PREFATORY NOTE

This work took unusually longer time to be completed as
T remain outsice the magic circle of the academics. Yet, as good
luck would have it, the project is over, and the dissertation is

now submitted for evaluation.

In course of drafting the daissertation I have been
sustained emotionally and otherwise by various persons and
friends, I owe a great deal to them, and do hereby grat-ifully

écknowlecge my indebtedness to them,

I have been -admiring R.M. Hare as a moral philosopher
ever since my Post-Graduate days., But my admiration has always
beaen of a sort of critical estimation of the important work that

‘Hare has done in ithics.

I decided to take up a couple of problems that emerge
f;om Hare's position as a moral philosobher. I have taken, for
example, his position in reletion to Naturalism, his thesis and
version of universalizability, his views about thevlevels of
moral thinking, eﬁc. I do gbifbfépqse to give a detailled écéounﬁ
of Hare's moral philosophy, but I have tried to outline his
developmeht as a moral thinker through three of his basic works,

The Language of Morals, Freedom and Redson, and Moral Thinking.

I must coniess that I learnt a lot from Hare's ceritics, but all
the while I have endeavour:d to he fare and honest to be best of

my humble capabilities. As an outcome of my study of Hare's moral



(1)

philosophy I develOped a certain ihclination toWaxds viewing
the issue between facts and values, and it is with this idea
that I. _have devoted mvself to look at the matter from my own

point of view.

Phillipa Foot has been one of the early critics of Hare.
and appropriately I suppose, I have one Section on examining her
icdeas about Hare ] position. Hare's greatest contribution, at
least so it seems to me, has been to have given a new slant
-'to the problem of universalizability. I have discussed the issue"
in two chapters.,One deaiing with Kaut?s,notion of universaliza.
bility and the other dealing with Mackie's attack on theiﬁheeie.‘

There abounds many other probleme in Hare's writinqs, but those

mentioned above have bean. enough for being my uups of tea.>
_ @

I should like to put on rocord my g:aLeiulness to my
Supervisor for his klndnesa and oourteey. Lt in but for him

‘that I could complete the projeot while 1iv1ng and workihg in

a nonmacaCemic domain,.

I owe much to my wiﬂe. Rama, and my uon, Tunkai, fox
bearing With my ‘moods approvindly. My parehts would be happinr

if 1 succeed in my venture, and that should be for me a matter

of ‘great satisfaction.



'(III)_

I have been luckier to have genial association and

encouragément of Dr Ladli Roy and his wife, Mrs Rama ROY. And

Miss Gouri Sen has been of immanse help and. saved many a trouble

by her timely advice. Ever since I embarked on the project
- Dr ‘Ratnabali Roy has peen keenly interested in my work, I owe

" her much by way of friendship and warmth of goodwill.

The members of the academio staff have been cooperative.

I thank them all sindmrely.

(‘Gitangsu Kar)




