any time in
the history of China’s contact with the western world.

It need not be assumed that the Chinese naively mistook
the League of Nations for an impartial tribunal. The League
was in fact a kind of stock exchange of power politics, where
profits and losses could be added up in committee meetings
and written off in treaties instead of being fought out on the
battlefield. Here the Chinese would have at least a chance
of winning, and even if they did not win they would at least
be able to cut their losses. The Soviet Union was not a
member of - t_h_c;_lf_gcue Neither was America; but precedent
existed for associating Am _ ica with decisions worked out
by the League of Nations, while on the other hand the

L. R e
-VVashmcton _Conference of 1922 was a precedent for ex-
'cludmg Russxa from mternauonal decisions in the Far East.

Since it was Japan’s aim to identify China with Russia,
or at least with the “Bolshevik menace,” while it was to
China’s interest to enlist the traditional American support
for the territorial and political integrity of China, the ap-
peal to the League was a safer move than an appeal to arms.
The Tesult of this appeal was, it is true, a costly defeat for
China; but it was not a final defeat, and at the price of this
defeat China bought the ume in which to prepare for the
final struggle

© It is difficult to summarize the League’s decision. The
————_

SRRt~ O B 18 vt
’/Iﬁtton Comm1551on sent out to see what had Thappened

T e A W e DL L

-



THE WAR" ‘ 155

“(as if séniethirlng might have happened that was not ob-

{ﬂiou‘s) made a report that was a masterpiece in the digni-
ed acceptance of international indignities. Japan-left.the - *
Leaguc,and set.up in Northeast.Chini.a.make:believe.state :

WHICh It caﬁeﬁ “Manchukuo " ALhis. device was 1emarkably

R

:successful in its main m&'t'EﬁT“ Japan got the power to do.
- anything it liked in Northeast China, W.hlle,pECL@ldLng that
the responsibility belonged to *‘Manchukuo.” .
"To_this there was an adroit American retort, the Hoover-
Sumson doctrine of “nonrecognition,.. M\blc .was followed-
L)gy Br;tam The-doctrine di not confess that Amerlca
‘would not_fight in. sapport of the tradmonal Amerlcan
policy as to China’s territorial and political mtegnty, but ‘
neither 'did it promise that America would not fight in_

support of this pohcy at'some more opportune time.

k)

o - . )
\ EROM. MUKDEN TOPEARLHARBOR ! % 3 -—‘g

- . v,mta.fsa..\mmw

“However much Americans insist - that _the €5 pen Door
pohcy came:out of the ‘‘Manchurian 1nc1denpﬁ aliye,. the,
LeafrueJOf Natlons came out dead.

__The consequences have been- recxted agam and atram.
Italy went.on an old-fashioned slave catching expedltlon in

e Y R e e T
* Ethiopia. Fascism was established in Spain with the overt ;
aid of Germany and Italy and the half-ashamed, half-defiant

Mmm
connivance of America, Britain, and France, Hitler rose t rose to

IR AT A Sty
. power in Germany and was 1mmed1ately offered bank ac- -
counts all over the world. The ultimate repudiation of com-
mon decency was the betrayal of Czechoslovakia—an out- . .
and-out commercial deal, and dishonest at that.. Winston
Churchill was one of the few statesmen who criticized this
deal at the time. - ~ - 7
~ . . . . . N
. In the.meantime China, having cut its losses on the stock
. ‘ .

- ’ »
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exchange of international power politics, began patiently
to maneuver from an apparently weak position into one
that was much stronger for the long pull. The conflict be-
tween the newly inflated claims of Japan and the vested
interests of Britain anid America began to tell. Governments
which had acquiesced in the League’s decision on Northeast
China were in no position to restrain private interests from
dealing with the Japanese in exploiting the newly seized
territory, or from contributing raw materials and tech-
nology—including designs for airplanes and motors, and
formulas for high-octane gas—to the rapid military ex-
pansion of japan. Yet they were simultaneously forced to
adopt policies which, they hoped, would insure against
further sudden moves by Japan.

The more it became evident that Japan could not be
forced to attack Russia, the more it became evident that
“any new movement against China would not be at the
expense of China alone but also at the expense of the vested
interests and future economic prospects of America, Britain
and France. To an increasing extent America and Britain

. were now associated in interest with China, though not
politically committed to China. Military equipment con-
tinued to be shipped to China, and money was no longer
lent to China simply as money, but as an economic im-
plementation of a political course of action.

Many Americans were able to take China’s loss of the
Northeast so calmly that they were inclined to think that
perhaps it was not so very serious for the Chinese either.
Even now, many assume that war almost broke out between
7Japan and China in 1931, and then really began in 1937,

fter the incident at the Marco Polo ‘Bridge. “The fact is
that the war really began in 1931 a and never stopped From'
1931 to, 1937 it was a llmlted war 1; after the Marco Polo
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K!‘l e_incide mc1dent in 102’7 1t became an unhmlted war; and
after Pearl Harbor the war between Chma and Iapan

- merged into a total or global war. . )

Anybody who goes back to the newspapers and Books of - _.
the time will find that there’ was a w1despread and incredibly
;rg__lig assumption, that_the seizure of the Northeast would"
,_isatxsfy the, Japanese for,a, long time, because they would,
have to “dlfrest 360,000 square mlles of territory- with
30 000,000 mhabltants and 4 great variety of undeveloped
nd partly developed resources The,truth_was_that the

Hapanese did not,pause or hesitate, The League of Natlons .
and America had abandoned the Northeast to them; fol-

" —against Chma relent]essly ; . ‘_

- .

_]rFIOL AND NORTH CHINA “AUTONOMY"
TN s sy SRR Fen

-

nchukuo * Like ma sX thlngs itha’to’phavc‘ h%&?@v»ﬁ “
-Asna in recent years, this move was much more 1mportant
* than it secmed to’ many people at the time. - There are
‘. 100,000 square miles of terrrtory in the province of jehol
and all this the Japanese took ‘in a campaign that lasted
_eéxactly ten days. They did so by the use of motorized troops
. on a scale that had never -before been seen, even in ma-
neuvers. The Americans and British do not seem to have
taken any.particular notice; but it can hardly be doubted
that the Germans did, and that the methods de'nonstrated
by the Japanese in Jehol encouraged the Germans to develop
the methods by which they later seized Austria ahd Czecho—
7 slovakia -and overwhelmed Poland. )

- With' Jehol in their hands, the Japanese were in a posi-

- ?_'
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tion to extend their strategic power westward through Inner
Mongolia, and to dominate Peiping and the great North
China port of Tientsin. Holding their strategic power in
reserve, the Japanese began to apply political and economic
pressure. First, they wrecked the economic life of North
China by encouraging wholesale smuggling. This was done
by armed men who were protected by Japanese troops and
naval forces whenever necessary. North China was flooded
with Japanese goods which had paid no duty. Chinese
industry and trade were ruined and the government was
deprived of a large part of the customs revenue from foreign
trade which was the most 1mp0rtant item in China’s na-
tional revenue.

Economic chaos opened the way to political penetration.
The Japanese began to demand that the five northern prov-
inces of Hopei, Shansi, Suiynan, Honan, and Shantung be
recognized as a part of China which had “legitimate aspira-
tions” of its own. They demanded that the Chinese govern-
ment set up a special “political council” in this area, to deal
with the Japanese. This arrangement was intended to estab-
lish the principle that in certain parts of China local interests
were more important than national interests, and that such
parts of China should be allowed to deal “autonomously”
with Japan, instead of through the National Government.
The next step, of course, was to demand that the personnel
of the “North China Political Council” be acceptable to
the Japanese, to encourage local militarists to accept Jap-
anese patronage, and to detach the military forces as a
whole from allegiance to the National Government.

To a limited extent the Japanese were succéssful. All the
scum in North China rose to the surface and began to collect
about them. This misled a good many foreign observers %

——
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into thinking either_ that the trend toward unity and na-
tional patriotism in ‘China had come too late or else that
.the Chinese were hopeless, mcapable of lasting political
unity, and fatally vulnérable to the combined use of money

~ and strength. The truth was, however, tha[\the strencrth of
China really did lie in the people, not in 1nd1v1duals "Under
the surface, the people were neither confused nor. dis-
heartened by the Japanese use of terror combined with
COTTUptiOfi.. I : N

Though the- ]apanese appeared almost to have succeeded
in severing North China from thé rest of China, -a-double-- -
process was in fact going.on. In the part-of China not yet
reached by the Japanese, the will to resist'was hardening,
and the consciousness that the time was coming for a great
nauonal ‘effort spread back into North China, heartening
" the. people “with the feeling that they did not stand alone
but had the support of a_vast nation behind them. From -
North China in turfi the spirit of unw1llmgness to submit
was 51m11arly communicated to the“rest of China, where it
encouraged people to think that resistarice was possxble It
‘was as if, throughout the nation, people were saying “‘we"
want+a_front on which to resist”’; and as if the people in
~North China were saymg ‘we w1ll make a front, if you will
back it.” N
D

-

THE SIAN KIDNAPING B

Th*s»feelmgdcrystalhzed in December 1 36 v%vh'en Gen-
eralissimo, Chiang Kai-shek was kxdnapggm t Sian. In this,
" incident all the political tendencies that hadibeen at work

in China for many years‘were brought together and con-

centrated in a few hours of one man’s life, shapet v—l}p into

-

- ‘
° L
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sharp issues, and then resolved in such a way as to create a
new stability, balance, and unity of purpose in hundreds of
millions of people. .

