Chapter 11

SMAROJINT HAIDY we THE LAST ROMMNTIC

Sarojini Naidu holds a wnique position not only in
the history of Indo-Anglien literature, but also in the
history of modern Indis. Her two-fold pexsonality is no%,
howaves, the sxpression of my confused duality smownting
to contradiction) rather, it is a varied mmifestations of
the same poetic self that she dearly possessed, Verily, she
war & ‘Nightingale of India', as Gandhiji affectionatdly
called her, who sang of Indie in her poetry and politics alike.
The ‘birdelike quality' in her was the driving force behind hex
besutiful lyrics s well as her selfiless and passionste
patriotism,

One of the grestest women of her time in Indla and cne
of the grxeatest in the world, Sarojini was born on Fedrusry 13,
1879 st Hyderabed in an illustrious Bengali Bramin family that
migrated fyom East Bengal / mow, Bangles Desh /. The
Chattopadhysys fanily had a long tradition of rich cultural
heritage. In the words of Sarojini herself

My sncesters for thouwsands of yeass have been
Wmotmami;mmuacm grest
dremmers, grest scholars, great sscetics)
mugmangmaf. e 17.-.
e nﬂwmuouhhubﬂnmm

lure, I suppose, in the whols of Indias there
axe fow men whose learning is grester than his,



m ;:'m”u: ”:mmm Sreatogs that swey the vorld's
g nystery.
A great linguist —a mmster of Hebrew, Vrench, Semmmn, Gxesk,
Sanskrit, Rengali, Urdu and English, Aghorenath Chattopadhyays
her father, was virtually "a walking encyclopecdis. 7Thers wes
nothing he didn't know literally.*3 A grest sciemtific
genius, Aghorenath was the first D.Jjc, of India from &
fxm foreign University, namely, Edinburgh Univessity in 1877,
On hiz returs fzom England he went to Hycderabad end settled
there, He founded the Nizmm College mé Yenained its
Principal mmd Chief Pgtron, Rabindranath 13 believed to have
confessed before Harindramath, Sarojind's younger brothes
that the strage character in his Hypary Stongs was one but
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Aghopenath Chattopeitiyays. Once Siy P.C.hoy, the sminemt
scientist of Dengal, while trevalling fwom Calcusts to
without mowing thet he was talking to Aghorermiihr’s youngest
son ¢

‘Wumaﬁm hgném&
one vesy grestest o given
mm.m»uamw;m one

of our very greatest,”3d

He was also a mystic #f the highmst ordex, who saw md
realised the Universe as part of his own being. Harindransth
says 3

*osn mwmuumm

nacrososn and nicrecess, words which

sent my brain whirling into flights of

mwmthw
He would ofuan say to his young children s “"Sady, I =
M...mm%'s In a way he was am eccantric, too,
that the lsaming of English language in the pew age that was
deming in Indis wes highly essential for the new gensration

m-mm

w&nlﬁﬂa
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in leaming the lmnguage. Their whringing aad efusstion
wores, tharefore, done in an stmosphere that was more English
then Indtan. Yet, he cherished in his heart the spdrit of
Indisn nationaliem, Hs “took an active part in the Indimm
Hational Congress from its very inceptioe”.® In celisboration
with Abdul Qayun bhe sstablished a braach of the Congress at
Hydarebad, He took inttistive in getting the writings of
oseya Tilak and Bipin Chandys Pal printed and distridbuted
ak Ryderabad, Ssrojini had the proud privilege of being the
danghter of such a grest man like Aghorensth. Certainly,
Aghozenath was one of the most vital of the formative
infivences on Sarojini,

Ko less strong wves the influsoace of Varsda Sundari
Devi orn her daughter, Sarojini. In keeping with the family
tradition, she was wellewvarsed in s nunber of languages. She
used to speak to her huwband in Bengall, thedr mother tongue
+o her children in Hindwtani and to the sesvents in Telagu.
She inew smowgh English to be able to write in and convemse
with her Ewxopesn friends, Her youngsst son, Harindransth
in his Life f Myself rwmenbers her swvest voice which won
her the Vicezoy's gold medal for singing during her student

— - e
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days An East Bengal. She wriote & few lyrics in Bengsii in
her yowthi« A fullefledged mistrass of the housa, where gussts
amd visitors of all rumks pouxved in day in mad dey out, she
was loving seligious mad hospiteble, Ehe was one of the
£Arst inmates of the ‘Sharat Ashram' founded by Keshab
Chmndra Sen, 8he was extremely happy with her husband md
her children. Harindrenath, also s eninent poet snd playwstpht
of Indo-Anglian litersture, says, 8 "They wars not merely human
parents, m:emmummw.’ He further says
*Pather and mother wers one, absolutaly one sharing striking
gualities of generosity end wisdom of an unfaltering love of
namentty® 5

Such were the parents vhose influance moulded the taste
tenperanent and parsonality of the children, Sarojinti iakbibed
her father's spirit of craving for Pesuty, his liberal attitude
to religion, his simplicity, his lofty idesls and, ashove all,
his visiocnary seal. Harindranath is ﬂdmmt renownied
poets of Indo~Muglisn litersture of the modemm age. HMe is ah.
8 composer, an actor aw! e playwfight. Virendramath, another
brother of Sarwiint, was & linguist like his father, He Inew
sixtesn languages and had complete mmtery af the Saglish
1mmguage. A grest ma though whonoured dy history,

i i
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Virendransth was & star smong the revolutiovariss. Mis name
wes a pass-word in the 1914-1918 war in the cengs of Geommn
soldiers. He spent most of his life a8 & pstriote-axile in

Gemeany.

