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PREFACE

Crimes against humanity now are established as jus cogens norms and are implicitly
recognized as such in the preamble of the Hague Convention, which served to codify the
customary law of armed conflict. At present, eleven international texts enumerate the
offences considered crimes against humanity, although there are slight inconsistencies
among the definitions and the necessary elements involved. While variations abound, all
texts and statutes date back to the Hague Convention of 1907, which codified armed
conflict into customary international law. In 1945, the Allied powers at Nuremberg
defined crimes against humanity as: Murder; extermination, enslavement, deportation,
and other inhumane acts committed against civilian populations, before or during [the]
war; or persecutions on political, racial or religious grounds in execution of or in
connection with any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal, whether or not in
violation of the domestic law of the country where perpetrated.

In the face of recent developments in countries like Libya, Egypt, Iraq the lack of legal
framework to deal with such matters has become a cause for international concern. The
main thrust of this work is to study the existing legal framework for determination of
individual’s accountability for the crime against humanity and to propose changes into
the existing framework

In this theses | have chosen this topic due to the rising incidents of crime against
humanity and genocide due to the rising incidents in the recent times.

| acknowledge the with deep gratitude the help and assistance of all received for this

work some of whom | have thanked in a separate acknowledgement
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