From the time that the Japanese took the Northeast, the

National Government had intensified its efforts to unify
and to organize the rest of China. The campaign against the
Communists in South Central China had been pressed un-
relentingly. In 1985 and 1936, while Japanese penetration
and pressure in North China were forcing things nearer to
a climax, the Communists were.dislodged from their posi-
tion to the south of the Yangtze. Withdrawing in a spectacu-
lar retreat known ever since as the “Long March,” they first
struck far west, to the frontiers of Tibet, then swung around
to the north and east, and finally took up a new position in
the northern part of the province of Shensi. Here they oc-
cupied a stretch of territory that was economically very poor
" but strategically very important. On the west they touched
one of the most important Moslem regions in China, where
the Mohammedans are a powerful political minority with
a good deal of military strength. On the north they touched
‘Inner Mongolia, a thinly populated and almost defenseless
area dangerously open to Japanese motorized invasion. On
the east they touched Shansi, a province enclosed by moun-
tains and rich in minerals, one of the most important ob-
jectives in Japan’s proposed step-by-step dismemberment of
China. On the south stood the open plain of Sian, one of
the key strategic areas in China.

On this side the Communist forces were hemmed in by
troops of the National Government. Among them were
many thousands who had been withdrawn from the North-
east in 1931 and 1932 while the “Manchurian Incident” was
being debated at Geneva. They were under the command of

~
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Chang Hsueh hang, who was almost their heredxtary com-
mander.

.

_y the end of 1936 there was a growmg feeling in China

that the Communist prorlem was_ 1o, longer nearly so
4.ser10us _Japanese encroachment The Commumsts who

had once been lodged in the heart of China, had now-been -

herded away to a far frontler Nexther mrhtarlly nor geo-
' graphlcally were they in_a .position to seize power. On the
other hand, they were in a’position to fight the Japanese

if war. should break out in North China. Ever.since 1934,

an important part of thé Communist prOpaganda had been

o
the demand for a truce. between the Communists and the~.

Natloggj,mGovernment and a nauonal umted front agamst
the ]apanese “Very well, /people were begmnmg to say;
“if they want to fight ‘the Japanese, let them: Resistance

against the Japanese is what we all want.” '

This feeling came. to a head among the Northeastern’

"Chinese - troops who were part of the cordon around the
Communists in the provinces of Shen51 and Kansu.” At
‘points: along the line they even began to fraternize with the
Communists. There was a crisis over the question of military
disciplinie and control. With’ the personal ' courage and will-

ingness“to assume the most dangerous responsrbrhty that " -

had made him the. unifier of China, Chiang Kai-shek went

to Sian. There was_open - mutiny; .Chang Hsueh hang ar-

rested him and attempted to force him to agreé to a sweep-
ing political and military settlement of all issues. The Gen-

eralissimo, though a prlsoner, Tesolutely insisted on his °

authority as commander in chief, refusing to negotiate with
mutineers. The situation was not only tense but amazingly
" complicated. Chang Hsueh-liang’s Northeasterners were not
the only troops on the spot; there were also local provincial
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troops, not very well disciplined and not directly subject
to the orders of the National Government. The Communists
were not far away, and there were also forces of the National
Government within striking distance. Practically every body
of troops implicated was either surrounded or outflanked
or threatened in the rear by some other force. There was
the greatest danger that before the tension could be broken
the Generalissimo would be killed.

However, the tension was broken. Madame Chiang, re-
fusing to allow government troops to advance on Sian,
flew there herself to be with her husband. At the same time
the Communists, instead of moving to take advantage of
the crisis, sent one of their most important leaders to Sian
to take part in negotiations. The final outcome was even
more dramatic than the original mutiny. The Generalis-
simo was unconditionally released. Not only was he released,
but Chang Hsueh-liang, who had been his captor, atcom-
panied him to the National Capital and gave himself up
as a mutineer to be tried by court-martial.

While Chiang Kai-shek was under detention there were
demonstrations all over the country in support of him.
When he was unconditionally released, these were followed
by even more impressive demonstrations of joy and relief.
China had come through a crisis the significaince of which
could be felt emotionally even by those who could not ex-
press their feelings in politicil terms. At the end of the
most remorselessly fought civil war in China’s history there
had been a threat that civil war would flare up again in
spite of-the way in which the nation was imperiled by Jap-
anese aggression. When, instead, an attempted military -
coup d'état turned into agreement by all concerned for the
welfare of the country, the reaction of all Chinese was more
‘than one of relief: it was one of achievement. The fact that



o “THE WAR ’ < " 163

the’ Genera]1551mo was released without paying. political
ransom was a tacit announcement that the. Chinese were
now a united people. They could turn and face the Japanese
= =péril .without fear of treachery or civil war within the
country. The very fact of China’s new inner cohesion made -.
_an attack by Japan inevitable. The japanese were now
forced to abandoen the hope of breakmg up China by-the
method of local penétration -and regional pressure.. They
were foiled by a new toughness in the Chinese people, even - -
in North China where the Japanese bayonets were clustered
most thl(kly and Japanese planes roared daily over the main .
cities, flying Iow to show the bombs in the racks. They had
. now either to back down or shoot to kill. | - -
While“attack had become inevitable, remstanee'was now \ -
also predetermified. The Generalissimo’s policy had been
one of long range preparation for final resistance when the-
time cime. The Sian incident showed him that the time had
now come. China had been through a period in which the
* main problem had ‘been the assertion of control by the
National . Governmcnt ‘That ‘phase . was., now over. The
people were pressing the government for leadership.

) . oo : v - B gé}‘% ’

Marco Polo Bt_n@ge outslde Pe1 kmc{ th e k}pjan;ese bevan to
shoot to. ut they made the fatal ‘mistake of still ] trying.

to 0, combine_politics with fmng Which they -
'began at the Marco Polo* Bridge was a deliberate attempt
at a “putsch” as’a last alternative to a full-scale invasion of -
JChina. This was a miscalculation and a calamity for Japan.
The Japanese had taken" great care to get everythmg fixed

up in.advarice, and with respect to many of the hlgher
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political and military positions in North China they had
good reason to believe that things would stay fixed. The
long period of pressure and indirect control, and the ‘ag-
gressive way in which the Japanese insisted that men ap—
pointed by the Chinese government must be “acceptable”
to the Japanese authorities, had resulted in the assignment
to North China of a few men who were so defeatist-that
they would not hesitate to take Japanese orders, and a great
many who had so little faith in their own country and their
own people that they could easily be bluffed once the
Japanese war machine started rolling.

In this situation an unexpected factor saved North China
long enough to make the fighting spread beyond the pro-
portions”of the “local incident” planned by the Japanese
and become a war of national survival clearly understood
by the whole Chinese people. This unexpected factor was
the Chinese common soldier—the man most underesti-
mated, and often despised, by foreign observers; the man
who was supposed to be of no political consequence except
as the armed but only half-trained hireling of some war
lord. In and around Peiping, and in and around Tientsin,
the key points of the “local incident” which was planned
to paralyze North China and convert indirect Japanese
control into open military occupation, an adequate number
of officers in the right positions had been “fixed” by the
Japanese. The only thing that went wrong was that the
Chinese common soldier refused to be sold out. In regiment
after regiment, division after division, the spirit of resistance
flared up among the rank and’file. Men refused to be
marched off to places where they could not fight. Without
orders, they began to shoot when they saw something to
shoot at. .

The result was confusion and slaughter. The Japanese
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had amllery and machine guns ready at. points chosen in
advance, and airplanes ready to take off. They began to kill;

but once Chinese resistance had begun, it could not be

" broken.’It spread liké wildfire. There were even cases of
higher officers who had clearly decided to submit fo the

japanese and then, once resistance had begun changed _

- their minds and went back to their men. The resistance
was too lacking in organization to save North China; but
it delayed the Japanese.time table first by hours, then by
days, and then by weeks. A war had begun. .

It was a .national war. just as the Germans, _when they

w

“took Austria and again when they took Czechoslovakia, had .

carefully concentrated- military power so as to crush local
resistance if it should break out, and at the same time had
taken the greatest precautlons to prevent the general spread

of war, so the Japanese ‘had done everything they could to-

be “conciliatory” in central China.’ All along the Yangtze
valley they actually withdrew their citizens, and in Shanghai
_they lay'low, anxious not to- provoke or challenge the Chi-

nese. The maneuver did not work, because when Chinese

“resistance wrecked the Japanese time table in the notth, the.

