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LE OF A VEDIUN PO

As Liocale of the Study

Balurghat is situsted in 25° 137 b, ond 68 47%:8.

v
Y
kY

fn the southsgest gornse of the digt@lct. It has gooun fronm a
- winy rivorside entrfepot to @ mediun size city, This riverside

village alsfzgzzi%,h the vhele dlstrict of binajpur of undivided

India ceme under the control of the fasct India Canpany in 3765 and
the house of Ieza) *zamindart agnﬁlevd) tmg the insta:tuta.an GE .

Abcal gouernaiines

In course 't:imc, the egtohlishnent of mm-a
Givisien in 3903 and the Imi{:.apalitzf in 1951 enhanced itz dmpor
tancoe DBolurghat gradually assumed the sﬁap& of g toun phersy
apart fram asgriculiurs, nonmagriculmal astivities too; began -;;9
toke plage. 48 a regult, it bogon $o appear as the c&m o

politicals ccononic and adninissrotive activities

tne porticular point to be poted heme is that
after independence, Balurghal come ¥o be koown as 2 Border tounts
The bocder with BSalgladesh (Pailstan before the creation of
Bangladesh) is a few kildaneters avay. making the toun easily
seoessible to the eptrants £rim the other silde of the bordore This
caused a érastie imcreass in population, a9 found in the Census

report of 198%.



#S TG

The statng of Balurdhat hez contdmued to thrive on dts
pogicion as adiinis ’E:u”*t.!.’ﬁr“” hoa@ma:t.ers ©of the district of uest
Dinajpute put Sftlate, the bzmmnﬁixm of the Gistrict has
reducsd its adinistrative MQrtame i:»acamsa two Important a.h-
dlvisionsy fafgeni and Iskampur, hove been \igez:siz outgdde the. ,
adninistrative jurisdiction of the nz.m}.ywmateé bakshin Dinsjpur
districts

Anpther rotable aspect is that the Balurchat Mmicinal
arca consdsks of 23 wards in stoad of 154 ofter the delimitation
of the municipal area 4n 1993. Boy balueghat 18 o pedivr sise
citys and iz pechored o5 an dmportant places especiolly £fom the

geo=polisical and adninistraotive points of vievs

Be Significance of the Study

z‘:%aw*mﬁ. Av tlest

Dynemics of mm development a0nind
Bengaly io Jergely o c@f‘s@matimly unexplored resoareh arcas There
are o fou roseapeh worls on diffovent aspecke of the pochlaub,

but these v not cover the key lssues of urbsn developmont

Currentlyy it is widoly beldioved~<hat ihwe gw; af ueban
development will be unstiaindble uvnless hornessed by o coordi-
noted effort of the agenciess But there ore actually very few
works on hoy the machinery is orgonised and works in the Sualld

end meddi size olties ond tounte

'l‘@ £31% the zes arch gapy an oftcnpt hos beon made here



o study the dynsmics of wban devalopment edninistration in
wiovel study O the
hlight o)l

3% end medium cltiss and tounds Yoty the

pelusdhate It io ndnitted that ihis niowd

preblons Of usban dovelophent ucuid not be dble to bl

the problens of

gse the

lysis dn ordes €6 and

study 2ocks to noke an Indepth o
major $Ssues of develozment and their psnsgement dn o modivmssize
@ity in the bookward port of the State of Hest Bengals

Zhe significance of the study of Belurghst hinges on
a punber ©f SaoterSs Bolufghat has grown ag & town nainly after

incependernte, ond has boen passing throvs

o varlous ups and dounSe

The study is significant begause Its gropth from o riversids tiny

@,

village o a township Is the typicel meonifestotion of poste

colondal urbendsstion in wost Bengale It helps to underston

the fordes thet are responsible for the sluggish growth of the

Sitye

Besides, the significence of the study derives from

the f£act thot before independence naticnalist forvou

through the town end Suring the “ouit India® caldl of Mahwotnma
Gandhi In 1942, the toun wos freed from the colendal rule for

twenty four hourss Hog potionalist politics was pressed into

service for the creation\and wverking of the civie body and how
it gratfuelly becomae emmeshad with the later developments, is