The Chattopathysya family at Hydersbed was unigue in
many respects, It hed the singular distinction of cultivating
wisdom &nd culture, The home envirorment was just suited to
the rich cultural tradition of the family. ZThe houss the
s 1ived in had en aristocratic and dignified
look, It had to be so, as Aghoremath was & V.I.Pe in the
Hizem's esctate. There was @ beautiful garden in the front and
at the back there was & kind of "wood’ vibrating with the music
of birds, The vernda walls were crowded with large botmical
plates frmmed like pdotures. Harindrsmath fondly calls it
"e museoum of wiséom and culture & 200 crowded with e medley
of strange types <« some even verging on the mystie, for our
bome was open to all alike."’ People of all ranks and
professions and of all colours, cmeeds ad religiome were
equally welcons to this liberal home of Dr. Aghorensth
Chattopadhyays. Aghosenath wes also liberal ¢ his childrem,
They ware allowed to imbibe frealy the varied influences to
whigh they wight be exposed. They wexe not unduly cloistered
ox restricted in their relstionship with the outside worxid,

9« Zhider DelSe
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Rather, they wvere nade to fesl that life was a continwows
process of ‘rainbows mnd fancy happemings®, All these
fastorn ~« the lideral home snvironment, the cultured
and wderstanding pasents, the traditionslly sensitive
Rengali tampersment snd the city of HEyderabad itaelf,
which was the sest of a sophisticated medieval Muslim
Culture- ogmbioesd together to mould mmd stisulate the
young mind of Sarejint Chattopediyaya.

Like all other children, Serojini had her early
sducation from her parents, particularly from her father
who wes & 'living Encyclopesdia’. Pz Aghozenath, & tireless
teacher-sciontist, would £111 their minds with all soxts
of knowledge and his subjects would range from English
language ad literature tO astzomomy and religion. Along
with such an isspising non-formal education at home, Sarviianl
received formal school education at Hyderabad snd Madras,
&he passed the Matriculation Exskinstion from Madres in 1891
&t an early age of twelve and was placed in the Fixst Cless.
Besides, she stood first in the said exmmination in the
mtire Presidency of Nelras sad was the fimst girl to 4o se.
Unfoxrtinmately, she sufferesd fyrom illi-heslth and it s%00d in
her wvay of continutng fommal studiess but 1t could not
prevent her fron extensive Teading on various aubjects at
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Although Sazojini's father wamted har to be the
£imet lady sciantist of India Gestiny willed otherwise
and she Begmm to show her postic lemings fxom her vexy
earxly age., She wrots @

"one whens X was elaven, I was sigh
m‘?;m in Algebray it woulda't come g U

mw:m”mun
zwmnm :mmmw*m

mﬂl’g:m:” w::wotthamwimw
doctor 8
:hvu uf' m‘im.m

iww xwwwimaz »13
mmx:mm«.m

These early works, including the play Jips in blmmk
verse, rmained wnpublished sné 1s now presexved in the
Arxchives of National Libgerxy, Caicutta, Her axtensive
resding of the Rommtic and Victorisn Foets like Shelley
Keats, Temnyson ¢ Browuing snd slse the Pre-Raghaslites
imitative verses, It wvas ok this time that & hitter
axparience shook up her rommmtie-idealist attitude to life.
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Preiledld,




s 47 2

mmum:uw‘hmnuammwmm
i fepdeiitak £ depressing exparience was counter-balmced
by mother experience that wes plessing & well w maciting,
On her visit to Sholapur at the age of fiftesn, she chanced
to meet a young hmdsome doctor named Govindarajulu Naldw

fxom iadhze. She fell psssionastely in love with him. Hex
pPaxents weye very much disturbed st this uvnexpected tumn of
events anc disapproved of their merriage on the ground thet
Sarojini was too young and of fll«health and DPr, Naidu wes

& aonebrahmin. 58 i1in 1895 they sent her to England with »
scholarship from the Nizam with the hope that, being ocut of
sight, Dr, Naidu would be cut of Sarofini’s mind and these
would be an end to the problemy but in vain,

Iz England, she stayed only for three yesrs, &he was
first admitted to King's College, London, fox, being too
mmmﬁcmmuumemm Cadridge,.
ammmimu-mmameoum Howeves,
she wes not happy in her class-mon which seamed to stifle
hex free romantic spirit, Bored with the disciplined courses
of stuly, she oftem would play trxusmt and wander showt in
the Bnaglish countrysids to satiste her romantic Uhirat om
the one hané and, on the other, to choose inds and flowers
a8 subjects for her poetry, In Englad ahe was Sfortmates
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encugh to be the ward of Miss MNamning who haed dome much for
Indien students in England. It wvas in Miss Hamning’s modest
and hospitadle rooms that she met some of the grest literary
figures of the day incliwding Bdmund Gosse, the nan who put
her fimmly on the path of becoming a poet. Boon sfter herx
argival in BEnglend, Sarojini wes introduced by a fellow-student
to Ednund Goese, & poet mé a critic and the Clark Lecturer
at Casdridoes, 6he was also introduced to Arthur Symons,
another English poet and e¢ritic of the deyy and through them
she made her way to the Rhymexs® Club, AL Miss Mamning's