Japanese at Shanghai felt the loss of prestige, and became .

too nervous and quick on the trigger. The tension also ex-
" cited the old jealousies between the Japanese army and navy.
In- fggz, at the time of the “Manchuriin Incident,” the
E ]apanese navy, jealous of the way in which the Japanese

‘army was running wild in the Northeast, had attempted to_
take Shanghai as a gesture of bravado: It had failed,"and had
- to be rescued by large expeditionary forces of the Japanese”
- army. In 1937 the navy, attempting 16 avenge the disgrace

of 1932, once more assaulted Shanohat with massed crmsers .

and destroyers moored alongside the cxty and pouring a

: ternble gunfire into it. -
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Once more the Chinese resistance at Shanghai amazed the
world. Once more the Japanese navy failed to take a city
which lay under its guns. In the attempt to salvage.its pres-
 tige, the Japanese navy lost thousands of men in frontal as-

sault and house-to-house fighting, but was finally forced to
let the army land fresh troops at points some distance away
and compel the Chinese to withdraw by threatening to out-
flank and encircle them. The fighting then moved toward
Nanking, the capital of China. Once out in the open, the
Japanese could fully exploit their superiority in planes, ar-
tillery, and motorized equipment. In addition the Chinese
were permanently outflanked by the Japanese navy, which
now came to the aid of the land forces, moving up the Yang.
tze River abreast or ahead of them, making it impossible
for the Chinese to form a line protected at one end by the
river. '

The Japanese pressed on so hard that it was impossible
for the Chinese to make a major stand between Shanghai
and Nanking or at the city itself. They had to abandon their
capital. When the ]apane’se entered it, they ran amok.
While the city burned, looting, raping, and the murder of
military prisoners and civilians went on for weeks. Not only
did Japanese officers fail to control their troops; many of
them did not want to, and joined in the atrocities them-
selves. So terrible were the horrors of Nanking that their
military significance has been overlooked. When they
reached Nanking, the Japanese had such an advantage that

_they could probably have pushed on, split up and encircled
* most of the best divisions in the Chinese army, and won a
victory that would really have crippled China and made a
short war possible. “The opportunity which they lost at
Nanking has never been within their reach again.
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'THE GREAT,POWERS AND THE WAR  ;

A word should be said about the attitude of other coun-
tries at this time. The Sovxet Union, which many had”
.thought would be the next victim of Japanese aggression,
“openly showed its approval of Chmese resistance from the
very beginning, and from the very beginning supplied -
China with war material ‘and ﬁnanc1al aid to the best of its
ability. The great democracxes showed split personalities.
. On the one‘hand there was a spontaneous admiration for
Chinese resistance; combined with a fatal hesitation when
it came to the point of behevmg that Chinese resistance
could actually be successful. This mdecmon was shown by
- copious references to the courage of the Chmese combined
with an uncomprehending lack of apprecxanon for the skill ~
which the Chinese high command began.to show almost
from the begmnmg in evading the conditions of. battle
which the Japanese tried to impose, and cstablxshmg, in-
stead the conditions which enabled the Chinese to continue
_ toresist. From week to week the fact that the Chmese were”
still in the field was referred to as a “miracle,” while practi-
cally no attempt was made to explain the miracle by loglcal
military analysxs : -

On the other hand; the great democracxes were appalled
by the fear that they might spread the war more widely and
become involved in it if they attempted to restrain.Japan..
Yet at the same time that they insisted upon “keepmg outof -
war,” the temptations of profit were too great to allow them
to keep out of the kind of trade which the war created and-
oftered to them. The ultimate outgrowth of this self-contra-
dictory. amtude was a system of * ‘neutrality” which allowed

- - -
" -
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unlimited sale of raw materials to Japan and unlimited in-
vestment of private capital in Japanese war industries, while
arbitrarily limiting the sale and transport to China of ready-
made war supplies, and even the uses which the Chinese gov-
ernment was allowed to make of loans granted or sanctioned
by foreign governments.

« 13

TRADING SPACE FOR TIME

After the bloody interlude of Nanking, the Japanese col-
umns began to batter their way ahgad again. Their strategic
aim was to occupy the two main railway systems which join
the Yangtze valley and the Yellow River valley, and to con-
trol the whole of the vast area traversed by these railways.
One of these systems connects Nanking and Shanghai with
Peiping and its port of Tientsin. It lies not far mland ‘and
runs roughly parallel with the coast. Farther inland lies the
Peiping-Hankow line. The two systems are connected by the
Lunghai line, striking directly inland.

It was now too late to entrap and annjhilate the Chinese
armies, which were engaged in delaymg actions on a vast
scale. Their strategy was the same defense in depth which
the Russians, with more and better equipment, later used
even more effectively against the Germans. The Chinese
tactics were to give way at the point of heaviest Japanese
pressure, but to close in on the flanks and communications
of the Japanese columns or wedges. This was the strategy
and tactics which Chiang Kai-shek called ‘“‘trading space
for time.” Its greatest success was in the famous battle of
Taierhchwang, when a Japanese mechanized spearhead,
trying to thrust too daringly along the Lunghai Railway
from the coastal railway system to the Peiping-Hankow
line, was cut off and almost annihilated by the Chinese.
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In splte of. the skill with which the Chmese forced the .
Japanese to fight their kind of war, the Japaneser had one
advantaoe which they used again and" aoam The_Japanese’
had a navy and the Yangtze River is so deep and’'wide that
ocean-going vessels and large cruisers can steam all the way
upto HanLow, in the heart of the country. It was as if Amer-
ica, with no-navy,- _were fighting an 1mader whose navy ‘
could steam all the way up the M1551551pp1 to St. Loujs. The
]unctlon of the Missouri' and the. Mlssmsxppx, abovée St~
Louis, corresponds roughly with the Junctxon of the Han

- River'and the Yangtze at Hankow. ' :

~ Theére is ‘friction” and Jealousy between the japanese ’
-army and navy which have frequently hampered-the execu-
tion of Japan’s 1mperlahst1c strategy; but there is also co- -
operation between army and_navy. Our-own failure- to..
recognize the xmportance of Japanese naval act10n1n China
has resulted in overestimation of thé Japanése army and
underestimation of Chinese military skill and competence.”
Roughly speaking, it can be said that the Japanése army has
been able to strike into China only as far as-the navy can
reach: It is possible that the ]apanese land forces would
never have been able to get to Hankow at all if the ]apanese )
navy had not been able to get theré; certainly. they would
not have been able to get there by the end of 1938. -

" By the end of 1938, however, the Japanese navy was too
much for the Chinese army. Although the Chinese front was .
never shatteled its flank was repeatedly. turned along the
Yangtze, and toward the end of 1938 the Japanese navy en-
abled the land forces to reach Hankow and simultaneously
to take the great city ‘of Canton on the coast. These losses
deprived the Chinese of both ends-of the strategically im-.
portant Canton-Hankow railway; but they-have never lost

3

control of the inland sectionof the line. _ .-
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MAGNETIC WARFARE AND GUERILLA FIGHTING

A new phase of the war begah after the fall of Hankow
and Canton at the end of 1938, and lasted until the Japanese
attacked Pear] Harbor at the end of 194:. With the Japanese
navy in control of the coast and the Yangtze, the Chinese
could receive no more supplies by ship and rail except for
a-very small trickle through French Indo-China. The kinds
of supplies that could be sent by this route were very much
limited by French anxiety not to be “unneutral” toward
the Japanese; and the route was closed entirely when the
Japanese took over Indo-China in 1940. The Chinese were
now limited to what they could get over the truck road from
Burma, which they had in the meantime built for them-
selves, and over the 2,000-mile truck route from.the Soviet
Union. Of these, even the Burma Road—by which Ameri-
can supplies arrived—was closed for 2 few months in 1940
when the British were put in a desperate position by the fall
of France and were forced by the Japanese to stop shipments
at the Burma frontier.

During these three years the Chinese fought a new kind of
delaying war. You can draw on the map an almost straight
line from Peiping through Hankow to Canton, and this is
all that is needed for a rough diagram of the Japanese front
in China. Wherever the Japanese are to be found west of
this“line, they are virtually besieged, as they are in the
mountainous province of Shansi, and at Ichang on the Yang-
tze. China east of this line contained, in 1937, almost the
whole of China’s industrial production; almost the entire

\railway system; most of the well-developed coal mines; the
richest agricultural production; and more than half the.
total population. West of this line the Chinese have today
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less than ten per cent of China’s former industrial produc-

“tion; some fragments of railway; mining resources that have

largely been developed since the war began; and a system
of motor roads that is badly hamperéd by the dlfﬁculty of .
getting fuel, new trucks;and spare parts. . - -
The kind of war that could be fought up to Pearl Harbor
.and to a large extent smce Pearl Harbor, was dlctated by this .
division,of China. West of the'line from Peiping to'Canton _
through Hankow begins thie hilly country.of China, in con-
" trast to the great open plams of the lower Yellow River ands -
Yangtze valleys to the east. It is in the open country that the .
-~ Japanesé get the -most advantage out of their motorized
equipment and arullery With command of the air, they are
able to detect any Chmese attempt to concentrate a-large.
~” striking force, and to make their own stronger concentra- ~
tions of artillery and tanks. In the more h111y and broken
country, the Chinese are able to hide their movements and,~
concentrauons from- Iapanese observation planes .. '
" This is the explanation of what Chiang. Kaishek calls
magnetlc warfare.” Whenever the. Japanese attempt a
fnajor thrust the Chinese retreat, without losing contact,
until they-have drawn the.Japanese’ column far from its -
starting pomt By scattering their defense the Chinese force _
theJapanese to weaken their main column by detaching" .
units from it. As the Chinese are very weak in amllery,

- the ideal momént for them to strike is when they have

drawn the Japanese into country where their artillery can
neither keep up in large numbers nor maneuver .advan- -

‘tageously. The Chinese then bring their trench mortars into
_ action; with these and with machine guns and rifles and
~ finally with hand grenades and bayonets, they close in on

the Japanese at every point of contact, preventing reinforce-
ment from the rear of the column and at the’ same time

-
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destroying the head of the column. It was in this way that
the Chinese won the battles of Changsha in 1941 and 1942,
and the Ichang campaign of 1943.

While the Chinese have been able to fight the Japanese
to a standstill by these methods, they fight under one ter-
rible disadvantage. They cannot convert a victory into a
large-scale counteroffensive ot their own, because once they
come out to the open country it is the Japanese who have
the advantage in mobility, concentration, and overwhelm-
ing superiority of fire power. East of the great dividing
- line, therefore, the Chinese resort to guerilla warfare. The
region of guerilla warfare is not really “Occupied China™
as it is often called, but penetrated China. The Japanese
occupy many points, and keep communications open be-
tween these points. The bulk of the country and the mass
of the population are subject to vindictive Japanese raids,
but are not under Japanese control and are able to organize
themselves. The guerillas have greatly hampered Japanese
exploitation of China’s resources, but they have not been
able to win back wide territory or strategic points. Final
Japanese defeat awaits the strengthening of China’s regular
armies.

