Tﬁa'presént stddy~saeks'ta axplgré in depth thé nature
and character of the ﬁulitical procassas ang inatltutians in the
_atata ‘of Wast Bengal in a pcriad when there had been C ﬂbr&SQ hage~
- mony both at ths Centr&landazha %tata. - Tt is important to note
that far'the puUrpose of making thg discussimn all%campréheneive in
nature, tha trands of tha‘paiitieai Procass has baan seuaght to be
discussed in the broader parspsetive of leadership issue - both

central and provincial.

. Baing avtrmubleohidden state, West éan@ai. richt from

"~ ths baginning has been facing.a'numéar af'prybiems - sacial. 2CoN0- -
nic and'éolitical. The impacﬁ.of paftition had heaen tremendous.
'CIOSQJY following thia, thers were problems on foud-front as well as
refuges igsua&a The.stata.haﬁ to sglva‘these'prablams along with

other socisl and politicel problems.

Although there was Congress rula both at the Centra and
at tha Staté'le§éls. ééfi&gs diffarancas of apinians hatwaan the
Centre and State occurrad Both at the g@vmrnmantal‘and arcanizational
levsls. It gensrats :d strassas and strains. the imaact of which
“gould bé falﬁ in the attitudes. of the~1@adﬂrs and the policias which

they wanted to follow.

At the organizationsl level, the Pradesh Conorass

Committae eould nmot strictly adhere to the directives of the Congress



High Command. Controversies and debates over policiss could ba

saen at the Pradesh Conorsss Committes level.

1t is interssting to nots that the nature of politi~-

cal procass and far that matisr, the nuestion of burgaiﬂiné poli-
tics with the centrs under went remarkable changes with the
amergence of Dre B. Co Roy as the Chiel Minister. At the governe
mental lzval, Dr. Roy Q’E :¥r2d new leadzrship With his:tQWering
personality snd at the orgsnizational lovel, it was Atulya Shosh
who infused with the perty with added dynemism. In fact, it was
Atulya Ghosh who co ula unnnrstand that the limi4 of a party liks
Conurzss could not and should not be restricted only in the big

city like Calcutta. Hz f2lt the nacesgiiy of taking the party

to the villagase

The prasant«gtudy, while ¢aking into consideration
the leadership issue, sesks to analyse othar related factors
which influznced the dynamics of the political procass in the
'3tata. Broadly conceived, such 2 study is concernped with the
sogcio=political basis of pawérlin all institutional sactors of
society with patterns of social stratafication and their conse-
auances Ln organised polities. Compsrative asse2sssent of the
peclicizs and parformance have been made as far as possible o

make the discussion eowmplste and meaningful.
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