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RELIGION IN MODERN MIND - SOME ANTIRELIGIOUS 
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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS IN RELIGION. 

Section I An Examination of some 
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Chapter II 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGION. PRIMITIVE 

TO UNIVERSAL RELIGION - UNIVERSAL RELIGION, 

A NEW HUMANISnC APPROACH. 

Section I Primitive, ·national and 
Universal religion. 

Primitive religion as a rudimentary form 
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Idea of Sacredness, the concept of the 
Infinite and the Spi:ri tualistic notion of 
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universal. 

Section II : Main features of Humanistic 
Religion as realised by Scientific modern 
mind. 
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The religious philosophy of Ramakrishna is 
the glorious expression of the Upanishadic 
thought. · 
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Section III : Decadence -- Renaissance 
-- Brahmo Samaj as the background of univer­
sal religion --- Reinterpretation of Hinduism 
by Ramakrishna __ Ramakrishna appeared in a 
dark age of India -- Threefold reactions on 
the Indian mind - Role of Rammohun Roy, 
Devendranath Tagore and Keshab Sen as the 
reformers -- The essential features of univ­
rsal religion developed from the principles 
of Brahmo Samaj - Prevention of Idol worsh­
ip- Meditation on one Nirguna Brahman was 
practised __ Conflict arose between the 
orthodox thinkers and the Brahmos __ Appear­
ance of Ramakrishna at this juncture _ Hin­
duism reinterpreted by him in a new way -­
A new chapter of religion begins with Ramak­
rishna-Vivekananda movement - Theoretical 
exposition of Vedanta• becam~ lived. 
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Ground of religious consciousness of Rama­
krishna _ His conviction of knowledge of 
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ween God and the world, ma'y'avada, will of 
God, method of approaching Reality, rela­
tion between jivatma and paramatma, concept 
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of liberation, concept of Ego, concept 
of jivanmukti, Freedom of will, concept 
of upasana condition for the reflection 

' of Truth. 
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A NE!/J APPROACH AND ITS DEFLECTION FROM THE 

CLASS I G.I\L VEDANTA. 

Section I The concept of God -­
Introductary remarks about the concept 
of God - The philosophical problems 
concerning the. concept of God - Recon­
ciliation of God and Absolute in Rama­
krishna's philosophy-- A combination 
of Absolutism and Theism --- God the 
Absolute Truth, the meaning and essence. 
of everything --·Both tr·anscendent to 
and immanent in the world _ The all 
inclusive totality -- The centre of all 
_ The highest reality as well as the 
supreme value - Both Impersonal and 
Personal _ Active and passive --- with 
form and without form-- Reality expresses 
in alternative forms --Harmonisation of 
monism and monotheism __ Ramakrishna's 
originality in the interpretation of 
relation of Brahman and the world, Brahman 
and jiva _ His unique realisation of 
oneness of Reality _ A new interpretation 
of cosmic energy. 
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Section II Relation between God 
and Man -- Both personal and impersonal 
relation - God the ·inherent essential 
principle of man __ A humanistic appro­
ach ba~ed on the principle that 'jiva is 
shiva• -- A light upon Karma Yoga __ 
Asceticism converted to service __ 
Problem of adhikari. 
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HANIAKRISHNA 1 S EXPERIENCES IN DIFFERENT 
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Experiment o;l t~ntra ~ Tantra based on 
philosophico ->'religious ideas and· 
practices -- Its esoteric aspect -, No 
belief in accosmism -- Concept of Siva 
and Sakti in Tantra - Aims· not in . 
abrupt renunciation -- Sublimation of 
desires to the higher level of spiritual 
consciousness -- The significance of the 

(
enjoyment of five forbidden things.-- · 
Certai6 steps for practice of Tantra -­
Practice for awakening Kundalini Sakti -­
Kinds of Tantrik aspirants. - Tantra 
pra~tised by Ramakrishna in a free way -­
Unique realisations during his practice of 
Tantra -- Effect of universalism of Tantrik 
cult on Ramakrishna -- Experiment on 
Vaishnavism -- A religion of love and 
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schools Five Vaishnava sects with 
their specific features - worship of 
God in different attitudes -- Experi­
ment of vatsalya bhava and Madhura 
bhava -- The way of Bhakti is equally 
valid like other ways of knowledge and 
action - Ramakrishna's concept of 
Bhakti_ was that of Naradiya type -­
Ramakrishna's experiment on Vedantic 
discipline __ Experiments on Islam and 
Christianity -Oneness of religion has 
been p:roved - B.eligious tolerance of 
Ramakrishna ~--· Religions are not contra­
dictory but supplementary. 

Chapter VII 

UNIVERSAL RELIGION OF RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHANSA. 

The features. of universal religion are 
present in Ramakrishna's thought­
Idealistic view of man - Spiritual 
hunger in man -- Ooncept of God as the 
universal spirit underlying all -
Religion meant as self-realisation in 
a gradual process of evolution -- Rama­
krishna's approach approves religion as 
dynamic, value centric, a process of 
self-discovery and concept of universal 
salvation -- Equal regard to all religi­
ons _ Fundamentally religion is one and 
universal --Mysticism in Ramakrishna's 
Philosophy proves the approach universal 
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-- Religion as living experience 
Blending of secular and sacr·ed - No 
place of asceticism - Co-presence 
of renunciation and service -- Univ­
ersal Brotherhood based on the prin­
ciple of 'Sameness to all' __ Blending 
of the four elements of consciousness 
-- cognitive, affective, conative and 

. mystic. 
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