
Acknowledgement 

. . . . 
At the outset Jet me thank the Heads of the Department of Sociology and 

Social Anthropology, North Bengal University who were in chair during the period 

of my Ph.D. work. Thanks are also due to Prof.R.K.Bhadra, Dr.(Mrs.)N. 

Chowdhury, Dr.R.S.Mukhopadhyay, Dr.(Mrs.) S.Biswas and Dr.(Mrs.) M.Bhadra 

for their inspiration and encouragement to complete the thesis. Dr. S.Roy, Head 

of the Department at present, is specially ·thanked for providing necessary help. 

The facility received from the Department of Sociology and Social Anth~opology, 

North Bengal University is duly acknowledged. 

It is my pleasure to express a deep sense of gratitude to Prof.S.R.Mondal . 

for his guidanc-e and supervision. 

It will be failing my duty if I do not express my sincere thanks to the 

inhabitants of the villages under study and the ·people who have taken slightest 

pain to provide me the information on different aspects of life. 

I wish to thank some of the· ex-students of the Department of Sociology 

~nd Social Anthropology who helped me in.,various capa~~~~s right from the 

selection of the Badia settlements. ... ' .. .. 
e. 

I have been benefited from various scholars in the field of Sociolog¥)~~rheir 
. . ~ 

c-onstant inspiration, encouragement and critical comments are of immensethelp 

for me to complete the thesis in time. I do acknowledge their suggestions. 

Indebtedness Is also- due to the authors of the books and articles referred 

in this thesis. 

I would also like to thank Mr. S. Ganguly and Mr. P. S. Das for taking 

trouble in typing the thesis and meticulous checking of the draft. 

I am highly indebted to my wife and son for their understanding and co-
operation. ~ 

/;n:?..;_s~~ 
Prasenjrt Debbarman . 

Date: 27.2.2000 
Place: North Bengal University 