importent in understanding the Zupeticning of the eivic bedys

The study is significent in understanding the

préblems of Dalurghat of a mediun size city, ettontion of the



=78
govermment to its problens and also the polities and management
hor, the study is significont for exemds

pf civig affalros
ning the problems ond prospect Of the ewedving pattern of

dogentrelised developments

Ca Growth of Balurghat 3 an Historlcal survey

Uzben centers grow from the pre-udben spaticl fomms
but such growth Seldem resenbles one anothers The arlet Sron
rural to urban has boen a commen phenomonen and urban corers in
mest ceses have some rusal backgrounds AS B conSequencey urban

growtih has been polynorphous in rature,

Goowth of urben centers sStems mainly o %:%‘aéz
conjuncture of the sogialy cconmiiey political-adninistrative
and geographical foctors, Differert fomms of urban development
Stem from diffevent modes of intercction ameng theme Se, fron
the symptonetic perception of different forms of wrban grouthy
experts have stated them Ia various temo, such as *pra=
industrisl urban daveloment®s *fadustrisl urbanisation®y
"poeudo-urbonisation® *depandent urbanisation?®, ‘subsistence
urenisation® otc,e

In 2 colonial sctuings ucban centers grow to serve

the coloniel interests hroughout the world, coloniel onslaught

on the bachkwerd socletiss hao dostroyed thelin odd wben order and
aiso side by side gencroded urban development; conducive to theip

interost, Urbon growth dn the baclivard regions of tho workd



e

" after thelr golonick contant has been moulded to st

Hoxicoy Incley the #iddle Rest and ching

e . s Do

£1ight of resources fom the periphery to the centres

Mgentas Wwban

eivilizavion had slready developeds ushon forms were radicslliy

altered under the ﬁmp @t of DuTopenrs @mmiﬁﬂas‘

For Instancoy

s were the, stimuld for urban growth
iny cltiss Mke

r the ifpadt of colonioiism,

Gutstripped the sgstuhile prauinens cities ldke Allshobad,;Lucknot,,

forts and gosstal setile

dtional worlde®  In I

e

Coloutiay Dotbayy Madfol, oréated ub

Varanooky Murshidebad, Hothuras syodhaye atds. The sucdent agnd
nedievel cities perighed and some medicvel citles like Delhi,
Jadpur, HAydersbad dus to some growih impetus survived In g modi-

Homevar, relavant o the presemt study is the grouth

11 or tiny whban contres vhich have groyn from sohe rudimen
wtary Stages of populstion sehtloment. Conjunctute of Sooial,
econcnicy! political-adninistravive and geographicel fagtons asks
a8 the catalyst for um:’saﬂ dovelopments. Yrban growth then 35 the
sum total of the dntorplay betimen econsmicy &cial; g@lﬂ.tiaal-

are not the casuel gomouth, but the {ell-cut ©Ff a tfabsition, Unicn

ative and geographical varidoles. Sos the urban genters
of the forces of changs leads such trenfommations  This s true
o all uwrban or proto=urban growkh as found ifo *the Clty in
History® {owis Munferd p 19817 in vhich the evolubion of towns

e

frorm the prinitive ¢avesshrines and buris) tombs of paleclithic



8%

an Lo the simawlﬁ.ag megopelis of modesn times has m@n tracede

Urban Senters grow ag 4 result of specifie chenges
b*sugm: through the interpley of diffefent factors; menddoned in
the previous Sf&czfi‘:itmm Different foptors work together o
faciditcte o chobnge foom xural to usban spata.ﬂ,l forms Hlouevers
in coertein cases lilke In the sanvte oreas of the bachward fsfmieé-
tiese 3t is sometines found that geographical fectoks ere profound
in @&wpﬁ&wmﬂ to coeit other -cansffes ©f urben grouths &0 the
aress having Specific geoographica) advarntage, 3uﬁ~1mcutea by scme
geononic sptrte have odvanced ahead of octherss Audngst the
favourable geogrophic conditions, rivers play e key role in the
transformation by the river-side arbnoun ageas intd growing
centerse S0, it hoo been pertinently moted that pop opalation
settlenents throughont the world to a lorge extent grew up in the
Srricable regions ond the rivers have often baen corpidons of