The political prospects arising from this guerxlla warfare
are even more important than its military prospects. The
guerillas have been able to survive at all only because they
have found out how to live between fights; how to cultivate
their land and secure the harvest in spite of the Japanese;
how to organize the.duties and responsibilities of individ-
uals and village communities. They have appealed directly
to the polmcal instincts of the Chinese people and have
found in them the ability to organize a society that works.
“This is primary- proof that the society of China, especially
the rural society that makes up the bulk of the popula-
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tion, is capable of democracy in the functional sense of
government by the will of the majority, with the consent
of minorities, for the greatest good of the greatest nuinber.

Guerilla China is not uniform. Some of the guerillas are
irregular troops who form an extension, behind the Japa-
nese lines, of China’s regular forces and receive orders, or
at least directives, from the commanders of regular forces.
Some guerilla regions in Penetrated China remit taxes to
the National Government at Chungking. Scme guerillas
are CQmmunists. Others, without being Communists, are
on friendly terms with the Communists and borrow experts
from them to train their troops and show them how to set
up social and economic organization.

The determining factor, however, is not the question of
whether guerillas are in touch with National Government
organizers or Communist organizers. What matters most is
that millions of people are fighting in defense of their coun-

_“try by defending their own homes and their own fields, and

“surviving. It is always true that it is easiest to organize peo-
ple when they want to be organized. It is equally true that
the success of political propaganda depends even more on
the readiness of people to hear it than on the skill of the
propagandists. The widest surge of action in the Chinese

~ Revolution was in 1926-27, when the Kuomintang came
into power and the National Government was founded.
This was largely because the Kuomintang was well-organ-
ized and was led with enthusiasm; but even more it was
because the whole nation was in a mood for action—ac-
tion against militarism and separatism within the country,
and action against foreign control and exploitation.

A similar mood is building up to even greater power in
the China of today. When the constraint imposed by Japa-
nese invasion is broken by China’s final victory, the whole
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naticn will ‘surge forward toward- all the forms of actxve
paruapatlon in public and national affairs which naturally
go with the feeling’ that the people havé won for themselves

a great victory and created a country that-is really free and ‘
‘united by i its freedom ind'its v1ctory .

A -
s N

. *
. AFTER PEARL HARBOR.

With tife news- of, Pearl Harbor, a great-wave of hope
spread over China. Terrible though the news was, it proved
that the Chinese were right. They had always contended
that the British and Amencan hope of avmdmg war with
Japan was a delusxon. "Too many British-and Americans had
played around “with the shallower kind of ‘realism.” They
were half willing to believe that Japan had been driven into
aggression because of too much population and too- little
raw matenal The Chinese realized that ]apan was in the °
gripof a militarisin which, exactly like the fascism of Italy
and Germany, demanded raw material§ ot for economic
_purposes but for_‘the creation of the kind of armament .
neéded for aggression, and instead of trying to regulate pop-
ulation rationally did everything it could to increase the

_population in order to increase the supply of cannon fod-
der. This kind of fascist militarism was committed to end-

« less aggression. If it ever éonfessed to defeat or even frustra-
tion abroad; it would have to deal with anger, resistance, °
and finally revolution at home. Thetefore the Chinesé had
“always been sure that if they could fight the Japanese to a .
standstill, the standstill would not last; the Japanese mili-
tarists would be forced to seek another way out, however -
desperate.. - N .

While: the Chinese were right about _]apan, they- were

‘wrong in hoping that the combined naval power and air
o ‘ > N
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“forces of America, Britain, and the Dutch would be able
to deal summarily with the Japanese. Optimism turned into
deepening depression- as the Japanese remorselessly over-
whelmed Hong Kong, the Philippines, Malaya, Netherlands
IndTa, and Burma. When the Burma end of the Burma
Road was lost, the Chinese no longer had any source of
overland supply except from Russia. The blow was made
worse by the fact that as the international situation had
grown more ominous, China had belatedly been placed on
a lend-lease basis. Lend-lease supplies had accumulated in
considerable quantity at Rangoon, but had only just begun
to trickle into China. Almost all these supplies were lost
when Burma fell. Against these increasing disadvantages,
there was an agonizingly slow increase of aid in the air,
either in combat planes or in the cargo planes flying from
India as a substitute for'the Burma Road.

However, aid was sent to China, and it did increase. Even
before Pearl Harbor, the Roosevelt policy had been to aid
China in every way permitted by the American obsession’
with the fear of getting into war. Under this policy a small
group of American fliers had been formed in China. These
fliers were just completing their training at the time of Pearl
Harbor, and piled up an astonishing record in the Burma
campaign. They were then re-formed into a unit of the

. United States Army Air Force, which has since become the
"Fourteenth Air Force, under the command of General
Chennault, with bombers as well as fighter planes. At the
same time Chinese pilots were brought to America for ad-
vanced training, and equipped with American planes.

With the growth of the Chinese Air Force and-the Amer-
ican Air Force in China, the tide began very slowly to turn
in favor of China. The new turn of the tide became unmis-
takable in 1943 when Chinese and American planes gave
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‘a new punch and decnslveness to Chmese magnenc war-

fare” in breaking up the campaign which the Japanese. -
launched from.Ichang in-an atrempt to penetrate into the .’

province of Szechwan. -
. The.outline of final vmtory in Chma can now be seen

The decisive battles:await the time when Cliina’s; allies can .

~supply: artillery as well as planes When that time comes, ~

aind China’s veteran. manpower -is ‘provided with adequate ‘

fire power;eastern China will offer the great- battlefi¢ld on
which Japanese armies can be engaged and Japanese, sol-
diers destroyed by the hundred thousand. This will prove
“to be even more important- than the bornbmg of Japan
- from bases in China; for the morale of Japanese troops is

such that while they fight desperately when pinned down

_in small numbers as m the fighting in the Solomons, New

Guinea, and the Aleutlans, they-can be made to surrender

in’ large numbers after ‘mass defeat, in which loss of con:
fidence and then loss of hope infect not'only md1v1duals but
“whole reglments and whole divisions. : :

a
.
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Contemporary Chma y

CHINA -has. been more dxsrupted by, e-War than any other
country, even Russia, When we think of the postwar prob-
lems of other countries, we thmk very largely in terms of -
restoration. Chiina has to think more in terms of creating
a rlew systern than in terms of restoring any old sys\ter‘n. The
‘Chinese people were engaged in the rapid transformation
of their whole life when the Japanese invasion cut across -
- everything they were domg When the war is over, they will
.not want to begin again exactly’ where they were, It is the’
process of transformation which they w1ll ‘want to plck up
and work at and carry forward. .

//PROBLEMS OF DEMOCRACY.

o~

China’s system of politics and government is as difficult
for most people in democratic countries to understand as
the Russian system, but it resembles that system as it ex—
isted in Russia fifteen or twenty years ago rather than as
it exists today. It does not have such democratic features
as wide participation by non-Party. members in government
affairs, factory councils, and respon51b1e functlons of all
- Kinds; wide use of the secret ballot; actual equality of -

: : : 181 - - S

-
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women in all kinds of activities instead of nominal legal
equality, and so on, which the Russian system has been
developing.

The Chinese one-party system is preparatory to a future
democratic development. In this fact it differs from fascist
one-party systems, which are ideologically antidemocratic.
The Kuomintang, though a monopoly party, is founded on
the democratic thought of Sun Yat-sen and is pledged to the
creation of a democratic system which w111 in time super-

sede its own monopoly.

In the democratic system of America and Britain the
government is a thing apart. When a party wins an elec-
tion it acquires the right to run the government. In China,
under the one-party system, it is the Kuomintang, the Na-
tionalist Party, which has all the rights. It decides which
of those rights to exercise directly and which of them to
depute to the government. The government was created
and set up in the first place by the Party, and if the Party
wants to change either the structure or the working proc-
esses of the government, it can. It is the Party which de-
cides what public officials, and how many of them, shall be
appointed or nominated or elected. When the time comes
to initiate a working democratic system in China, the Kuo-
mintang- will make the decision; and it will then make
the necessary adjustments in the government to allow for
the working and representation of more than one party.
At the present time any group of people in China can get
together and call themselves a political party; but only the
Kuomintang can decide whether such a party is to be rec-
ognized as legal and to what extent its members are allowed
to speak in public or circulate printed matter.

China is a democratic country in the sense that the Party
and the government represent what the vast majority of the
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people want. When we want to make up our minds whether,
< we ought to call ‘another country ‘‘democratic,” we quite -
naturally begin by comparing it with our own democrauc »
“country..Has it got the same institutions that exist in our
own country? Has it-got the same kinds of procedure for -
seeing that the will of the majority is carried-out, and the®
' same safeguard§ for seeing that the rights of minorities are
protected? If it.has not, we hesitate to call it a democracy.

