Chapter 1
THE PROBLEM

1,1 INTRODUCTION

Before thé nineties the development of the rural sector

of the Indian economy .-x%afs.' in a substantial part of it, victim of

over~centralised planning: The iop-ss‘ié%eﬂ‘ aevelopment of the
country at large with pronounced favours of infrastructures in

westem parts of the country was cause enough fox sPecial study

_of. the -neogl,,,ected areas of our rural sector. Qur- bagioresourges:

remained so ﬁnutiliéeaf that labour power oppeared? su:piu*s.l Th’é
o-called labour—surplus villages remained so because special
purpogive development planning of ‘such rural economies were and
still are being. neglecﬁed. With the nineties the policy mix of
the count‘:y-h‘as been ohanging—. New entezprises appeari-ng on the
scene are prone to depend on high technology and to ask for

demand- for their outputs without creating any employment.

Under both.situations it is of prime impozrtance to
‘genera'te full- ‘:‘éﬁgloyniént- at the doots“te'ps of thei villagerse A
scientific study of the local level rural economies may result
in our realisation that the resources -at the grass-roots have
‘ eno;moos -pro@uotive ,-_o§pacities .80 that labourers.who are now
judged surplus 'm‘;:i;g’ht"»-i‘;ot only be fully employed but a rational
plaming of these- 1’oca1; -‘J&eVei economies may gei_né:':ate,gqod,- demand
for improved implements and even x-vmachi_nés after: full 'emoiloyrnent_ ,

with the pregent technology mixe




The present study seeks to achieve a particular aim.
in relation to the generxal tasgk of ‘finding methods to ’generate
fuller employment in the local level rural economies. We seek
tb test if.ahy provocation set around a village~level economy
can induce the village level activ:!.ties to :each any a higher |
‘level of efficiency and help it ride a. joumey towa:ds better
'employment,

1+2 THE PROBLEM

| Accordingly we make an amalysis. of the econonic
Aactivities ef f:r.ve mllage economies. - Each of these Villages
are £0 selectecz- ‘that it 1s located near an o;ganization.;cr
enterprise ox: a set of enterprisess 'I'ne organization or the _ :
ente:prise os the set of entegprises are expected to nmvide a
provecation to a 'village economy lying in the neighbourhood. The
p'i'.obi.ém'in Véhx‘:i.s study 1s to measure the impact of the Qrovocati‘or;
” onv the mbiiisatiox_i ﬂf the basic resousces of Jl.and:and’labour of :

' the concemned village=level economy. -

The most usual method of economic development so long
' |

coﬁéiét,ejd of 15‘:§‘cufin§ 'éépit’al and utilising the same for the
devélépmént of various new enterprises. ‘vApplying,thj.s approach 1q
the case of our 1égging- rural areas one f£finds that the capital |
;equj.téuent' for even 3 steady wodest Gevelopment is Colossale. ‘
Thete is. thex;e‘;.if:'ore,f é great need for savin_g capital for initiatirr}g
the broce;ss of development of backwaxd agriculture, H(;{:iapitai-savin‘:g_
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|



mthad.= on the other hand, will ¢nable us to minimise foreign
assistance and allow us to obtain in gradual stages the: benefits

of qu‘t;_imal pti]_._is,a\tian of our nationally plentiful or unused

resources,

Tne pcin"‘ ‘of c'iepaﬂ:ure of this stuéy is to diseover |
such pcssibilities ‘of restructuring productive activities of
ou_r local ;level _rural economies as are laid bare through a st:uéy%
of the impact of such agencies as specified in the first | -
pafagfaph' of this section, ' Naturally such possibilities might
| come to t"se view of an investigatozr in a number of ways. ; |
- E‘irstly. it is possibie that some pravacat:.en settmg organisa—
tion might be so vvtalising that we multiply such agents for the‘
transfomation of traditional village economies. Secondly. even |
though such agencieés wmay not have suceeeded in ushering r.ight
aeveJ.Opment iﬂitiétivésé' a study of the iﬁpatzt"helps to ‘ide‘nt«i‘ﬁy |
. some cauges. fcar vhatever tipples may have occurred in the ‘
otbemise s‘cagnant pool, Pinally, if these agencies have failed‘
eompletely :l'h would be possible in the J.ight ef the reality of
these village eoanamies to suggest, on bas:ls of whatever hints
or signals arb avaz.lable, structu:es to motivate zural producers -

