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TRANSIIT, NON PERIIT.

O

(My Grandfather, Rajnavain Bose, died
September 1899).

Not in annihilation lost, nor given

To darkness art thou fled from us and light,

O strong and sentient spirit ; no mere heaven
Of ancient joys, no silence eremite

Received thee ; but the omnipresent thought
Of which thou wast a part and earthly hour,
Took back its gift. Into that splendour caught
Thou hast not lost thy special brightness. Power
Remains with thee and the old genial force
Unseen for blinding light ; not darkly lurks :
As when a sacred river in its course

Dives into ocean, there its s‘trengthk'abides

Not less because with vastnéss wed and works
Unnoticed in the grandeur of the tides.

-’

ATUROBINDO GHOSE.



LEAN HARD.

Child of my Love—lean hard—
And let me feel the pressure of thy care.
I know thy burden, child—1 shaped it—
Poised it in mine own hand—made no proportion .
Of its weight to thine unaided strength ;
Eor even as°I laid it on, I said—
“I shall be near, and while she'leans on me,
“This burden shall be mine, not hers ;
*“So shall I keep my child within the circling arms
“Of mine own love.” Here lay it down, nor fear .
To impose it on a shoulder which upholds
- The government of worlds. Yet closer come—
, Thou art not near enough—1I would embrace thy care,
" So I might feel my child reposing on my breast.
Thou lovest me ? I know it—doubt not, theun,
But loving me—lean hard.

LINES WRITTEN ON READING
"“LEAN HARD.

Father I must Lean Hard,”

And lay on Thee the burden of this pain :

This murmuring impatience too~=Thou know’st

Is harder still to bear : my fainting heart

Must find its shelter neath the circling arms

Of thine own deep love. Firm, clasp it there ]

Take @// my burden—Thou said’st it sZa// be Thine ;
Leaning on 7%ee 1 know I shall be strong.



1o/

Father ! dear Father ! 1 would be closer yet—
But Thou must draw me, else I cannot come.
Thine arm is not enough~—~where else can I repose
But on Thy loving breast ? Soft pillowed there

For ever let me lie ! Weary and weak,

My feet had stumbled on this rugged way,

Had’st thou not held my hand ; and now I’'m come
Close to the narrow stream—E’en shotld its waters
Roar and Waves swell high—Thine everlasting arms
Shall bear me safely through—irs floods can ne’er
O’erwhelm. Father'! Thou lov’st thy child -~

1 do not doubt—but i/l “Lean Hard.”
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“The distribution of scholarships and prizes to the
students of the Hindo College took place en Thuarsday
last. Our readers will ‘have found the abstract of the

_proceedings of this interesting ceremony in our last,
The Hurkaru bas published them in exfenso including
the best essay which was read by its authior and the best
answers to the historical questions for the senior scholar-
ship. The essay, compared with the Hindu College
Prize essays of several years past printed in the report, is
very inferior; but the answers to the historical ques-
tions are astonisbing for their fulness and general
accuracy. They present too in their style a most mark-
ed contrast to the essay which is often not idiomatic
while that of the answers is scarcely often otherwise,
We have been told that it is the practice for the com-
petitors for the scholarships to write their answers at
first in rough draft and then copy them. Now if this
was doue in the case of the answers to which we are
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referring; the student who is the author of them must,
~ besides a most extraordinary memory, and faculty of
expression in English, write it with a rapidity which is
_xare even among Englishmen, for these answers cccupy
‘very nearly two columns  of the Hurkaru very closely
printed in brevier type. We write tolerably fast but
we doabt if we could write the quantity in the same
time; and we are quite sure that we could not write
so much twice over without allowing a moment for
thought- and recollection. If.-Rajrasain, Bo

se .wirote

his answers at once, he cannot have taken any time to
recall .all the historical facts embodied in his answers
bat have written them off as if writing from a book and
not from wmemory -and his performance, despite some
slight mistakes in matter and style, is really most extra-
ordinary. He has not passed over a single question,
He has answered every one in the most detailed manner
generally. with great accuracy aund interspersed his an-
swers with remarks that show considerable powers of
reflection and discrimination. How comes it that he
could not beat the essayist at the work, for the subject of
the essay afforded great advantage to one whose mind
is so wellstored with historical facts and who writes with
such extraordinary ease and rapidity ? The subjéct given
was : “On the effects produced on the fortunes of differ-
ent nations and of mankind in general by the indivi-
dual character of remarkable persons illustrated from
History.’” The author of the answers to the historical
questions should surely have been able to write a
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better essay than the one to which the palm of superi-
ority in business has been awarded.”

Bengal Hevald, 14th January, 1843. . Saturday. ‘
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(») Bacon’s Essays.

() Shakespeare—Macbeth, Lear, Othello, and
Hamlet. ﬁ

(®) Milton—FParadise Lost, Lycidas, Comus,
L’Allegro, 11 Penseraso, Sonnets, &c.

(8) Pope’s Essay on Criticism, Rape of the Lock,
Eloisa to Abelard, Elegy on the death of a
young lady, Prologue to the Satires, &c.

(¢) Young’s Night Thoughts.

(v¥) Gray’s Poems.
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(») Hume’s History of England (unabridged).

(2) Gibbon’s Roman Empire (unabridged).

(9) Mitford’s History of Greece.

(8) Fergusson’s Roman Repuﬁlic.

(¢) Elphinstone’s India.

(¥) Russell’s Modern Europe.

THeT A gfes st 2303 |
Mathematics.
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(>) Euclid First six books and r1th book.

{2)  Algebra, ,

{o) Plane and Spherical Trigonometry.

"(8) Analytical Conic Sections,
(¢) Differential and Integral Calculus.
(v} Mixed Mathematics.

(F) Whewell’s Mechanics.

{q) Berkley’s Astronomy.

() Webster’s Hydrostatics.

{9) Phelp’s Optics.

(1) Calculation of Eclipses.
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qifEe 289 | 41 F4q @AACF WATH! AN AT 2Be | A
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“Ffovel Aot el qraESs AR
TS Afren gufes wfws
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LT QBFC ﬁ“{f’[ wlaein szl =g “Defence of Bra.hmmsmf‘x
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“After the death of Ram Mohan Ray, the catholic
character of the Samaj was not destroyed. Even while
its leaders admitted the Vedas to be a revelation, they
did so solely on account. of the “reasonableness and
cogency - of these doctrines” (see Vedantic. Doctrines

Vindicated) as compared with the other Shastras of
the Hindus and the religious scriptures of other nations.
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They rejected the idea of a revelation supported by
external evidence. “The only ground” they said “on
which thé truth of any ‘system of belief can be main-
tained is that founded on the nature of the doctrines
inculcated by it”” “If the doctrines of theology and
the principles of morality taught in the sacred
volumes referred to appear to be consonant to the
dictates of sound reason and wisdom—if thesetenets
and precepts carry the unimpeachable character of
truth in them—the man who has received them and
continues to place his trust in them will have no
reason to fear the vituperative—(?) of ungodliness in
respect to his religion® (Vedantic Doctrines Vindicat-
ed), The letter . of Babu Devendra Nath Tagore
published in the Englishman in October 1846, speaks
of his religion as one “whose principles are echaoed to by
the dictates of that of nature and of human reason and
human heart and &y ke sense of the wisest of all ages
and centuries.” The Revd. Mr, Mullens in his “Essay
on Vedantism, Brahmoism and Christianity” says:
“Though the Brahmos claim the Vedas as a revelation
of divine truth they look primarily upon the works of
nature as their religious teacher.,  From nature they
learned first and because the Vedas (as they assert)
agree with nature therefore they regard them as inspir-
ed.” He quates in support of the above assertion
the. following passages from the *Vedantic Doctrines
Vindicated.” “The knowledge derived from the
sources of inspiration deals with eternal truths which
¢ : ,



TG | v

require  no-other proof than what the whole crea-
tion and the mind of man ‘unperverted by fallacious
reasonings afford in abundance” It is, therefore, evi-
dent that the leaders of the Samaj at this time con-
‘sidered the Vedas to be revealed solely on account of
the reasonableness and cogency of these doctrines.
Their errors lay in believing that whatever they con-
tained was reasonable and cogent. As soon asthey
perceives their mistakes after a wider study of the
Vedas, they shook it off at once. Now, why did they
do'so easily ? The . reason is that a higher standard of
belief had always predominated in their minds as shown
by the above extracts from these publications over
that of written revelation, that is, the standard of
reason, and, as conscientious ‘men, they could not
continue professing that to be a revelation which was
found to contain errcrs.””
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6T Awcs fawia | W fowE @@ e g s
wifi qasfusts w9 fo$ 79l (Debating Club) 7ezt=
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2RI 9T ofr e IR W @ Ao AwHre
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“It is a common saying that the natives of this
country will do nothing to help themselves and that
they must be assisted by the Government or by the
European - community.  An example has just occurred
at Midnapore to show that this is not always the
case and when kindly advised and shown how
they can benefit their race, they are not slow even
in that slowest of all operations the subscribing funds
to attain the object when they feel certain itis for
a particular good. .

These observations arise naturally - when one sees as
at Midnapore a large building erected in the school com-
pound for the manly games of Fives and Rackets and
learns that it has been raised by subscriptions amongst
the parents, guardians and friends of the boys, but
it is so and when asked whether they required the
aid of Government to complete the building, it is



s AT T A5l

refreshing to learn that the reply was a respectful
negative,

Great credit is due.to the Head Master, Babu Raj
Narain Bose, and it is a certain proof of the esteem in
which his character is held that he has been able to
raise the necessary subscriptions ““Ce nest que la premier
par qui conte”” Another subscription has been set
on foot among the friends of the boys to supply backs
to the forms and stools for the feet of the pupils,
who will no longer be placed like notes of interroga-
tion on the forms with legs dangling, a position
that weakens and deforms. the frame of a growing
stripling .~who has thus to' combat with physical
weakness in pursuing his mentally wearying studies.
This is good progress and, as [ maintain, shows that
the natives are not unwilling to belp themselves when
put on the way of doing so.”