This way of looking at things-can often lead to misunder-"
= standings. The ‘most important standard by which to meas-.
ure progress in a'country liké China is not “how hear have
- they got to.our way of doing things?”, but “how far have
they.got ahead of the way things used to be done?” ]udgmg
them by this standard, the Chinese hiave made very great
progress; they have made so much progress that ‘they cer-
tainly will not slip back into ‘the old condmon from which’
" they were slowly lifted by the long struggle of .the Chinese
Revolution: weakness, chaos, disunity, and tyranny en-
forced by mdependent regional, military chieftains, com-
~ bined with foreign control'of a large patt of théir govern-
ment revenue and foreign dommauon;of their ‘economic
life.” . - o v
*  The present rulers and leaders of China are not revolu-
tionary in the sense that they have suddenly.and. recently -
seized power. They are the sons and dlsc1ples of the’Chinese -
revolutionaries of twenty and thlrty years ago. It is because
they*represent the tradition and process of the Revolution

. as a whole that they ) conﬁdently feel that they represent
the people and the fation as a whole,

‘The question of further progress in China is not a ques-
tion of whether there will be any progress, but merely a
questmn of how the progress will be accomplished, War
always increases the: authority.of a. govemment because

. t -

-
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it is necessary for those in power to be able to act decisively
with a minimum of debate or discussion. In spite of the
fact that its government has been driven from the region
in which its authority was established first and most firmly
into regions where, at the outbreak of the war, its power
was as yet only tentative and sketchily organized, China
during the years of war has to some degree increased the
facilities for the expression of popular opinion.

The People’s Political Council is an example of the way
in which the Kuomintang has begun to permit political
expression through channels other than those of the Kuo-
mintang itself. Formed during the war, the People’s Political
Council contains a Kuomintang majority, together with
representatives of other political parties, including the
Communists. This produces the curious phenomenon of
recognized representation for parties which cannot con-
duct unrestricted public campaigns for membership. Paren-
thetically, it may be pointed out that the Communists, who
dominate both politically and militarily a restricted area
in the North and Northwest, but are not permitted open
political activity in the rest of China, are allowed to main-
tain several resident representatives at Chungking, and also
have their own newspaper at Chungking in addition to
their representation in the People’s Political Council.

- Other "'members of the People’s -Political Council- are
nominated or elected by provincial or municipal organiza-
tions. In this way the total representation includes members
chosen by the central organization of the Kuomintang,

members representing minority parties or groups, and
members from various provinces who represent the prin-
ciple of decentralized local nominations or elections. It
is true that the members who stand for the provinces are
also for the most part either Kuomintang-Party members or
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are nominated by the provmcml‘orgamzauons of the Kuo-
mintang; but on the other hand the proportion of the total
"'membership which is elected rather than appointed- or
nomlnated has steadlly increased, oL -
l}gjeol)leﬂs Political Council meets once or twice a year ,
and continuity between méetings is prov1ded by a standmg
committee. While the Councxl canpot legislate, it can sug-
gest “legislation, criticize govemment policy, and call onall
departments of the government in¢luding the’ army, for
“reports. Debates are conducted according to parliamentary
~ procedure. As in all pa¥liamentary bodies, especially during ..
a war, some sessions are closed, when the subjects discussed,
might give information to.the enemy; but most sessions are
open and the pubhc is adm1tted by ticket. It is noteworthy
that an increasing proporuon of the recomméndations of
the People’s Political Council is earried into effect by thc
decisions of the government. ‘

“The Kuomintang monopoly of polxtlcal action and polit-,
ical expression:is also: mitigated by a planned development ’
of local government and by allowing the press_to serve to
" acertain extent as a carefully regulated safety valve. Control

over the press is regulated in such a manner that whilé oc-
casionally a paper may have an issue confiscated, or be
suspended for a few days, ‘and while papers almost: never
bluntly oppose a major decision of the Kuomintang or the
government, there is frequent and lively criticism of the -
details of execuuon of a policy, and this extends to criti-
cism of md1v1duals, even when the md1v1duals are hlorhly

.placed.” e -

Americans, with Americin ideas of the freedom of the
press, should not. ]ump to ‘the.coiiclusion that control of
\ the press in China is altocether repressive or reactlonary
Two tradmons have always existed in China:, that the man

r

-~

- . - .-
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of education has the right to speak out and that the au-
thorities have the right and the duty to pass final judgment
on anything that appears in print. The press in China-
today shows the continuation of both traditions.

CENTRALIZATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The development of local government also shows two
processes at work. On the one hand the Kuomintang is
attempting to spread its influence and membership more
and more widely through the population; on the other
hand, the very fact that it is doing so gives larger and larger
numbers of the people the opportunity to come into con-
tact with Party members and ‘to influence them. For this
reason the attempt to develop local government in China
during the course of a long war, which has put a strain on
the whole society and economy of China, is one of the most

significant aspects of Chinese political life today. It works
" in the following way.

The province, in China, has always been a large political
and geographic unit. Because of poor communications,
which meant limited transport and therefore limited mar-
kets for raw materials and finished commodities, the prov-
ince as a political unit always tended to be based on a
convenient geographical area. The typical province was
as nearly as possible selfsufficient in providing the: basic
necessities like food and clothmg Only a few things, like
silk and tea and sometimes iron and salt, were transported
from one province to another. This is another way of
saying what everybody knows—that the old China was a
decentralized country in which every province had a life
of its own, in large measure independent of the national
life.
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‘The new nationalism urgently demands the end of pro-
vincial separatism and this ending means the physical break-
ing up of the provinces as separate compartments, The drive
for-local self-government, sponsored by the Kuommtang, ;
is a planned policy for accomphshmg this. It aims at creat-
‘ing, eventually, provincial units that will be much smaller -
" than at present. The result will be that many larger ques-

tions of taxation and administration, handled at present
" by the provinces, will be transferred to the National Govern-. -
ment, thus bringing about a much higher degree of central-
ization in national affairs. By way of compensation, it w111
be possible to handle matters of genuinely local interest
and: nnportance within_political units that w1ll really be
local in scale. These units will be the hsien or counties,
“which already exist but will be given new functions. .
Perhaps this does not sound very revolutionary, but in
fact it is the most revoluuonary policy which the Chinese
- government has attempted, and it will have revolutionary -
consequences Every province in China has more rural
“population than urban -population. Every provincial gov-
eriment in China has always been dominated by landlord
. interests, because the landlords could get to the provincial
capital and make themseives felt and heard, while the
poorer peasants could not. Landlord interests, grouped at
.the provincial capital, formed a large -and powerful body
But when government moves from the scale of the province -
down to the scale of the county, it inevitably brings smaller
and smaller groups of landlords into more and more direct
‘political contact with the peasants who.have little or no
land;" and landlord and peasant then confront each other
within a political unit so small that the realmes cannot be
- hidden. .
The most urgent realxty is.the. fact that -under prevaxhng

——
-
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conditions, the landlords transfer almost the whole burden
of taxes to the peasants, in the form of extra rent. On the
county scale the Kuomintang organizers, even though as
individuals they mostly represent.the landlords and the
richer peasants, cannot evade the pressure of the peasants.
This effect has already become evident. In those areas
where the National Government has carried furthest the
experimental development of the county system, landlord
interests have begun to band together in opposition.

Landlord opposition also hampers other policies. One of
the greatest reforms attempted by the government has been
the collection of the tax on land in the form of grain instead
of money. With foreign trade cut off by the war and internal
trade choked by lack of railways and lack of trucks and
fuel to. make full use even of the few main motor roads,
China has gone through a painful inflation period. It has
‘become much more important to own grain than to own
money. It has become more and more meaningless for the
government to collect taxes in the form of printed paper
money issued by itself. The government has therefore de-
creed that the tax on land is to be paid in actual grain instead
of money. This has been a valuable ‘reform in two ways.
It has increased the power of the government over the
provinces, where the grain is collected, and it has given
the government a source of revenue with which it can
actually feed the armies and give food allowances to officials
in addition to their salaries in paper money. The cue flaw
is that landlords can do exactly the same thing as-the gov-
ernment itself. When a landlord has to deliver grain to the
government, according to the amount of land he owns, he
turns to each individual peasant who farms his land for him
and demands from him a contribution which not only pays
the tax but provides a surplus. :
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" In this’ way, while the government is-able to store grain

and use it for riational purposes, the landlord is able to
‘hoard grain in his private interest, with the tesult that
during the period of inflation landlords-have proﬁteered
and have often been able to buy, with their grain, more land
than they owned before, while peasants, who grow the food,
‘have less land than ‘they had before, less food, and less
surplus grain with which to buy otlier things they need.

In short,.in economic terms of China’s main forms of *
_wealth—Iland and grain—as well as in ' political terms of the
balance between National Govemment and local govern-

ment, China is still 2 revo]utlonary country, faced by revolu- -

tionary issues. The Kuommtang, as the party that controls
the.government} has yet to ‘make a great historical decision
—whether it will champlon the interests of the’ people asa
whole, or itself submit to domination by the landlords. who
are the strongest survnvors of the old society of Chma

-

INDU:'.":TRIAL' CO-OPERATIVES
S - S

Other trends in China offset “the bad influence of the
landlords. Historically, one of the main driving forces
which brought the Kuomintang to ‘power was that of the
businessmen-—not corporate “big business,] but the busi-
nessmen who invested their own capital in enterprises _
which they managed themselves. The independent busi-
nessman is a healthy factor in China. For one thmg, he is not
a natural ally of the landlord, because the'tax system which
favors- the landlord and impoverishes the peasant is not
good for business.

Fortunately, ¢onditions ‘on the whole, difficult thouvh
they are, favor investment and productnon ona relatlvely .
small scale. It is dlﬂicult to invest on a- large scale, because

¥ ~
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with rapid inflation a large investment piles up too much in
the way of wages and other costs before it can get into
production. This condition encourages bankers and other
owners of capital to buy éxisting commodities, hoard them,
and speculate on the rise in prices rather than invest in
production of new commodities. On the other hand, the
scarcity of commodities is so great that a small investment

which gets into production rapidly, turning out needed
- commodities, is certain of a good profit and is at the same-
time a direct contribution to the national welfare. The
difficulty and expensiveness of transport encourage the
decentralized kind of enterprise which uses local raw ma-

terials and sells to a hungry local market. This is also
* healthy, because it tends to even out the development of
industrial production over the whole country, besides re-
lieving wartime shortage of transport.

