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Preface and Acknowledgement 

Entrepreneurship and Business is regarded as an important medium of socio-economic 

development in all parts of Darjeeling district. Importantly, those areas where employment 

opportunities are less and business enterprises are extending immediate scope for income 

generation and future expansion for women. The present thesis is an analysis of the 

businesswomen and women entrepreneurs of Darjeeling District in west Bengal. A variety of 

initiatives have been traced in the present study, particularly those focused on the entrepreneurial 

opportunities and background variables for their emergence. Attempts have been made to 

examine the changes occurred in their status and society due to their business and entrepreneurial 

participation. The study begins with a brief description of different perspectives on women’s 

independent economic activities particularly those of business and entrepreneurship. Effects and 

related aspects of entrepreneurship on empowerment and emancipation of women have also been 

discussed. These have helped in further analysis of several sampling cases, comparison of 

different types of entrepreneurial ventures, descriptions of entrepreneurial qualities, problems 

and prospects. This study also discussed about implications of women entrepreneurship for the 

society to mobilize ideas, resources and social arrangements required for sustainable social 

transformation. Simultaneously, different government and non-government support programmes 

for encouraging businesswomen and women entrepreneurs in Darjeeling District have also been 

discussed. The very existence of gender disparity and inequality in the sphere of business world 

and entrepreneurship is not identified by most of the existing research works.So far there is no 

existing study on women entrepreneurs in Darjeeling District. In my present study the main 

objective is to highlight those areas related to women entrepreneurship which were not discussed 

in detail earlier.  

Completion of this doctoral dissertation became possible with the support of several 
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suggestions helped me in all the time of research and writing of this thesis. Her guidance and 

advice helped me indeed in enriching my knowledge. I consider it as a great opportunity to do 

my doctoral thesis under her guidance and to learn from her research expertise. Over the years I 
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have had the priviledge of being taught by Professor Ranjit Kumar Bhadra, Professor Rajat 

Subhro Mukhopadhyay, Professor Sanjay Roy, Professor Saswati Biswas, and Dr. Swatasidha 

Sarkar. Their knowledge imparted in the classroom helped me in developing many ideas 

necessary for writing the thesis.  

 The thesis would not have come to a successful completion, without the help I received 

from the various government departments. I would like to thank the staff of District Industries 

Centre, Sub-divisional offices, Byabasayee Samitis for their assistance in connection with 

collection of official data.  

No research is possible without the Library, the centre of learning resources. I take this 

time to express my gratitude to all the library staff for their services. Joint Librarian Sri. 

Brindaban Karmakar, Assistant Librarian Sri. Shubhrangshu Kumar Mistri  and other staff of the 

Central Library have been very helpful. Staff of Inflibnet Centre, have been very informative 

regarding the e-resources. I acknowledge Mr. Manash Esh, Research Scientist of Information 

Cell for his informative assistance. I also appreciate binding work and finishing touch on the 

dissertation by Ghosh Printers of Shivmandir.  

I owe a lot to my parents, who encouraged and helped me at every stage of my personal 

and academic life, and longed to see this achievement come true. I am very much indebted to my 

brother, sister-in-law and my in-laws for their endless encouragement. I owe my heartiest thanks 

to my husband Sajal Bhowal and daughter Usashi Bhowal who supported me in every possible 

way to see the completion of this work and being my inspiration throughout. Above all, I owe it 

all to Almighty God for granting me the wisdom, health and strength to undertake this research 

work and enabling me to its completion. 

 

 

 


