
Ch~pter 1 

Befote the 1U .. net~es the development o~ ·the ru$1 secto~ 

of· the Indian .. economy .was; in .a s\ibstantial pa'rt .of it1 , v~ctim· of 

overo.pent~l1$ea planning• 'l'h~ 1op.,sidecF6evelopment of the 

coun.1:J:i at la~ge with pronouncec .favours Of inf,:astructqJ:es in 

western parts of the Qountry was cause enough for specia·l st~dy. 

of_· tbe negl~Ctea~ area~. of ouJ: rural sectot. our basic;:· resou.rc:es 

remained so unutil.tsea that labour power appea:rea: sux.pius.. ~he 

so~.c:alle~ 1ab6U:x-su£)?1us villages xemaJ.ne4 so ped~\l.Se $eoie3~ 
. " . ' 

purposive aey~~op.ment· pi~:i.n9 o'f such rural ecancnriie:;:5 :we~ and 

still are beil)g. negle~ecl~ w~tb the n~neties the policy !llix of 

the ®untry -n·as_ been chapgin'9• New entexp;-ises appearing· .on the 

scene· are p+~ne to c!epen4 on high technology- a~d to a:;ik· for 

dem~nd~ ~or -their outpU'.ts without ·creating· any enploymen t•• 

t.Jndeq: both si:tuations it is of· pri~ illlportl::lnc:::e to 

genet:ate full etiployment at the ooor:stt!.Ps . 0 f. the Villegers. ~ 

scientifi.c: st4<]y of the -local ,level rural, economies may. resUlt 

in our realisa:t;,:t:on that· the resouJ;ees at the grass-xoots have 

· enoJ;IllPUI? pro~u¢tive .<;~pacities .so that laboureJ:s .. who- a;e n()w 

ju~g~ci eu;plus rni:-ght· ·not only be ~ully. employed· ::t;ut a· rational 
. - . ''.- .. 

planQing oJ;· ~e$e local ievel economies may ~nerat~~ g-ood. demand 

:for -~mprov~ci J,nplemEmt¢: ~a ev:~n .macb~nes a-fter: fUl'l. ·e~mployrnent 

with the pt:esent tec~p~ogy rn:i.X~· 
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'fbe present study ·see~s to achieve a particular aim. 

in relation .to the general task of finding methods to generate 

fullel: emplo~ent in the. local level rural economies. · we see~ 

to test ~f any provocation $et around a Village-level economy· 

can :Lnduce the vill&ge ·1eve1 activities to xeach any a b:l.ghe~ 
. ) ' . ) . . . . . ; . 

·level of efficieney and help ;.\ t noe. a. jou~Sy towards bette:r 

. emploinnent,· 

· Acctirdiil9lY we· make. an analysis; of tne eoonomic 
- •. ' .. ! ' . 

. ~ctivities' o·f·'iive vj,llage economies •.. ,Each, 0~ these. vi~,t.ages 

are so sel.e6t~o.'that it is loaatea neat an C)J:gan.ization; c;.r 

enterp~is~: 9r a 'set' 'of. enterprisese 'rhe ot;gan~zat~Ol'l 0~ :the 

enterprise ·o~ the s~t of ente:r;prises aS"e expec;tea to previae a 
~ ·. . . " . . 

prdv()catiori to' a· Vil]...age eco~omy lying :in the. ne~gl'lbo~J:hood. 'l'he [ 

ptobiem ·in this stua~t is to measure the .. i~ac1: of the.; provocatioq! 

on the moDiiisation 6f the }:)asic resou~ces of l~Cl, and ~abour of 

the concerned vJ.lla~•leve.l econQTDY• 

~be; ma'st uSU:al methOd· of. e®nomic development eq loqg 
. . . : 

consi$~0 of prpeuring c!apit·al ana· utilising the same -for the 

developn,tent o.~ va:.:ious new enterprises. ~pplyin.g. thi~ app~a_ch ~ 

the case of our lagging· :Ural areas one finQs that .tP.-~ capital 

(eq~re~nt for even ~.:.i~teady'modest aevelopmmt is QolQssal-. • 
_...,;' . ',.; .. I 