Fieda favea Agegs oty miNE  fewiaaiesy (Local
Commitiee of Public Instructiong¥ ) 4T «IGA HeJ
erwRARRTE FRtreicd Tt figan v wfyie Ao
froid Sy Affs |ty atw sfice @B o)
SRATT 52 40! Srizad faey @ve gqrey |

A Fremaies SEEIE @ 399 AT 1 [ER
531 AfwE Rwed ey e Al Trevor Grant
( s THAT e farew ) fafiw fratfeeam,

““Was happy “in the idea that he was not on the
Committee at all,. Has not been gazetted.
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Multiplication is vexation
Addition is as bad ;.
The Rule of Three doth puzzle me
And practice drives me mad.
| Signed on ocath
TREVOR GRANT,
Examiner.

w7 @M WSS Az (Mr. Bright) @ qifss @iz
(Captain Short) 7z =i <6 sfaw @l atm—

“Present Captain Short, Mr. Bright.

Now Past 4 by my repeater.

It was resolved that as the Secretary and other
members were not present the meeting should be
adjourned sine die with a vote of thanks to the chair.

€7l Bright wittex fafmifarem | sestx atfaw ai@m Short
ated fafaatfaem—

“The meeting having adjourned, it is proposed ez’
passant that the boys anxious to become students be
examined as. to their physical prowess, the best being

To go head foremost through an inch sex/ board.

“Vivat Regina.”’ .
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“The Mythology of Greece and Rome is nowhere. The
bloody religious rites of our own fore-fathers cannot even bhe traced
with any certainty or accuracy. But this faith of India goes bapk
not to a ruder but to a purer period and presents. truths embodied
in poems that humanity in all its fature will not allow to perish.
Untita man can see this, he really has no right to- attempt to.
reason on the subject.. Again Hindooism hag, produced immense
charity and kindness, ascetic devotion almost unrivalled, and an
.e.nduranc'e for the faith whichno conqueror has been able to shake.
When the Crusaders and Mussalmans were confronting each
other in the name of religion for the possession of the “Holy land™”
the faith of India inculcated a severe reprobation of blood-shedding
even of the brute creation, and the result -is seen to this day,
down to the very children, who never dream of torturing or killing
animals or birds, while English- boys often make such torturing
and killing a delight. The devotion, too, runniung into evety act
of life is something that is entitled to the respect of all men.
Again, the faith is national, and that is a loyal nature which is
difficult to shake from its .- father's faith. We grant so.much,
not- as something extorted from us by the logic of fact, but with
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pleasure that so much that is of truth and right are existent in
this ancient race.”

“And the Christian Missioharies in these days to foreign Jands,
what does their work mean ? Some of the men are humbugs,
some of them flatter natives or scorn them. Some who never
would have beep above the work-shop at home earn a fair liveli-
hood here and are saZibs, eat better, drink better, and clothe better
than at home and have five servants or more where in England
they would not have had one.”

“We shall not be supposed to be writing with one unkindly
feeling against either the Hindoo people or their faith. We think
at all events, that we shall not. We shall look upon their beautiful
BDurga festival without one thought to jar with the beauty of the
sight. We repeat, we utterly disclaim the charge of imputing
to the pecple mere image-worship. We believe their festivals
haye‘a suggestive and marvellous history, reflex of ages, dead
and gone, of the - thoughts of master minds to whom reflection
was as their daily bread, if not more. We think that their faith
has been cruelly caluminated. We revere its charity, its humanity,
{ hatred of cruelty ) its gentleness, its endurance, its thoughtfulness,
its friendliness, and much more. We believe in very much,
Babu Rajnarain Bose has proved his case. It is something to be
tolerant, to be ‘religious in every act of life, to cause religion
to run into laws, politics, economy, every thing, to have such a
grand antiquity, and such a mighty grasp on the human mind
that ages upon ages of disasters have not unloosened the hold.
We can admire this. We wish we could follow the threads of its
story into dark times, and study so great a marvel of the human
mind.” : ’

“Babu Rajnarain Bose has a right to his views, and we admire
his manliness.”
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“%foaiw fige” “Old Hindws Hope” 7at% @ wfodry
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August 4, 1889 Dak Edition.

The publication of the famous pamphlet “The
Old Man’s Hope,” has given the book under notice its
present name, though the scheme of a Maha Hindu
Samiti, or a great union of Hindus, which it embodies,
was commenced to be written, so early as 1881. A
Bengali translation of . the scheme appeared in the
Bengali periodical, Navajiban, in July, 1886. The
original English is now published, and forms the
subject. of the present notice. The scheme is exceed-
ingly solemn in its character and catholic in its spirit.
The “Old Hindu,” who has broached the idea, though
phys1cally old, is mentally, morally, and religiously
more energetic and enthusiastic than most of the
younger members of the Hindu Coinmunity. The
proposal gives rough details of how the Sawsis is

- to be formed and worked, but these ' are subject to

'
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modifications, Patriotism = of the highest type per-
vades every syllable of the old man’s thoughts and
utterances, and all who have the nation’s good at
beart would do well to consider the practicability of
the proposal, which, if successfully carried out, is
calculated to work a revolution in the temporal and
spiritual economy of the Aryan Nation. Politicians
might profitably pause to inquire whether the realisa-
tion of the Old Hindu’s hope will retard or advance
the cause of the country which the National Congress
is pledged to promote. The readers might remember
the publication  in these columns -~ of ~some  letters
concerning the subject. These letters have now been
incorporated .into the present pamphlet. The whole
production is a most valuable one, and deserves wide
circulation and thorough discussion.
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(8) Theistic Toleration and Diffusion of Theism.
ST IIT—

(9, Adi Brahmo Samaj as a Church, @={g-
BANEL '

(8) Science of Religion &Fitag qaag—

What is Brabmoism % =@F Sfalg fRar Miss
Sharpe gigl fdmre 223ty w3f Rev. Charles Voysey
AT Soigrz F7e ABIE | oizice fofa ffimifzem “1 have
had unalloyed pleasure in reading this lecture of
Babu Bose. * * * * [ only wish I had time to tell
youall I feel. It is maguoificently true and wise.”
fRrte wat f@wta #itgs @ Afes s IfEaegT—«I can

truly say the sentiments and the tone of the pamphlet
all through are highly: refreshing, highly encouraging,
and that the writer has my warmest sympathy.”  <is{g
¥w %{¥F Brahmoism f& 3 fml faviy (3R 313
Feref 7e aga ot wm 1 @ [t ARt <
& #fEs WAty @mw 9% ¢ fZsA Rev. Charles Voysey
7z $ET agld AL g1 Hindu Theist'’s Brotherly
Gift to English Theists @% aiw wiff Bzl sy vz |
Voysey 7ftgd &% “if¥ain Aaafy 9l @« swaa 1—-1
have read with the deepest satisfaction your essay on
Theism, It might be called a marvel of Eaglish
composition, so happy have yon been in the sclec-

tion- of words and so admirably clear in ex-
pressing your thought, [ believe it will command the -
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assent of all Theists, though here and there on minor
points there would be .a slight difference of opinion.
* % * % Now my dear friend, will you at once send
me your' photograph? 1 want to place you in my
gallery along with Theodore Parker, Professor New-
man and Miss Cobbe, But you are a fruer theist than
any of them except Newman.” (I35 Voysey ANEI

Tz fqatcen sae gfoifas! Bl el sfamiew ) “The
; Truth Seeker” EA—"One of the best expositions of

Theism we have yet seen ; full of clear thought and
fine feeling. We are promised ‘Theistic Selections
from the Bible’ and hope to see it as an instalment
~of a much needed work.,” “The Inquirer” I@I—“We
welcome this little gift from a cultured and spiritually
minded Hindu Theist and would assure the author
that we have read it with unqualified approval. * =
- The essay before us presents Theism in its purest
and highest form, stripped of the legends and supersti-
tions which degrade and deform more or less all the
great historical religions of the world. + % % = =
Our own Christianity embraces the noblest sentiments
 contained in the essay. With its spirituality, its
catholicity, its high and pure morality, its universal-
ism, we are in full sympathy’ After quoting a
passage from the book the reviewer remarks- “These
are true and noble sentiments. Would that the mass
of mankind were ready to appreciate and receive
them.” @f% Miss Sophia Dobson Collett &ty «&
WT ARF Sbrx AT Brahmo Year Pooka fafygirgn—
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“An earnest and well-written tract, in excellent English
setting forth the doctrines of Theism, and its position
in relation to other systems. Babu Rajnarain Bose
writes in a very kindly spirit, and prefaces his tract
with the following “Dedication.”> “To the Unitarians
of England, whose church is ‘growing from within,
this work is inscribed by the author, in the hope that
it may afford them some help, however feeble, in
giving a character to their church more consonant to
the spirit of Theism to which it is tending, and in
the adoption of which that tendency must inevitably

terminate.”

