
.in on t.!le ~feat by Nepal, c}n t.h~~ north by "'J.:""ib"::.t, on the south 

by ~iest BcnHal and on the east by Uhut.an. Jltu:rot.mdod thu.s, 

i~;ikkim enjoys and still r£;:ta,ins wlusual dist:I.nct..:tvenes.s. J:t. .is 

sori"ft1~:hat ~ect<3Q'Jular .in shape, 113 l~ilorGetres long and G4 

kilomet-r~~s wide. The total area. of .S~jJ~~~im .is 7,o95 square 

l{.il~-'ln::tres~ l?or tho e:;alv.e of ·ad:rd11itJt.rat.1va.convenierK:e, tl'}e 

stetE~ ~ta divi<:lad .im:.o .four distric;:ts v12.. No~th, south, r;;ant 

{.!ttal'.·t.era at · GyalshitliJ• ·~;n:tle t.h.e 1~~-:aat dJ.st.r:.iQt head:.];tJart.ers 

is nit:uat.e\l·ir~ Ga.n;Jtok., Which .:ts 'also tile s~at.e cai::vj.c.al of 
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t.:lc~n re::{J<H:"d.'irq .':)ikl;.im~ s pcpt,llw.tion sht:-1;; t;he t hf:;lC! p(Y;:;.ul.;st .l.on 

az 3n,,~:sc? .. 'I'i1c populnt;lon hot~ 9'Cille up oy 1931 to .lD9~0C"...n 2 • 
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J.B9l 

191.1 

1~3l 

1951 

[}t:;; '.'O;; :S:et~>: <ic ~h:;., nn GS . .in 1::. ! 'G ht. hrUC '., 
,:;om;:_:J~;.sit..i.r:m .f:t:um lH~l co lool. 

~<ot.al 

y,,t~<:.;h::'!.S 

H'i'Ult;las. 

J>iH~.:HJ.S 

tilepa lcs-..J 

Lcpcha.s, Bhut ias 
.::~nd ot.htsrs 

30.,458 

~;, '1t'~2 

~~,894 

:ie 3~6 

l'' d-1:'9 ::1 I) ~·:> 

30, OJ.){) 

1.o9,soe 

J.390~0 

ccn~~us ,fir;JUrers bascs.'t'.l oa :t'elig.ious ?tff.11iation 
( lnd:tans ami ~~~.i;J\";;tans e~cluried) 

B~uddhists ......, . . 

Hindu~ inclUclUYJ 
! ] :t ir&:'Jl.lf,\1 

J911 39S .~.<t:~pchas 

Dhutias 
1.3,5:25 

15,626 



1961 

19'11 

1981 

'ft)te l 

e7:tJdohist s - <49~s:;tl {3-.ept::itl.s and 
Ehut.i.asJ 

CGnsus fJ.gures b?i!Scd on .:-Jchedaleo ~~stC/'l'r:.ib(a 
0nd G<>.Jletn 1 popul<-3timl 

~~cheduled Tribe 

r-Jource : eensu..~ of s:tkJ::.ictl, 1981. 

:316., 3B5 

l~3, 2(' l 

. 73,623 

0~·. ,_, ·~.,. .. ,.,.., ............ ____ ,~-)lu·~~ 



of · S:!.k~i:'n arc the Helil\:!S or t.ep~":has., 
~,.. ....... ~fi'.G'a ... 



as ahut.:ta.s. l5liutin~ a:a:a ~).ig bt;.tilt 0 tall, st;;rt>t:l~' st.eady atld 

:f~~ir .ia comp 1~-Nion. v:it.h pronounced. Hon.golian fCJ;lt.l.lr~s ai'ld 
/ -

differ ~rom t.lie :i~(':;<pch~s. Th.~ Hhutia social st.ruct.UJ.:e is 

. pat~r1arch~1 .r::u1d havo an old tradit.i.on of polyandry~ !r.1. rnart..·.ta9e, 

t:.hoy al.r.;o he.ve a t.rndition of payit~; brid~-pr;tce. Nor,nally, 

the Bhut:iaa live in a joint fa.:n.i.lY•. 'i'hcre is no cast.e distinc­

tion ,nrriJng the nhutias. NarriacJe 13 usually <nrr~H&(;led nr£1· settled 

by t,hc P<'rents. Eelig.ie;oiJsly, t. he 13hut. ins are mostly Duddhi.st:s 

vlit h .n te'i': . e~(cept~cms of Chriat:.iat'lS• 

Br.itis!i rci{]n .in :n&d.ia). N~pulos~ o l:'fii t.hr!; people e:tt !1ur who:sa 
UU~t<A:w .,_...,..w:.t , 

"~'hich had .beoona Si!--;k.irnese •. '!'he N~palcse ~J!.hnic group in ~Jild:.im \ . 

