INTROTUCT IO

It A» anmﬁ for the contanporary pesple o correctly cuess
how long, Af at all), a writer's fmme will last afoer his death
or if & wriser shall be resurrected in later times. Life and
time sre eternil, but mons of these follows & single wniform
pattermn, Time changes, so does man, his attitudes and velues
suffer ups and downs, Ris litersture alse changes direction
and pace and sakes nev turns. Still, some writers, with all
their seriss and dmmerits, remsin as milestones of history.
one such writer in the worid of Bengall literaturs f»
Jacadish Oupes,

Jagadiash Qupta a Bengali short-story writer amd a
novelist was born in Nasthis in the month of Asarh, 133 B,.E,
{(July, 1886 A.D.) in a lawyer's family. It is & ligtle over
thirty years sinos Jagadish Gupta dled, To.day we thirk of
him ag & brillisnt artiest, possessor of one of the most
original talents in Bengali literasture, Zach of his books is
attention-compelling, baffling the critics to define his
exACt place as a2 writer, But dulne e life time, Cagadish
Oupta wap insulted, hmmilisted apd misunderstood 28 & man and
a8 & writerx., Ms sarned neither money, nor fame and popularity.

The publication of his short-stories and novels
created & stom of nmto:t. It was axcoristed as being 2 hwok
of cruds stories written by & wmonster and designed to corrupt
the morals of socisty. But there were some, who appreciated
his stories, Ne blossomed forth in doth the branches - movel
and shors-stery. It ssems €0 us, however, that he i» more an



adept in short stoxy writing.

In thie work, wo havs besn led to s8y more shout
amﬂammu'amx wake-up and his art than we meant to.
¥e onsnot say what impression the reader has geined of the
sort of man he wvas, But we are sure it i{s an incomplete and,
S0 erzoadous one, In one of GOrximm's fairy tales, there is &
stosy of 2 youth vio entered the castle of the Golden Bun,
vhere sat an sachanted princess swiiting a2 dsliverer. But
when he saw her he had & shocdk, Her face was full of wrinkles,
her oyes were sunk deep in her face and her hair was cerroty.
*Are you the king's daughter of whose bBesuty all the world
talkas?" he asked, ‘Alas’ she zeplied "this is not my true
form: the eyes of mortal san can only see me in this heteful
guise, But that you may know how besutiful is the reality,
lock in this mirzor which cannot err, 7That will show you my
faoe & it really is." She gave Mim the miryor, snd he beheld
in it the portruit of the most bematiful maiden the earth
oould contain. S0 it is with Jegadish Gupta, Althouch the
thesis is entitled "A Critical Approach to the Short Stories
of Jagadish Chandse Gupta® but from the presentation itself it
should better be oklled *"Jagadish Gupta'’s mental.make up ana. /_,,
the fome and teohnique in his short story”. Pmphasis is laid
on his montal-make up Decsuse of the strangeness and profunity
of his mantal anslysis. | |

The tventieth century, in wviich Jagadish Gupea
appeared as & writer, was an age of doubts and hesitatione, 0



/ apd @w writers in general were inspired by Marxist phdlosophy
and Yreudian principles. Bt Jagadish Cupta was an exosption,
He had a remarkadie mantal make up, Me looked at life fyom &
novel angle. The first thinc that strikes ws, as W think of
Jagadish Gupta the wriser, is the originality and comprehen-
siveness of his outloock. Ne was not influenced by any one. His
attituds was not shaped dy the then fashionable trend of
‘overgoing’' Rabirndrensth just for the heesk of i¢. He was, o
so ssy, an 048 pan out in Nis age., HNe ahould heve appeared,
perheps, & couple of Sges later, Uut then every msn of genius
muu_om'ammltnmxm : he stands out
smong his contemporaries, and for that very reasen demands owr
special atsention.

Juagadish Gupss directed all his efforts towards
/éntifnnq g&n'a rea)l salf, He d4di4 not look ak life through
the prism of tyeditional valuss and fdealiem, The inner mawe
. of ¢he mmen mind was his principsl artistic concern. He had
his own peresption of chings and W tried to anslyse life 4in
1¢ts light. He aimed both at sxpansiocn and conosstrstion in
his portreysl of the mystery of life, @nd he rewnciled the
opposing purposes afmiredly well inm his unbiased depiction of
hamen patare, All throwgh his liseraxy life he remained .
unsentinmental, ueprejudiced, objectively avare and analytiesl,
| and 4t vas vith such 2 mental make-up that he wrote of man,

his femily and his society. And hs sucoseded well in his effore,

He was the Zirst fengall vriter who vas fyres from all sentinesn-
tsalimm in the world of shought, His searching look laid bare



the exveked, serpentine msture of life and the resultast
misgivinge and doubts dred bittarness and discomtent ir his
hesrt, He 4id not fail 0 find out the perversions, semal
urges, selfish desires and ugly designs that are at work under
the apparently gquist suzface of life, The peorle of the post-
World-dar period were eonfused wvith dowubts and misgivings,
Tradicionzl faith, reasor and ways only led to an fsmeasursdle
mesninglessness. Jagadish Gupts spelysed 1ife with the
objectivity of & sciemtiet. |