“Science of Religion’ #%7% Brahmo Public Opinion
femiferam—“The Science of Religion has a unique
interest for all Brahmos. Itis, in short, their Theo-
logy. Very few Brahmos bhave, however, sufficiently
-appreciated its importance or devoted their attention
to it, Within the last few months, however, Babu
Rajnarain Bose has published a pamphlet containing
‘the results of his long study and thought on the
subject, We most heartily welcome this little book
and hope it will be extensively read by Brahmos.
We may be quite proud of it as the author has not
simply borrowed from Europeans but derived some
-of his ideas on the subject from  Sanskrit sources.
Indeed, this would be quite ‘evident from the manner
" in which he developes his thought and ideas on the
subject, even had he not told us of it in the preface.
Anything written by a man of his ability and ex-



FHEa | , 389

perience deserves serious study and consideration.
The work before us is full of original suggestions and
acute remarks, We draw to it the attention of all
thoughtful Brahmos who want to study the philoso-
phical foundation of their religion. * * * * % %
"Like Geometry, Theology or the Science of Religion
is a deductive science. The former begins with a few
axioms and definitions and constructs from them by
deductive reasoning the whole body of the science.
The latter starts from certain axioms known intui-
tively and developes by - deductive reasoning the
truths which are implicitly contained in them.
* % % # % We have briefly given above the method
proposed by our author for the Science of Religion
in this little book. Itis not a bad one so far as it

goes. It is indeed quite a legitimate method
in science and has been very fruitful as is well
known in Geometry and other Deductive Sciences.
Within its proper limits it could be equally {fruit-
ful in the Science of Religion. And the use
made of it by our author seems to us to be quite
_legitimate; and the results arrived at quite reason-
able and valid” “The Sunday Mirror” 3fmifgram—
“Babu Rajnarain Bose has acquitted himself thorough-
ly well. In the course of a few thoughtful pages he
has shown the feasibility of a science like this. The
leading tenets of Theism are drawn up on a logical
basis, as we believe he has succeeded in showing that
Religion as a scienceis as reliable and trustworthy as
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other sciences.”” Voysey 87 @3 VT AH SiEl «F
*tqq postscriptq IFMTER—“P. S.' August, 20 (1879)
I am at home again and have read with great admira-
tion your essay on Religion as a science. This wwork
deserves and, if I mistake not, will receive great attén-
tion from the scientific world. If you will send me
20 copies for sale I will remit you the cost and
postage when I know the amount.

slastel siaf@fe wita @lfis amatfer Miss Frances
Power Cobbe $fzig “Alone to the Alone” 8% iNirE
aTQ S TACS Bighw AT WA fa @Ak =)
2 A g @fefaf foy aent oy

Calcutta,
June, 18714
Dear Madam,

I have received your very valuable present of a copy
of ““Alone to the Alone.”” * % % = % The book is a little
compact chest of distilled sweets, distilled from the flow-
ers of love and veneration gfowing in the innermost
recesses of the human heart. * % % * % * % It repre-
sents all the shadows and lights of human life and all
the moods of the human mind from doubt to faith, from
grief and despondency to social mirth and merriment,
It is adapted to all states of the mind. It will infuse
strength into the weak and wavering, give . consolation
to the miserable and heighten the joy of the happy.
It will confirm faith, increase veneration and rekindle
the flame of divine love in hearts becoming cold as



FERIA | | y8¢

~mine. Itis, indéed, a most valuable manual of devo-
~ tion to Theists: It has a mission to fuliil, May God
. speed that mission. _

The fact of the prayers in the book having been
contrivuted by fifteen individuals of different countries
and races and trained pr in the midst of different
religions speaks to- the identity of Theism and is an
“earnest of its future universal diffusion and perma-
nence. _

The preface to your book is an invaluable one.
Seldom -have 1 seen such noble thoughts expressed
in' such luminous and - felicitous language, evincing
the finest intuitions and the most delicate perceptions:
of the true, the good, and the beautiful.

I perfectly agree with what you say about prayer
being a natural act of the human mind. As the lotus,
to use a Hindu simile, opens its closed petals to the
rising beams of its beloved sun, so the human heart
opens itself to God by prayer. - As the lark rises higher
and higher in the sky towards the san, raining a flood
of .melody below, so the soul  of man rises higher
and higher to God by means of prayer, delighting
with its utterance mgn below. Itis as natural to.
man to pray as for alotus to open its petals to the .
rising sun and for the lark to rise in: the sky and sing
‘as it rises.  Your remarks on prayer for spiritual bless-
ings delight me muach. The invariable fulfilment of
such prayer comes from an invariable spiritual law.
Unless we want God, we cannot obtain Him ; unless

So
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we want the aid of God to enable s to- obtain Him,
we cannot obtain Him. But the noblest of prayers
is, I think, that to which the word prayer in its wswoal
sense cannot apply. It is the state of “still com-
munion which transcends the inferior offices of prayer
and praise.’”” It is the state which our Vedas call the
state of full contact with God, the state, which it
declares to be the source of the greatest felicity. This
state is compared by it to holding the amalaki fruit in
the palm of the hand. The word for prayer in the
Sanskrit language (#pasana) comes from a root signi-
fying “to sit”” and literally’ means “sitting lowly be-
fore God.” This “sitting lowly before God” at last
culminates in the contact with God mentioned above.

Your expréssion “the Being dearer and nearer
to us than a flower or star” brought to my mind
the saying of the Persian Poet Sadi: *The Friend
is nearer to me than { am to myself. This is troubling
to me that I am far from Him.”” Our Vedas say
in one place : “The wise. who sze him in the soul,
' enjoy everlasting peace and not others” and in
another :  ““The wise, who see Him in the soul, enjoy
everlasting felicity and not others” This constant
perception of God as the soul of the soul, nearer to
me than I am to myself and more mine than I am
mine, is, I think, the highest prayer,

Most of the prayers in the book are addressed to
God as father and mother. The ideas of God as
father and mother are very consoling and, at the
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same time, true, in as much as (to quote the beautiful
-words of Leigh Hunt) that side of God which touches
humanity is trae ; but still those words only figurative-
<1y~ express ‘the relation of God to us. - God is not
" exactly our father and mother as one’s earthly father
“and mother are, More spiritually troe, therefore,
is the uudefinable mysterious - relationship = which
draws us to Him as nearer and dearer to ourselves
than we are to ourselves.  This is well illustrated
in the following song of Bishturam, one of our princi-
pal Brahmo song-makers: ‘I am ata loss to think
.what  relationship is there between you and me. 1
find no clue of this, O Thou beyond conception ! in
the Vedas and Puranas. Art thou father, mother or
any near relation ?*This cannot possibly be said of
Thee, How strange is this that there 'is no relation-
ship with Theebut still'I do not consider Thee as a
stranger. I heéar from all the Sastras that Thou art
in every place but still I know Thee not. Thou must
“be somebody who is mine, yea, more mine than I am
mine, If this bé not the case, why does the mind
of itself draw to Thee ?” Bisturam puts in the words,
“Brother, sister, son or daughter” after “Father,
mother, near-relative”, but, as it is offensive to good
(European) taste to use those words with reference
to God, I bave expunged them from the translation.
I-quite agree with you in the opinion that there
is a separate set of faculties for the attainment of
religious knowledge, and the intellect or, in other
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‘words, the reasoning faculty (there is a difference
between the reasoning faculty and reason) plays but
an - inferior part in the process, acting simply as
“regul.ator and corroborator” of what we learn from
those faculties, but, from your frequent allusions to
sculpture, painting and muosic when treating of the
existence of those f{aculties it seems that you think
them somewhat akin to . the zesthetic faculty (which
does not occupy a very high rank -in the classification
of the faculties) and the affections. You seem to think
them to be more of an. emotional character than
otherwise, but that this is not exactly what you mean,
appears -again from other words in ‘the preface where
you say that we know God by means of the three
faculties of will, conscience, and affection. I, how-
ever, go to the length of saying that even these three
faculties are insufficient to. give us the knowledge  of
God. Tbey certainly -give usthe idea of a Being
possessed of intelligence, purity and love far higher
than our intelligence, purity and love, but they do
not fead us to the idea of the Absolutely Perfect
Being. For that idea we must seek other sources than
those three faculties. 1 think those sources are the
intuitions of reason and judgment. Matter is not an
object of sensuous perception nor is mind that of
consciousness. By sensuous perception we know only
the qualities of matter and not matter itself, By
consciousness, we know only the qualities of mind
and not mind itself, Itis by an operation of reason
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that we know matter and mind, but that is an opera-
“tion of reason in ' its intuitive form. As we know
min'a and ‘matter by intuition “of reason we know the
Perfect Being, the eternal ground of all existences,
_upon_ whom matter and mind depend, by intuition
~of reason also, but the intuition of reason, cannot  give
us an enlightened idea of absolute perfection. It only
.g«i'ves us a vague idea of the Perfect Being. 1t only
enables us to know that the imperfect depends abso-
lutely upon the Absolutely Perfect. But what is
absolute perfection itself it does not enable us to
“know. For an enlightened idea of the Absolutely
~Perfect Being, we are indebted to the intuition of
judgment which lets us know what qualities are
nobler than others. [t is by the intuition of judgment
we perceive that one idea of absolute perfection is
nobler than another until we arrive at the highest
idea of God. From the intuitions of judgment also,
we derive our notions of right and wrong. In this
view of ‘the question,‘ conscience - merges “into the
faculty of intuitive judgment, the feelings of moral
approbation and disapprobation  -accompanying each
act of such jugdment being distinct from the latter.
Conscience in its usual acceptation more properly
means these feelings than the judgment above alluded
L0, * % % % % * = :

You seem to think that the ideas of God, given
by the will, the conscience and the affections, are of
an intpitive character but strictly considering they
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are not so. The Being who has given us will must
have ' will——the PBeing who has given us ideas of
moral purity must himself be pure—the Being who
has given us love must himself have love—are all
inferences and not intuitions, -

You say in one place of %Ul‘ preface: “Becaute we
rejoice in these relics of ancient piety and delight to
use them as often as they suggest themselves;-as the
genuine expressions of our feelings and love tolink
ourselves by their employment to the great chain of
pious souls, stretching through  the past, it does not
therefore follow that we can confine ourselves within
their limits or find in them, as a whole, the free channel
wherein our faith can flow unbrokenly® This is a
very sound principle. According to this principle,
old and new elements should both be united in Theistic
services and prayer-books. The retention of the old -
element aids the diffusion of Theism among the mass
of mankind who has a tender fondness for the past.
The acknowledgment of the merits of Christ in some
of the prayers in your book, besides souvnding very
graceful as expressions of gratitude in the mouths of
European Theists who have conscientiously greater
admiration for Christ than we, Hindu Theists, have,
links the past with the present, and aids the diffusion
mentioned above. [ am very glad to mark the sacred
regard and the affectionate tenderness with which you
have spoken of the past everywhere in your preface.

