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Mr. Chancellof, Professor Mehrotra, members of the 'Un"iver'sity, other‘
members of the academic fraternity, students and respécted guests, 1 take a
particular pleasure in welcommg you today because thls 1s not simp]y an

- year ago on the 31st October, 1965. On that occasmn we I
ourselves to the highest ideals of education in this country, and
portraits of Raja Rammohun Roy and Rabmdranath Tagore were unvelled :
“dsa testlmony to our dcdlcatlon

By an irony of fate, the University entered a penod of contmuou :
disorder soon after that year. The academic life on the campus was v oien
disturbed and schedules of exammanon were gravely upset,
activities of the Un1vers1ty expanded in certain dlrecnons. [
College at Sushrutnagar came into existence and a Law 2
our University.-Yet it is difficult to resist the impressio
energies wete consumed till recently by'a kind of brute st

Unaccountably, but’ not thhout an element of

passed .out of s1ght carelessly 1a1d in a nearly foregoken .cot.
University, where they gathered dust for several years thereafter. Fr ,‘
slow passage to obllvmn, these magmﬁcent portlalts were ret i
year and mstalled in the Central lerary of the . Uq

after another illustrious son of Bengal who combmed great erudmon and‘ iy

remarkably enlightened views with a rare blend of courage ,and compassmn.
In the building bearing that name we have a small text-book li
cafeteria and opportunities for students and members of the staff to come
together in inter-disciplinary seminars, literary conferences and regular
meetings in the evening to discuss various subjects covering both the Sciences.
and the Humanities. . ‘

. During the current year we have - struggled against heavy odds: and -

_.succeeded in establishing a certain amount of discipline in the University,:

" which is so essential for progress in future. We have also moved some way to-
wards the normalisation of our various examinations. The B. Ai/B. Sc./B. Com;
examinations for 1975 are being' held in 1975, This is, of course; as. it s‘hoilld
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be ; but it wag by no means the situation in previous years, [t ig yet too early

to claim that normal time schedules have been re-established on a firm basis.

Once the examinations and other academic programmes are delayed, as they .
were very largely, it is: only through a somewhat painfu] brocess that nor-

maley can be restored. Qur teachers know this. I .trust that they will make

the necessary effort and that, with the cooperation of alj 'cqncerned, the gains

we have already made shall be consolidated and we shall be able to set an
example in attaining 3 difficult but' much desired goal. ' )

Normalisation of €Xaminations is not simply a question of maintaining
time schedules. We are happy to’ report that malpractice at examination cen-
tres has significantly decreased in North Bengal University: This has already”
received some publicity, thanks to the good offices of the West Bengal College
and University Teachers’ Association and” an appreciative press. and public.
But we have to stay vigilant. Malpractice is a sly and tenacious foe ; it. asks
for quarter ‘under diverse pretexts and spreads confusion all around unless it
is- dealt with very cautiously. Fortunately, the Chancellor and the Chief
Minister ‘have both “expressed themselves in favour of a firm policy in this
matter. I hope that we shall continue to receive their support as in the past,

It is not enough - to prevent malpractice. The system of examination
itself stands i need of change, and so does the system of teaching. In this
Uhiversity certain decisions have already been adopted to introduce reforms
of the'system of €Xamination at the post-graduate level, We are now on the
verge of .impleménting these decisions. Exclusive dépendence on a few big'
examinations will soon be replaced, in large part, by a system of continuous
evaluation of students. Thus a student will have to prove his worth, not by a
short spell of excited effort of doubtful'qual_ity at'the end of a long term; but’ )
by his diligent endeavours ali through the academic s'essio_n. It is hoped that
a closer coordination of teaching and examination will also be achieved asa’
result. Although the new sysiem of examination will, in the first instance, be
introduced at the post-graduate level,-a committee has already been set up to
make appropriate recomméndations for reforms at lower levels,

Thete are liyers and layers of problems, No sooner have we brought
under- control ‘problems at one level than the scene has shifted and other
problems, half hidden .in the background, have towered before uvs. Holding
examinations on ‘time, preventing malpractice at examination centres and.
reforming the system of examiynation, all appeared successively impo_rtant s and

80, indeed, they are in reality. Bat behind and overarching all these, there is-

University, including its affiliated colleges spread over five districts,

... .Let us face the facts. Fdr the past m'an_y decades there has been a
“brain drain” from the districts of North Bengal towards Calcutta and Delhi.
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ave not produced men of exceptmmﬂ ab111t1es.
I here; ' Pi : ]




i"ntangible bond between the centre ang- the Periphery i the academic world
and so opens up possibili_ties of fruitfyj COoperation in futyre in g common
Dursujt of kliowledge. . - .

To ajy those who are aséembled' hére, I offer my warm and sincere

& grant Dade by the
Start work op the-proposed

Q