Of the Gurt"~.e-uE t'Jho S'.~ttl,;;~d in 8ik.k.im, ·the ~rahrnins, · 

"".:.hmkur..is., ~ nd Chet..ris are .important. 'i~he Brahmins have the ..........,. ... ___._.._.... 

nre mostly o);t.hodox patr.:i.arci1t-'ll :-·u.n,lus ana we,H.t.lo not normally 

i1ave any ll\:itr.1mcmial 'rBlat.ions ~vith oth:n:: l~-1er Ci.lStt..o:s. 'Ll1ey 



_; 

I 

"~oulu not. even ~t. toJuther 'With other non-ara.hmJ.n la·ai'lr cat~tc:s. 

Ne:r.:l~ :ln Ot:X!ial ran!~ a:r:e th® !.Ilu'ik!So .'i'h(:z sot.::ial l':"aHJ.; o:; the 

t. tiD a.t'l::. :tsa~:1..-g and .~ re m~r aged in t.radGs which nro f,.,rbid:Jr;~n for 

hhe high caat.es t%-pal{;s<;. '1'he ~~antiS• \<Jho ~r~ blad~s11·d.t.h by 
,....v..-.-~~ 

qroups nrc untouchables and .in no ~~~ay related to c:•l:=Jta Hindus. 

'i:'hE.:dr .farnily sy~;;t,em is p~.t.riar.clnl anei by r~;:J.j,."j.ion they are 

LiW.bUS are; r~q~_u::cl•3d !>XL~ll lly Ct.hc:.-';;1: l'irl;ddle. C:'lLH;.es HepaleSuli' ytat. 

th~y nt4 e not conplotely assii•tl.lq.t~ed ~tat.o t.he Hoi)n.li cnste 

1 .im)>Ll. ident.it.y in c~cmt~at to the t-Jepa.li idem:.ity. ~;herpos 
... ~·.1151Ao· .. ~a..ar 



·c3.Ste·hier.nrclay, yet they x:·epres0nt. tham as Nepal~se· in the 

broader context. They l:"~ElVe t.hrd.r own dialect and rcl.igiou~ly 

they belong tO La~ist auddhi~m. ;:~imultaneously, thelf" ffaintain 

t.l1~).ir .Shcrrm. · .iden .. tit.y to;;:J(-;th:Br N.H:.h Jilepal.i ident:.J.ty. The Sl1erpaa, 

also al.'e ~6\;ro.rded eqt.lal by ot.her Nepal(:;;se mi(,ldle C:!·)Stss. '!'he 

Ta.rrarxJG. also '!.'-Jere erluar.:;x:ated \~ith t~iratis. rr·al1\"n'JS .in similar 
~-~ . 

, Y.Jay retain t:.h~;ir or.-u1 ~rar~ng ident..it..y and t:G;pY:~t::.Gnt t:.r.em as 

ll"l:1!-also ..-.-Je:r:~ enurroratep previc;-•USly ~rJi~h t<irati ';r!bE;:a. MW..,ng 

the Nepalese, the Hais are nol:-J. tr4~at.ed as middle caste people. 

~rhey are r~inly t:.he H.in.dus and also h.ave t~heir ann r-:~1i dialect~ 

. . . 

culture. t•langar c:llPO were t·e~}!';;,:-dod prevlou.sly ~s 1·-aratis, but 
. ~·~ 

at present ·they a.c6_ treated as nliudle cam~~ nmon;,~ tJ;e N,;opah:)se. 

Tl1ey a.re rrGt"C B:lndlk"l and perhaps clr.biect:~d !-·l:i.ndu Zait;h soon 

of Hindu;tsm ;:Jor~ than the oth;;r Ki.rnt:..i tribes., Gur1;.mus also .. ___ _.,. .. --



!!~~~ . .?;:! in t.J!lk!~im a :r."O rcun rdGt~ aa e('{Ui-ll by othe:r (·.!(.~~ lc:if3G :. 

middle ra.nl~in;J c<~at.a3. 'i.'h~y are r.\,'1,$.nly Hind.un and ~.1.-a.VG tl·teir cr.nn 

u~a r din le·ct. 'i'he NeU<::l ~s a r<-:: -prt::d'.)ftt:L~3.1lt ly t radC!rs • » ut, .in 