Thete is. theJ;e£ore,: a great need for savi~g c:api,tal. tQ.z.:o initiat~g 

the pro~ss of deVelopment of backward ag~.i.Culture. Qapital.-sav~g .. ' . I . 
I 
I • 

I 
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methoa, on the othe~> hand, . will enable us to !ll~nimise · fOre.ign 

assistance ana ellow· us to obt$in in graa_ual stages ,the··bmefit$1 
, • ·i ' •• . . I 

of op~imal uti~is~tion of ouJr nationallY, ·plel1t!fU:t. .or -un~s~ . ' ' . . ' '. . . .. 

~nE:!/;.:P~:dnt :of dep.art.ure of this.· study ·is to. disc:ove'r 

suCh possihtid.ties 6i ~estructu.ring · prod·uetive. activi"t;ie$. of 
. " 

otir local level ·~rai economies as aJ:e laic bare t!)rouQb, a study 

Q.f the impact. ·of suc.ib·agencies as specified in the first. 

paragraph of' this. section• • Naturally such possib.ilit.i.e$ might 

com~. to the vJ.isw' of 'an investigator in a number of way~ •.. · 
Firstly, it is possible that some p·rovocation setting o:T:ganisa• 

tion might .be so vita1tsing that \'Je mult~ply such agents for: the 

tt:ansfoi:mation of traditional Village ·economies. Secondly,. even i 

though such ageJ:u::ies· may not ·}lave suceeedea in usheriilg ·right 

eevelopment.,;J;n:Lti~ti\?-es· a study of the' impact helps t:o .±dehtify' i 

.. som~ c::a.uses.:~o$i whatever s=ipples may have ocourred in the 

othe+wise stagnant pool• Finally; if these agencies nave failed : 
. . 

completely it would be possible in the light of the reality of 
. '·• I ' ' ' ' . ' 

thes_e v~llage ¢QOnomies to suggest, on basis of whateve~ hints 
. '? . ' 

~r. s~gn~ls ar~ c;tVai1~1e, struc~ures -to motivate .mr$1 producers: 
·, ~ 

A ,~ecial aimension of the problem is to study ·the· 

impEict · o.f 'tne provoeative agency th~ough. time~ 11-ne impact is 

stUaiea'' ill. iliterva~s ·of eleven to fourteen yea~• ~his lays 
•. 

bare a little more enpbatically the power or absence of power 
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·.of th~ se~ecteCJ pxovoc.;at!,pn to give life ~Q the prollu~J:s 

OJ!' to the pi:Oduc;::t.ive WOrkeJ:s• Besides a stuciy of change 

through time may brmg :::to su~:faee' any manner ~n whiCh t~e homQ 
,,', 

economicu~ may cope wf~ any new ptoblem a~;islng out of abse~ee 
' • . . I 

of -.1nfrastr:uc:ture: bqt a little change in economic o:r: non-ecariom!c 
. . . . .. ~ . . i 

,;eality. Whis in tuxn m!gl}t; lead to a redisc:oveq of ~he 
' . •' ' 

. . 

flourish ·to ·new hej.ght~''-wheri infrasttuctural· facil~ties· -v1ou1d . . 

be exceec3in~ly, mote pttioU.ctive than the t~e _ now tole~~ed by 

the present_ eoncemea readership • 

. clear that the· villages we study fo:r the pz:Oblem are :all 
. . 

putposely ~elected on the basis of a px:ovocation t-Je considered 

: . 

to b~efit _from a ~~-- ~r GompJ:el'lenslve Area D&vel.optr1E$t ProJect[. 

one of them, namely- S~_(jpkatcm is situated in the. ter:$1 region I 

of · ParjE!e.l#;ng. 'lhe otli~_:r: ~sh~r:arkot located in tlie lowe~ 
I 

A. third village# namel¥~ 

NimQi is lp~'\:ed near H~~~- dairy of Matigara in terai regio11c. 
' ·- . - .. ·. ' 

. ·. 

of the. DaJ;jeelirlg disi; ~ict.l! . ~b.e fo11xth one# namely# Vttat: 

ltatabari looatea in tbe ~eighbourhooa of a number of tea gaxdens; 

in "t;he · uppel: ~ooar$ o:e _the ~alpaiguri. The fifth village, namelb,, 
.. . 