she also met Willign Archer and Heinemaon, her future
publisher, The small Indian girl with her talent, beauty

and parsonality very soon earned the friendship of these great
literary figures, Eammd Gosse and Arthur Symons, in particular
came vexy close to her and were pleassed to be her poetic mentors.
Undezr thelir care mnd guidance she successfully launched out
to"be s poet, After her fateful intzoduction to Edmund Gosse
she showsd some of her verses to him and, om going through
them he st once recognised her postic potentiaslity her
technical skill and her mastery of the Baglish language, But,
st the smme time he was disappointed to note that har vesnes
were imitative and insipid, and 4314 not breathe am alr of her
native comtry. He felt that she had been Anglictizing hex
feslings an¢ dealt with English themes with which she was not
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sxpected to have intimate touwch, He, therefore, advised her
to forget the robins and skylazks of the English countryside
and like a trues Indism poet of the Deccan give acue
'Wﬁ““‘“ﬁm* oive, of the
principle of of such
MMMHMW‘MO!
MMh&mmmthﬂmﬁ
dreem that $¢ hed soul® 1i
Sarojini et once took the advice to heart, for she reslised
that 4t came from no mesn a person like Gosse and that it
was well-meant and technically sound, She lost no time o
give up her English vein and looked to India for imspiration.
As a result, the poems written after 1895 are different fixom
and make better impressions then the sarlier ocness. No wonden
therefore, that she dedicated her first volume of poems,
to Edmunéd Gosse, her mentor, who .hwod
her 'the way to the goldem threshold’ of gemuine poetry.

Another Englishuan of letters who patronised and
stimulated her postic gemius was Arthur Symons, a Foet-member
of the Rhymers® Club, HNHe was favourably impressed by her
posms and wrote an ‘introductiom' to I))
which he has left a Cetaliled deseription of her appesarace
ad pessonality. She earned his friendship and patronage

]
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atter soms of her poens wexe read to him in 189 on the sdvice
of Edmund Gosse, A faw of her letters, till now wapublished
but the contents of which are referved to in Appandix IXI of
Ixsat yar Xhan's Saxeiini Naidy * Ihe Posk (Wew Delhi s A.Chand
& Co.) reflect that hexr relation with Symons was very intimate
and personal. Like Gosse, he recognised the postic genius in
her and, even on her return from England he continued to pley
a decisive role in her poetic cazeer, He noted in her poetsy
an individual beauty mmé chamm, for she hed something fresh
to say, something at any rete was comparatively fresh to
mqlmmwmmm she had coomand of a technique of
selection md arrengement of lsnguage wnd meter which expressed
something fyesh in poetically effactive foom., NMe traced in

hexr poeme " .~ 0 Lol dha
b tenpearament, the tespermment of s woman
of the East, ding sxpression through 8
vestemm  and under partly

' ‘ wantern
“ﬂlwamt md there is ‘”ﬂﬂ nagic

Mong al) other édistinguished mesbers of the Rhgmexs' Club,
Sywmons came closer to her possibly becamee he himself had o
Wutwwzw; pexhaps due to his Welsh mmd
Cornish ancestrxy, that ensbled him to understand and apprecists
& dremmerx like Sarojini, It wes he who understcod her as »

_— e
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person most and introduced her to the West dy gently
persusding her to publish her poems, But, it was
in thelr compmny that she

" fnproved the verbal amd technical agocomplishment,

the mastery of phrase anéd mythm, without which

she could not have translated hear visions and

experiences into melodious poetry.*1d

From England Sarojini returned home in 1898 without

a formal degres, but with ¢ kind of maturity that vas
wmdoubtedly uweful to her poetic caveex, On her way home
she broks her joumey for sometime in It,ly to gain hsalth,
Immediately after her retugn to Indéia, she married
Px. Govindarajulu Ratdw, M.B.,, C.M,{(Edin), Medical Officer
%0 His Highness the Migm's Iaperial Service Troops at
Hadras om December 2 of the same year wder the Indimm
Special Marriage Act in spite of strong opposition from
both sides on the ground of caste. The newly welds were
extremaly hapry in their homa, 'The Goldem Threshold' buile
on Nizem Shahi Road in Hyderabad, The house wes welleogned,
for it was the threshold of golden hospitality offered to
men of learning and culture, including great Arsdic and Pexsien
scholazs, MNrs, Sarojini Naidu took charge of her new home mmd
performed happily all the chores of & howsswife, In quick

- - NS
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sueeession she Doms four children-~-twd sons d two
daughtess, Jayssurys ths sldest scn, becams s mmber of
the Paziisment later on. He vas follewed by Pedmajy who
of Wast Bengal. Rmnafhirs died pramsturely, but Lilssoni,
the youngest Csughtar, became welleknown in culturel eircles.
Samjini leved her childosn desply @nd in her posm Rp Ny
Shildzen she sesks life's swestness and love, its victories
and Sortunes for her childzen,

