






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































443 • 

sideration to which I should like to refer. We have accorded our 
approval to the principle of :federalism, and we ho~e it_ will be 
possible to evolve a satisfactory scheme. • But I wish 1t to ?e 
clearly understood that India's main demands must :emam 
unaffected by the fate of the principle of :federalism whiCh we 
have accepted. Whether a federal system is evolved or not, India. 
must have as complete a mea:sure of a~1tonomy at the. Centre as 
circumstances permit. In this c?nnechon, let me. reiterate my 
objections to many of the financial sa!eguards whiCh are to ~e· 
found in the ~eport. Complete finanmal . and fisca~ autonomy IS 

India's unquahfied demand, and I submit that with our ready 
acceptance of our legal and moral ~bliga~ions ~n r~spect of. debts, 
etc., and with the large powers whiCh will reside m the VIceroy,. 
the financial stability of India may well be regarded as assu~ed. 
I£ this view is accepted, I feel sure a large body of ~esp?ns1ble 
opinion in India will be prepared to welcome the constitutiOn we 
have evolved, and work it for the greater good of India and the 
Empire. 

*Dr. Narendra Nath Law: I desire to associate myself' with 
what }fr. Mody has said on the question o£ the financial safeguards 
embodied in the Report. 

*Sir Hubert Carr: As we come to the finish of our work at this 
Conference we have doubtless been re-examining the extremely 
complex problem we have been engaged on, and probably all of us 
will agree as to the difficulty in giving unqualified replies to the 
various points raised. I notice that some of our critics claim 
that none of the Delegates represent any considerable section of 
Indian opinion. I think that criticism may be taken as a tribute 
to the work of the Conference, £or had nothing considerable been 
achieved there would be little reason for attempting to discred~t 
the Delegates. 

No one knows better than the Delegates themselves how far they 
represent opinion in India and England. We .have a p1·etty good 
idea as. to what support and what opposition our work is likely to 
meet w1th, but there is no doubt that the view o£ the practical 
and patriotic section o£ Indian political opinion has been well and 
truly voiced. 

I feel a considerable degree o£ confidence that when the elastin 
framework gets stiffened up and filled in we shall have a constitu­
tion which will attract the support of the best elements in the 
country and will ensure government receiving the necessary popular 
backing to enable it to deal with unconstitutional movem:ent. 

Of one thing I am very sure. On fields where reason still 
prevails the friendly relationship established between many public 
men in. b?th co~ntries should do much to remove the murky clouds 
of susp1c10n whwh have been so largely responsible for the present 
unhappy position in India and have made a Viceroy who whole-
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