How happy is your expression “as if the Divinity
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were something hidden in a lump of quartz 1 How
often have [ quoted this to some of my scientific friends
who do not depend on the intuvitional argument (if
such a term can be used) for the existence of God but
seek for proofs of his existence in the external world.

You- say in one place of your preface: “Virtue, .
truth and ch‘arity' are such blessed things that we can
not even think of them without being the- better for it
or brush past them on our way through life without
‘carrying on our garments the smell of the field which
the Lord hath loved.” This brought to my mind the
saying of the Persian Poet: “The company of the
. pious is like an otto-holder. Though it may not give
us a portion of the otto of roses it contains, yet there
cometh out a smell thereof.”” This means in ‘Eastern
language: ‘Though we may not be actually pious
from the company of the pious yet we may be the
better for it.”” :
- Yousay in a certain place of your perface ; “a man
may or may not make rules of devotion, trusting in
the latter case only to the unflagging ardour of his
heart.” This want of rule may suit a few truly exalt-
ed and disciplined minds like yours but in the case of
the generality of men rules of devotion are required.
If they be taught to “leave the generous to shape
themselves,” [ fear they  will be totally extin-
guished. % # » x

[ was literally charmed by the last paragraph of
your preface and blessed the hand that indited it.
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I am very glad to see the book opens with ‘a motto
from Plotinus. If any non-Hindu approached in his
opinions and character to the Rishis of ancient India,
it was Plotinus of Alexandria. In fact, it is said by
some historians that he borrowed his doctrines from
the sages of India. ‘Hindu - ships that sailed to
Alexandria = imported .. philosophical opinions into

that city as well as articles of merchandise. * * % =
“Although the book opens with a motto from Plotinus,
I am Sorry to see that there is not a single prayer in
the book which properly illustrates its charming title
and which can be called truly Plotinian in character -

one which Plotinus himself, refined by the influence of
Theism. would have composed at your request had he
been living. I have attempted to supply the defici-
ency in the following prayer. Although T am but a
worm compared with the Great Alexendrian, I was led
to write it out as my personal opinions on - the subject
of divine communion and my personal feelings to-
wards God are akin to his. Had this not been the
case, | would not have  written -it, for prayer should
‘come out from the heart. I also send you another
prayer expresssing my gratitude to God for the many
mercies he has shown me in my own life.

I ﬁope‘the strictures | have made above are not of
such a nature as to merit the censure which you have
justly pronounced upon “as our burden and bane.”’
How bitterly we are fecling the . truth of this remark
in our Calcutta Society. * % % % % =
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I remain, Dear Madam, with the deepest respect,
- your Hindu fellow-theist, (Sd.) Rajnarain Bose.
Boitan @ifefafte state @it 35 A s 339 |
() ,
O Thou -the "Alone  who dwellest in- the -awful
depths of thy inaccessible Majesty ! Leaving the
cares and distractions of the world behind me, [
now approach Thee alone. O Thou all-calm | with
a calm heart art Thou to be worshipped ; make
now my heart calm., ¥Flace me now above the storms
of passion and the waves of emotion. Shed the beam
of Thy most holy place over my mind. Let not the
fever of worldly ambition oppress me now that 1
come to worship Thee in the inner temple of the
heart. ' :
Mysterious and incomprehensible Being | The mind
cannot fathom Thee.  Speech with the mind desist
in their attempt to grasp Thy infinite nature. This
we know that we know Thee not, They, who say
they know Thee, know Thee not. and they, who say
they do not know Thee, know Thee, It is neither that
I know Thee not nor is it that I know Thee. This
only I know, O God! that Thou art Truth, Unity,
Infinity, Intelligence, Goodness, Peace and Felicity
itself. R
O Thou the Light of lights that dwellest in light
ineffable | Lead me forth from darkness into light.
Dispel the darkness of ignorance and worldly illusion
~ from my mind, Reveal Thy blessed nature to me,
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O Thou Revealer of divine knowledgey It is Thou
that sendest down thoughts to men. Engage me
in thoughts that lead only to good—in thoughts that
lead to Thee and the life eternal. '

O God ! Thou only art true, Thou art the truth
of truth, The world exists through Thee. To no-
thing is is reduced if Thou withdraw Thyself from it.
The world is not real, thou only .art real. Thou who
art Reality itself ! ‘lead me forth from the unreal
to the real. Let me not be deceived by the mirage
of life.- Centre all my hopes and aspirations in Thee
and in Thee only.

Thou who art Life and Immortality itself ! lead
me forth from death to immortality. It is death not
to know Thee and love Thee. Surrounded are we on
all sides by death—by forgetfulness of Thee. Release
me from the bondage of death, Quicken me with
Thy life, O Life of life! Life eternal without Thee is
no life.. Make me begin life proper here. [ufuse life
into me now to be continued and heightened beyond
conception in the life to come.

Thou who art Allfree 1 free me from ignorance,
prejudice and the knots of worldly illusion that blind
my soul. Free me from the world. Being in the
world, let me- live free from it. Free me from the
thraldom of vice and make me thy servant now and
for-ever. It is freedom to be under thee and with
thee and it is slavery to be free of, and far from thee.

O Thou the Alone ! man’s concern is with thee
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alone and with others for Thee only.,. Man is born
alone, alone doth he die, alone doth he bear reward
and punishment. For succour in the next world
father and mother and dear relative remain not, Thou
only remainest. Thou art my best goal, Thouart my
best wealfh, Thou art -my best world to live in,, Thou
art my best felicity. O Thou my portion for eternity !
make me wholly thine. 1 am Thine alone, O Thou
who art the alone |

O Thou the alone who art the soul of the soul,
the being nearer and dearer to me than [ am to my-"
self I. When now I witness Thee within Thy temple,
the soul, I am transported  with felicity inexpressible.
I lose sight of the world, T lose my individual exis-
tence, I am absorbed by Thee. 1 now feel that Thou,
O infinite spirit, and myself, the finite spirit, are one.
It is now I feel that Thou alone existest, O Thou the
alone ! »

| (2) ,

God of my life ! When I mark Thy fingers in the
events of my past life. I am transported with wonder .
and gratitude.  Oft did it happen when I asked for
anything thinking it to be good for myself Thou didst
not give it to me and when T did not ask for a thing,
thinking it to be bad for me, Thou didst give it. In
those events [ clearly mark the truth of what men say
that man proposeth but God disposeth. At ove time in
my youth the seductions of sensual pleasure proved
too strong for me but Thou didst draw me away from
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them with the violence of parental love. Worldly dignity
and powers then attracted me ; 1 was on the point
of being placed on the fair road to their attainment
when Thou suddenly blasted my prospects and com-
pelled me to undertake what has ever since proved
to me to be the source of. the greatest happiness—
the task of communicating the blessings of knowledge
religious and secular to- my fellowmen. ILord| I
heartily thank Thee for these disappointments. I
heartily thank Thee for bringing me to the blessed
path of religion, 1 heartily thank Thee for raising me
above surrounding ignorance and. superstition to the
saving light of Theism. I heartily thank Thee for
the instruction I have received from the friends who
first taught me its truths. I “heartily thank Thee for
the instruction [ -have received from the wise men
of distant countries. Above all [ thank Thee for
what [ have obtained from my ancestors who
meditated on Thy sublime essence in deep Himalayan
retreats beside the tall rhododendron, the lord of
the forest and the sounding water-fall, whose lives and
hearts were wholly devoted to Thee, who were always
cheerful, having obtained Thee the all-cheering, whose
enjoyment and pleasure were only Thou. These have
made me what | already am but ‘how short does it
fall of ‘what 1 should be ! The fascinations of fame
and the allurements of pleasure have still a distant
charm for me; Thou art not yvet to me so real as the
objects of the wold. Lo | my words have instructed
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many but stili myself am weak. Lord ! when I see
the fervent faith of men without -any learning or
eloquence and compare it with. mine, tears. come to
my eyes, Shall I, O Lord ! provide others with sweets
all my life and be deprived of them myseif ¢ Father!
take compassion on me; make me firm in my faith
and unwavering in my holy resolves, Show Thyself
to me, Thy poor and lonely son afflicted by sorrow,
afflicted by disease and afflicted by meantal gloom.

fan w13 agrecad afefal

26, Hereford Square;
London S. W.
September, 26th, 1871.
Mv DEAR SIR, ‘

I have been longer than [ purposed . in replymg to
your long and very kind and interesting letter and I
fear now I shall be able to answer it only very imper-
fectly. My eye-sight has ‘become so bad from over-
work that 1 write little more than I am obliged to do
in the way of business. [t gives me sincere pleasure
to find that you liked my little book so much and
think it likely to be of use. The way in which you
can blend the religious feelings of the East and West and
trace identity between the expression of them is proof (if
we needed it) of the way in whieh Theism is the great
unity underneath all multiform shapes of human
religion, With regard to your very acute criticism of
the faculties from which we derive our knowledge of
God, I hardly feel I could do justice to it or to my
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own views on the subject in a much longer letter than
I can attempt to write. My object in drawing a
parallel between religious and @sthetic knowledge
is not to place them by any means on a level, for I
entirely and heartily agree with you (as my book on
intuitive morals shows) in considering our knowledge
of morals and religion  transcendental and intuitivé.
I wished only to make good the point that as we
admit the (lower) faculty -of "aesthetic taste to bear
testimony in its own realm so we ought in fairness to
permit the religious sentiment to bear testimony in
that wherein it is concerned. = Perhaps you will be in-
terested in hearing what the wisest and  most respected
of our men of science, Sir Charleés Lyell, said to me
in reference to this 3 “I entirely agree with "you that
the religious  sentiment has just as good a right to be
trusted as the intellect “or any other faculty of our
nature and I think those who dispute it are altogether
wrong. Itis one of the deepest and - most universal
of human feelings and grows stronger with the pro-
gress of the race and is clearest in the noblest minds.”
After all I believe we rather involve ourselves in
needless and artificial difficulties when in such matters
we talk too much of the various parts of our minds
which in truth form a simple personality, « To that
personality even in its innermost abysmal depths, God
directly reveals himself, spirit to spirit, will to will,
We know we can know nothing more, k

I thank you heartily,Dear Sir, for the beaatiful prayers
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which you enclose in your letter and which it will
give me great pleasure to print in another edition of
my book, should I find one called for. You and I would
perhaps differ over some details were we to meet. You
might think me to be too hastily progressive and 1
might think that venerable as is the piety of the past,
the danger of losing any one of its relics is less than
that of embalming its errors.  But whatever we might
find to discuss I am quite sure- we should find more on
which most cordially to join. Believe me then with
sincere regards, your friend and feliow-theist,
{Sd.) TFrances Power Cobbe.

