Chaplter-IT
Regearch Methodology

The Pencheyati Raj came into existance with 2 view to decantralizing power and
Yo involve the rural people in the development processes. Political developfnent and
democratic growth lavzely depend on the locel leadership and its functioning in the
Penchayati Raj institutions. A study on the emerging leaderbhip pattern in the perspective
of Panchayati Raj is 81l the moze important in West Bengal due to diemetrically opposite
_ views about its relation with politiocal parties. Some parties are of the opinion that it
ghould be gbove politics while some strongly feel that without ideological commitment,
there cannot be any reel euccess in the develoyment works especially when it is connected
with the poorer sections of the Society. It ls pertinenﬁ;_ %o inquire vhether the political
commiiment and ideologies have, in any way, Influsnced the fomﬁulation of the varioua
development programmes and their implementation,
The main objectives of this study were as follows
1. To examine, 1f there is any relatio:r nship be'i'.ween soclo~cconomic status and rew-
lationship and %o find oub, whether panchayatl ra) which wes advoecated to enco-
u::a,ge new talents has been successful on the recruiitment of new leaders.

2. To critically examine if the programmes and activities of penchayati z:éj ghich
| wore introduced to accelerate deaentralizaﬁion, gself-gufficiency and reorgani-
pabion of rural scciety have baen successful.
3. To detormine the nature and extent of self-lnwolvement and leadership ;.ehaviow:
' of panchayst leaders.
4+ To explore the problens of eﬁi‘eetive panchayab i‘umc;tionjng 'for rurel development
- and the suggestions for impmvement of such functioning- -

A number of hypo meses were put forward on ihe basis of these objectives 3

1. Panchayat is governed by members havi.zg lapge-size holding, higher income,

. congiderable education and belonging to high socio=eccononic status,

‘2. The panchayat institubion is dominated by aged members, male, belonging to
‘domenent caste and eomrmm.Lty. |

3. Past assoclabion with village development activities is the main veasou for
which peoplé come forward to panchayet membewrs,

4+ Involvenent of panchayal members in rorel develepment is commendeble.s

!
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The data were collectcd with the help of an ih‘texview gchedule, The schedule was

- divided into three pamté. In the first part, data on different nousehold of the village

j(with reference to0 sex-wlse population, casté/commni’uy backgroun;l and class strueture were
collected. The second part was intended fo have data gbout socio~economlec backgzound of
panchayat members with reference to age, sex caste, occupation, land holding, sducation,
social participation and interaction. The 3rd part dealt vith work performance, duration
of membership, involvenent in panchayat, political affilistion etc. end also about the
problems of pancheyet functioning. ' . |

Classifica’uiqn df'éata was mede on the basie of follbwi_ne; factoré.

e Altg =

2, Sex - male/female

3. Occupation = cultivation,business,day labour; service, others

4. Landholding = landless,nerginal,small,large, very large.

5. Income ~ upto 300/-, 501=1000/~, 100%=1500/=, 1500+

6. Huecation ~ Illiterate,primary,secondary,gradnate,hl

The present study on penchayati 1aj and raral developnent was conducted iu one-
of the backyard regionsiof West Bengal. It was conduscted in the Kapgari anchel of Jhargram

, . sub=divieion, Midnepur Distriot, West Bengal. The Kapgarl gram panchayad, sovering éJ.l the
29 inhabitated mauzsg and the different_ elected members Ffor the grem panchayat and come
members of the higher bodies were studies.

Besides, considering the general ethnic composition of the villagers covered in this
gram panchayal, the socio-economic status of the different groups was also ascertained to
locate if there wes any relation between socio~sconomlc sitalus and leadership. 14 ngy in=
dicate whether these ingtitubions run along the existing socizl system and social inequa-
lities ox help 1o minimize the socio-ecomomic inequalities, and differences. Besides focu~
sging stbtention on social deterninants of Jeadership like caste, class, kinship, and the
nature of political support, it has also been tried to find out, how far the penchayati
raj which was advocated to encourage new talents, has been successful in the recruitment
of new leaders. ' ,

Besides neking e detailed study on the leadership patiern, their socfo-ecconomic backe
ground, attitude of villagers towsrds panchayat with wefewvence to a apecific gram panchayatb

Y Kapgari in Midnapur District, a2 comperative study has also been made on data available for
400 gram panchay=ats selected at random from 3,242 sram panchayat of West Bengal. The back=
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ground of the leaders, the atitituade of _mn:iomiy gelected villagers respresenting the
different class categories from the above mentioned {00 gram panchayabs ftowards the
panchayats, and the gifferent activities of these grem panchaya$s have been critically
enalysed, Pesides these, an over all study on the alloiment of the funds by the various
Government departments and other agencies to the variows levels of the panchayet through
out West Bengal has been made in oxder %o understand the nature of flow of zescurces in
the viliages fron differecat sources and the different prozvenmes for which these fuhds
are nade aveilables .

In the context of Kapgurl panchayat which has been studies in detalls, the tra-
ditional, informal, self-agppointed leadership pattern has been studied and coripared
with the formal, elected type and the politisal socialisatlon and recruitnent of the
panchayat leaders and tuelr comnschion with loecal, regional, and nationzl level lezsder-
ghip have also been ascertained. The study would also indicate, now far the loecal poli-
tical system is originelly selated %o the stabe atd federal political system. There seems
to be a closie rolationship between the local pewer structure and the power strusture at
the state level since (1) in a modern society, the locel commnity is hasically noneautos
nomous syétem and it is economicelly, socially, and politically interwoven into the more
complex setting of the broder system and (2) %he locsl politiecal system constitubes one
of the levels of the political organization of the state and as such, it comprices several
elenents common to all levels of political orgenizetion and is typlcal of the function=-
ing of %he national political systemn as 8 vwhole. Besides studing the bacicgraund of the
emerzing panchayzt leadexrs in the conbexb of the caste and communities, patitern of sociagl
hierarchy and class grouwp of each mauza, the ideas and aspirations of these leaders have
been studled; some of the development programmes have been analysed; and the ideas and
expectations of the loeal population sovering different castes and communities and class
categories have been studies. So in eddition to making a number of case studies on pan=
chayat leaders and local villagems, consldexable ethnographic data were also coilecﬁed.
Brosentation of data

Analysls and results of the study are presented in elght chapiexrs. The stﬁdy starts
with the Intzoduction chapter where the history and background of pancheyat have been
discussed. The second chapiter describes the research methodology. The 3rd chapter gives
8 goneral picture zbout the Miduspur District cf W.B. and the Jhargrem svb-division. The

4th chapter covers the caste/community, agravien structure and sceio-political movements
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of the studled area have been discussed. In the 5th chapter, the socio-oconomic backe
ground of traditional leadems and candidates of panchayat has been discussed. In the
6th chapter, the election of members with reference to the caste-community and class
categories of the studied villages have been discussed. In the Tth chapler, the fune
ctioning of panchayats has been discussed. The last chapier gives the sumnary and cone
clusion of the present study.