;.jjJ;.!~.irfa~ the ?;i'et~n rs alStc} ore follnd as aGricv.lturisi:s. 'flte plains 

p~;oplc are ft't3.i!J1Y the tous:tncsa C"d.Sc\!:l (~·Znri.<lHI:is of n;;tjast!·:;an 

end naniyaa t)f Bihat: ana Uttar i?~ad~.:a~·1), and LH::ahrl\Uts~ t~st·!iltriya.a1, 

covGr~na C3ihar, Utb.m:r _Pl:adaS!:l; Har:V'r1n."lsr P ufljab~ r~.-.::ra.J.ajand west. 

i3cnual. Thr;:: !4.'ii.rt~alr! .... ·~· and 1:.1an!yao play a. (~jor .role in the staee _ 

IR Sil!ztd.m, la1raiat :t<>e:Ltgion .iS ;:?~. t:T~l fr.>r.ce, that 100u.:WS 

the: s~to-e,u:tt \lnl· l pat.t,f~it"n. of the people ool.ot¥.J.ifl:'J to. t h;ia f'i':tit.h. 

?.he pe"M~i!rS ,r,i.ld inf:lyence of the ir.-.:.-'rtt-lSturl.cs 'Nh.ich nro the stroni) 

the lalft)S are. involved :i.n all· r.)(;¢:!;:tSJ.on,s .in t.he life o.f a l)U~U~l,$.at. 

f~mily £r.C".llm. bJ.~:t.h to ueatl)• l:t is a oomrwJn prac~ice _u. ~rut the 



Non.:"lstery. 
4 

E:dUC9t.ion Han al'itlays one of the t.i:aditionnl functions 

of tl'le auddl1.ist mt;)llUSt.ery. ~~acms are ususlly rooruiterl both £1:otn 

·r.erchas ~ ~ Bhut .tas. ii'eopl<i.! are ea~-1er for t.h i;Ur sons to woonll,a 

111rtee• 'l1hey use ,to sny that if a St)11 is intellitJa'll;. and healthy, 
5 he should ba se1rit £or fllQ.t".oc')sti(:) training· • T.he rttorl.-lStery .ia the 

Pl·~ce t-Jher~ t~uddhista recai~ thci r ideal educat.io~1, and prac-

. tise their ideal prof~;Jsnion a!td tho lar.na from the intellectual 

elit'.e of sQC:iety ~lith an eMcee&ngl.y high preet-::: ige. The ~nast.ic ......... 

of tlle trnin.ir~, the Parent. or guard!atl of t.'he ooy p&repmu-es ~ 

feast for the lurQ.'lS of the gonr;'a• Tho actual train.i~XJ OO;J.ins 
~ ,, . " ' . ~ ' 

andKuny~l"a:l:e·in'the nature ofcno~.itJ.ate. '2he r.eal pr.iestllOod 

starts from .the st.ag(-l5 of Chinyel·, l~tat900 Chooj.it:ID i:10d chute~l'Pa• 

· · l(tma., who i'flaY be am••~.d by villager to r.-.arform. cel::emt>nies. r~ct ually, 

these ~?eri~s of ren.ke reprt~zent the various role:s of pricsc~; in 

the monast.iQ organ:I.zGt.,ion an~:i Play an assent ial part ·ir1 t.he 

· pray,~r services ond festivities .in t;.he gonpaca The ran1t of tlo~je­

'~;.opat'l (the. hc...ad o:3f t1·w: gont~) is reg~u::ded tot,':l £Hrcn.]' t.;.he t'•amas • 

..... 1\f f -q It a till at: •. ;.._~ ......... 