9% AT A9 QT B tw IwAfFAT AF AG g AA{R
@Art =91 Miss Cobbe IA% 9d ST WOW
a2 fefre ca®mes was a8 fefq Miss Cobbeqn oiy
frastel Atew, fog cNay ¢ swelg @l ¢ fKoiges v
Faol 1 SiEE i Miss Elizabeth Shape | <rafg sy
A TS 28 @I A@ Rf¥ ) AR @5 atarel AFE
TrEty 4T (gt 39w fofeen fawgl il w9 feafe 3w
SUR FROACT T ST Bl GifAR vawAAR TSl
fafd) o sifRB sgweed ¥R Wy @IS Miss
Sharpegs % IR @ S fea) 97 <"
wivtel Rars a w9 @ sifad Afue sgwm e
GF4e ST TH Miss Sharpecs Bzia TF9 (239 37 |
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()
Go, son belov’d | as pilgrim bold to lands
Beyond the stormy ocean’s wide domain,
Where Commerce, Art and Science freely rain
On freemen blessings rare with lib’ral hands.
Thou art not tied by false religion’s bonds,
Her chains are not round thee ; thou’rt nobly free :
Thou art not one who fears to cross the sea,
And on the beach by her spell-bound stands.
Thy freedom I esteem though thy excess
I check oft. Go, but still as ours remain.
Be not like apes who change their manners, dress
And language, of their trip becoming vain.
They England -for their home do shameless call,
And reckon mother-land and tongue as gall.

(® :
Go, son betov’d | as pilgrim bold to lands,
Where nature’s servant and interpreter,
Man, wields over elements a God-like pow’r
As slavish tools in his controlling hands,
Go, vent’rous youth | where Goddess Science” bands
Most wondrous feats perform on land and sea ;
There reonuments of art thou rapt will see,
A marvel in itself each tow’ring stands.
Go there, and feast your eyes on men as things ;
Great Herschel, Mill and Tennyson divine ;
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And others too whose fame in India rings,
Bright lights that in far England’s firm’ment shine,
Go, losing not yourself, learn from the west
And come back to your weeping father’s breast.

| Yo (9 )
My son { when thou reach England, thou shalt see.
,Ol‘ir kin in faith who, not adcring man k '
And book, lead boldly true religion’s van
Proclaiming Theism’s creed in discourse free &
Strong Newman, superstition’s enemy
Uncompromising, kinder e’en to doubt
And doubters than the hero-making rout ;
Him and our sisters * on whom blessing be,
The Brahmavad’nis 1 of the Islands far,
Known as the White { in our Puranas old ;
Who, lik our Maitreyi § Old India’s Star,
Such noble truths in noble words have told
As by her said : “From things that do not give
Eternal life, what joy can I derive”?

#. Miss Cobbe and Miss E. Sharpe.

+ Female discoursers of God, so called in the Vedas.

t Colonel Wilford in the Asiatic Reséarches conjetcures the
British Isles to be the Swefa Dwipa or the white Isles of the
Puranas.

§ See the story of Maitreyi and Yajnavalkya in the Brihadara-

nyaka Upanishad.
P}
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When thou to Englaud go, our brethren greet
Of Wakefield * ; tell them they do well to preach
Theistic truths in Christian dress, to teach

Our countrymen those truths we think it meet
To clothe them in a Shastric garb. To seat
Celestial truth in hearts of people wealk,

We should this plan pursue, until we break

The ranks of error strong and her defeat,;

Our faith the same though vested differént ;

As Englishman and Hindu both are men
Though diff’rent clad. Religion true at end
Will win the fight, such forms need perish then,
But ndw let us all work, though slow yet sure.
As God Himself does work, to end secure.

, : (2859)
g celfde Sonmne seRHe Ffes Eal femaifd
Tt et f@fecaa—

28 August, 1870.

My DEAR SIR,

I shonld feel that 1 was ot fulfilling my duty if
I did not send you a few lines to tell you how much
pleasure the . poem which you wrote to your son-in-
law on going to England has given me. Mr. Ghose,
as we call him here, must forgive us for anglicizing
his name, you know we practical English, do every-

% The Free Unitarian Church or rather the Theistic Congre-
gation of Wakefield,
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thing that takes least trouble, and is most convenient
to us, gave me the poem now some weeks past, and
it was with surprise and pleasure that 1 learnt my
name was known by oneso’ far away, and' a stranger
to me, and that it was mentioned in such a manner.
I have received 'many advantages and very great
pleasure from the: visit "here - of -your friend Babu
Keshub—his name I 'will not anglicize, he is only a
bird of passage amongst us—and oue of the greatest
of those advantages has been, the strong proof he
has given us,y that men of all nations are of one spirit,
- however different’ they may be in some ways; and
“that they are able in many things to sympathise with,
and understand each other, to an extent in which I
hardly believed  before.  Your poem in which I am
called your “sister’> makes me also realise the same
truth. - It seems:a very glorious. thing that. separated
by so many - thousands of miles, people may. yet feel
a true bond of union between them. It does, indeed,
help me to realise that all men are God’s children,
Two lines of Tennyson’s will, I think, express my feel-
ing as well as anything,

~ “For so the whole round earth’s every way,

Bound by gold chains, at the feet of God.”

e — * * * *

He (Keshub) has indeed helped many others here,
by helping us from his own ardent religious spirit, and
fervent faith, to put warmth, and fervour and reality,
into. our perhaps less vivid faith, Enthusiasm is a
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glorious thing, it must enkindle flame in other souls.
I might not be correct if I were to say he has done
this for the greater proportion of those who have come
in contact with him, but in very many cases it is un-
doudtedly true, in more cases I feel sure than he is
himself aware, or than we ourselves are, but [ trust in
the course of time the fruits of his visit will be more
seen throughout England, in a growth towards a
purer theism, a wider, warmer-hearted religious
faith. As a social reformer we must also honour him
highly. When I think of what courage he must have
—what courage many of you have—in breaking
through time-honoured customs and ceremonies. I
wonder and admire ; though we have not the same
difficulties to overcome, yet many of us here would
fall far below; in our courage in overcoming our
“idolatrous” canstorns.
* * * * o
Sorry indeed are we to lose him, but we know
his work lies in India, for that he must be best fitted ;
though in some ways he could not have done for us
what he has, had he been European, yet I think one
not brought up amidst it, is not so well-fitted to
permanently influence European life, in these days
an exceedingly complex thing, * * %
Yours in theistic fellowship.
(Sd.) Elizabeth Sharpe.
P, S.—1 cannot help wishing to tell you that one
of the things we greatly admire in Babu Keshub
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is his strong  wish that his country shall not be de-
nationalised, but that it shall be elevated and im-
proved according to its own nature; it seems to us
India can thus only be truly reformed, having life
of its own ‘as the basis of reformation, not adoptmg
in all things foreign ways and habits.

et oo QR e g A wFT I1G Avitew
73 70 Toira (e fermicgw a1 fefa @i @ Aitg (ve®
W6, svas ) fafeatga—

“The four pamphlets you have so kindly sent
to me have very greatly intersted me. I think
it would please you to hear a remark made hy
a lady to whom- 1 lent ‘A Defence of Brahmoism
and ‘the Adi Brahmo -Samaj” ‘I am ’surprised
and pleased to see how strongly its writer feels that
there is indigenous Indian life and thought on which
to plant new efforts after regeneration. [ was not
aware the Indians felt their own nationality so
strongly or at least I thought all those who seeking
reform are also turning towards the European civiliza-
tion., I can give you another instance of how strongly
we English respect those who. honour their own
country and national life, Another friend of mine
was struck with pieasure by nothing so much in
Keshub Babu’s last speech in London as by his saying
“I came here an Indian and return a confirmed
Indian.”* “I do not know if it will sound strange
to you that yodr pamphlets strike me, if I may say
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s0, as being more English, more European in tone,
than other Brahmo writings I have read. This seems
curious  when you are wishing to adhere more to
Hindu life than some othsrs do, but I think, perhaps,
it is because your - tone “is’ calmer, more ‘business-
like’ if I may use the expression, more scientific per-
haps than some writers who have more religious
enthusiasm.  This made your - writings valuable to
me,”’ R
Miss Elizabeth Sharpe Fg%Ilts Sints 5 qmed avza
At oA St v ww stz W2 fefa o ity
sfanl wiwies fafatfewam (8th August, 1871)

