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Out of axoumd 735 lakh mstric tons of fish cstgh Lfrem sll
Waker reasources Of the world, Asia, Zurops and Nesth Mwrics
contribute 48, 32K md T zespecsiwely whils 17 of the Setal
cetsh is contribduted by the reast of erld, Jepmn, Sovied Russia
ad U, B.h. ocCupy the piomeer positiem.

India hes sbundant astural sndmsmmat, cooventissal wisdom
and human skills in respect of intensive fish faening, But in
spite of encrneus potamtials, much headway has net besn nede.
The lavels of pooduction oad produckivity hawe net been sdequute,
theze being a laxge gap betwsen tha petential and the agtusl
yields, The new teshnelogy which seumed technically atsractive
has failed to produce smbstantial results in realisy. India has
mede soms progzess in expleitiang the demarssal sescuices of the
e ot she progress in ialend fishariss s in Sagping pelagic
resourees has been poor. The inland capturse fislmrxies of the
rivers and open sestusriss are rsther limited in thwir prodwtion

potantial.

In order to develop the culturable md semi derelict £ishery
resources the Govermment of WW'cﬂude
Fislmries®, has launched -lih“ 1980 the "world Bamk Assisted
Inland Fisheries Project® (WBAIFP) in 5 States namely wWest Bengal,
Orissa, Bihar, Uttax Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh with the assistance
of "rish Faramers Development Agency® (FFDA]} which is now covexing
20 States and 2 taion Terxitorxiss.

Fishery in India constitutes sn importaat secter of the
national ecanomy. It contributes about 2.40X of the gross dommstic
product. The export of fish contributed ks 531,24 crores snd
India produces sbove € (sixth in rank) of the world yish production.
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The cemtribution of the fisheriss seater to the aek demmstic
preduct hes gone up fLxom M, 806 crexes in 1980 %0 ke 2648 croxes
in 158089,

The State of Wwest Bengal occupies plemsering plave ia the
inland £ish preduction increased steadily from 3.40 lskh tems
in 198081 %0 4,70 lakh tons in 19868.89. Tha Severnmmat of West
Bengal has initiasted steps fer intensifying f£ish cultuse by
isplesenting “MBAXFP® with the assistance of YFoh, Accexdingly
the Gevernment of West Bengal salected the distzist of ek
Dinajpur, & backward district, with the ebjectiw to isprewve

The district of West Dinajpur prodwces 445 of the tetal
fish production in West Bengal from fyesh waker zesourtes (1907
88) and it is expected thet the production will imczease %0 &
considarable extent in the years to coaw. The distrist is rish
in fishery resoufices vis,, ponds, thMﬂah
thickly interperse with rivers vis, Atrayee, Fumaribhabe, Tumgon,
Nagore, Kulik, Sreemeti, Gendek mmd others. Owt of the wekal
inpounded watex ares resources of 34,910.43 acres {(privase
ownexship 39,590.67 acres and Government ownership 4919,.76 aures)
the culturable and semi dexelict f£ishery rescurces of this
district are 29275.49 scres of which private ownership is
26,229,686 acres and the Gevermment ownsxship is 3045.63 acres.

In West Dinajpur district 31.52X of the iapounded water
ared is derelictand semi derslick due o years of neglect. The
"WEAIFP*" has been put into oparation since 19680 engagiag &
considerable numbers of peopls along with othar Lishexy pregosunss
{3% of the total worksrs population in the district) of the
sixtesn community development blecks reisted with ths pisticulture
of this district. A total of 10619.313 sorxes water area have
been taken into consicderation in the "NBAIFP* pregrasme feor the
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improved pisciculture from 1980+81 %o 1%587-88,

The principal constraints faged by ths inlemd culture
£isheriss of West Dinsjpur distrist are nom-wtilisstien and
wmder utilisastion of zwadily available cwlturahle watexs. This
is dus o the lask of knowledge ad ignoramce of the fishermen
commmunity and desrth of finanoe for imvestaemt, Besides thare are
other preblens thakt are & menance to tiw required develspmsnt,

The wmsatisfactery performmnas is aktribwbed sainly %o
sbsence of rational management, jviiciouws expleitstien amd
utilisstion of the resowrces. Negetive socis-ecomomic facters
are sanoying the cultivaters st werk,

This study attempts to make en appraisal of the role of
pisciculture, spagially the “WEAXFP* with a view %0 Teviswing
and exmmining critically the efficiensy apnd degres of schisvemant
of she “MEAIFP" as well as the overall poaition of the pisciculture
of the district of West Dinajpur, sed also assessing the impact
of the project on the ecomomie developmant of the Adistrics fer
the period 15980+81 %0 19587-88,

Mexeover the district of Wesk Dimajpur bas been divided
into two parts nammly, Dakshin Pinajpwr and Uhsax Diasjpwr, siance
Apxil 1993, The author had to face diffisulsiss ia sbtaining the
required information and statistical dets owing %0 the lask of
Muinistrative iink betwesn thess twe different districhs.
However the principles sd precedurss as axe shewm in the Shasis
in sssessing the ashievement of pisgisultuxs activitiss in
exmtwhile West Dinajpur 4istrict would alse be equally sppliseble
in the assessssnt of the ashisvemsat of piscicultwws agtivities
in the two districts namsly. Dakshin Diaajpur snd YStar Dimajpur.
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Rosnomic infermation on the variocus aspects of f£ish
culture have seldom sppesxed in literstuces and published critique
on £ish and fisheries of India is meagre though smch ressamch werk
has besn dome in the biolegical and marime scisases, it {s ned
propaxly cosordinated with the ssonomic thaory snd menegenent.

The poesent study £s divided inte the following ehaptarss

i.
2
3.

4.
Se
L
7.

Intzoduchion
rishexiss in West Bengal amd Nest Dinajpurx,

Measupss considered for pisgiculture im West Dimejpur
district.

A study of she Wrld Bank aided pisciculture,

e A study of Demindl and Supply comstraintse

Harketing aspect, '

Secis~Boomonic study of the fishernmen, owners and
Larmers of Went Dinajpur distriss,

Conclusion ad Suggestions.
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