advance into the unpe:

sl t&ﬂxi&@ﬁja% This procces of mela!-
tion setilemspt eucbled the growth of Dalurghet along with the
villages like Patiren, Patniltole, Kumarganj end Chandicani on the
bark of river Atseyesy in the southesst corner of the epstvhile

district oFf Dinadpurs of undivided Bongele

e.,arlg Fenords,. gazettors and oificial publications
dopleted Balurghat as the tiny villace in the police circle
{thana) of Potirem from vheres rice and cther sgricuitursd produces
were being exposied to other éistriats of Bengale I woS located

in the gouthern haelf of the erspubile Dinsjpur Alstrict, In the



O

writings of Duchanon Hamilion and Jels Sheruill

o pubkished dn .
1033 and 1863 respectively, Balufghat was dopicted as 4 trade
gentre alongside the lower port of the river streyeess while
Patirom wos wechionsd a8 @ touns

growth of Dalurchet @9 an impostant trhde donire had -

Legun roughly since 18504 Before the transier of thapa foon

atiram to Daliurghet in 1904 Balurghat ond dther villages within

Patiran thona were one of the backward and less populoted afea in
the districts The Sensus &c,zmzrt, 8T8, Sound izﬁﬁm ‘gtamaﬁml
Aczount of .aenge;?;f Showed the lcwsst density of population L.c«
103 persens per Sguere mile in Patirem thana in comparison ¢o
other thens in the district of Dincjpur. viouslyy the area
within petiren thona failed to emerge as a major ¢entre of popu~
Zotion scttlemonts Bosidesy Cevsus fimwre of 1872 showed that
the everage number of houses por mause, village or fownship in

Petiven thana weré above the lowest i’;psiﬂ.ti&@ﬁ#s

fcuever, desplte the prolomed backwordness im:’i..ea-
tion for the growth of Baluzghat can be noticed fodn the inoroaw
sing roke of popuistion ghowuth c‘ﬁwiﬁg the oubsequnnt decadody.
before the partiticn of Dengele. The proninvence of BalubBchat hay
be ettributed to the Zsprovernent fn production, econtmy, Infrae |
Structure aud the Installstion of administostivs imﬁa%éiv:&&;;ﬁﬁ in

2984.°

dropth of this tiny enbtrepot wes mainly based on

large scale reclamation of waste-lends for cultivation with the



help of dvoriaginel tribes, vho cone ;,zt;;m cimtanaggur and othor

e s o 7
pazis of the staln of Dihare

In gdditiony {:ra&:m, e*“g:-m,mlly
from the districts of Pebpna and Kushtis {now in Bmﬁgﬁa&esh}, ConR
o Balurchat for trading of agric:ultufal EOUCeSe 'i’he;f buiif:
warehouses neor the rivem, for the conveniencge of trading mzmugh

the piver mx.z%:e.a

Installation of warchouses haci he%;iwﬁ the
geadnal czﬁvelﬂgmsm; of this tiny en*»z.m}:mta as they weie nocesgany
begause of the longth of gmmctiw and trade cyoley Desause of
the slow place of 4rovel and conmunigationy the risks of distant

rerkets, %:he srpigularicies of production and treashery of the

was&ﬁ.g After the transfer of thana :s:&ma Pativas Lo Balurahak
in 1984, the installction of educotionsl institucions, huspitals,
;ul courty post ofsice and severel goverment offfces skaped
E%abzguﬁmz, ingo @ greuwing wrban mntm.m Many poople £ron cutside
Baluechat ﬁti@&t@& fo this growing &;‘?ﬁﬁﬁ esntle, Fron the mauza
miapk Of Balurghat and adjoining mpa&, ii: was explicitly clear
that populstion immigretion was considerdbly hicher then other
a&z&ﬁsefs. The Table.2:1 ., provides the evidence for the
aradual growth of population in Saluschaty zsre::amﬁ £rom the

{ensus Reports frdm 1872-19d14



Year

District

‘Balusghat Suos
alvision

i palurchat Folice

Qarels

4024167
2074293
523,305

456,503

409,557

30434
533,907

5834484

142,062
145,152,
154,820
128,835 .
204,795
184,691
292,738
25&@233;?

