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PREFACE 

The complex interrelationship between people and rivers has been the focus of interest and 

research for millennia. Rivers are more than just bodies of water; they are arteries that shape 

the landscapes they pass through and deliver essential materials for the development and 

nourishment of people. The relationships between people and rivers have changed over time 

as communities have settled along their banks and depended on their streams for 

transportation, irrigation, and different commercial endeavours. 

The current study is an issue of fluvial geomorphology and has the title "Human and 

River Interactions in Riparian Villages Along the Tista River of Jalpaiguri and Koch 

Bihar District, West Bengal". The Tista River occupies a distinctive place among the 

innumerable rivers that have had a profound impact on human civilization. The Tista River, 

which flows through the riparian regions of northern India, has witnessed a wide range of 

human activity and has been essential to the lives of those who live along its banks. Riparian 

environments along the Tista River have contributed to trade and communication as well as 

providing ideal territory for agriculture. 

This thesis explores the intricate and dynamic relationships that exist along the riparian 

villages in the Jalpaiguri and Koch Bihar District of the Tista River. It aims to investigate the 

relationship's many facets, such as its social, cultural, economic, and environmental 

components. We may learn a great deal about how people have adapted to and influenced 

this natural resource by investigating the historical, topographical, and ecological features 

of the Tista River. We can comprehend the particular difficulties and chances given by the 

river and its associated ecosystems by studying this particular area. This thesis also seeks to 

provide light on the methods used by regional communities to maximize the positive effects 

of the Tista River while minimizing any negative effects that might arise. 

Regarding sustainable development and environmental preservation, it is crucial to 

comprehend how people and rivers interact in Tista River riparian villages. The delicate 

ecosystems of these riparian villages face substantial pressures from rapid urbanization, 

population expansion, and vulnerabilities of the riverine hazards (viz., floods, bank erosion 

and river channel shifts). We may create successful policies and management strategies that 

strike a balance between the development and the preservation of this priceless natural 
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