
INTRODUCTION 



·::(D. our eYe.J:ll'<lall enpJ.r~al argt.IIl~s: o~ in the 

contmversies ·about se1entJ.fi.c .tesues some ttls~ed 

sentenc:CJ$ or ex,pxeesions -may be c:laJmea ~ ts:ue or false. 

Xn contrast. some <lisputecil sentel\Ces .-. eentences 1n 

philos()pb~al e~ent. in psxticula.s:; axe often ol.atmed 

as ne1th$r tXiU.e .nor falee, -but meeniu;lesa. i'o.r exanpl-. 

•saturaay 1a in beef'-. •Goct exists••. •j;IJ.nu ana body exist.&" 

end -so on., ~he concem wJ.tb JneWriQlessneas as e ph.Uoso• 

pbical -l;h~Mmenon was st.imuletea by i:he J;og;!.cal posi.tivisq 

vet:J.fiab!i.ity crited.on of meaningfulness- and the consequent 

rejection of all metaphysical claims as -eognitivel¥ meaning• 

~ess. Ry~e .}n -$1i!JC!!I'Slns ;tbe p£j.f&.ibal goc:t&ie• also l.JHil 

tnJ.s coQCept:• Logk.t.ans also make a &stinet!on betweeQ 

meaning£\d.ness and meeninglessn~s. 'l'hey ~viae -all ~e 

]X)$&Jibie ~binat.ions o£ the bas~ mater!~ into two majoJ: 

e.lesses (i) meaningful o: paxmitted expressions called 

·•well•ib.anod fo.tmulaa or in shod: 11wff* such as •·p:> (q ~ -p)• 

and (J.tl meamngloos or 1UegitJ.mate c:oml;)inations web qs 

"P =: VPV"·.- ThellS i.s also a corresponding QJ..stinction in 

o~:ainru:y l.mgu~e between sentenc:ea constmcted acco~aing 

to tlla t:Ules and conventions of language s~h as •wbc water· 

J.s bo.Utng" (meaningful) antl the ranebm combination of 

· t>JOr(ls like .. J.s over very ceta between• t<lhicl'l is -meaningless. 

Ranc.bm md at:bitraey c:c:tmbination o£ woraa i;s not the only 
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ezp';oession alf10 gene~atea f'~ some l.mgu!&tic J.l:tustc~ 

'1'bo· l~u,~t~e UJ.us.ton comes g:ene•I41Y i.&\"mt the c~stJ.vJ.ty 

a£ 'ltllSU-a9~• Judgement aboUt meento.gftllness ana :me-.ing~ 
- ·. 

lossneoo _ sometimes depend Qn poma tbeo.~¥ Sbout linguiStic 
' -. ,, -

ana non~iln9utet1c tmtbs~· Fo~: exapl~ -a=co~g to F.~:ege 

aut Rues~l- the santenee •scott ex!~stS" .ls senseless· o.l: .-
' . 

mean.in91eao beQause -ac;co£'dtn9 to than ex.tatenca· .ls a ~:ealcate 
. . . . 

-Oi a ~ncopt OJ: oe e c:J.asa, _if .tt .ts spp4~eg to an iftOiV.i.Wal.' 
.. . . . 

ma~g).Q:Ss· msp~eas.tons would result., QlW'l~ howeve~ 

~a.~tf.tes a: s~az: wetfl1":'tJ.~ eenten<;e. t:11th a .anetytiQal 

t%XU'tb·· Hmee th~ slngular ed.stent.tal sentence like •acot.t 

~ists• ~G a perfoctly meaDingful. Sentence '=c. Cuineil -F .tom 
. '' .. 

tbis it appears that $119 sppcmt p:f meav!nsJessnesp at 
me·aniQ9ful!@SS may be a th,ory gri§nted SOtf:IPt•. Sut is :it 

. ' 

not something stJ:ange that a sentence•s ooin.g memJ.ngful. o~ 
. -

moanJng~ess· does .not. Ciepend on the natu~e o~ language. but 
I " • ' . . , \ 

on 'tl1G tb®.r."Y d:lou:t J.og~ _ wod.t\ human mint! etc 7 .Whether 
., 

.. ' . . . -

-ellis vi®- that; mean.tng:fulne$ oza mesnJ.ngl.essness of .an 

c.xp~slQn cQepeD.S$ cn.put;.U:ul.er theo~ ab:>ut iog.tc.: world 
' -

' -

most fundanm.tal topic of the thesis•· l?oJ: ,mswe# to these 
' . . . 

qaest~ns wlll ~.z:mine the ve~ s.t.gnJ.iic:i:.D:e of the 

Q1Sttncuon between meerdn9iul ana ge£1ling~$Ss expr~saioll. 
. . 

Wbis !$suo t1.Ul be &scussea in Chapter ~. 