“This little book has given me a better insight
into the Hindu Shastras than I have before been able
to have. How much I shall look forward to one
day seeing the book ~you say you are preparing x
I am much struck with the great spirituality in many
of the passages. It is very wonderful the intense
realization those old Rishis had of the omnipresence
of God. How beautiful that is ‘He wlo seeth all
in God and God in all despiseth not any’ How full
of wisdom is tbe sentence, ‘If you think you have
known God well, then you - know but little of
the nature of God” That has dwelt much in my
mind since I read it in your book. To me, nothing
in religious thought is more grand, more awful, more

* Selections from the Hindu Shastras 3% @i%fa feqqefa ussta
Feale) SR T ATE | BT @dve IS T AT 1 (vva)
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impressing, than the fhought how infinitely bdeyond
any knowledge and conception of ours is God. It
~ iseven comforting ‘to ‘me some times to think how
much of him we do not "koanw. Then I feel how
right it is to be humble and patient, to wait in trust,
not to-dogmatize as -the orthodox do, nor as the
materialist, who will dogmatize in declaring there is
nothing beyond things preseut to - be known, It never
harmonizes with my feeling when people speak with
great certainty of the nature of God. Still that does
not in any way weaken my knowledge that 4e7s. ‘It is
neither that I know not God, nor is it, that I know
Him. But while our knowledge of his nature seems
sometimes uhdeﬁned,' how strong, how vivid, is our
feeling of his love, our sense of our constant nearness
«to Him, our trust in His infinite kindness.”

wify Refiee wFe +1F e AT TRY a% 3o Tew en
oA fafion ofzayl oiel Beaigne wRdin AR Szl 7 g7
cotd ooy, siztve fofq wore @izt © [eig 7 et
Ifren | mFe iF 22 TS QAT AT wFI FHE
1512 oizta wyr s fafks onte @3l s — '
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“I have a sonnet to quote to you by a favourite
Eeglish Poet of miné, Elizabeth Barret Browning, it
so much agrees in sentiment with this passage you
quoted to me; ‘As the woman that dances with a
pitcher full of water on her head, dances regularly but
has her mind wpon the pitcher to prevent it from
falling so a pious man should perform - worldly business
but have his mind at the same time set upon God.’

The woman singeth at her spinning-wheel

A pleasant chant, ballad, or bar carolle,

She thinketh of her song, upon the whole,

Far more than of her work, and yet the reel

Is full, and artfully her fingers feel

With quick adjustment provident countrol,

The lines too subtly twisted to unroll

Out to a perfect thread. [ hence appeal

To the dear Christian Church, that we may do

Our Father’s business in these temples mirth,

Thus swift and steadfast thus intent and strong,

The while apart from toil, our souls pursue

Some high, calm. spheric tune, and prove our work

The better, for the sweetness of our song.
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() Defence ~of  Brahmoism and the Brahmo

- Samaj.

(2) The Brahmic questions of the day answered.

(©) Brahmic Advice, Caution and Help.

(8) Adi Brahmo Samaj and its Principles.

Brahmic Advice, Caution and Help $fEwir o =i
3fe “Brahmoism is the religion of harmony” | %
70T Fofd $iz1T sva> AT 3¢ FTHA *vg o |

“I am so very much pleased with what you say
in one of your pamphlets: ‘Brahmoism is the reli-
‘gion of harmony,’ ‘The law of harmouy is the
test by which we should examine whether any
religious doctrine really agrees with Brahmoism.’
These words have helped me much.  They expressed a
thought I was trying, just before I read them, to
arrive at more  clearly than before.. Our Theism
should indeed try to make into one great harmonious
whole all we find in God’s wonderful world, for is not
all, save our sin, from God ? And this, to me, is the
great beauty and strength of theism that it helpes me
to feel how all science, all knowledge, all social im-
provement, all we do or learn, may partake of God.
We are to develop harmoniously all parts of our
nature in due proportion, not to dwarf one for the
other’s sake, for has not God endowed us with all -
these qualities ? An exclusive religion, one that made
something specially holy, and others less so, could
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" never comfort me. [ long for harmony : yet we know
while there is humanity there must be some warring ;
warring at least with evil. Do you kuow Tennyson’s
beantiful lines ¢

Let knowledge grow from more to more,

But more of revarence in us dwell,

That mind and soul, according well,

May make one music as before,

But vaster.”

We want our whole lives ‘to make one music’ before
God, our Father. Only to-day | was reading a passage
from the Roman Marcus Aurelius, which agrees with
this thought, ‘Everything harmonizes with me which
is harmonious to Thee O Universe. Nothing for me
is too early or too late which is in due time for Thee.
Everyting - is fruit to me which Thy seasons bring,
O Nature ! From Thee are all things, in Thee are all
things, to Thee all things return’+. . Of course nature to
me is not separated fram God. Nature’s ways are
His ways, though how great and infinitely  beyond and
above nature He may be, we cannot tell.”

A TR/R Al @z Stetn e e fisel v
& *ft= fegivgs—

“I am struck by the perfectly correct English in
which you write, you Hindus are indeed proficient in

« C. F. 3 3 217 gotf® wtwey o sisifa Awfy
geerygifon feife siefamtay svaw |
tTEY $Hfate
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our language. You say.you wish I could read Bengali,
the best works on Brahmoism being in that language ;
indeed I should like to read them. 1 have been lately
trying to learn  Bengali from my interest in your
~country. Babn Prasanna  Kumar Ray has been

helping me in this study. I feel that it would take -

me a very long time to become at all accustomed to
" the language, but I have with the help of a good
Dictionary (Sir C. Houghton’s) been able to translate
some of the sentences from Keshub Babu’s little com-
pilation of Theistic texts, those from the Hindu Scrip-
. tures being only in Sanskrit and Bengali, were until
now sealed to me. Some of them delighted me mﬁch,
I swow them also to my friends. I know they should
properly be rendered into English from the Sanskrit
rather than Bengali, still I am glad to reach through
the Bengali. Could you tell me if I could procure
any other Bengali work of spiritual passages selected:
from the Hindu Shastras? I see you mention one
~in your “Defence of Brahmoism” {that pamphlet

specially pleased and interested me). 'Is that compi-

lation called “Brahma Dharma’ out of print? If you

have other English pamphlets like those you sent me

I'should be much interested to see them. T'wish I
had some true theistic work to return to you, but none
now occurs to me. If there is any English book you
wish to see 1 could procure and send to you, I should
oe most pleased to send it yow, if you will tell me of
it ; it may sometimes be difficalt to procare European
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works you want in Calcutta, I am very sorry to hear
of your physical sufferings. I hope it is consolation
to you to feel you have laboured for the right and . true.
Your accounit of how health must give way before
mental labour in India is not encouraging to Euro-
peans who might wish to visit your country. I could

say much more to you on many. subjects, but my letter
is long enough.”
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14 St. George Square,
Primrose Hill, London.

August 7, 1871,
DEAR MADAM,

I feel very much obliged for your kindly sending
ane the letter of Babu Rajnarain, and having read it
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with great interest I beg to return it to you with my
best thanks, :

I quite agree with the Babu’s views of the best, if
not the only, means of effecting a sound reform of
Hinauism. The Hindus must be shown that the preseut
forms of their religion bhave nothing in common with
the Vedic teaching, on which they ~assume them to be
fou'nded; but that they are the work of late ages,
of ignorance and an interested priesthood. But to
understand this, the Hindus must go back to’ their
ancient Sanskrit  literature of which they have all
reason to be proud, they must remove ignorance by
dint of hard study. As a long time, however, would be
required in working out such a result, I believe that
much might be gained by the establishing of religious
councils composed. of good and learned Hindus in
whom the people had confidence and whose exposition
of the old doctrine would have weight with them. In
former times . single individuals like Sankaracharya,
effected such reforms by the same means ;" but as India
has at present no man of this stamp, the combined
action of several learned men should supply their
place.

Mere general talking, preaching and moralising,
without positive knowledge would have no effect;
for, if ignorant or interested priests persuaded the
masses that such preaching is not in the spirit of the
old religion, they would believe them, and abide by
their superstitions.
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I'am extremely glad also to find Babu Rajnarain
regrets all kinds of foreign proselytism ; for 1 have
never doubted that even its best and sincerest intentions
must remain useless, while too often only they have
proved positively mischievous.

1 beg to remain,
Dear Madam,
Your obedient  Servant,
: (8d) Th. Goldstucker:
Miss Elizabeth Sharpe.

A AT (ST AATS! T AT AT (T (N T
stzig fedd 7@ Sizte @fe ahl Ty el aAfsfa@
forn cregl cofe 2—

(1)

How wonderful is life, how strange and new !

Things are, 1 know, I never thought could be,

I kuow that far across the southern sea,

Are hearts that beat in kindness to me:

How wonderful is life, how strange but true.

(2)

What though men speak their thoughts
' with different tongue,
What though they move far different

~scenes among,
The language of the heart is still the same,
All spirits understand love’s secred name,
Blest be the land from whence to mine it come,
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How-can I ever thank my stranger friend ?
His life and mine must lie in different ways,
'But he has sunshine brought within my days,
By knowing how his thought with mine to blend,
And shown the common goal to which we tend.
(4)

What can 1 do, dear. Father, but stoop low,

In true and loving gratitude to Thee,

Thou hast made possible these things should be,

“Tis Thou that leadest all where we should go,

They hand it is from whence these blessing flow.

