
£he present d isser ta t ion i s Intended to be my 

thes i s for ttie degree of PM.&* in Koflish of the University 

of North Bengal* Uneh has been wri t ten and with good reason 

on Walt ilhitaan by men of l e t t e r s , scholars and c r i t i c s fron 

a l l the four corners of the globe since his debnt in 18S5 in 

she f ifeld of aaerican poetry with h is l^ayes of Orifss which 

he so lovingly called »the handliei'ciilef ef God*. The i^resent 

work ventures tc ada on® aore aodest leaf tc the >rast isass 9i 

schoiariii* devottd to tbe in te rprs ta t ion of the aind and a r t 

of tha t graao patriarch of Aaerlean poetry. A.t t h i s date i t 

i s nardly possible to say anything absolutely original on the 

aatt0r{ yet , I suould u&t be blaaed i f I ciiorish the feeble 

but aodest hope that ay reappraisal of the po^'t of a aew dawn 

in Aaerieaa l i t e r a t u r e froa two specific points of Indian view 

wil l not prove to be altogether t i resoae so as to deserve a 

place in the garbage doiap. \i^hitaan Is a poet of in f in i t e 

chara and freshness and with ev9ry new reading th^t captivating 

hold of his poetry on tlie liind inereasaa. Thus, thsre can 

be no cliche regarding A'hltsaan's poetry or discussion of i t . 

Every study, each pppraisal of i t remains fresh as the poet 

and h i s work. 

In th i s connection I aust exi.re3s ay vholo.hearted 

grat i tude to my ^uide S* 1̂ . Sengupta, iUA* Ph.D. (London), 



<il) 

fve f a t t o r of English In Sor tb Bangal I t e ivars i ty , who l n l t l a t « d 

• a t o the parpatua l cham and aqrstary of Wtiitattn*a poatry* I 

irilMiLLd axprasa ay obllgatlcNa t o my teaehar Or. E. KL» Dftsgupta, 

former Dlractor of Hatloxml Library, Ca lcu t t a , and Dr. Fabl t ra 

Eoy, isy collaagua in tha Philosophy dapartiaant of liorth Bangal 

Univers i ty , for the i r siaay valuable tuggaat iona. I should ba 

f a l l i n g i n my duty i f I do not aeiuiovledia tha f r i end ly a a s i a -

tanc® razidarad b / ti.e au tho r i t l t i s and s ta f f of thB Aaariean 

Centra Llorsry, Cs l ca t t a , ^ a r l e a n Stadias Eaaaareh Centra, 

Hyderabad, i%tional I«lbrary, Ca lcu t t a , S ta te Central l«ibrary, 

Sh i l long , Jadsvpore CFnivarsity Mbrary , \^isva.otiarati Ottivarsity 

L ibra ry , I-entinilcetan, and Jiorth Bengal Jn ive re i t y Library* I 

Bust express ay thankful Indebtedio&SB to ay wife lielcu Banerjaa 

and daughter l»Rndiai for t r # i r kind reading of the type s c r i p t , 

e o r r e e t i o n of the occasional typing e r r o r s , and aaela tance in 

tha prepara t ion of the a lphabe t l e a l order of the bibl iography. 

For tha purpose of t ex tua l quota t ions the one. 

Toluina Header's M i t i o n of l^eavas of Graas ed i ted by n.A. Blod* 

g a t t and Sculley iiradlay (ani;^. of liondon jk^ress, 1965) has been 

followad a l l through un less o tharv isa aantloned* The d i s s e r t a ­

t i o n i n i t s prase£it t o r s Incorpora tes a l l the suggestions put 

forvard by one of the ex t e rna l exaiainers for taa i%provea»int of 

t he work. X have taken utoiost pa ins t o follow the h in t s and 

p r e s a a t tha o a t t a r aecordingly* 