Whe ma.jo.J: areas wbeJ:e the pxolllSl\ of mear1!ng];.essneaa 

· :0# nons~se is most apparent is ,Philosophy ana 'poetJ:Y. ·one ma:r 

!-JOnde~ ~\Y is .t.t that. in pbnosophy $1tl ifl pooq pat:t.iCulcu: 

th~u:e ls a p:oblem .Q~ m~~glessness wnUe J.n scS.ence *he · 

p.,blan 4$. J!elet.ively nnknolm. Zt [llay be said that sci-.tL~ 

languag$ ·~· ste~typ~ and ·techD1ce1~ $c.S.entiste Q.J:e ma!Dl.y 

int~~ctl to atncover faC;ts and they t;y to C!esc~· th~ 

·~acts .in mst predsf) and <:lea.: way. ~hey requi.J:e min!mal. 

a.~t:lguist!c apparatus~ describe thei~ xesulte or hypothesi •• 

lt .is · not· their busin8$a to say aomethil\9 .in a- be'ttet> We)r or · 

j.p. a new.· t·JSf• lt :te the busines~ of'· the pbllosophe•· and of 

tb$ :r:.cots: to. $0!' sometl'lJng mt Qn3,y in a cl®r W$Y tut in 

most · Gl.on®t. ·cna comprenen:d.ve way-..· He.re tbere is a pzoblan 

alxlut cr:m:t<?nt end style and the mmner 9f GS'J~ is .. int~insic 

to :what .ts'· a.a.ta. .Ano the pm.blem o:f meal\ingle$lness comes in 

those fiei&.l ~e the manner o~: w~ o~ .saying:' is most 

.!mportalltw. 1'b!S point w.tll be ~ss~ U1 Chapter .t~. 

J:;OOking into tbe natuw cr.tted.on of Gistinguishing 

ltteaniD~ess,. e.Jtpressions fran the mc:aningful ona$ can th~ 

some light '~n the natu.te of the &stinct:l.Qn betw~en msanin~­

fulfteas ma meen.fngi.essneaa.. X£ we csn fine any natuJ:~ 

eritex-ion of ¢11st1ngu1sbing meaniag1ess sen~es :f~ the 

meanJngftll ones then the cc~ept o:f meaa~:fUl.ness ma. 
meen~giesaness wotll.4 not be me.t.ely the· tha)J:Jr or.ientetl 



' 
concepts• £:,~my .atteapts have be$11 made to giv~ a gene~el 

aflequste- ~l:i.tel:ion of 00-tezmining whether· -tl sentence .is 

mea."-'Ungfal o'!i not.. ~his will be· &~·-· j,n Cha.pt~ J:ti. 

· uibatever may be the cauae 9£ _gmerat.ion c£ 

me~,~i.pso 3ent~es the ·df.stinetion bet:\:1~ meaningful 

~t)d o·e~~4t$s h<il$ :found :Lte- way #A language. Whetllel: 

_the concept o~ i:i\GS!ingles$ftess h~ -~- its uay legi'ti.rnote).y 

i~ l~oge depene!a upon Whether tbis co~ ts w..hermt _m 
the veq ne;ure of language. So i.i: .is: noc:esaar.{ to look intO 

the genete.\ nature of langue;&. ~e Gtxmt .its essentJ.al 

cha~acte.d,~t!~a. Unles_s tw ~:nqu~t"<! whoth$.1: J.anguago bas 

P.orne e:?sent_ial £eet:u~s end poi."lt ou~ theq,, .if eny., :tYe .cannot 

tieeioe mather' the juilganent ebout mean.tn9J,esaneas is 

GKtemeily ··inf!u.enced or is theory oriented.-. Zt ~s :to me 

thet tbc_p~blem of: memtngMneos md ·mom~gl0$$!1eS$ ao 

tar potntea out to s great exi:ent. has sometbir19 to Cb with , 

tbe eomposi.ttonal natw:o of language., J: :$hall deal td.th thta. 

~int in ¢n~e~ »~• 

-6c:ngu_age ·is e sy~an consisting· .of &ffe~ 

.twry~iot!G ·:!atego;d.ep ·such as nsnos~ p~cd!cstoq connect3.ves 

otc~ on_d thei!.' ~~-en to, tlaell Qtllo;-.. ~he ul.'eimat.o mottlO 

@f the ·comP'!'s!tio.nel se;1anttcs !.~ to rep~ent. a vitr.ti ~ut 

the best w.ey to aeseribe· the £-unQt:ioning o£ indiviw- 'WOX&a. 
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,Given tile pmper :funetion.lftg of these individtlel wo~as and 

theit> ri.gl"t"t ccmb.inatiov., ~entences eomo to have the r.~oanirig: 

t.bat'wo·~tn. · Bg fj.ncl#(Dg $!}a.fWbt.._SQ$jiR'S;ioD 9:i: wh§lf 

&·jrgns · iQ tfio dlfi§i&t :fCiltaiiilieJi. d9 sW &1w W;muJtatigQ · gf-

.tllllE &9Jl£ SSQbiQot£9D ia~a. 4ml:ip;t;p'S 'Cf'G&i IR' j,t ml)s.!a 

Sf\fl &J'!f'il:iD$1- 'PfiZuJ.ble. liOW mean.it.l9 is i»SSibl.. h&a tZ1n 

jmpo.rt.ant· ~9 Qll. bOw .meaningles~ ~·~sions ua 
geauatea. Wbis w.tU· te diseussed 1D ·cnpe~: v~ 

t'Iom what: an SX!?:'~ion means ena what a pc...."'"SPn has 

sa!<J b![ ~.J.sing GP~sions. is· mostly a. ooc~ly :F.ixad m;tt:.te:t •. 