Saroiini lived the most happy nd contented life for
the fiwst few years of har marrisge; her passionate love
vas readily reciprocated by Dr, Raidu. Her face glowed with
the joy of mothemhoos and love of her husband., As s chaming
graceful and hospitable hostess in her o home, Me wes highly
populaxr smong her valued gussts, She was £3ee fxom the cares
md anxietise of her family 8 well as of her parents, Sugh
8 hapry-going domestic life might have thwarted any other
women's pursuits in erestive writings, But it could mot
eripple Saxojini's Nume snd her ensygy reigned supsrems. She
anumcmhtwmmuwmﬁt
poet &t the sgme tine; rather, it may be said that harx postis
wqmnmummnmumamu
Some of her poems of this period appesred in Tha Jndia hadiss’®
Naganing in 1901, when her first child wes kom, Ian 1908
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the fizst volume of her poems, christensd as Tha Goldem 1) |
after the name of hexr houne, waspubiished by Willimm Heinsmann,
London, The volume, dedicated to Edmund Gosse contained a
valushle ‘Introduction’ by Aurthuy Symons who took the
initistive to publish hexr posms. The publiication of this
voluea, which contained forty short posms, brought her to the
notice of posts md critics in England and she Listantly rese
to fame. On this volume some of the comments sppearing in
the British Press in 1903 are mention-worthy t The lLondon
Iipgn remacked ¢

u.MMymm‘:‘m mnagim

her pmse delight

J‘ﬁ.mmmmum

m-mmmglﬁt of cur msasures. mm:.;a
suing of har verse, Hex peetry somms

s dtsels, = if hey swifs thoughts ad s:m

&&m agtm into lyrcice of thempelves.*}

2 ohsexved s

'&u ammme;’zmtwum:‘mm

' m Ry o8 contuined

Tha delfem Ihamhald by Sasofins Natéw Its
joests Blake, it is always

astern Colour is - s it

3be Bexisx of Bavigs fox October, the suse year wrote 3

‘M kxwmmmm«m
wnma&
mmmxmm forefyont I wust

TR ma;s W
Rew Dalhi,
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place Serofini Naidu's smquisitely musical

colleztions of Oxiental iyxios amd Peems,
This iittie volume should silemce forever
mwmm daulazes that women camnot

write poetzy,* 16

The. Nosning Foas declared

"Ihe hook is ons not merely of ascomplishment,
MMgm uhmm&mua
WM.

4 cpmmented §

“The pictures are of the Emst 4t 418 tzue &

but there is something fundsmentally bumsn in

them that seems to prove that the best song

Xnows nothing of East or Wess.”18
There are nony more such appraisals from both tha Britiash
and Indian Press, which conclusively show that Sawojini hes
by now become & prokising lyric poet of Indias. Although the
contents of the volume are varied in theme the poams may
broadly be divided into three categories, nmely, *folkesongs‘',
‘songs for music' and 'poens', Seme of the poews like

reflective note tha the folleeongs and songs for music,

L " o e .

36, ARdfee Ped?.
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The second volume of her poems, cslled Tha Riid af Line
containing fortysix shost yoems mf an 'Introdection’ by
Rommd Gosse, wes published by Willimm Heinemann, Londom in
1912. It was dedicated to the memory of har parmts. The
titis of the book 45 borrowed from EBdward Fitserald's
translation of the Ribalyat of Onar Khayyem o

*Ihe Bird of Time has but & little vay 19

To fly - and 10 § the Bird is on the wing,"
This volume, t00, was lmaded squally by the press and the
eritics, The poems dsaling with love, soxcow, life, desth
and nature preflect that the gizlish ecstasy of the post
noticed in Th § is over ané she appeass quite
maturs in her selection of themes and her tone is much graver,
In his ‘Introduction’ Gosse observed that there had dawned

“mother focet of her eninent caress « in close

conpanicnship with sozxsowy she had known the

joy aad slao the despair of consolation, The

sight of mush suffexing, peshaps, has thinned her

& aminegarimnds od darkened the asure of her sky...
these things have not slachened the lyric

npmqllua‘ mmm mit

intensi

That the reception of the book was spontanecous can be traced

"r — ” o R
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in the oksexvation of the Inxighine Fons ¢

"My Naidu hos not snly enriohed our
LRAS Lhtimate eletion with the spirit,
u s

b+ &ma?- mysticism and the elmx

In the Rail Edwazrd Thomes, am English Foet and
critic, wrote : "She has wore than e profusion of besutiful
m&m"sz‘t while Zha Bocknan ceclared s “She possesses hex
qualities in heaped m~m"n

The third anéd the last volume of Sarojini’s poens
published during her life time is The Brokem Wing published
in 1917 by the zame publisher, Willimm Neinemann, lLondon.

Tho title, of the volune 15 symbolic and a cesual guestion
from Gopal Krishna GoXhale hac decided it. The question was
"Why should & song-bird 1like you have a broken HW“ ad her
answer was in the opening poem itself 3

‘Mdsxmhmwuﬂn-anuﬁ
And scale the stars upon my broken wing

In this volume of poems the easy flow of lyricism i waning

R et ——— —— MV A

23 IR Do 340
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23« Zai@er 237,
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but the poetyy is gaining in life's poignmey d seriouwsness.
The poet atrives st & greater matuxity, wammth of feeling ma
depthh of soul than in the previows two volwmes.

