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determining the final form of the thing made. Books on primary and 

secondary sources are of immense help to formulate my basic idea. In this 

context, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the librarians am~ staff 

ofthe central library, NBU; ISEC, Bangalore; ILO, New Delhi. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude to. 

supervisor Dr. Kanak Kanti Bahchi, Profesor, Department of Economics, 



NBU, for his valuable guidance and support throughout the preparation of the 

study. With out his continuous encouragements and patronage the 

accomplishment of this study would not have been possible. 

This work owes its very existence to the rickshaw pullers and construction 

workers \Yho patiently and enthusiastically responded to our long 

questionnaire at the cost of their valuable time. I am very much grateful for 

their co-operation. 

I am deeply grateful to all my esteemed teachers of the department of 

economics, NBU, who have been a source of inspiration for all my works in 

collecting secondary data. I would like to than Abdul Hadi, Research Scholar, 

for his cooperation during field work. 

I greatly acknowledge the services rendered by Dr. C.R Nayek, Head and 

System Engineer, Computer Centre, NBU, for his valuable assistance in 

computational work. 

I owe my debt of gratitude to my parents for all their love, encouragement and 

blessings. Especially I owe a deep sense of gratitude to my Father who spared 

his precious time to edit my work and also helped me in different ways. I am 

also grateful to my brothers Manash and Daipayan ·and in-laws for their 

support and generosity. Finally, I owe the greatest debt of gratitude to my 

wife, Barnali and our little kids, Raj and Reek, for love, support and just 

putting up with it all. I am deeply grateful to her all for the sacrifice she has 

made in during the whole dissertation. Thank I must my colleagues, 

especially Nitai and others for their constant inspiration. 

Department of Economics 

North Bengal University 

Dated: 

(Nirupam Gope) 

11 