t!. n.ing u• ·~:ulJ't.t• tt t'<ioi)!l at :lc Edt,.\C<-1 t ion in ~;,t~J~rrt1 , ~~t!S~·J.! 
~~~.~-\tWiJ.t!:iJ.:.,'l,. ~\nnual l'~utfb~r, .1977 • [J• lCl. 

5 • ~ 1~"1 ne ~ C.*'h ie9 A P lt.n:a l socict y i~~ $11·:1-ti.m a A ~t udy of 
the tntorrl!llat.ions. of r.,epchaa, nhotiao an& Napali.t.f ·, 

, .in ~laisoondorf 9 . c.v. i?l.ll:'er (<::d .• ), (~Sc·G ..,.,nil k~.in in Nan":ll- . rtadi~ 
' . ~- . . ... ~._.,. ... ~ .............. ~~.~~ 
~. ;~s.ia .. PUbl.i.sJ·~~ng Houmet. l9~Q6, i-J• 227ec . _ - . 



in ~he process .of tr.a:init~") of lan~s becon'e higher. tree is 

us~ lly .rec(~ived in. qash t.ot4ether tJJ; h &-;i.nlUi and midday m;:als~ 

.n h.4· ' f· ""'t tlt"". ~'l ........ ~~u. ::en coroJ_.Ja:t'ison to the ~~ep;;:l'.lese, the anu .. ;4g.'~ ~tk'\ o;o .... J.W'bll ....... 

la.:n~ist hava a h.igher consw:V;:.tt.ioll rate. It is ma.:Lrtly because 

t~1® lan'la.i.St 'have to feed the fllt')nks r~gulazrly to oorn. msrit1 

they have to d(>n .. 11t:.~ in cash and ltinds to t.i1a .·ronaBtti:rifJs; nnrl 

p:tovi,:ie free labour service for ~Pa~rin;J t~ heavy structured 

gonp3s (rnotl:-'J.ater;i.ta:a). The l~1ID.:'list. thetaselves t.l'&eir tJJ:iests an:l · 

of co~nt.rv · liquor, wh.:tc.h is , ... 

1~~~~ 2\r;1r.:tculture is the r~-n!nst~y of the people of Sif"U.m 

and .ita econotf¥ is prirt\:irily based on tlgr.icult.m:e. The t.ot.al 

cult~ivat.ed area in Sil<tki.m ia nb~o"Jut t\..io lai-:h acres. (1:)15,54'1.89 

acr¢s'}. In spica of various mea.s1.4rea t:.o inoreai:3e the per acre 

production, the ateit.e' cm"ltinues to be dependent upon food grain 

import.~ 1:11 'ttle hirJh mr.)Laataj~EJ.S Ulit-0 the limit. Of human habitnt;.ion 

·aqricult I'Jrf;? .is ut~dt:;rt~er• siu~ by side with c:att la res~.rit-g anc.l 

cot~tage ir.tduatries~ In the mountait~s ~'i!hel:'e .. r.tce- ron not bt.a gro~~n 

_..,.,.,......._ ... 11r·•••• 

6. No}{ane, Ci1!.e_,. !bid. • .PP• 22'7-2 29~ 

1. $inha, ;....c., Ras«:':lurce lJ.ist.ribution <;Jnd aultir}le .n.thn:ia 
::tdent.:tty in a~kkim ,- ~n Haimend.orf, c. v. u'U.rer· (ea. l, t'·S.!af!. 
H~nh ... t.nnd Soc.l.eties, 1:ie•:a nel'hi. Gter1in'"1' Puul.ishe~.s ~h:11.-. ~~ _.. ... "'-Ai~~~ ....... • ,.. .. ~ . ' .., . ~) ....... 

t.irflitcd., 1~a1,. P•. 198. 
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suceesstully uarley, ~~.i.~~e, millet and potal":,oes aro i•"Zportarit 

c,.x_'}ps. The pr1t1c.tt1al crop~ '.Jl::'O~nl arc no:tne~ paddy, milJ.ct,, \'1heat, 

barley, cardamom,. applc«J potato, t'l."'anges~ buck \v!'l,sat, pine .... 

of rice cult...iVat..ion.. :r.n. few cas~s 'u'hu:1\• · c~ltivat . .tQn has con­

tinuGd r.ight to the pr•~s~nt. as nnoth~r c~u:H~ of agiieu.lt.ural 

p~rforrnance. Hies is grct~n 'l:~f>to about lpOO metres \·mE:rever · 

\~atcr ia available. ~11et ·paddy is :iraterspE'~~srad. ~lith. i!n ize in, 

dey fields an.:~ the_ latter j,,~ gl:o:·m Gven upto the h~~'l•;;ht.s of 

3p00 ffii1tres. Oranges and eardadtom 'consti.t:.ute t.t~ t.v~Q princiPal 

c:i!sh c::'~'lps. :r.n the ,.;et:.. iiliddle al~.it;;.Ude valleys. cardar~m .is 

-;rrcil.~n and or.angt':!S have been pla.nt:,ed ~xtensively upto about 

