Preface and Mk.noirledge:mnts

To grasp the full meaning of the various 1incidents
incorporated in the Austen novels, 1t 13 important to
understand the world of the novelist, In general we can see
that it was & period of such a nature a3 it gave way To &
~ime of unimaginative changes. The changes had their due
Lmpact ¢n the novelist a3 well as evinced in her attitude
towards life and activities ¢of the people of her time. Jane
Austen was eminently fitted to take her place in an age of
transition (late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries). While she helped to keep alive the former
gXcellences, she did nothing tc retard the processes of new
birth. In the midst of & period restless, curious and
impas3sioned, a3he preserved her faith 1in moderation and
discipiine. An insight into her novels reveals the truth
that 1n her 3hort lifetime, Jane Augten =zaw sgsome of the
azsumptionz on the complexities ¢f family life and the
difficulties ¢f personal 1life in the society being
questigned and partly altered by a change of feeling in her
own class. Her attitude towards these changes has nicely

been projected through her works. Therefore, her novels are
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strictly and fundamentally the reflections of these changes
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to which the novelist responded from a radical’s viewpolnt.

The pericd between 1775-1817, the span of Jane Austen’s
life was punctuated by challenges to the traditional
hierarchy of English class society and as a conseguence, to
conventional social roles and responsibilities. In England,
the decisive caugse of this change was not juat the French
Revolution but the more subtle, more gradual dissemination
of the valuez and behaviour sasscociated with Capitalism-
first agrarian capitalism in the mid and late eighteenth
gentury, then in the early nineteenth century industrial
capitallam &3 money made itself felt in investment and

capital return.

Jane Augsten was constantly & critic ¢of the gociety she had
to live 1in and that she was concerned in her novels to
discover how it could be altered for the individual’s
greater 1interest or happiness yet without sgsacrificing the
benefits the individuals received from being a member of a
high culture. We can, however, examine through her'novels
her changing éttitude t¢ the theory of society current in

her youth and her response to the radical social changes
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she lived through. Indeed, her novels are the results of

the a3timulus, which these ideas, widely circulated and

discussed, provided.

When' grown up, Jane Ausaten was fully aware of the
erghteenth century s8ocial attitudes and <conventions. She
8lso experienced the extensive changes in social life that
marked the advent of Regency period and the diatinctive
modes of thinking and life-ztyle that age brought about,
Thease changes were not merely of dress, furniture and
architecture-~ the externals of social life, they were che
result, and the expressionz of changes in the wvery idea of
society and of the individual’s relation to it; changes at
the time were so0 evident and 30 widely discussed that the
novelist could assume a knowledge of them in her readersa.
Again, really speaking, each Austen novel 13 3just a 3atep
forward in an argument or debate that the noveliat hasg
undertaken. In Persuasion ahe 1is found occupying the
opposite position from the one she had started with (in

Sense And Sensibility).

A Cclose examination of her novels from the first onwards

reveals that though Jane Austen there shows a degire to
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find reasons for accepting the‘inherited social form, she
was dissatisfied with it and is,'throﬁgh all her novels, a
consistent critic of the society she lived in. She was
concerned; so to speak, to discover how it could be altered
for the individual’s greater happiness vet without
gacrificing the valuable benefits each received from being
a8 member of a high or aristocratic culture. The Regency
period was an age of optimism and social relaxation \and

this challenge to the eighteenth century values provided

Jane Austen with her theme and subject matter.

In her novels it is also found that Jane Austen wag too
intelligent to endorse unconditionally a8ll departures from
The old psttern of conduct and she had misgivings about the
new forms of Regency man and woman who appear in her
Mansfield Park as Crawford brother and sister and are
played <¢ff against both the older generation and two
examples of the old fashioned vyounger generation {Edmund
Bertram and Fanny Price). It is this delicate and
regponsible work of scrutiny and dramatized discussion that
puts ,Jane Austen into the same class of noveligts as George

Eliot, Dickens and Henry James.



The revolution that came about ‘1n social and culturel
aspects of life was given vent to by Jane Austen in her
attempt to establish her radical thoughts in the pages of
the novels. In Emma the realistic picture of the lovely
family life surely imparts a totally different conception
of family life from the old style, one prevailing in all
the Austen novels up to Mansfield Park. The tender and
valuable natural family feelings have evidently beén
released and are geen to co-exist with humour — the child
resting its head against its father’s knee 3o confidently
and the young husband gazing adoringly at his wife who is
playing the harp. The picture is decidedly ‘cheerful’, one
of the Regency aspirations which differentiated it so from
the eighteenth century. From the two pictures just referred
to, alone we can see that the movement of civilization had
made a radical change in the family life and social habits
of even the highest class, a change that is charted in its

various manifestations from Sense And Sensibility to Emma
and Persuasion. The changes that the Regency introduced in
its architecture, grounds, interior  decoration and
furniture were all in accordance with desire for a newikind
of home and family life and were deliberately worked out,

nct achieved by accident or instinct or gradual change., In
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it3 apeed and extent 1t amounted‘ to 8 revoluticn through
recognition of the demand for emancipatj:on from the tyrsasany
of eighteenth century aociety. Jane Austen has been guite
succegsfyl in her delineation of the pictures of changes

affecting the lives of the people and this she has dcne

through her immortal literary works-~ her novels.

In preparing thia dissertation 1 have gone deep 1into
aumarous crivical bookz on Jane Austen by eminent critics
and zacholarz o whom I freely acknowledge my indebtedness.,
I have, with a <lear sense of gratitudes, referred to them
in the Bibliography appended t¢ the dissertation at the
end. By all means, I take this opportunity to express my
wheole-hearted respect and gratitude to my Supervisor Dr.
Girindra Narayan Roy, Resder in the Department of English,
University of North Bengal 83 he guided and corrected me in
My venture over a period of five years, actually I owe more
than I can expreasg. Without his help and guidance ¢this
dizzertacicn wouwld not have been a reality. I also took
advice rfrem mwy t=acher Dr. B .K. Banerjee, Professor in the
Department o©f English in the University. My respect is alsc
there for all my teachers who taught me at different levels

of wmy academic pursuits. I also fondly remember the <co-
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operation received from my esteeﬁéd colleagues at F.D.I.,
Jalpaiguri. It would be nc less than a; injustice if I do
not make mention of inspiration aﬁd help that I have heen
in receipt over the years from my wife Mrs. Ratna Kar B.A.
and our only son Arnab (Tublu}. Tublu has also been a
helping hand in getting the matters computerized. As
regards the collection of materials, I place on reccrd the
help from the Library, North Bengal Universivy, Tﬁe
National Library, Calcutta, Central Library, Viswabharati
and the A. (. College Library, dJalpaiguri (W.B.). 1In
computerizing the disgsertation at its initial stage, I got
help from once my student and now a relative Mr. Rajiv
Chowdhuri B.Com. (Hons.) and there is another young chap
Sauvik whose help I shall keep in recognition. Mention
should also be made of the 3ervice rendered by Mr. Debashis

Sarker B.Com. as he typed out the matters when the computer

was yet to be installed in my house,
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