ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am profoundly grateful to my supervisor, Mr. Kamal Kumar Roy, Professor of
English at the University of North Bengal, who amidst his many preoccupations
found time to help me with his valuable suggestions, brilliant criticism and constant

encouragement.

| am also indebted to Dr. Isaac Sequeira, Professor of English at Osmania
University, who assured me of the potentiality of the dissertation topic and

encouraged me to explore the subject.

My thanks are also due to Dr. Benoy Kumar Banerjee, Dr. Girindra Narayan
Roy and Dr. Ashis Sengupta, all of North Bengal University for their supportive

encouragement.

I also wish to express my thanks to the staff of the North Bengal University
Library, the A.S.R.C. at Hyderabad and the National Library, who gave me all

the co-operation | needed.

I must thank my son also for living with this project with understanding and

suppoit.

Finally, 1 wish to express my appreciation to my husband whose loving
encouragement and practical assistance greatly enabled the completion of this

dissertation.