We was soeptical of the ultimats sriwsph of good. He |r
/ felt that a1l the homest efforts of 1ife were destined to nn"{
Ne thought that & cxuel, blind foroe was responsible for this,
To goodwill, he balieved could improve the hussn situation. Ko
political, souisl or apllective effort could seve menkind,
Jagadish Gupta was net a heartiess waa, %Ne certainly wented
Wan to be crowmed with gloxy. But them, he wvas certain thas

his wish ocould not come true. Fate wredks men by the score

and dances triumphantly on their greaves., He uesd hie

charagters - Krishmakenta, Sibepriys, Nekhan, Kshansprebha and
so many others - ag & weapon to show this, All designed to
flesh the canvas agafinst which Fate 19 indelidly etched,
Detezminion was his philosophic oxedo. And he almost proved.it,

| In thie dlscussion, within the limits of short swory,
ve have sttampted to Sisoover the unigue mental attitwie that
pervaded Jacadish Gupts as &n srtist of life, His fimm faith,
strong vitality, kesn reslism, Boldness and independonce heve
wpilifead him o an exalted state., Almost uninterzuptedly from
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the first to the fifth ahapter we have tried ¢t Mghlioht the
extreordinasy features of the suthor's mind, sometimes fyrom
outeide, at angther from within thw story itself. Fever before
him in Bemgeli literature do wo find apy parsllel of an abeurd,
unprecedented projection of the vital, mental snd sccisl 1ife
of & greature, that is called man, We Mave not considersed the
whole senge of his literaxy muput. rasher it has besn confined
to short story alome, but there is mo contradiction in him as
an artist of 14ife be it in short stoyy or in novel writing,

In contrast with ¢the 4dfsorder of his personal 1life
Jagadish Gupta's short stories are mirecles of precision., Svery
sentencs is constructed with the &ain of contributing sharply
to the ultimate and alesrly envisionsd effect. In some of
these stories, these effeets ars too full of art. Ve are
consciovs, as we utﬁ. that we are hoodwinked, that a
necyomancsy is playing fantastcic apd wonderful tricks upon us,
The climax of horsor 19 reached in & gemiine sgaitenant, Yo
are moved, we aye appalled., Ye have Desn touchsd and we have
felt teazmor.

Some mdy groan under the weight of his ambersons
m. sxcessive detsil Bat Lxkerests never flags., The man's
energy and vigour is larve-like, you are pushed, shoved, and
oayvied along - a willing oapiive, Yor in Uis hands the dassling
Seeond Zmpire comes alive in all its tinssl glamour and dsovedance.

In oxder %0 give & rational exposition of our conclusion
reachad abhove, we have arrenged our discussion in several cheptars
as noted delew



I, Contemporary badkgmund and Jagadish Oupta's wnigueness
21, Jegadish Ouptt 1 His mental mtke-up
11X, Fateo-tvareness in Jagadish Gupta‘'s stories
IV, Vistion of Numanity through the primm of charecter smalysis,
(Chaptar thres and four is an slaboration of chapter two,)

v. Tom and Tedhmique in Jagadish Oupta'’s Short-story vis=d-
- vie Bhozt-stoxy in geners],

It is tue, fust 8 few years ago, he was almost dead
s & wvriter. Critics were silemt, Mansbendre Bandyopadhyay
waote about Mm in 1978 A,D,

*You csuld net hoard in the niche

N
Or are you alive?* _
We think of hm he is alive, mot only alive Bat gloriously
alive.

Exaetly twenty years ago (Ashar 1379 5.E.), Sudir Roy
Choudiwry in & periodioal numed ‘Sarsswmt’, published from
Calcutta had written an article on the hidden 2uthor Jagadish
Gupta {*Lupta Lekhak Jagadish Gupts®), thereby intending to
rouse the interest of zeeders and licerery orities in hm,
With this wes added an ineomplete oatalogus of Jagadish Gupta's
books., In the stme isswe was reprimted Jagadish Gupta's short
story *Adi Rathir Exti'., About six yesrs ago this issus wes
made avajilable ¢ me by ny Seagher and zessarchempexvisor .
b, Ushe Ranjan Bhactacharyys, The stoxy enchanted and amésed
»e 2t the same tins, Thereafter I read sawversl stories one
afeer apother, oach of tham appeared to me ‘unknsm’ in Bengeli
1itesetures g0 fer. This is the primasy reason which led me

1. Jagadiah Gupsar Gal Subdr Creuduari (ed,)
M"oﬁ: fm.th. M-
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towasds repsarel, Tnspite of the best will, it was mot fessidle
to colleat ¢the werks of Jagadish Guphe, Nis published hooks
were out of print. Whetever hes besn published by "Basmeest’
and ‘Greathalaya’, hut constitute & frogment of Ms writings.

In the course of sy ingquivy, I come % the conciusion that the
major pare of Nie writings is still avey from Pamen sight, This
statgment is valid even wpo 1m.mmmmsm

. ¥ WMMMMpMQIQ m-mm A
great desl of lahour has spubled me %0 find eout ninety aime and
my inquirzy rests on these, o one has se fer been able to previde
me with an editcion of his fomr aatholegies of short-stories, X
have given a full agoount of this in the *Epilogue’ (pp. 185.89).

Upto the pericd of undertaking this faguiry, not more | .
than tweaty srticles were publiehed shout Jegadish Owpts. A
| full-fledced Alscmesion wag mull. This is the sesond desideratum
which leads me %0 embayk on an inguiry oo him. Subseguently,
some tooks on him heve Deen publiched. Ome full-fledged
ressazch work alsc hes made its sppessence. All thess have
come within cur purview, A full sccount of thess have been
furntshed in the 'Epilogue’ (pp. 179-183). While recogmrising

the valus and inmpertanss of thess publicstions, we may agsert
thag the preseat ingquiry ie¢ mot 2 were echo of wvhat has been

done eariier, This too had 2 scope 3ad we helieve that we have
done justics to our designed esurse, Accordingly wve swimit our
discuseion to the cirxele of stielars with the helief that this

Munble athampt will fmour Mr plesaure.




