ihe pressnt dissertation is intended to bs wy
thesis for tie degree of PH.D. in English of the University
of North Bengal. Much has beem written and with good rezsen
on Walt whitamsn by men of letiers, scholars anc critics froa
all the four corners of the globe since his debut 1in 1855 in
the field of American poetry with his lesyes of Orass whieh
he 80 lo.lngly cellsd 'the handkecehiel cf Codtse The present
work venturdes tc ada one more modest leal Lo Lthe vast amses of
scnoiareiy devoted Lo tie imterpretation of the mind and art
of that grand patriarcii of American poetry. At thisg date 1t
is cardly ;oesible to say anything absolutely orizinsl on the
matter; yst, [ suould not be biamed 1f L ciuerish tue feeple
but modest hope that my reappraisal of tne post of a new dawmn
An American literature from two specific poluts of Indian view
will not pyrove to be alto;ether tiresome so as to deserve s
place in the garbege dump. Whitman is =2 poet of infinite
chara and freshness and with every ncvw raasding thet captivating
nold of his postry on the amind increases. Thus, there can
be no cliche regarding “hituan's poetry or discussion of 1it.
Every study, esch sppraisal of it remains fresh as the poet
and his work.

In this connsction I must ex.ress my wholc-hearted

gratitude to my gsulde 3, ¥. Bengupta, li.A. Fh.D. (London),
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Poofessor of English In North Bengal University, who initiated
me to the perpetual charm snd mystery of Whitman's poetry. I
shodld express ay obligation to my teacher Dr, R. XK. Dasgupta,
former Director of xétional ibvrary, Calcutia, and Dr. Fabitrs
Roy, xuy colleague in the Fhilosophy department of XNorth Bengal
imiversity, for thelr many valuable suggestions. 1 should be
falling in my duty if I do not acknowledge the frisnfly assis-
tance rendared by Lie authoritices and stafl of the American
Centre Librery, Csalcutta, American Studles Heseareh Centre,
Hyderarad, fatlonal Library, Caleutts, 5tate Ceatrsl Librery,
8hillong, Jadavpore University Library, Visvesesherstl University
Library, Centiniketan, and North Bengsl University Library. |
must express ay thenkiul indebtedness to my wife ileuxu Banorjee
and daughter bMendicl for tihelr kind reading of the type seript,
eorreciion of the occasionsl Uyping errors, and assistence in

the preparation of the siphabetieal order of the biblliography.

i'or the purpose of textusl quotsiicus the one.

volume Reader’s Editlon of Leaves of Grass edited by :ese. Hlod-
gett and Sculley sradley (Univ. of Loudom rress, 1365) Las been
followod all tirough unless otnervise gentioneds The dlsserta.
tion in it» preseat iora locoryorates all the suggestions put
forvard by one of the external exesiners for tie improvement of
the work. i have taken utmost pains to0 follow the hints and
present the matter sccordingly.