··~Q· ima.;:Jino a language means9 $CO:Cding to L"l.ittgenstein "to 

1m agine a folCra of. l1.fet' • 1 t-leaning .. of a sentence mo .stly -

ii~p~Cls: :on .spcc.ifie cultu:te. snd is subject ·to d!£feJ:ent 

l.~~~~} principles., eonventions pm:£:1aily un!qua to ,i.t snd 

p~z:-~!Qllu is a :~flection of gen2ral p~pe~.ies of mind. tlhat: 

e"'l B).."91:CCS,ion means oft.an Cb.ea not ~co~d tt-:cit.t'l .a speel:er•s 

o1m ·undarstanain9. · tfe have &lao a Qj.ffarent ·pictu~. Recera.t 
I 

dGVal.Opnont a:l,ong this line begins w..itb an Slalysi$ ot: 

''speaket_•s meau~g' :advanced by H.~ •. GX".i<;o. H£8 theory mai be 

C!ell.ea e~icaticn•itttenl:ion. tbe)l:Jf of m~ing. Grice EJB:Ya 

-that we 'Use the t10J:d •meening• to label \\hat a epee~ter i.ntenoa 
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O'# irs t~.i.QJ to .cb td.th b.1B woras. Bxpressic>ml belng 

m~Eil.lngi'ul l:.:s pX'imari1y a uustter oi mtfln.~~ G.cic~• s 

Q#cQubt. c$ be .iQte:p.reted 'tO· ira!pl~ :tba~ l!lQ~l~es 

o# e sent~~ dep"rlds tully Qti the bearet .b$;:auae the 

®eskeJ: neVer proihc;e • meeoblgless .$ent.ence Cle).iJJerately 

ot !ntent.!o:nally~ ~his issue tdU. be di~ed 1n 

Cb:aptu Vl.o 

.% htNe mentioned that lunelll$guage .is hJ.gt4y 

eoapO.sit!~n~ £n nature. ~IMP . spm~Q~tJ.t~IJ: .. &•uua .gf 

.l10mt9Qe &(6ingg'4hU 'bliDJJ) i§DWIU lm ·Nl&m4. IDommt 
which in ot;he" respects SbQws ·51908 of l.ipJ?acent intelligenr;e. 

Ailotbe~ u«r o£ GJ.st~ish.1.n9 bum«! lan~asa .fmm an!m$1 

3;:$guag~ .1$ that l'(lSU. applies lsogu.age wi:th the .tntent1-0n 

<to; petfo$m tbi$ Q$'. that 1U.Qeut£onaq ~. 1r:11Ue the· DOun48 

·Q-:f 'the $!ms1 .exe· me~y st.imulue•.-pcnwe phenemE!fta.· 

lluide$. thOce, mdmal .never mlsta'ke tn thslr communicQt1oJI •. 

·whey em oniY show some deficiency o: Gl.iP due to their 

unfitness ·of SpeeCb org-.. •tt1stake'• ·•wmng•. • .tnccu:reet·• ., 

*tJ:J:elev-•i •absurd·'• ~•meanmgleas' .QU these concepts 

UE!· ·JnJte:ent .o% ¥lplic.tt in humap. ~angu~. tlhetb~.r ~Gf 

ue ·'deliberate o.r: 4le to confus.tbn. For tunan 1anguage J.a 

·c~eat.tv.o $14 highly a .. EOtlble 1n nature~ And this creat.:Lv.tty 

snc;l .:i;!O$!-bUity is expl.:LcJ.tly PJ:eSei:&t in notu~ l.sntfUage 

gn¢l ·etm~-st -abeent in ·aJ:,t.:Lfkiel or :fbxrool l@guage. l?ma 



tbls J.t aney fo1low that the concept of memmgles$Desa. J.s 

\mol'-0 .z:alevan't .in the cese og nature~. language. tbl!ll that o~. 

t:bo ~t~;tc.tal 02; ~oJ.mat l.a::"'lguag.,,. !rhese iooues tJ.Ul be 

~f'JCUS?otf: 1n· Chapte;: VJ:%. 

~cme pb11osophe.ca like m.v:.:aan.erjee s~ 'that the - . . 

.concept o£_. meanJ.ngiessnesa is not sometb~ new. ~hll 

SQDStpt ee k9 Usils:IR Md:9 g;ther .pQ!15eptg · pucb AI ~t§lsi\Y 

&Iii so sea... ~o the.te is an ~ssue ahcut the re~$b.Uity of 
.. '"'-. . ·:: : 


