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Modern Tibetan Phonetics.
With special reference to the Dialect of Gentral Tibet.
By Gnonams DE ROERICH.
The vast eleva,ted country of Tibet is intersected into

“snumerous deep valleys, separated from each other by mighty
mountain ranges sometimes difficult of access. The forbidding

- character of the country, its bleak uplands of the north, bare

wind-swept mountain sides, and mighty snow ranges, witnesses
of centuries of evolution, made a lasting and powerful imprint
on the hillmen of Tibet, their culture and language. The region
betweeri the upper course of the Yangtse and the Huang ho in
North-West China is said to have been the original home of the
Tibeto-Chinese race. The forefathers of modern Tibetans
invaded the country from the North-East.- The high table-
laAds of Koko-nor (about 10,000 ft.), and the surrounding moun-
tain country afforded sufficient grazing for the moving hordes,
and their cattle. It is from this gigantic ‘ place d’armes’ that
the hordes of ancient Tibetans, ‘displaced by some other mighty
‘human aval&nche, had been forced to seek new pasture grounds,
‘descending the river valleys of Eastern Tibet into Khamsand the -
South-Eastern corner of the country. Eastern Tibet is a highly
intersetted mountain country, and affords but little opportunity
for cattle breeding and nomad life in general. The character of
the country forced the raw nomads. o take up agriculture, and .
to settle along the fertile rivet va{lejs .+ Twons here some of the
newcomers moved up the stream’ of the Brahmaputra, and
settledin the fertile loess-covered valleys of Central Tibet, such
as the Kyi-chu, Nyang-chu, and the Yalung. :
- Another body of the invaders moving from the Koko-nor
regzon across the northern uplands, struck the mighty barrier
of the Nyen-chen Thang La, and was forced to turn westwards
along the northern slopes of the Transhimalayas south of the
Great Lakes, searching for an easy passage across the mountains
into the basin of the Tsang-po or Brahmaputra. The great
pilgrim route from Nag-chu and Naf-ru to the Kailasa
mountains probably represents an ancient migration route. I
hope to discuss in a separate article the question of this route,
and the curions megalithic monuments that are found all along
its length.
~ The valleys suited for cultivation in Central and Southern
Tibet, and some of the fertile wooded valleys in the south-east
of the country,‘have been the birth-places of Tibetan culture,
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G '~ native gram
'_ nans), and the peculismtxes of local pronuneciations in
1 t dialects. V]
- The whole country can be convemently divided into bve

- linguistic areas :—
~ I1.—Dialects of Westem Tibet. (Ladaki, Lahul, and the
e ﬂ'mhaw _dialects of Baltistan and Purxg) The so called

%ﬁ ﬁﬁ To-ke is the dlalect of the ?ﬁ NQG\ R&I lﬁ& BN

e X3 ]ﬁa. -ri Kor-sum Provmce, and represents an interconnecting

: link betweén the dialects of the far west, and those of th&
Central Provinces of Tibet Proper.

, This western group of dialects is by far the best known,

» - except for the dialect of T6. ?

i - II.—Dialects of Central Tibet. (The Lhasa dialect or

RQAIFS, U-ke, with a sub-dialect spoken in the valley of the

~ Pon-chu, and the Tsang dialect) ' The Lhasa dialect has been

- described in numerous grammars of which the best are by

- Sir Charles Bell, and Mr. Henderson. The Tsang dialect is

~ still little known, although a good many Europeans have lately -
visited Tashi- lhunpo and the Province. The differences bet-
ween the U dialect and the Tsang dialect is more in vocabulary,
than in phopetics. The Tsang dialect is ericher jn literary

“expressions. Ex. the pronoun Qﬂﬂ] bdag, pronouneed ‘dak’

is commonly used in the Tsang dialect, whereas in ‘the ' dialect
E’, pa is used instead of it. The Tsang dialect uses ] ),

‘u-dag for the Lhasa E'ﬁi. pa-tsho, pmnounced gan-tsho < we .