~oo ta~t.rf::s. 'l:hl.':~ other .ifl'portant caE~h crops of ~*ii>k!m, e;>:clutling 

"""\ 
cnx:damom and or:_;.ange.s are gin.ue:r and p~,;.i'ito. :tndeed.11 the sJJ;;.ki.m 

has acr·de"!f;,cl a clot, an a"-~·P:icult.U~l ~roPt aft.m: its association 

~:.'>':U:.h Indian Unlt'.:ln lrl 1975. since :nlmoet os pet·cent.9 pet-,ple live 

"i.n}':·rural a:t'fJla and the agricultuo~::al productS· COtlStitUt.e t.he 

il~dnstay of the state's agricult. m·al pct;~pl~, .it.s devel~iil~"~nt 

pro;1ramrnes and. polich~s oil fi'\slking bGSt ut.1J.J.sation ot limited 

lr.1nd r.esous~ees. ~J ild~im h .. ~s a li~nit,~ ed pot r3nt ial for e.!.;pand.in.g 

'"·- •**-' ... -~~ 
"' 



~rablca lnnd. The ,governmat~ hao, therefor~; laid great enpl1a$.d.S 

ou the developmGrtt of clnimal tmsb;1ndry as a subs.idiary occui:">a-

t ion in :t·ur.al art::as. 

The flbjo:t::" co1nrooreial establishrn;.;nts are controlled 

m:tinly by the ~-1al:\l~tlr:ts, 8an.1yr.,s and other t.rAd;;.,ra from the 

plains. They are !l\~.inly rao:ney•lenders, 9eneral merchants, 

c-:lothi~rs, \'Jholoa_ale d~ lers, hoteliers and \i.itle ·vendora •. j'., 

.nnd medium seale ;tndust.rial cst.aulishit'k;;'fltS have been d~ve.lor.'>eel 

in 5ii~i~im. undG~ tJ~ dcvelo,?rncru.~ plans sponsored by t.r·~ cer}tx:al 

.tnv~steu in e'ffores to rai.se the st:.an.u!:ird of 1.1v;tng of the __, 

develop~rent of education, public health, co:·n:nunicat.ioti and 

consequently the establ:tsrurt~nt of indust,r,ies thau;;h at a,: mini 

l~ve·l. The main imlustries ilre S.:l.f~};.im ;J.ist.illcries at nongpo, 

Govt~rnrnent Fruit Preoet:vat'.ion E'act:.o:t:y at;. ~jinut:rim; Jewel Factory; 

· Governfn<.:nt Cottaqe Tndu.stries; · 5ik~im ~r:tme Corporat.:ion; and. -

C~Jarette ~~acto1:-ies at i"fa~.itar, Hoit;n>o And o.Toreth.nng# H.ir~.im 

lJlining cor})orat:.~loa •. Z'l'le minor_ iud.ust.rles arc Cl:t;1;->et neaviil;J 

ur1it 6S; Handicraft-s· S; Pri.nL.ing Prtas6 6; ;·:r.:~oden Products G; 



the auricu lt. ure is t~ he lll.3.in oceupat ion of t:.he rural population 

in t#hicll cu.lt.:.i vat.ors nurrb0r 90,300 and agriculture lab.:.urera 

are 4020'7 t<.Jhile ot.hcrs are engaged in mining 59; mallu.fL1ct.uri~ 

p:i:c.x::essinJ se.rvicin~f, rep.:1:tr. etc." 406; conStl.uct:lco~n 3;793; 

tranBport.• stm:age and comrr&Uilicat.ion 1, 7781 p~rsov1s e;;naaged in 

·:t;actoey, fishit!'j, huntinu, plant.~ttion 6193 indust:L"'y, l.,033; 

trade and com~rce 2, .3.3a; .nnd otrer~ 6,944. 'the ~~&EHiV.)ers of 
·1o 

nr.m--.~orl~ers are. 98,236 • L·il\i1e l98l cem.HJB Hl"H:>t4S t.he l~.otal. 

nl,m'toc-r o.f. rtain t·Joz,i'~(~rs as l47 '$!43G· t.lf '~hich ~o. lO p~.~:::cont are 

cultivators, 3. 32 p~rcent. arc.: agrj,cult.ural laboure.:-:s and .l.r>e 

Gpheres .ln r'~cmt. t..i!\"l.es, the nu~tber of pt=.l.t:aona engaged in thot~~ 
' . 

9. St. ;ate .n.epcn:t 1\GJ!.i.eu ltural census . 1976-77, t.;ovt. of f;i;;if~l;;.tco, 
quoted in Jha i ~.h.~ ond Miehra, .'L. N ..... S:1J'-t{irt\ • GovernrMnt-

¥ ~~ ...... ~~-.- ..... ._~ 

iu~:t.;t.~:l,s~. ~\~mJ r;el:hio })ss r:st'.> 2\Jhli(.::a.t:it>n* 1gs~1, .p. 9. 

10. !bid., ~). 9 .. 