to resort to self—sustained 61Versi£icat:l.on of enterprises. . f

& ..gpeci'al ‘dimension of the problem is to study the -
impact of the provodative agency through time. The impact is
studied in intexvals of eleven to fourteen years. This lays |

bare a little mre'énphaﬁicauy the power or absence of pqwér



- of the se],ected_prbvoca‘,ticn to give life to the producers

of to the productive workers. Besides a study of change
through time may brﬁng ta surface any manner in which the homo :
economicus may cope wiﬁ'x any new problem agising out of absencé ;
of J.nfrast:mcture but & little change in economic or non-economic |

reality. This in turn mwight 1ead to & rediscovery of the
‘intrinsic powet of the- traditional .':ural produce: whe might »
flourish to new heights when infrastructursl facilities would |
.be exceedingly more pmducts,ve than the type now tolex:ated by

the present concemed leadez:ship.
1e3 mmémef

Gn *Lhe basis of the p::oblem we have set it ahculd be
clea:: that the villages we study for the p:oblem are all
purposely selected on the basis of a pmvocation we cansiderea :

effective. 'I‘wo viilages were selected as . each of ‘them were .
to benefit from a GABP or eomprehensive Area Development Proj eci:;

One of them, namely. Budhka::an is situated in the. terai :egion

of Darjeeling. The other Kshirarkot located in the 1owe;‘ |
 dodars area of the Jalpaiguri district, A thisd village, namely,
Nimai is 1ocated near HIWL aairy of Matigara in t.ez:ai :eg:l.on

of the. Darjeeling dist:ict. The fourth one, namely, Uttar
Latabari located in the neighbourhood of a number of tea gardens
in the uppe;: Dooars »Qif ,ghe Jalpaiguri. The :Eift:h village, namely,

Kamini rc«';hag;;, was. seleéi;'ed." fm: probable ;lmp_acl: of the nearby ;
L,

district town of Cooch Behar on the village.



- The number of the households surveyed in a village is
arcund 150, The whole village was not suiveyed, At timés even a
portion of & neighbouring village became a part of the sot of |
households surveyed, Thus Kshirar Kot included some “households |
alkso of Jaicha_népu*r;@j," s
The data haye been collected £rom households. The |
heaé of th° household submitted the retums on a method of interroga
atn.on planned carefuily. Whenevex: possible the :etums have been
checked from other sources in the village. Before approaohmg '
the householders multi-level contacts were established-in & bia
to,. ensure ::u-l-l cocmeration of the hougeholders. Revisits were |

made as ané vhen scrutiny led to the discovery of inconsistency

of retums.

- Household schedules prepared on the basis bf'elebo:atef
Atemisation were filled on the basis of artful,_intermgat:ioh;.
Elsborate notes madé on the basis of artistic interrogation were

used subsequently to il the household schedules,

on’ measuring change after a time intezval we have
made use thée ‘concépt of Monsoon paddy équivalent per acre, ’I‘his-“

15 @ substitute of the ceflated value of total output per acre,
B ', Lo ' ’ - |

We add cutputs of paddy in kilos and the total values o€
non-paddy outputs divided by the price per kilo of monscon
p’a&diﬂ We have also deflated consumption or income by price i o

index number based on base year: weighi:s.
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L4 AN OVERVIEH

“In Cnapter 2 we analyse the data of the act::i.vn:;es of
Uttar Latabaxi. We hstudy here the impact o:E tea garden_s on the t
setting of the villege in motivating the productive workezss
The impact of the GBVemu{en‘t dominated Himul dairy on an
adjacent village 15 examined in Chapter 3‘.‘ The '1‘nb'ac'£ ‘of the
setting of a district town with i"cs numerous facilities of
relégance to rural activlties on a village w:!.thin fom: kilomet refss

is analysed in Chaptar 4a The Chapter 5 reviews the irr:par't of

the Naxalbari corrpre‘hensive Area Development Project on a village-. :

in the Naxalbari ax:ea of West Bengal terai, The impact of
ano\t.her C_APE?, pamely, the Falakata QAD?. | qn_ a vi.l._lagé .1»;1 the
lower DOQ?‘??%‘D area of the Salpaiguri'ﬂi-strict is the subject of .
chapter 60 -The last chapt_et carries the grim -realities' of the

findings to iiportant conclusions and & bold course of action.