In the China of today the interests of independent, non-
corporate private enterprise are practically identical with
those of co-opefative enterprise. One of the best devices for
setting capital to work, shortening the interval between in-’
vestments and production, and manufacturing local raw
materials into commodities for local markets, is the in-
dustrial co-operative. The special feature of the co-opera-
tives is that they are able to mobilize labor skill as a.kind of
capital in itself. Six unemployed blacksmiths, refugees
perhaps from villages destroyed by the Japanese, are only
six individual unemployed men looking for jobs; but if
they join together in a co-operative, their combined produc-
tive potential is already so great that it takes only a mini-
mum of money capital to set thém up in actual production.

Another advantage of the co-operative method is its
flexibility. The damage done by-monetary inflation is mini-
mized if a co-operative of blacksmiths can get its iron from
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a mlmng co—operanve and make metal parts for the looms of -
a, weaving co—operatlve In fact, a ‘relatively comphcated

"enterpnsc like a wedving co-operative can be created with

¥

virtually no money capital if the bulldmg materials are -
provided by brick and tile co-operatives, put up by brick-
laying co-operatives, cq’uipped with looms by carpenter and
blacksmith co-operauves, and furnished with woolen or cot-
ton yarn from spihning co—operatxves The cloth turned out -
by. the new co-operatives thus created can then be'used for
clothing by members of the other co-operatives.

The social and political by-products of this movement,

-organized as the Chinese-Industrial Co-operatives, are al--

most as valuable as their direct economic contribution.
Théy encourage individualism and enterprise, because.:
among those who have little-or no money it is naturally
those who are enterprising and capable of responsibility -
who come forward as organizers. At.the sarie time they
encourage group loyalty, social responsibility,- and:-the
democratic way of doing things because necessarily all de- .
cisions on what to make and how to sell are taken by vote.
As for big business, it will- pnobably be 1 very dlﬂerent in-.
China’from what it has’ever been in America or Westem

" Europe. After the war, the only agency capable of raising

_capltal in China on a really large scale will be the govern:

ment, because of its power .of taxation. The only agency
capable of borrowing really large funds abroad, without
mortgaging China’s natural resources to foreign control,

~ will again be the government. This means that state owner- -

ship will inevitably preponderate in the heavy mdusmes,
public utilities, and bankmg ~ -

Since China is not a primitive country or a eountry with -

‘an undeveloped culture, the major changes of the future

will not be in the, way of creatmg a c1v1hzauon, but in the _

-
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way of creating a modern economy. Nevertheless, economic
changes will have their social and cultural effect.

WOMEN IN THE NEW CHINA

Nothing more revolutionary has happened in China in
the twentieth century than the transformation which has
been wrought in the lives of countless women in all classes
of society. Women have always been important and in-
fluential in China. As in medieval Europe, an exceptional
few played leading roles in history as warriors, scholars, and
poets, while millions of others had an indirect effect on
public life through the power or influence which they
wielded within the four walls of their own homes. Only
within recent years, however, have women begun to part1c1-
pate directly in public and national life and to hold pos1-
tions of influence not merely as wives or mistresses but in
their own right. -

In the early years of the Republic, schools were opened
for girls and a certain number of them began to attend
colleges and universities. As more of them left home to’
go to school, and read western books and saw American’
movies, the rigid pattern of the old life began to crumble
at the edges, particularly in the coastal cities where there
was contact with the west. Many of the early college grad-
uates became teachers or pubhc-health workers or took an
active part in pohtlcal movements, but at the time of the
Japanese invasion the great mass of Chinese women still
led the old life within their homes.

" The process which contact with the west had started was
immeasurably speeded up by the war with Japan. For one
thing, 50,000,000 refugees were forced to leave their homes
and flee into the far interior of China under circumstances
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which .made*it almost impossible_for families to stay to-
gether. Sometimes the young people would go and the old -
people stay on the land. Sometimes the husband would go
“and the wife be left behind to look after those too old or
smk to travel. Sorfietimes half a famxly would be killed
by bombs and the rest ' would flee. Children would become
separated from their: parents and wives from husbands.
When they.reached Free China théy would have to makc a
“néw home and. the, wife would need to work as well as the'
-husband in order to feed the family. - ™, o
This great migration not only uprooted 50,000,000 peo-
ple from their homes, but it also uprooted the-family sys-
tem of China. For even the families who were not forced
» to move hundreds of miles and.those who were not bombed
out of their homes cannot carry on in-the old way. Food
has become scarce, and manufactured goods, and labor,
and almost everyone must worl; men and women alike. -~
- "Today there is.almost no field of work which is not open
to.women. There are a tew women soldiers and women gue-
rillas. Not long ago a bank was opened in Chungking owned
and operated by women. There are industrial co-operatives
managed by women, and women railway and mining engi-
» neers and government officials. This‘ye"ar‘ there are fifteen
 women members of the"People’s Political Council.
e Madame Chiang Kai-shek has organized a Women’s Ad-
v1soxy Council tmoucrh which she has mobilized enormous
numbers of women all over Free China to do various forms
.of ‘war work, such as nursing, caring for orphans and ref-

" ugees, organizing co- operam es, and teachmo women sew ing
and other crafts ' i - -

v

- The Chinese woman of today has éxchanged her. securlty ’
and seclusion for insecurity and freedom, and the adqpta-
bility which was in the old days requlred of a successful

T \»
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wife is enabling her to fit into her new role with equal
efficiency and grace.

LITERACY AND EDUCATION

Chinese have always had tremendous respect for learning
and faith in education in spite of the fact that so large a
proportion of the population have always been illiterate.
Today, as a part of the enthusiastic program of reconstruc-
tion, there is a government policy of encouraging mass
education and a great hunger for learning on the part of the
masses, which has already markedly reduced illiteracy. In
1940 it was claimed that in the preceding two years more
than 46,000,000 people had learned to read. School chil-
dren are encouraged to teach their parents, older children
form classes among their neighbors or in the villages, and
an extensive teacher-training program is under way. .

The process of teaching a nation to read in wartime has
been made easier by two movements.which were started in

e early 1920’s. One was the so.called ’ lxterary,renalssance

fﬂhnder the leadershlp of Hu Shih, which developed the use
."2. ng wg of the pai hua or conye versa M'onal language, making
it possible for thefaverage person to learn to read in months
mstead of the years it used to take. Another movement
toward mass education developed as part of the rural re-
habilitation program of Y. C. Yen and is often referred to
as the “thousand-character movement.” It promoted a sys-
tem for learmng a thousand. ‘characters which would enable
people to read a simple book or newspaper in pai hua.
Other similar movements developed in other parts of the
country which today are bearing fruit.

Because China has many more soldiers'than she can equip
and fewer trained leaders than she needs, the government
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has #dvised students to continue with thelr studies in:spite
of the lure of more active patriotic wotk. The.e €pic_migra-
tion-of thousands of students.from.Occupi€éd China into the
-interior has- been often told. Students and ,,professors with
what1 httle equipment they could salvaae from their bombed
campuses, walked.thousands of. mllesvmtoxEree .China and
started school again in mud huts or-abandoned temples or
caves dug in hillsides. In spite of all the hardships and
\dxﬂiculues involved, umvers1ty enrollmen( jumped from _

32,000 in 1936 to 45,000, in' 1941. -

p———




CHAPTER I1I

The Peace and the Future

v

THi1s BRINGS US to a point from which we can look specula-
tively forward to the China of the future. There are several
questions which are often asked about China after the war.
Will the Chinese really be able to establish a democratic
form of government? Will the government be able to
maintain order, or will there be civil war? Will China co-
operate with other countries? Will there be opportunities
for foreign trade and investments, or will the Chinese make
their country “another Japan,” flooding the world’s markets
with cheap goods, encroaching on other people and trying
to annex the territories of other nations?

China’s allies must face the fact that these questions can-
not be answered in China alone by what the Chinese do
themselves. While the Chinese will have, within their own
country, the full responsibility that goes with freedom to
decide and to act, nevertheless the future as a whole depends
on the complex interaction between what the Chinese them-
selves do in their own country and what other countries
do that affects China and how they behave toward China.
Democracy in its young and formative period is like a
young plant. If the environment is favorable, the plant will*
soon establish its root and attain enough growth to give

196
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it astrong ‘indépendent. ablhty to survive. If thie environ-
ment is unfavorable, the plam may be dlstorted or even

' killed.

" “This truth can be checked by lookmg at the history of .
the young American nation and the young Soviet nation. -
American democracy grew _rapidly out of the American
. Revelution, protected by distance from the Old World and -
the old polmcal forms of Europe, and favored by the op--

~ portunity of 4 rich new. continent, easy to devclop. The .
young Soviet nation had ,to struggle for survival within -

a ring of countries hostile to its political and economic prin-

ciples. There has always been, in Scviet life, a strong sense

.of common interests and of the duty and responsibility of

all the people to take part in the building of the. common-

wealth. This feehng is generically. democratic; without it
the Soviet order would not have sutvived at all, and cer-
tainly could not have rallied against the German invasion
with the passion that hasso astounded the world—for it is
quite clear that the many peoples of the Soviet Union have
been defendmg not simply Russian soil and the Russian
nation, but the Soviet order, Wthh they feel is their own.
| Itis time for the rest of us'to admit something which is
. asimportant for us as it is for the Russians; that many of the”
harsh and cruel aspects of the Soviet Order are in fact scars
inflicted on it in its youth by_the intolerance and" active
hostlllty against which it had to struggle to survive. For this
part of the environment of the early years of Soviet history

it was the rest of the world that was responsible..Similarly
we may predict, of the future of China, that the growth ‘of'
dembcracy will be favored if the rest of the werld takes it
for granted that China is capable of democracy and provides

» for China a democratic place imong other democracies.