. B4.936

5,939
39,304
48,718
555644

52,050

. 87,787

The figures presented in dbove Teble show consides
reble incresse in population from the early decades of the 20th
 century. o |

Therefore, it was noticesble thot Balupshat bggm‘}
o grow as an impoptant town in the Southecastern cormes of ﬂ‘le
erstuhile Dinejpur distzict from the £irst half OFf the prosent

CODTUE Ve

by Seclde=cooncmic Profile of Balurghat

this ssction is to eupleore the sociowadonsmic

characheristics of Dalurghat, alurghat achisved the status ©fF



i

a cltys w::a ing €0 the eriterla of the 1981 Census, The Consus
of 1981 had oloc identificd it as o contre of urban agglomeratdon
with two uban oub-grouthss osuch as chakbheige and Bafdvanathe-
Darae In the 1991 Consus, tou Balurghat has beon accoddsd the
Btatus of a olty ond the dest Bengel Municeipal Aoty 1993 has

S

Scipal aveas, dotermin

selected it as one of the Groupsd ouh & on

the basis of populationg

The populotion of Balurghaty acdording to the Census
of 1991, 15 1193796, Amalysis of the population roveals derbain
demogrephic charegtoristicss According to the Consus of 2991

the susber of male popuistion fs 614550 and femele population is

58sl46s aAncther simmificent fodture 1s that the sgheduled caste

ulation i 12,500 end 2,243 pegsons belong to the cetegopy of

- poheduled tribose Desides, s moteucctby agpect is that the gity

dabed by the people of Hindd communitys who

“helong bo the hiddies stvete of the Hindu gsoolal ordeys The

-

Cobeculng euste population 35 10.4 por cont while vhe ccheduled

tpine Waﬁmi@i& d8 1.9 por cent ms;egt&m&y,

In togns of Jiteresyi dota show thab Balurdhat do s

highly A4
literate ond it %o remackoble thak cut of 56,146 &

rorate citys almost 72 per ceo of the population are

nale population
6745 per cont aze literatee This phenonenon of higher Semale

be subtientisted by b

e €aot that oub of 7402

koy feading in 50 puimary schoolsy 556 per cent ofe fomaln

ﬁ*&uﬁ&ﬁiﬁﬁ&

Bub although the litepacy level in Balurghat ds



£airly hichy its sconomile prosperity haes declined dus to the

Siiﬁ'i :5\3 @@Wi%ﬂ@ﬂt& gﬁﬂﬁmm Q};’,ﬁam} i ‘E iﬁ}:ﬁ ar:g

ogence of indn
maisly agriculturals Grade ‘and Jebs Ain the goverrment and sende
W%mm estalishmentse Due to this inadoguate inccme Oppors

funitys most of the pecple are without any source of incomes

amle 2s2

pistribution of pepulation into different cocupstions
categorissy shoun in percentages .

poptlation|{Main multie {agricule House Othew Hare | Jon-
© jworkers | vakors |turad hokd {wor= ginsli tior
" 1lchbourers | induS=  (kers oge | «lems
LB . iters
_manufage )
leurdng,
. | (process e
. C iservicing
N i sepalrs
13

i l i

119796 2037  3.72 Calld 0435 19461 0415 75.67

Sowrces District Statisticel Handoook Uttar & Dakshin
ajpus, 1995,

percenfiages of workers in d&fﬁeﬁ’.@n‘i‘. Ssectors of the
econony are very iowe The cotegony of Yother worke . is the
lorgests which comprises. 19,61 per cent of the workers,. It is
also found that 47,276 persons 1ive below the povertyeline vwhich

i5 3945 per cent of the tetel populetione

Dalurgaat is =imost doveid of industrial activiiy.