111 —Dialects of Southern Tibet. (The dialéct of To mo
_or Clyimbi Valley, and the various Himalayan dialects of Tibe-
+ tan stock).
The group of dialects has been described in the ngulstle
Survey of India, Vol. I1I, Part 1.
.1V.—Dialects of Eastern and South-Eastern Tibet. _(The =
- dialect of Khams / the region round Chamdo/, the dialect of
Amdo-Derge, and dialects of Kong-po, Po -yul, and the Tsha-
: rong).
33 ‘3; The dialects belonging to this group are almost completely
E - unknown. 1In Vol. 1II, Part 1, of the Linguistic Survey of -
4% \‘-,; India is found a brief sketch of the Khams dialect. Rev.
i Jaschke in the phonetic table appended to the Introduction of
his Tibetan-English Dictionary has given the pronunciations of
- an Eastern Tibetan dialect without specifying it. - W. Rock-
hill in his “The Land of the Lamas” (New York, 1891) has
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given a short phonetic table of different proaunciations accord-
ing to Eastern and Central Tibetan dialects. (Amdo, Pa-nag,
\Li-thang and Tsha-rong). The Dictionaire Tibétain-Latin-
Fran¢ais by Roman Catholic missionaries published in 1899
at Hongkong contains a number of words and expressions used
in these dialects. © )
V.—The archaic nomad dialects, consisting of the dialect df
Nya-rong, the dialect of Go-log with the sub-dialects of the
Pa-nags, the dialect of the Hor-pas, and the dialect of the Chang-
pas, the northerners, spoken in the vast region from Nam-ru
jn the north-east to far into the T8 Na-ri Kor-sum Province
where it imperceptibly merges into the dialect of T5. The
Hor dialect or Hor-ke can be divided into two sub-dialects, the
sub-dialect of the Hor-pas north of the Thang La Range, and the
sub-dialect of the Hor-pas south of the Thang La, (the five tribes
of Tse-mar; Atak-Thomi, Atak-Memar, Komora, and Paoro).
This last one is strongly tinted by the Central Tibetan dialect.
¢ The Hor dialect preserved the pronunciation of certain prefixes.
the voiced pronunciation of ancient voiced, and even the voiced
pronunciation of some of the unvoiced. All the nomad dialects
have as their common characteristic the pronunelatxon of cer-
tain prefixes. The treatnient of these prefixes varies accord-

ing to dialects: %:’4], zlog: Nya-rong and Go-log: zi-log; Hor:

z2-log; Po-yul and Kong-po: dok; Lh. dok (But in N&!';_:{?\

lam-zlog, pronounced lam-lok, ¢ wrong Ways or ‘heretical
doctrines.”)

5151, Nya-rong and Go-log: zé’,-la-wa; la-wa; za-wa;

Hor, of Thang La: za-wa; Hor of Nag-chu-ka: da-wa; Po-yul
and Kong-po: da-wa; Khams ; da-wa; Lhasa : da-wa, “month.”

. EET\N, rjogs, * finished”, Pa-nag and Go-log: riog,
Lhasa :j-ol‘. ( . *
AF'9, (gro-ba) to go; Pa-nag: jfo-wa; Hor: do-wa;
Lhasa : do-wa. ’
SN, “ time ”’, Ba-nag a;nﬁ Go-log:di ; Hor: di; Lhasa: ti.
.q}@‘ﬁ'ﬂ, gfan-pa, © another,” Pa-nag and Go-log: Zan-pa ;

Hor: Zem-pa; Lhasa: éem -pa and 38-pa. (A peculiarity of the
Pa-nag dla,leet is the aspirate pronunciation of the initial

¥, dp--. Ex. ﬁgi , dpun, “army,” Pa-nag: huy; Hor:
pun; Lhasa: pug.
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-ﬁl{al, dpal, “glory”’, Pa-nag: hal: Hor; pal; Lhasa: pé.

A glance at this table of Tibetan Linguistic Areas willg
suffice to show that the most archaic dialects are found on the
outer border of the country in distant mountain valleys, or on
uplands difficult of access, and distant from.any important and
frequented trade-route. It is well known that the Lhasa dia-
lect is the most important dialect of the country. It is the
language of the only densely populated district of Tibet, the
language of the capital, the language of Tibetan oﬂicxaldom,
and the every day idiom of the learned class It is
understood almost everywhere in Tibet, and in some pla.oes
even supersedes the local dialects. Should the Lhasa Govern-
ment have succeeded in establishing a strong grip over the
country, the Lhasa dialect would have undoubtedly become
the language of the whole country. Tt is the most evolved
dialect of all the Tibetan dialects rapidly moving to a
state of things when the tone and position in a gentence will o
determine the meaning of words. Throughout the present
paper the dialect is referred to as Modern Central Tibetan.
~ The dialect has six fundamental characteristios :—

(1) The loss of all prefixes and suffixes.
(2) The palatalization of vowels and consonants.

(3) The change of all voiced consona‘nts into unvoiced
of correspondmg class, and the preservation of voiced after
prefixes.