Miss Sharpeqy 7t AT 7@ @4l @1 201 Sf7
itz 43 otzl 3% 229 a9 fare IRIR vk HiR
fof wtaiew @ #@ (arew sizl few 5w 28 1—

‘ 1 Highbury Terrace,
London, '
18th July,1872.
MY DEAR SIR,

I'have two letters for which to thank you, dated
16th April and 18th May; both of them were very
interesting to me, and I thank you much for your
kind “expressions towards me, 1 have also received
safely your beautiful present of the silver butterfly
I think I must thank both you and your wife for
sending it. It has been much admired by all my
friends as well as by me especially. 1 shall always
value it very much as a specimen of beautiful Indian
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workmanship, as rare and precious coming from so
distant a country, but more than all because it will
speak to me of the kind feelings of distant and un-
" seen friends. 1 shall like very much to wear it in-
my hair. My sister Letitia is writing to your wife
to send thanks also for her ptesent. 1 am very glad
to hear that you received = Mr. Martineau’s book#
safely, and that you are pleased with it. Since I
received your letters and presents, a packet of your
pamphlets arrived by the last mail, and I have des-
patched some, and will soon send all to their several
destinations.

I should have written to you before this, but I
have been extremely engaged, and all my time and
thoughts have been occupied in deciding a matter
which will influence and - indeed change all my
furture life. Perhaps may have heard about this
from some of my Calcutta friends. It is this, 1 am
going to be married. This will change my life
completely from what I thought it might have been.
I shall never come to India now, which I thought
I might possibly have been able to do, indeed I shall
be able to do very little for your country, though I
shall always care very much for her welfare, for I
shall be so much occupied in my own home, and
shall feel it my first duty, to spend all my best energies
there. An English lady at the head of a household,
has seldom much time or thought for objects beyond

* Martineaw’s Endeavours after the Christian Life.
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her home. ] have hitherto had an unusual  amount
“of -leisure-time, living in a quiet ~home, well-
ordered by my good mother, and sharing with my
sisters ‘the small ~domestic duties. Ir my new
home I shall "be ' more than usually occupied..
Mr. Henry Cobb, to whom I ‘am now to be
matried in a few weeks, is-a- London lawyer. He has.
been married before, and has four little children, to
" whom 1 am to supply the place of the mother they:
‘have lost so early, I am: very -happy in the thought
of my new and life-long duties. Itis, of course, im-.
possible to leave any old course of life and enter a
new one without some regrets, but [ believe I am do-
ing what is right, and as God would have me do. I
“cannot but regret that I shall be much cut off from:
my Indian friends, I shall have little leisure for writing
or anything, but T shall always think with pleasure
of the “kindness yox have shown to me, and shalb
value your letters, and the many interesting quotations.
from the oriental mines of treasure, I so much admire- -
ybu have sent me. [.am sorry [ cannot answer your%""
letters fully and properly. - Will you tell your wife
with my love I received and was much pleased to read
" her printed poem » One of my Indian friends, Babu
Srinath Dutt translated it for me.c 1 also was much
pleased to receive her letter. If you still like to make
us of use for your publications in London, I will do
what T can, if I am very busy, one of my sisters will
help me. Will you thank your son very much with.

R
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-my kind regards for copying for me the extracts from
Sadi ? I must not now write more, but remain always
-with feelings of respect and regard.
Yours in theistic fellowship.
(Sd) ELIZABETH SHARPE.

TEhiate (49 siteR efefaf axa mesl o (oAl witatae

o e eifefaft facy el | $eica w @ otag e
Calcutta,~May, 1872
My DEAR MISS SHARPE,

After the despatch of —my letter, dated the
16th ultimo  and the parcel . containing my wife’s
gifts to yourself and AHAR, * | received your
very kind and valuable present of a copy of Mr.
Martineauw’s “Endeavours after the Christian Life.”
‘1 have rot yet read the whole of the book but I am
-extremely pleased with what I have read. 1 have been
literally charmed with certain® passages replete with
the most beautiful poetry and the strongest logic fused
together. Itisindeed a very precious gift. "I have
mot seen you personally. It seems to me as if an
‘qnvisible hand is sending these precious gifts to me
_+and that hand becomes at times dearer than those
‘that are visible and near. Distance is of no reckoning:
in the case, “There were giants in those days’—the
:Taylors, the Barrows, the Hookers, the Miltons, the
:Leightons, the Latimers, the = Cudworths and the
Baxters. Mr. Martineau evidently belongs to this
‘race and not the present, but surpasses even that

& A Letitia ATF I {71y
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race in clearer perception of truth and the deeper
feeling of love. ‘A thousand pity it is that he did not
publish his-magnificient sermons on the foundation of
religious knowledge ! If my feeble voice can add any
weight to those of the respected 600 who signed. the
petition-you speak of in your letter, I would certainly
add mine, * The more [ am learning of the causes of
the schism T in the Samaj of India mentioned in my
last, the more I am coming to the conclusion that the
Great Man Theory, as propounded in Keshub Babu’s
lecture, has much to do with it. The seceders highly
disapprove of that Theory. The diagrams in my last
must have provoked a smile. i I must admit that I
had thought as well as entertainment in view.

The other day a thought occured to me that we are

* 5fs (svvs) @ TFA “AAT* “Study of Religion” A &F(fHe
gZ7e | ’

+ catefRitan [ F0aF 37 P0d |

1 =itf @ ofw faew wicafes fage w9t emtd 3% @ Fyw <oy
foare Aty fFa3ia A3 e fog TR ¢ Faew @ s
E (sl s @ qE=w 1fors AT |

Angle A—Intuition of God. A I—
Knowledge of God. A H—Love of God.
Area of the triangle going on increasing
represents Divine Joy.

The different bases represent peace.
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in the house of our Father both in this life and the
next but that this life is the first floor, and the first
stage of existence in the next, the second floor of the
house and so on. -~ We can see Him if we but turn. our
eyes towards Him just as a child can see its earthly
father in its home by . turning  its ‘eyes towards him,
but there is the difference  between the physical sight
and the spiritual  that a child is born with the former
in a_perfect, condition ‘while the- latter is susceptible
of improvement both-in this - lifs and the next. This
is His will-—we cannot help. ,

I have given you extracts from Hafiz, 1 am sorry
poor Sadi has been neglected. " I 'send you herewith
some passages from ~-his wotrks.  They -have -been
copied out for me by my eldest boy, Jogindra Nath
Basu, [ have nearly exhausted my -stock of Persian
poetry. As the stock is small I could not comply
with your request of publishing a volume of - selections
from Persian poetry. If [ canlearn more of the lan-
guage, 1 shall try, but the nervous debility is a great
drawback. a

Yours affectionately,v _
(Sd) RAJNARAIN BoOSE.
EXTRACTS FROM SADI,
(1)
The rain of His mercy extends to every place.
(2)

When every act ~of -inspiration and respiration

shows His mercy, who 1is there that can ever release
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himself from the obligation of constantly praising
Him?
, (3)
Man, His servant, committeth sin ; He is ashamed.
(4) ‘

Cloud, wind, moon, sun and sky are constantly
engaged so that you may bring a bread into your
hand. All are employed for thee ; it is not just that .
thou shouldst not labour.

o (5)

O thou bird of the mornings ! Ask what is love .
from the moth. It burns itself to death but not a
groan issues from its lips. These pretenders to the
love of God have not received His news in His search.
Of him to whom His news has come, news are not
received. [That is, he sacrifices his life for His love.]

©)

O Thou beyond conception, imagination, inference
and comprehension ! The festal assembly of life is
drawing to a close, but still [ am at the bdeginning of
Thy praise,

‘ (7)

Sadi. being asked whether the world is real ora
delusion, replied : ““I asked the glow-worm why dost
thou not shine in the day > 1t replied : “Because of the
superior lustre of the sun,*” This means that the world

» The nightingale, the lover of the rose. This birdis a mere »
babbler of love compared with the moth.
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appears real as long as God does not appear to the
soul. - When He does so, the world’s petty light is lost
in His.

This was a favourite passage of Rajah Rammohan
Roy. ' '
(8

He, who has not made thee rich, knows thy happiness
better than thyself.

©)

I am vexed with the company-of - friends. - They see
my defects as merits, they see my thorn as roses and
jessamine.. I long for the quick-eyed sharp enemy who
can point out my defects 1o myself.

(10)

Eating is for the purpose of living and glorifying
God but thou thinkest that liging is for the purpose of
eating. ,

(1)

It is better to lick the wall than dip the fingers in
the pilan of a rich man.

Miss Sharpea3 Ittel wiaty Foeifed farda = Stafa
*1a 23t focd e wtre e B v 289 1—
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An Appeal ,

: To The Brahmos of India.
Dear Brethern,

Ltook up my peri once when you were going tog
plunge yourselves into the errors of Avatarism. I now
take it up again on the present momentous occasion
when the merits of the Brahmo Marriage Bill are
undergoing public discussion, The Bill in question,
imposes a new form of marriage in the presence of
the Registrar which bears on its face an implication
that - that form  is indispensably necessary for the:
validity of Brahmo marriages whether they had been
previously solemnized according to Brahmic rites or
pot. Itis therefore plain that the Bill considers the
solemnization. of . Brahmo marriages according to

 Brahmic rites a non-essential point. What! are
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Brahmic nuptial rites nothing, and the form of
marriage imposed by the Legislature everything?
1s not this a plain insult to our religion? I do not
condemn the Legislature for this but those who applied
for the Jaw. What could the Legislature do when
they were implored to make such law ? How could the
applicants for the law, being religions men, act in this
way I am at a loss to conceive. Had the bill ordained
the simple registration of marriages previously solem-
nized according to Brahmic rites only, it would have
been a different thing, but when the Legislature is
g.oing to impose a civil form of marriage contrary - to
the spirit of the Brahmic lorm, how can you, I ask,
being true Brahmos, submit to the same? You must
have lost every sense of respect towards our holy reli-
gion, if you can do so. You dceive yourselves with
the thought that the civil form is a mere super-
addition to the religious. How can this be, when the
religious rites are non-eesential, and the civil form the
essential thing in the matter ? Moreover, how can a
Brahmo say before the Registrar that he zakesa
woman as his wedded wife, when he #as . already done
so ( or will do so) * in the solemn presence of God and
the ministers of religion? Will not this be a plain
lie ?
* * * * *, *
~ There is another point to be taken into considera-
tion in connection with the Bill and that the most