'MmmegMnmﬂm
and staxts a new life so to speak, This

poens hare are mot uh the spoantaneocws
of the fow myetical verses she prewviously wrote,
three thMmWWhmﬁ%?
ﬁl | & ,m‘*‘ i L : * . T

Aguin, FPadmini Sengupta cheerves

" svseit 18 not wondex that not only the pathos
but the tmtm&m otuaeu gm ave Baflected

rearranged though not chronolegicelly, anéd published by
Dodd, Mead & Co, in UsSsAs and later in Indis by Kitabletam,
Allshabad in 1943, Iha Feather af ¥he Pam is & collection
of Samiini’s poems, not published during her lifetime
vere collected in & volune snd edited by her dmughtes,
Padmaje Baitus These posms, thirtyseven in number, wriktes

AN A

» KRifes PetSe
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written during s period of great poetical agtivity, are of
variows types, 7The volume was first published in 1961 by

Asfa FPublishing Howse, Bombay. BSesides, a fav poems writtem

in her childhood belonged to the period 1893-'96 mmé were
collected together and published wmder the title Rums vy

This volume is not svailsble now.
rh‘nmumm printed on rough papes, in the

Aschives of the National Libragy at Calcutta., In 1903 Samjini
wrxote a fantesy celled Nilmbuis (The Blue Lotus) which remained
wnpublished for many years, It was later included in
G.AMagtesan & Co, of Madres in 31919, 7This prose-poem is
directly smtodiographieal presenting the beautiful dremm-pictures
that Sarojini dxew then she was fimst stepping out into the
world «" a bud blossoming into flowex, its petals opening

their delicate besuty to the wam glow of the golédem nm.”

Samjini’s poetical career was cut short by her
pazticipation in the political movemsnts of the day.
Hex essogiation with ths nationalist movement began a8 early
s 1904 vhen the ecighteenth session of the Indian National
Congzess wes held at m. She wes alrxsady acquainted with
the activities of the Congzess through her fsther who, in
collabozation with Abdul Qayus, eatsblished a bramch of

il
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Congress st Hydersbad, She had the chance of mesting some
great nationslist leadess like ’herog Shah Mehta C.X.
Chintamani and Gopal Krishna Golhale. She also had the
opportunity of being stquainted with the writings of
Lekxsmanya Tilak and Bipin Chandre Pal, which wess printed

and distxibuted by Aghorenath at Hydexabaed.
Her visit to the Bombey session eof the Indian National Congress
in 1904 beagan to play a vital mole in dstemining her future
carzear. Her political 1ife came to & sudden halt in 1913 mnd
all these yosrs ahe had been struggling betwesn two ideals,
nmely, her allegisnce to the Muss ané her love for Mother
Indiess The overpowering passion of love for motherliasnd finally
possessed her., She turned to be g patriot in the true setse of
the tesm, BMut Sasojini the patriet could not be fundmmentally
different fyom Sapojini the Fost. "She talks politics but in
the woxds of a M.” says P.,B.lhanspala wvhile recollecting
her political spesches, Professor Mmalendu Bose recollects one
of her spesches and describes &

*The speaksr no longer sesmed to be a mortal woman)y
she became tramsfigured (into a3 resplendent POrBORAGE
ot awwaemmmmumhmwm
flowed,"

It 48 not trus thet she lost her poetic fervour md
stopped composing poems, Some of her posss included in

29, nwng 1% And. {Mondom s Dewid
n Ltd,, § + PuBle
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iites It will, therefore, be Szust 0 say that hex peetis

HoweweRlh she ontareld the politicel movements of the day not
& politician but as & patzist and she Carried on har pootis
fozvous into patriotism,

Puring the fopustive yeams of her public life Sagojini
His infiwence on her life wes desp and lesting, Sasefini
zegerded him a0t auly &8 & Preceptor but = & close end
intimate friend, Ghe dedicated a yosm 40 the'’Nencsial Verses®
sncluded in Zha BEnhen MiRg ¢0 sclmewledge hexr dabe to this
gvest nmicnaiist lesten, In mother pown, Qo Selbala’s
fondly she Sssasured her ssscnistions and Srientabip with the
geest leades, Coihale was styuck by Sarojini®s talomt end

3¢ ReR.hatnagany SRl Peite
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sincerity a8 early &s 1902. Vexy oftem he would affectionstely
addzess her as ‘child’ and would sdvise her so dedicate herself
to the sexvice of the motherimd, Once on a tarzece togethen
GoMhale said o Sexofind s

"Stand here with me with the stass and the hills

Teo this call of the grest man Eaxvjini resdily responded with
her consent. In 1906, on hearing her address on ‘VNomen's
Educstion’, Gokhale complimented her so wamly thet she fels
inspired to carxy on her pastriotic idssls with Penewed vigour
and enexgy. Sarojini regarded her relstionship with Gokhale
an one of the exowning honours of her life. She met him lwt
on Octobar 8, 1914 when she left Englmmd for home, HNs had ¢
stay there for his prolonged iAllness md at the time of
Sarojini's departure he ones sgain reminded her that her life
belonged India and she ves to remenbdar that, forX he might not
have the chancs to mset hur again, Sarojini fondly remenders
all this in “"Lovely Comrede” published in the Fambay Chromicles
soon after he dled ou February 19, 1913. Te her Gelhale

wes ‘s saint and a soldier of national rightecusnase', 8he

L e AN
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proposed that the beat homage ¢f the moumful millions who
gathered sound GoXhale's fumeral pyre would be to

*Kindle their soculs with consecrated fire

Caught from the brave tesch fallen fyxom thy hang,

To sumaous and o serve owr aum land

And in & dally worship teught by thee

Ughuild the temple of her wmity.”3d
She herself made sincere efforts to 'upbuild’ the temple of
India's wnity through her writings and speeches, and in this
respect 4t is worthwhile to remember that the influence of her
father was no less atrongy decauwse Aghorenath's home wes en
ideal place of pilgrimage for men of diverse culture and
religion.