- I on the other hand we grudomgly wait for Chinese
- & .

#
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democracy to break down; if we try to impose on Chiny
forms of political or economic tutelage that approximate
to an attempt at the restoration of foreign control, then
there are many ways in which China may react and many
ways in which the growth of democracy may be stunted or
deformed.

DEMOCRACY AFTER THE WAR

The degree of democracy attained in China during the
war is not an adequate index to the potentialities of democ-
racy for the future. The long battle front in China has been
relatively stable now for about four years. Behind this
battle front the Kuomintang, which controls the govern-
ment, has tended to tighten up discipline and to impose
both uniformity and conformity. This policy appears to be
based on the theory that when the Japanese are defeated
the occupied parts of China will not merely be released;
they will have to be recovered. Free China must be used
as the base for this recovery. The Chinese who are under
. the control of their own government must be trained and
disciplined so that as the Japanese are driven out, they can
follow up, carrying with them a uniform system of political
ideas and a uniform practice in carrying out those ideas,
thus making as short as possible the period of confusion that
could be expected if many millions of Chinese were left to
put into practice their own spontaneous but possibly con-
flicting id€as of how to start organizing themselves.

As a matter of fact, it can be expected that when the
process of recovering the invaded parts of China begins,
there will be exactly this phenomenon of spontaneous but
often naive and even Utopian attempts to establish demo-
cratic methods and procedures. Democracy is the opposite
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of the systern of terror and force which ]apan has 1mposed
It is what the Chinese peoplé have ‘been promiséd for the
future and what the people long for as somethmg that will

instantly bring a happy life, free from all abuses. The or-
_ganizers and administrators who are sent into the newly

liberated areas will have to cope with this outburst of the

feeling of liberty. It is reasonable to expect practical com-,
promises between the popular instinct for untrammeled
liberty and the organized drive of the--Kuommtang for

umfon'mty, discipline, and control, - .
At this _point, the question of the Chmese Commumsts

R e

will become important, but not necessanly acute. Agents of
‘the Communists, even more than representauves of the

Kuomintang, will have to compromise between what they

. would like to do and what the people want them to do. It'

: must also be remembered that the Kuommtanc as the
established -party controlling China, has-had freedom t0

teach the complete range of i its doctrines and theories. The *

Communists, in a'marginal part of Free China, ‘hard-pressed

by the Japanese, have been able to preach only a.wartime
doctrine of patriotism and survival.. They have had “to-
persuade peasants that they stand for lighter taxes and more
‘popular representation, and at the same. time.to persuade ’
landlords thit they do not stand for the expropriation of

pnvate property. Thus they are-already a party Jof -com-
promise, and 1L4s>at~leastvpgs§xble that after the war, instead

of becoming the party,of ex;remgggl, they will )gngound to
be. a.party.of. bmoderanon

priat

Both Communists and Kuommtang have a great stake in

avoiding civil war. All that China has gained during the

national’ war of survival would,be ¢ xuined by ci cmlﬁ_;ﬂgar, it

-.would revive all the doubts of the "old Cluna hands™ about
the ability of the Chinese to rule themselves, let alone
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practice democracy. A further restraint on the Communists
will be their own desire to avoid being represented as
“agents of a foreign nower.” Complete independence as a
country and complete freedom of action within their own
country will be major standards of political debate and.-
political action among the Chinese after this war; the ac-
cusation most to be avoided by any political party will be
that of carrying out the policy, or defending the interests,
of some foreign government.

; -

CHINA AND COLONIAL ASIA

China’s internal development will also be strongly in-
fluenced by China’s new prestige among the other Asiatic
peoples, especxally in_the colonial areas, One of "China’ s
‘greatest international assets will be the fact that with the
overthrow of Japan’s Asiatic imperialism, China will be-
come the symbol of Asiatic freedom under the democratic
system. If in China, newly recognized as an equal by the
great powers of the world, freedom to settle differences of
opinion by tlie ballot were to degenerate into attempts to
settle disputes by civil war, the movement toward freedom
and self-government in all the colonial Asiatic countries
would be set back, possibly for many decades. There would
be a revival of the old conservative argument that political
democracy is incompatible with any of the Asiatic cultures;
that the social structure of Asia, in spite of the existence of
refined literatures and philosophies confined o a few small
groups, is basically a structure of peasant communities, and
that “the Asiatic peasant does not want to rule himself—
he prefers an unchanging peasant life under a just but firm
government that collects fair taxes and maintains peace and
order.”
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The revival of this kind of disbelief in the democratlc
- potentialities of Asia would be -disastrous for Chma 13
would encourage. the reconstruction and perpetuatlon of
the colonial systein in Southeast Asia, and from these bases
of political 1mpenahsm the strorig pressure. of a néw-eco-
nomic imperiali$m would 1nev1tably be projected toward

" China. N - - ,

These are the factors ‘that w1ll dec1de whether Chma it-

self w1ll become 1mperlahst1c The . .question is as 1mpor-

tant for China’s allies as it is for China. Eventually;, a
balance will be struck between processes and tendencies
working from within China ouit to the colonial countries

" and processes and tendencies working from the colonial

countries inward to China. We cannet predict what: will
happen simply by readmcr books and accepting or re]ectmcr
theories. about the nature of Asiatic peoples. What will |

‘actually happen will be a complex product of what the

Chinese-do and what other peoples do. In other words, we -
cannot escape our share of:the respon51b1hty We must do

.- something; we must accept the respon51b111ty for whatever

we do; and we must realize in good time that we-cannot
escape responsibility by domcr nothing and having no policy,
because having ho policy is in itself a kind of policy, and
doing nothing has its Consequences just’as much as doing,

something has its consequences. -

e

. /‘ .
. : CHINA’S OWN. MINORITIES

Mmormes within China and relatlons with the border _
territories link up the domestic and forexgn p1oblems that

~ have to be faced'in creating a oovernment that is both
efficient. and progressive. Ao

, In.two -southwes tern provmces,MYunnan »and,.KWelchow
. ¥ . ——

- 1

¥ : .
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there a‘re tribal groups which actually outnumber the
Chinese. In Kwangsi about a third of the population is
tribal, and in a number of other provinces there are non--
Chinese minorities. These minor peoples are survivors of
the ancient process, which has already lasted untold cen-
turies, by which the Chinese have spread and infiltrated to
the southwest, converting other peoples to the Chinese way
of life and eventually absorbing them into the Chinese
people.

In’the ‘past this process was moré social and cultural than
political. A new political standard is now coming into be-
ing..As a result of the victory in this war of the Chinese
themselves, there will inevitably-be a wave of nationalism,
expressed in demands for independence, among all the
peoples of Southeast Asia. Even if they do not immediately
achieve independence, their demands for independence will
give them a new political consciousness of themselves as
national entities. Among the tribal peoples of Southwest
China, many are related to peoples in Burma, Thailand, and
French Indo-China. If the development of China after
the war does not satisfy them politic‘al-ly as well as culturally
and economically, it will be only natural for them to be at-
tracted to ‘the nationalism of their kinsmen across the
frontiers; and that nationalism, in the years of the im-
mediate future, will undoubtedly be fervid and militant.

During the war years the Chinese have won a unique
prestige in Southeast Asia. In the eyes of all the subject
colonial peoples they have been the only nation fighting
independéntly for freedom as well as against aggression—
and successfully. It is true that the Filipinos fought for their
own cause, but they did not fight independently,’since the
major forces engaged were Americans. The United States is
well regarded, because of American willingness to restore



: g . ’ - . . - .
. "° "THE PEACE AND THE FUTURE 303
freedom to the Phllxppmes ‘but the Amerieans ate not re-
garded as liberators of peoples whoare not under American -
rule. Thé French, British, and Dutch are umversally re- °
garded as. nations that will never restore/hberty to'an Aslauc N
people if they can help'it. The Chinese, though often dis- -
liked to a greater or less degree-before the war in various
+ Asiatic eountnes where they settléd, have now become the
symbol of the aspirations of all Asiatic peoples. This’ prestwe
is now a valuable asset. Its value has been’ brought ot by %
- Chiang Kai: Kai-shek on more than one occasion. On November
1'&}}942, in a-message.to_the New York _Ijlerald Tribune
Forum on Current Problems, he said:™

: . S .
“Amo'ng our friends there has been recently some. talk ™
of China-emerging.as.the leader of Asra ,as if: Chiné wishes
the mantle.of an unworthy. Japan to “fall on her shoulders.
Havmg herself been. a victim of exploitation, China.has
infinite syrnpa_tlly for the.submerged nations,of Asia,.and
toward { them China fecls feels she has. only I‘CSpOXlSlblllthS—l’lOt
rights. . . . China. has no. desnae .10 replace Wwestern >im-

perlahsm I A51a w1th an orlental 1mper1ahsm «ordsélauon-

L D

Zdsm 1 of its own or of anyone else _ LR

’

- r

In } message to the United Nations.on ]uly 6, 1943, he’
macle,an unmrstakableareference to.the. coloma peoples
. : t . o . o
“As to the peoples under the‘ Tule: of the enemy or other- .
- wise still having not attained complete freedom, we.must~"
hkewrse»help«themxto&be,eman@rpated%@f“ (o relatlvefs’p/eed
of emancipation may have to vary in.accordance with dif-
ferent cultural levels of dlfferent peoples, but it is impera-. ‘

tively desirable that the same prmcrples apply in the eman- . -
e1patron of all’ peoples

=

-~ ) ~
. .
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These declarations.are semous-polmcs because China’s
frormer with colonial Asia is in the southwest.