(4) The loss of final denta,l nasal, and the nasa.hzatmn
of the precedmg vowel.

(6) The simplifying of compound consonants changing
them into domal dentals, #nd palatal affricates.

(6) The important part played by ,the tone or a,coust;ie y

I'shall describe the phonetic peculiarities of the Modern
, Centfal Tibetan under the above six headings.

. The table of sounds of the modern Tibetan is as follows:
It will be noticed, that the number of’letters in the alphabet,
reproducing the language of the VII-1Xth century A.D., does
not, correspond to the number of actually existing sounnds in .
1\Iodern Central Tibetan :, -

W, ‘a’isa low back wide vowel as in the Italian word

¢ padre.”

According to natlve Tibetan Grammana.ns there is no
separate sound ‘a,’ it being inherent in.each of the sounds of
the Tibetan alphabet.

a,: a corresponding long.
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Tibetan tone system, its ancient aspect, and the differences

= % between the ancient Tibetan, and the Modern spoken

oTibetan. Such a study necessitates a thorough comparative
study of all the existing dialects from the point of view! of their

- respective tonetics, and the settling of the question of the in-

- fiuence exercised by the prefixes and suffixes on the tone

- My object is“to give a descriptive account of the tone sys-
tem in Modern Central Tibetan, as spoken in the provinces of
U and Tsang. :

* A tone is essentially an acoustic pifch inherent in the word.
Of all the Tibetan dialects, the Modern Central Tibetan has the
fullest tone system, which plays a highly important part in it.
In every®Tibetan word there is inherent a certain tone, and
words otherwise phonetically identical can be distingnished by
their different tones. The tone system of the Tibetan language
must hade undergone considerable changes in the course of
time, and the modern spoken dialects have a varying number
of tones: It is well known that tones are often due to the dis-
appearance of prefixes. The ancient Tibetan has been an
‘essentially dissyllabie language, most of its words being com-
posed of a prefix and an accented root. The unaccented prefix
with a very short wowel (irrational) gradually wore away, and
the accent on the word, which became a monosyllable, gradually

~ehanged into a melody or tone, indicating the former. existence
of the disappeared prefix. In those dialects in which the pre-
~ fixes are still used, there is less necessity for tones. Such idioms,

_ as the Western Tibetan dialects, the archaic nomad dialects of

- the Ngrth-East, and some of the East Tibetan dialects, which

¢t have preserved the pronunciation of some of the prefixes, have

. almost no tone system altogether, on the contrary those of

- Central Tibet, and some of the South-eastern Dialects (Kong-

# po, Po-yul), which have lost the pronunciation of prefixes,

- . dev®loped a tone system, essential for the correct understand-

ingeof a Tibetan sentence. To transcribe the Modern Central

Tibeban phonetically without indicating the tone or acoustic
pitch will render the language utterly unintelligible.

Different scholars proposed- different schemes of Tibetan
tone system. Rev. Jaschke distinguished between two tones,
the high and the deep one. The high tone, according to him,
is found in words beginning with soft consonants preceded by a
prefix or else beginning with a hard consonant, the second was
found in words beginning with uncompounded soft consonants

- in the written language. Rev. Jiischke, who did much ex-
- cellent pioneer work in the field of Tibetan phonetics, laboured
in Western Tibet, and his scheme of Tibetan tones does not
gver well the system of tones existing in Modern Central Tibe-
n. . .
. Rev. Graham Sandberg, whose object of study has been
‘tl;e'Modem Central Tibetan, distinguisheﬁ three tones:
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Translation.

A father having lost his son, set out to search for hime
Unable to firgd the boy, he settled ina certain country, and bé-
came very wlalthy. One day he got a glimpse of his son fof a
‘moment,-and recognised him. 5 v
> He thought: <Tf I take hold of him at once, he will fear
punishmen? from the king or a quarrel, and will run away.”
Agcordingly he did not hold him, but left him among the
. beggars. Whken the boy came again, he bid him sweep the
street, gage him plenty of food, and said: “If you do it well,
you can perform some work in the house;’” and he assign®d
him a task®in the house. A little later he entrustegd him ‘with
the key of ¥He store-room. ' >
9 After some time had elapsed, the father, feeling his death
- approach, said to the assembled relatives: ‘This is my son. -
He has been lost, but returned to me after a longperiod. I
am aging ; conduct yourselves towards him, as towards me. I,
* place him under the mercy of the Protector.”
: So do the learned preceptors instruet their pupils, first
beginning with easy assignments, and gradually establishing
them in learning.
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