When the Fizmst World wWar broke out in 1914, Serojini
was in England, On his way to India Gokhale also resched
Englané from Framcey but his health broke down andé had %W
remain there longer than scheduled for medical trestment.
Sarojini spemt much of her time im looking after her friend
nd philoserher~guido who in the memtime driefed shout the
activities of Gandhijl in South Africa, In July 1914 GWJL
slong with Kestursbas and his friend Kallsmbech left South
Africe for England after his success in the spoche-making
struggle against racial disczimination there, A large nmber
of people proposed to sccord him a hero’s welcome vhem he was

N N
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%0 reach Londom, Sarejini falled to attend the ceremeny

and decided to meet him on the next dgy. With much difficulty
she seaxched out the old house in Kemsington where Gandhiji
was staying. BSamojini describes her first meesting with
Gandhiji in the following wonds

*I had not been eble to meet his ship oa

wen with a shaven h sested on the £loox om
e black prison blmket and eating a neal
» tonatons and olive oil out & wooden

This fateful meeting was & tumniang point in her life which was
since then dedicated fully to the cause of indiae’s freedom
msovensnts The two dismetrically opposite personslities were
drmm close togsther by a conmon bond of patriotism,
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On her retum to India she devoted hezself entirely
to the cauwse of national movement. The patrictepoet also
composed s few poems of patriotism and st the Indien Netional
Congress SGession of 1915 she oited her poem, fuglis conveying
the idea of asakening of Mother Indis from her slumber by the
wilted effort of her chiléren who axe Hindus, Parsees,
Mussalmans and Christiams, The children want to swekan theiyp
mother fiom the sleep of bondage to the foreign rulers,
Sarojini dedicated the poem to Nohammed Ali Jinneh, ‘the
Ambessador of Hindu-Muslim Unity', who wvas a stamch supporter
of Congrees at that time. Her gesture in dedicating the poem
to honour his leadership bore fruits the naxt ysar both the
Congress and the Mwslim Lsague held their session at Lucknow,
She sddressed both the seseions. The two organisations agreed
to frasme jointly @ comstitutional programme on thoe besis of
‘Dominion’ Stetus, She not only brought the Hindus and
Muslims closer together but drew the confidenca of the moderate
wings of the Congresa, 7he Lucknow Session wee alse remarkable
for hex f£irst meeting with Jawsharlel Nehru who turned to be
one 0f her intimate and tmwsted friends, As s follow-up
messure of the Session, in April 1916 Lokmanya Tilsk inmugursted
‘The Home Rule Leagus' which carried on intensive propagsndas
for the scheme of political zefomms suggested by the Congress
and the League,
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Sarxojini tock part in the 'Champaran Sstysgreha’,
the izt of its kind led by Gandhijl sgainst the
axploitation of the workers of indogo plantation in the
district of Chemperam in Bihar, That was the beginning ef the
long mapsh undertsken by her towards stesaring the nationalist
movement uncer the lesdesship of Gandhifi. She beceme actively
engaged in mokdlising public support snd for that purpose she
toured varieus parts of the countzy t0 hold meetings mnd deliver
lectures. In Jenuary, 1917, she delfivered her lecture on
‘The Vision of Patriotism’ in & mesting held at the ‘Leasdex
Building' at Allshsded, The ssme year ohe addressed Madras
smﬁ‘ Convention presided over by Annie Basant in the
Godhale Hall, Young Men's Mwlim Association of Madras. In
Decanber, she joined e deputation which waited on the Secretary
of 8tate, Edwin Montague to demand equal rights for women, Ia
March, 1918 she deliversd lecture on the emmmcipation of
women at Jullunder, In April, she wes at Lshore and in May st
Madizras to open the National School for Girls, In September,
she moved a resolution in the Congress Session at Bonbay,
demanding equal rights for men and womem, In Decembex, ageln,
she reiterated her demmnd of vomen's frenchiso at & Conference
at Bijapus,

The pessing of the Rowlaett Acts, also known as *Black
Bills’, by the British Govermment in March, 1919 brought desp
discontent to the Sountsy and grest efforts ware mads €



prevent the Bills enscted. Gmdhiji celled a Confersnce at
Sgbamati Ashrae ad only s dogen people weare invited
Sarojini was one of them to sign the satyegrsha pledge
adopted in the Conference., Before the ‘Hartal’ in Apsi),
Sarojini delivered spesches at various parte of the countyy,
including Medres end Atmedabsd, to gain support fxom the
masses, The Govermment, on the other hand, was firm to suppress
the movement by repressive measures, sné the womt of such acts
was the brutal killing of asbout four hundred unazmed people at
Jaliawalls Bagh on April 13, 1919, %The barbarouws act of the
British Yovernment not only shocked the country but drew much
indignakion and protest, Like Rabindranath Tagore refusing
‘Knighthood’ es a mark of protest, Sarojini returned the