Somewhat similar,considerations apply to Tibet, which
borders on India, the greatest stronghold of the whole colo-
nial and imperial system. There is an old controversy here.
The British maintain the principle of tripartite negotiation
between themselves, Tibet, and China, while the Chinese -
claim that since Tibet is Chinese territory, there should

- only be direct negotiation between China and the British
authorities. i

The Chinese w111 certainly resist any British attempt to
go on dealing with the Tibetans as if they were independent
or semi-independent. Yet the Tibetans are in fact semi-
independent, and very nationalistic. China would impair its
own prestige as the spokesman of Asiatic nationalism by
trying to subject Tibet by force to direct Chinese rule. Ac-
cordingly, China will probably work for a federal relation-
ship with Tibet, giving the Tibetans local autonomy but
keeping the conduct of foreign relauons in the hands of
the Chinese government.

China’s longest-land -frontier.is with the Soviet Union,
concerning which there is an important statement by_Hu
Shih:

“With a common frontier extending nearly 5,000 miles,
China and Russia should work out a permanent scheme of
peace, nonaggression, mutual assistance, and general secu-
rity, somewhat along the same lines as the latest British-
Soviet Treaty. The historical example of 3,500 miles of
undefended common frontier between Canada and the
United States can be emulated by China and Russia to our
mutual benefit. The.peace and prosperity of Asia demand
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such a mutual understandmg between these two ‘tountries
. whxch comprlse three quarters of the continent.”
. ) N
‘ Here, Outer Mongoha is the main sub]ect of comroversy,
;but the _controversy~is not insoluble. The Mongols claim
- full. soverewnty and- mdependence and hlstorlcally and
legally they have good arguments. The Chmese claim sov-
-ereignty-over Outer Moncroha The Russians, i treaties
and agreements with. Chma recognize ‘the Chinese c1a1m
-in treaties and agreements with the Monools they recoomze
‘the Mongol claim. - - - ‘ —
. This can be made to sound very cornphcated but in’ faet
.51t is not. The Russians ‘have to deal with the people who
are across the frontier from thern. The Mongols are there;
_the Chinese are not. The' Russxans merely\mdlcate that it
is not their’ business either to force the Mongols to accept
Chinese rule, or to force the Chmese to recognize Monvol
independence. -
A federal-umon between Monooha«and Chma*may.{be,the
. solutlon .but_this_could. be achieved-only-on-the- basis of
vequal and peaceful negotiation between the Mondol and’
Chinese governments. Any attempt to ‘conquer Mongolia -
would instantly brand -China as imperialistic and destroy
China’s new:prestige as the representative of Asiatic liberty
and nationalism. Continued Mongol independence would
in any case upset no balance of either principle or power
politics, since it has alreatly existed in fact for twenty years.

- Sinkiang, which like Outer Mongolia occupies an im-
portant sector of the frontier with tlie Soviet Union, is.uled-
by a small Chinese mmorlty Its non-Chmese majority Y popu-
lation 1s,nottsohd 1iKe_the popv tion. ¢ Qgggha, but

g R R
dxy).ded,mto many groups. Heze the dec1s1ve polmcal prob-

s
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lem of the Chinese is to provide a government which offers
as much to the non-Chinese peoples as is offered to non-
Russians in Soviet territory.

China’s other territorial problems are simple. At the end
of the war China will recover in full the. Northeastern
Provinces, Formosa, and the Liuchiu Islands, and will sup--
port Korea’s claim to independence. This has been clearly
and authoritatively stated by many spokesmen. The ques-
tion of Hong Kong is not primary but secondary. If there
is a general decision to terminate the whole colonial order,
Hong Kong will be returned to China soon and there will
be good feeling between «China and Britain. If a deter-
mined effort is made to perpetuate the colonial order,
Hong Kong may not be returned to China for a long time,
and there will be bad feeling between China and Britain.

* o | -
<
WHAT ABOUT JAPAN?

There remains the question of the future relations be-
tween China and Japan. Chinese bitterness toward Japan
is tempered by Chinese wisdom. Though the Chinese gov-
ernment has been cautious.in making commitments, there
appear to be several basic assumptions among well-informed
Chinese: ’ "

First: If the Japanese wish to depose their emperor, they
should be allowed to do so. There should be no interna-
tional policy of upholding the emiperor as an “alternative”
to Japanese militarism, because he is in fact the center and
symboi of militarism.

Second: Japan should be deprived of standing arma-
ments, but not of her whole industrial structure. The prob-
lem is not one of industries, but of raw materials. These
are scarce in Japan’s own territory. Japan's power of ag-
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-~ gression-has beén inseparable from her right and power to-
- control raw materials in territories outside of Japan, such
“as Nertheast China. This right and power_Japan will no .
‘longer ;have; t_her'efore- the, Japanese should be allowed

open-market access 'to raw materials anywhere in the world

!
military occupation. China advocates. a .general’and rapid

evolution out of the colonial system, and this ‘would be
. . . e - - Y
incompatible with- reducing the Japanese,.-as an Asiatic
people, to anything even resembling. colonial control.

- China needs a free ]apan' and Chifia will undoubtedlyv

buy machinery and other ]apanese products, in order to
stimulate competition in.the prices of the machinery and
other products whxch Chmzv will necd to buy from-all
countries. |

i

- on equal terms with any other country. Not ha\';ina"political "
~ control of the sources, Japan can be denied access O them if

- she makes an’attempt-at aggressive rearmament. :
Third: Japan should not be subjected to prolonoed 4

. NEIGHBORS IN A WORLD“ORDER R ‘

i

Chmas future policies toward _]apan, ‘toward Russia,

and toward colomal Asia, like China’s domestic develop- .

ment - w1th1n the' 'homeland' of the ‘450 000,000 Chinese,
.will be of primary. concern 'to all ‘'men llvmg in the world

today.- The abolition of the unequal treaties by America |

and Britain has already symbolizedythe end of the.hun-

- dred years of China’s semlcolomal sub]ecuon China’s part

in the final victory will give s1<rmﬁcance to that symbolic -

act by Britain and America; it will mark the- ‘beginning of

the end of the colonial system as a whole: | . ' .
No longer will the destinies of Asia be dictated by im-
penal powers. Nor, on the other hand isan Asxatlc counter-
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imperialism to be expected. Japan tried that and failed.
The truth is that we no longer live in a world of “the

European question,” “the Balkan question,” “the Russian(
question,” “the Near Eastern question,” “the Indian ques-

tion,” “the Far Eastern question.” That era is over. Hence-

forth we live in a world where there are only local aspects

of the world question. Whether we make a success of that

new world will depend on the interaction of two things:

. the success or failure that each nation makes of its own

affairs, and the success or failure of all nations in dealing

with each other as neighbors in a world order.
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‘Government by Assassination
By HUGH BYAS. Second Impression. La. Cr. 8vo. 10s. 6d. net

This book is to Japan what Rauschning’s Revolurion of Nibilism was
to Germany. The author, who has spent twenty-three years of his
life as a newspaper man in Tokyo, has written one of the most
authoritative and informed volumes yet published about the island
empire. He explains, as explicitly and clearly as he can, how the
Japanese Government works, and describes the strange men and
stranger ideas that animate it. He shows how the younger army
and navy officers have ruthlessly terrorised their superiors and the
civilian government into conforraity with their own ideals; ideals
which are a weird compound of Marxism and National Socialism,
transformed for Japanese uses and mixed with fanatical racial,
national and semi-religious obsessions.
Japan, like Germany, believes that it is a nation with a destiny, and
that war pays. The result is a sort of military socialism with the
- Emperor as a figufe-head and the totalitarian state so geared for war
that 20 per cent. of each individual’s production is for himself and
80 per cent. for the sinews of conquest. B
Of the future, Mr. Byas feels that once impressed by democratic
power, the Japanese might come to democracy themselves at some
future date, out of their usual habit of imitating the successful
aspects of foreign nations,

Japan’s Continental Adventure

By CHING-CHAN WANG. Second Impression. La.Cr.8vo. 75.6d. net
The book contains eighteen studies on various important phases of
Japan’s invasion of China. The appendix contains the historical
declaration by Generalissimo Chiang-Kai-shek setting forth clearly
the reasons why China took up-arms against Japanese aggression,
and a lucid chapter by the veteran sinologist Owen Lattimore on
what Korea pays for Japan’s rule.

Ever since the invasion of Manchuria by Japan in September 1931 the
writer has continually called attention to the fact that, in view of the
League commitments,aggression in the East, if not properly stopped ac-
cording to the League Covenant, would encourageaggresssiontospread
beyond the limits of Asia, and therefore in view of the unprecedented
development of machines for war, no nation, however strong or isolated,
would escape the dangets of a modern war. Unfortunately, many of
the author’s prophetic statements have come true. ‘
The different studies clearly indicate that the author has handled his
subjects as a research student seeking for truth. = Therefore many of
them will have more than a topical value for- those interested in
international affaits.

«Dr.Wang pours entirely justified scorn upon the Japanese claim to be carrying
on their undeclared war for the good of the Chinese and the other peoples of
Asia. He shows, with the help of an article by Owen Lattimore, what Korer

- pays for Japanese rule. He also makes the sound point that the Japanese woulc
never think of treating the Koreans as equals in Korea.”—The Times.



