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In the state of Sikklm agrlculture-is the mainstay df thé_ _ ,'
| .
rural populatlon whlch comprlses abo%t 83A of the total populat*on. f

Agrlculture 1n Slkklm is not purely crop farmlng. Farmers keep
llvestock as well. Generally animals such as cattle, goats, pigs,' ]

poultry etc. are kept by them. In upland valleys, ahong-others, o ;

]

in the La~chen;and La-~chung of North Sikkim yaks and sheep are also |

reared and raised by the tribal people. As such agriculture in; P
. : : ! ' R '

oo ) [

Sikkim is ¢;ose tp,mifeqafarmingﬂ r Lot A T !
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An 1nterest1ng aspecthof mixed farmlngwlnﬂLa-chen an? T
l . ) H ‘K

La-chung 1s that lt'was not thelr tradltlonal occupatlon tlll tbe S o
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sixties. Mixed farming in threse two valleYS'has been brought about

by cataclysmic changes and is distinctive in its own wéy'ffpm the ?!
, < i ‘ - o
rest of the state.

. Agriculture, though occupying a pivotal position in the
state's economy, itsiplanned development initiated in the  sixties,

gained momentum only éuring thé Fiﬁth:Eive!Yea; Plan, i.e. aftéf:,' {'
its merger with the In¢ian Union. It is,béyondrdoubt that a sﬁeédy ]iﬂ
'dévelopment'of agridulturé‘ihysikkim is vital fér an,oteral; .| | tf'
development ofit?eeoonoayl Land reférm§ measures vi;s-a-vil_sl'l | 1V:K‘;“L
suitable land use patterns §nd other %teps for dgveioping btopbﬁng 2 b
systems andtraisi?g livestock are nbwlbeing adopted: New l;%d-u§e o

- systems, such as, agro forestry, agro horticulture, silvi pastoral -

etc. ‘are also introduced in the state.
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This research work aims at studying the problems and
developmental changes that have taken-placé in agricuiture,andv : o
meking this information available to the world at large so that
peopie outsiue the étate could catch a glimpse of how the smallﬁ

state of Sikkim, once isolatead and.inaccéssible, has been_marching4 

ahead on the path of economic development.

It is also an attempt to celve deep into the problems and
prospects of mixed farming in the two valleys of La-chen and
La-chung of North Sikkim ana throw lighnt on the following aspects

of the situation —

i) To know in more details about La-chen and LaAChung,Lthe
less known tribal valleys of North Sikkim.

ii) The pfime factors that have now made them switch over

to mixed farming by giving up their traditional ocCupatioh»-
of traders anc¢ herders..

iii) Transhumance and community life in La-chen and La-chung.

iv) How mixed farming as practised in L&-chen and La-chung

differs from other parts of the state.

The remarkable resilience of the people of La-chen and
! i
La-chung in adjusting themselves to the cataclysmic changes that
aaversely affected their economic life and their survival amidst.

niggardliness of nature and, hostile environment provide an

excellent example for the present day mankind to emulate. This



(iv)

is what has fascinated me most in choosing these two valleys in

my research work.

This research work of mine, if at all, will serve to be
& source of reference to other research-scholars, I shall indeed

feel my efforts have not been in vain.i"