‘Kais aree-Hind' medel which the British Government awarded

to her in recognition of her valusble services in the

Arnkul ance Corpe during the First World War. In July, 1919

she wvent to England, a8 & member of the deslegation sent by
Home Rulo League to submit s memorsndun to tho British
dovernment, DPuring her stay st London she delivered lecture
st Ringswey Hall on April 23, 1920 on tha *Xhilefag Movement'
that had been started by Muslims in India against the

Sritish Govermment for hurting thaiy religiows sentimentsy

for Britain hed taken a vital role in the dismmenmberment of

the Turkish empire and the abolition of the Caliphste., On
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Jusne 3, 1920 in another lecture she narrated the Punjab atrocity
comuitted by Generxsl Dyer who ordered the firing on the unammed
crowd.

Serojint retumed to India in July, 1920 and joined
Gandhi ji 4n his nonecooperstion movement that started on the
£irst of Auguste. The movement draw overwhalming response from
all guarters and by Septembex, 1921 nearly thirty thousand peeple
weare in jalls. On the 17th November came the Prince of Wales,
but there was complete *Hartal’ on that day all over India,
At some places there were claches between the police and the
peonle and mamy were injured, Sarojini helped the injured
being removed to hospitals. BSeeing thet the non~violent
Hone«Cooperation Movement was bdbecoming vislent now and them,
Gandhiji decided to swpend the movement for the time being.
Sarojini supported his stand, while nany other leaders were
disappointed, she went to Ceylon and dalivered a nunber of
lectures at different pleces on the nationalist movement in
Indias On her retum to Indis she went to Cays where en
importent session of the Congress wes being held. It was
importang in the sense that some leaders like C,R.[Laes and
Motilal “ehru felt that ‘Council election' should be fought,
while Gandhiji thought that the Congress should have nothing
0 40 with the Couxkils. Sarvjini supported the view of
Gandhiji in this cese also, However, & comppsnise was reached
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June 3 1920 in another lecture she narrsted the Punfad atrocity
committed by Generzal Pyer who ordered the firing on the unammed
crowd,

Sarojini retumed to India {n July, 1920 and joined
Gandhi ji 4in his non~cooperstion movement that starved ou the
£irst of Auguste The movement drsw overvhelming response from
all guarters and by Septembex, 1921 nearly thirty thousand peeple
were in jails, On the 17th November came the #rince eof Wales,
but there was complete ‘Hartal' on that day all over India,

At some places there were clashes between the police andé the
paonle and many were injured. Sarojini helped the injured
being removed ¢h hospitals., Seeing that the non-vioclent
Hon«Cooperation Movenment was becoming vioclent now and then,
Gandhi i decided ¢to swspend the movement for the time being.
Sarojini supported his stand, while many other leaders were
disappointed, shs wvent to Ceylon and delivered s mumber of
lectures at different pleces on the nationalist movement in
Indias, Oun her returmn to Indie she went to Gays where an
important session of the Congress was being held. 3t was
impoztant in the sense that some leadess like C.R.jlez und
Motilal “ehru felt that ‘Council election’ should be fought,
while Gandhiji thought that the Congress should have nothing
t0 @ with the Coukilss Sarmpjini supported the view of
Gandhiji in this ease also, Howevern, e compwounise was reached



at in the A)l Indias Congress Committee meeting hcld at Delhi
& fow months later.

In January, 1924 Sarojini sailed for Afxica, e a
delegate of the Indian National Congress to attend the Xeuya
Indimm Congress, On Janwmary 19, 1924 she presided over the
Esst African Indian Congress st Mombasa. She conveyed to the
Indisns in East Africa and South Africe the message of
soliderity from the Indian Natiocnal Congress, on her retum
to India alie attended the Belgmm Session ef the Congress,
Gendhiji proposed the name of Sarojini Naidu for the
Presidentship of the naxt session of the Congress. Reerly
£ ftean thousand delegates of the Balgamm Congress welcomed
the proposal with cheers, In the meantime, on em; instance
of Gandhiji, the Congress suwpended all programmes of
'Satysgrahs' and devoted to constructive works a8 e preparatior
for the mt phase of its movement, In the Kanpur Session,
1928, Serojini’s sddress a» President of the Congress was
"shortest and swestest® 17> *In the battle ef liberty fear
is the one wmforgiveble treachery and despair the wnforgivadle
10,3 Her slevation to this high office ves welcomed as sn
honour of Indian womsmhood, As Congress President Garojini
became very much concerned with Hindwduslim wnity when the

" "
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Muslims were making sepsratist demsnds, She trywvelled
sxtansively, especially in the northemn part of the country
for this purpose. It was felt by her that the cauwse of the
fresdom movement should get publicity outside Indis and
therefore she proceeded to U.S.A. vis England to amlighten
the Amricens about the real state of things happening in
Indie perticularly bedausa Miss Katherins Maye's hook