# (“Will do so” ) these words were not-in the original,
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“important one. For the first time in the history
“of India, the Government is going to interfere with
the religion of a class of Her Majesty’s Indian sub-
jects, by rendering a civil ceremony essential for
the validity of a religious one. Who is to be blamed
for this? Not Government, but we ourselves who
are going to surrender our religious rights into its
hands of our own = accord. The former Mahomedan
Government as well as the present ‘English -Govern-
ment have all along allowed Mahomedans or Hindoos
differing from " the orthodox faith to determine their
own : rites, manners and customs, and never questioned
‘the legal validity  of those rites and customs. The
Sikhs, the Nanak-panthees, the Kubeer-panthees, the
Sadhs, the Chaitanya Vaishnavas, the Ferazees, the
newly sprung up Kokas of the Punjab as well as
numerous other bodies of heterodox Hindoos or
Mahomedans have all along enjoyed this privilege,
as a spiritual 'patrimonial right handed down from
generation to generation. Why should we -only,
Brahmos, be deprived of it ¢ Never before this time
did the Government interfere - with this privilege.
In ‘the case of the abolition of the Suttee rite, the
Government did not ‘act contrary to the dictates of
the Shastras -which were plainly proved by the illus-
trious founder of our religion, the Raja Ram Mohan
Roy, as not = sanctioning that rite. In that of the
Widow Marriage Act, the Government simply -enforced
the ordinance of the Rishi Parasara,” In these two
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“cases, Government did not interfere with the religion
of any class of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects, Now
 forthe first time it is going to take away from
us the right which all heterodox Hindoos -and
Mahomedans have all along enjoyed. If Government
take away this privilege from our hands, we shall
be obliged at every step in future to solicit
government-interference in our religious and social
concerns, Just consider the calamitous consequences
that will flow from the same. Better that our sons
be deprived of their patrimonial inheritance than
part with our religious independence. Never before
in the history of India did any such instance occur
of a body of religious men surrendering their religious
rights into the hands of the Goverament of their own
accord in the way we are doing. Ever in its pages
will this stain remain over our memory. How can we
professing a religion higher and nobler than all others
«commit such an ignoble act¢ Have we ‘got less
religious spirit than the followers of other religions?
If so, we should not vaunt any more of our religion
being the highest of all. Many in India suffered
martyrdom before for the sake of religious independ-
ence. Are we Brahmos so base as to part with it
of our own will ? You will graduoally lose all spirit
and energy if you conduct yourselves in this way
from this time, and I assure you that no nation—
no religious denomination in the world—will look
upon you in future with any feeling of respect. Awake,
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therefore, Brahmo brethren of India'! to the danger
of your present position. Arise to assert your reli-

gious independence or leave the Brahmo name at
once. ' ’
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‘In September 1852 the walls of Calcutta were
placarded with an advertisement of a lecture to be
given by the minister of the elder body of the
Brahmists (termed the °‘Adi Samaj’—Adi Church) on
the superiority of Hinduism to all other religions.
Reference has been made in an earlier chapter to one
essential and vital difference between the two Brahmist
Churches both professing to follow the great first
Brahmist, Rajah Ram Mohun Roy. The younger -
body, the body of Keshub Chandra Sen, may be said
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to be very nearly akin to the Unitarian Christianity.
_fI'he elder believe that Hinduism, although overgrown
with excrescences, has for its germ and origin the
- worship and unity of the One True God and thata
return to the teaching of the Vedas, would be a return
to a pure though a poetical deism. I had at this time
been in India about two years and had sent home what

1 must term strictly and rigorously accurate, though
not unquestioned, pictures of what may be seen at the

festivals of Durgah and Jagannath and I had also in
" those two years formed an impression that Englishmen
do not rightly comprehend the faiths, or the men
influenced by the faiths of India. The advertisement,
however, was a startling one, Did the minister of the
Adi Samaj (a scholar and a gentleman 1 afterwards
found) actually mean to assert in the face of the
missionaries and educated English of Calcutta, that
Hinduism is superior to Christianity ? I found he did ;
- and before the controversy which this lecture caused
had ended, I had come to the conclausion that the
Hindus, may, in God’s good providence, and without
an absolute adherence to Christian channels of faith
aud form, find their way backward to the kéy of all
truth, the oneness of the most High God. T did not
“think, and do not now think, of defending Hinduism.
I did, and do, desire to show somewhat of the character
of many Hindu scholars and thinkers who still claim
to be actuated and guided by Hinduism.

Since that time I have endeavoured in different
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ways to draw attention to the literature of these two.
Brahmist bodies—a literature so marvellously devo--
tional and so imbued with a spirit of love to God and
man, that one might seek far for a parallel to it, save
in the most devotional works of the old Catholic
divines. I find such passages as these ; “Is not pro-
gress to be perceived in the sacred  writings of
the Christians also ? Was it not a great transition
from the Elohim of Moses to the God of the New
Testament ? A change passes over the Jewish religion
from fear to love, from power to wisdom, from the
justice of God to the mercy of God, from the nation
to the individual, from this world to another, from
the visitation of the sins of the father upon the
children to every soul shall bear its own iniquity ;
from the fire, the earthquakes and the storms to the
‘still small voice’......Let us be pure and holy in our
lives. Let us make sacrifices for our religion. Lord
God, our Father, our Saviour, our Redeemer | to Thee
we look vp for succour, for we are weak. Always
grant the light of Thy countenance, for that light
alote is our only consolation amid the darkness and
danger of our situation. Forsake us not, but infuse
patience, firmness and fortitude into our souls, so that
we may stand as witnesses of thy glory to generations
to come.”” ( 3%l &g “Defence of Brahmoism and the
Brahmo Samaj”® 33(s @@@‘) b

In‘the same spirit, a writer of the same body claims
for Brahmoism the words of Abou Ben Adhem’s dream
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—“ Write me as one who loves his fellow-men.”> This
literature is ever growing and its spirit pertains to both
the Brahmo bodies. Each has its pamphlets, its
newspaper, its. societies for moral and social, as well as.
religious progress.  Both alike disown Christianity,
save as one of the good systems of‘religion which ¢ the
education of the world”” has produced from age to age..

The Minister of the Adi Samaj undertook to prove,
in""the face ‘of the younger Brahmo body as well as of;
Christian Missionaries :

“That Hinduism is superior to all other religions,
because it owes the name to no man; because it
acknowledges no mediator between God and man ;
because the Hindu worships God as the soul of the
soul and can worship in every act of life—in business,
in pleasure and in social intercourse; because while
other scriptures inculcate worship for the rewards,
it may bring or the punishrhen§ it may avert, the
Hindu is taught to worship God and practise vittue
for the love of God and of virtue alone; because,
being unsectarian and believing in the good of all
religions, Hinduism is non-proselytising and tolerant,
as it also is devotional to an entire abstraction of
the mind from time and sense, and possesses an
antiquity which carries it back to the fountain-head
of all thought.”

These are some of the points which the lecturer
endeavoured to illustrate from history, and by well-
put references to existing facts.
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His position was disputed by a genial and ac.
<omplished missionary, the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell,
and several members of the younger Brahmo body.
Dr. Mitchell claimed to include the Tantras among
the sacred  books ‘of the Hindoos, and adduced from
them immoral passages, which the minister of the
Adi Samaj, Babu Rajnarain Bose, promptly disowned.
“I am not,” he said, ““a Tantrist, and therefore decline
to enter into a discussion on the merits and de-
merits of any of the Tantras, The position which I
took up in my lecture on the superiority of Hindooism
was this, that even the lowest Shastras, the Tantras,
not to mention the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Smritis,
and the Puranas, contain monotheistic sentiments of
the most exalted description.”” The younger Brahmo
body maintained that the church represented by DBabu
Rajnarain Bose had drifted from the teachings of
Rajah Ram Mchun Roy, and of his ‘successor, Deben-
dra Nath Tagore, neither of whom confined his search
for truth to any one system, and the latter of whom
claimed all great and good men as teachers, all ‘nature
as revelation’” and ‘pure reason as minister” Baboo
Jotendra Nath Tagore (a notable Calcutta Zemindar,
kinsman and successor of Raja Ram Mohun Roy’s
disciple, Dwarkanath Tagore) maintained that Hindu-
ism is an illimitable fount of truth, and in confirmation
of this view produced many beautiful passages from

the Shastras,
This controversy produced little eflect in India, so



. far as thaking known the tenets of the two Brahmist =
Churches was concerned ; but it was valuable to me, l
and it may be so to the reader in two ways. First, it
shows that while the Church of Baboo Keshub Chunder
Sen is drifting further from Hindooism, the older body
is coming nearer to Hindooism, while, at the samc
time, endeavouring to raise it from idolatry to a
philosophy and a 'monotheistic faith, Secondly, that
the younger body - in ‘drifting from Hindooism is not
drifting any the nearer to Christianity. The forms.
of worship of both Churches are thoronghly, and at
festive times markedly Hindoo in the "apparent
irtensity of the devotion, and in the appeals to the
senses by music and flowers. - An ‘Inquirer from the
outside’ during this ‘controversy having asked some
questions indicating his view of the greater simplicity,
solemnity, devotion, charity, and purity of the Gospel
of Christ, the Nazional (Adi Somaj) Paper replied with
some fine instances of Hindoo charity, of honour
paid to parents, and much besides ; facts which may
be freely admitted, while, at the samie time, a glimpse
into these ancient writings, as into the Koran, is.
sufficient to show what a marked contrast they present
to the New Testament. [ cannot see whither the-
spririt of inquiry now abroad in India is tending, but
I venture to ask the reader to view it in a generous
and kindly spirit,”
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