Acknowledgment

This work could not have been completed without the continued support, encouragements, and
guidance of some very special people. | wish to acknowledge them here.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor Prof. Soumyajit Samanta whose
expert supervision and steadfast encouragements made it possible for me to work on a topic that

was of great interest to me.

| would also like to thank the faculty members of the Department of English, University of
North Bengal for their cooperation.

| extend my gratitude to my colleague and brother, Dr. Kaustav Chakraborty for his constant
support and advice.

| would like to thank my parents, Mr. M.k Sinha and Mrs. Indira Sinha and my parents' in-laws,
Mr. Hira Singh and Mrs. Nita Singh for their patience and blessings. A special thanks goes to

my sisters Sharika and Angelika.

The continued love and encouragement I received from my husband, Deependra Singh has been

invaluable.

Their being there for me has meant immensely in my being able to complete smaller and greater

endeavours.

Lastly, I would like to thank all my friends and well-wishers for their best wishes.

Mandika Sinha

Vi