Hosheax Zndis contained nti-Indis propsganda in it. When
/American reportexs asked her 3 ihat do you think of Ketherine
Mayo"? She calmly replisd, "Xatherine Maye? who is sher*?
She later described Meyco as an inspector of drains in Indie.
In fact, her tour through US.d. and Canade was 3 tremendouws
success, Her lectures consisted of interpretations on
India’s apiritusl Sdeals, ideals ef Indimm womsnhood and the
renaissance in modem Indis, During her stay in VsS.A. she
met poets, artists, soclasl workers and ststesman and explained
to them the cause of Indian freedom movemant. Nr. C.7,Andrewe,
a close friend of Gendhiji, happened to be in U,B.A. during her
visit and he wrote to Gandhiji sbout her '‘emaxing popularity’
in America, A rousing reception was given to her on the 10th
Rovamber, 1928 in International House, New York where many
distinguished persons wers presant. She was presented with

& welcome address printed on yellow silk,

The next session of the Congress was held at Lehore in

AN
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Decembes, 1929 d Jawsharlal Nehru bacame the Presidmt.
After her mam from Ub.A. she left for Kenya to preside
over Ewst Africen Congress, but she promised to Mr.Mehru that
she would come to see him hoist tri-colowr national flag eon
December 31, 1929, and she kept heg proaise. On Jwmuary 36
1930 Independmce Nay vas calsbrated all over India. Sarojini
net Gandhiji frequently at Sabammati Ashzsm wvhen he was preparing
for the fmous ‘Gelt Sstyagraha’, She joioed him in his
‘Dandi Nazeh' which began on the 12th Masch, 1930, demending
sholition of Salt Tan:. Nearly seventyfive thouwsand people
joined the maxch, Arrests were made indiscriminately. Gandhiji
vas arrested and Taysbji wes succesded by Sarojini who led
twenty thowand volunteass to the salt depot. Blows were reined
with stesl-shod lsthis on wmprotected skulls, the ground was
1ittered with bodies with great patches of blood on their white
khaddar clothes, but she continued to utter to sahort them o

'w;'amumjmmm soul 48 with

YOu. t‘m in your hm. !m

mtw :" m&a $

“tu‘tt&bdﬂw ﬁMOﬁm-
Mx, Webb Miller in his book I Xound Be Pesga. describes wividly
the drutalicy pexpetxated by the British Molice on the helpless
and unasmed men in this momentouws struggle and the leadesshipn
courags and dsterninstion of Sarojini Meidu,
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Sarejini emerged as an wndisputed leadar of the natiofiee
whether in psace~-talks or in the battle~field, In 1931 she
sccompmied Gendhiji to sttend the Round Table Confesence st
London to explore the possibility of, if smy, Settlememt with
the British Govermment. After the Conference Gandhiji retumed
te India while Sarojini remained there mmé spent sometimes in
travelling some parts of Europe and South Africs. On her
return she found that Gandhiji hed been arrested as the Congress
wes declared ss sn illegal body, Shortly after this, she
hesself was arrested, although her temm !.itad only for a few
months becsuse of her {ll-health, In September, 1932 vhen
Gendhiji undersook a fast in jail sgeinst attempts ef the
Sovernment to divide the so=called ‘untouchablss’ f£zom the caste
Hindws, Sarojini came out of the women's jaileyard to give him
compmy and care. In 1940 the Congress Working Committee passed
& resolution reiterating Indie's dsmand for immediate transfer of
powes, ené on August 8, 1943 the famows 'Quit Indis' resolution
was sdopted by the Congress, The zesolution also suthorised
Gandhijs to lead s mass movemsmt, but before the movemenh could
be laumched, thousands of Congress leadeis, including Gamdghijs
and Sarojini, vers arrested and put in jeil., Sarojini’s presence
in the jall haed a soothing and chemring effect on the jail-mates,

The British Government unltimately decided to tramsfer
pover to & new Constituent Assembly for which eslections were
sanounced and held, The Congress captured most of the general
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seats, while the Muslim Leagus captured those reserved for the
Muslime, When efforts toverds s sgrecment falledh on August
15, 1947 the British tramsferred power to two independent states,
India and Pskistan, Jeavabarlal Nelum requested Sarojini to
accept the Sovernorship of U.P, in free India Decsuse in his
stimnation she wes the most ideslly qualified person to be the
head of & state where Hindu and Inlanic traditions coeexist
for centuries together, Sarojini reluctantly accepted the
coffer and held her office till Maxch 3, 1949 when her eventfpl
iife came to an end. In her desth the nation lost an ardemt
patriot who played sn important part in India’s struggle for
fresdor and stood for Hindwdhslin munity before md after
independence, On March 3}, 1949 Jawsharlal Nehzu ss Prime
Minister paid a fitting tribute to her in the Constitucnt
Assenkly 8
*She began life as a poetens. In later yeasrs,

when the compulsion of events dérew her into the

nationgl struggle and she threw herself into it

with all the gest md £ire she yYossessed, she 4id

ot write much poetsy with pen sd paper but her

whole 1ife Decams & poum and 8 SOOQgyeae JWIt 8

the father of the Nation had infused moral grandeur

and grestasss into the styugole, MNrs. Barojiai

Nuldu gave it srtiztry and y and that sest for

life and indomitable spirit which, net only faced

disastar edéd catastrophe, but faced them with a light

mtndﬁthaammmup-nda
the face.,”
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