I<am,ini Qba~ was, selected· for probable impact of the·nearby. 
. . 

district town of Cooch Behar on the village. 

i 

I 

i . 
' I 
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The number· of the households · suzzveyed in a· ~village is , 

a:round 150e The· 'whole villatge was not su~el'e0•>. At ·times even 'a 

portion ·of a: neighbouring village became a. part:'o·f'tile set of·. 

households ~lurveye:l.. -~hus ;t.;shirar I<Ot incluoea. soma households. , 

also: of Ja:!.chenapur~.;:, 

.. - .: :· ,t. _ .. 

The data h~e been c:ollec:ted from households. The 
,-., .. 

heacl of the household subrtitted the retums on a method of in·terroga 
. ' . ' ' ' . ~ . - . 

-tion planned c_arefully. Whenever possible. the return$ have been . 
. ... . . 

checked fr~m. other source·s in . the Village. eefore app:roach.ing ~ 

the householde.r:s multi•level contacts were established-- in a <:b,ia : 

t9.,. ens~_;$. f~l~ cooperation of the householders •. · Revis~ts ·we·:re 

made as and when sctutiny led to the ,discovery of inconslsteney · 

of retuxns~ 

. li~usehol.d schedules prepared on. the basis of eleborat~ 

itemisation were filled on· the basis of artful interrogat-ion• 
• • • • ,•· • ·'· • ; • ' • • • .-.. • • • c 

El.al:!Qr~t~ n.o:te~ rqaqe on th~ .. basis. oi; $~ist.~e· j,n:t;er~g?ttion we~. , 

US~Q • sQbsequently to fi·ll. ·the .household $cheQ:lj.J;'l:lS• ···.. . . ; . . . '.. ·. .. .. . : - . .·-: .. 

On. measuring change. after a time intetv·al we ha~e 

maCie use the ·concept'O'f l't)nsoon paddy equivalent per acre •. ThiS . 

is· a SUDStitU:t~ o:f.~he deflated Value Of tOt~ ~Utput per ac:re• I 

we ada outputi;) ~~ paddlf in· kilos and the total val.ue.'S of. 
' ' . 

rion:..:paddy outputs dividea by· the pr,tde pex- kiio of mo~soon 

:Paddy~ we have aleo deflate'd conswnption or income by pr±c:e 

index. number :Pased on base year weights. . 

, I 

i 
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.. ·xn Cb~pter 2 we ilnalyse the oata of· tne activities··o'f 

uttt~'r I.atal)ar1•. w~ 'stuay· here the imp'act of te~ . g~n:d~·s on the 

settiO:g of the village in mot::Lvat:iil<i the: pr~uct.:i;ve tio.J:kers~ 
""'"' . 

~he: ircpac:t;· of th'e aove·mment dommated Hl,mul d:aiJ:lT ori an 

adjacent vil;tage is e:Xamined in ¢lapter 3.. ~h$. irtP,a~ 'of t~· 

sett~g of a district town with its nuinerous facilities of 
' . : ''. . . . .· . ., ' . : " . - . '. ,- .· : . . 

i.s an.alyseo in ·Qhaptet, 4.t W~e t:;:hap:t·e~ 5 revle;ws the inpact of· 
'''. . ' . '. . ' . . :· . ,. . ' . 

th~ ·~taxa_lb~ri ~mprehen:siv-~ r..rea Development Prciject _op a villag~ 

in _tpe ~axel]:>ari area of west Bengal te.rai.. 4J:'be imp~c1: of 

another CADP, namely, the Falakata CADP, on a Village in the 
' \ •• • - ' ',· c • 

lower Dooars a:cea of the Jalpaiguri district is the sUbject. of· 

Chapter ~. · ~he la~rt Chapte.r ca::ries the gJ::im realitie:;; of the.· 
' · .. \ 

fino-.ings to· itrpo~:tant conclusions and. a bola course of action •. · 