odern industzy hes not flourished in Balurghate Oply a handful
of units of smell-scale Industries have grown in the city. These
units hove cume up due to the presence of a few inceme and




crployient generstion programes under Hehru Rojgor Yojnas
c Sohomz ©f Urban Hicro Snterpirlses €46 Under this schanes thiee

types of sooncnie Ugportunitics have been opensds They are 3

{53 entorprise with no skill reguirement ¢
(2i) emterprise with some skill reguirementy and
(11i) micro nmenusacturing entorprise requiring hichern

-

shille

AL these three types of enterprises are mainly for
the cctdblishnent of shopSy repeising of Giffcrent types of
machineciless momeEocturing of different consumable goadys iike

shog, ucaving, bangle, steel fwerndture, ball pony weshing powdsers

agorbatl and such other getivities.

Thersfore, oxgept sSune saall-=scale uvndte, industriasl

activity is st a2 icw bbb in Salurghatse

0

& £ also seen in the

Impoverishnent of Balua’slaa i
gragtion of trarwport facilitye The ecity is deweid of railvay
transport, and linked with vericus places of the state only with
bus poutss Inportant citdes and the capltal clty ©f vest Bongel |
aPe comected with motor trensporte also, there are :Jc,vr.;»m:}. bug
routes for its lirk with adjocent ploces, -Both the Covermient
and privete toansport system preveil in-the cltye They operate

bus cervices In the foliowing routes 3

{1} Dalurdhat = Halda poukos
{ii) salurghat - paigani routeg

£333) salurchat ~ GongaPanpur rouke;



{59} Balurghat + Relipagsn) goutes
v} Balumohoh = %
{vi) paliue

| {vdi) Dalurchot - HIZE

in the dhscnge of falivey travsporty

naluroh
hinterlsnd th

& fs adeguately comnccted with cther places and its

ough Betor Cransnoris

Aookyeis of the Sooloscconcmic churfesteristics of

palurghet reveals thot Balurchat hos Loon ohe of the most

populeted cities in nest Doengals DUE at the same time 3t is olso
an cdoncnicelly backenrd olty of ¢the staies ALl theso haw

bestoved o dlstin ot character upon the cibye

Be Politicel Development in Daluechat on the Bve of Independonoe

politicsl developmente inBojusghat of the eve of

indspendonce wore lorgely influvenced by the genegal Eﬁ‘@liﬁiﬁgﬁ

re thooughout the countsly wien the enti~imperialist
Seruggke gaiged momentum,  But for undersi andin g the pelitisal

wion betwess losel and netdonal politicol

pents in Balucchety it 3s nocessory wo trace the Integrae

developmont, pelor to
Independonste:

the decline of the gamindary systen e5 the grodonls
ﬁéﬁﬁz fnsritution, marked the energence of & genkry conpuising
tiny Jandlords ond professionsls in Balusghate  Its eclipse

£acilitered the tmonsfer of politicel authority o the rising



landwouning and profscsional peoples Czadualiys they of

the doninert foree in che local offairs of Ralurghut befors

eotivity 4n Balusghot cone inte bedng with

the rise of notiopelise political partiess Ioung St

adonts and’
workers €f the politdes) parties sproed the netionskist idualse

Before the gtazt ¢f hotionaillst movenenty cuperstiticns - and

wradivional soglel piractices goverped the scclety in Bolutdhats

P

but the wave of patd

naliss shoak the roobs Of traditionse
Gradual espansion ¢f edusstion and bullding up of conselovsress
in the lower rungs of the society corsideschly removed the

tpaditions} belicfe and social practices. s

A AT & port of the polistical developments in Baluzghat
the Congress Party goined wide popularity. It successfully mobie
3ised the public opinicn agolnst thoe colonial fmle. The loeal

congress leadery encouraged the peogie to use country-made goodse

At thaot timey Conygress contsolled most of the Scolely sconomidc
and political imstitutions OF the towns This helpod the padty

to build o strong poldticel base in the tocubs Congress particie

poted in the mensgenent of locel scovicee end won the election of
dogal bgarde A nonsgovernment gsanitation board was also foundzd
by the Josol congress leadors before IndepcRdencGess

A8 Balurchot was the main cetitre of politicsl scti-

vitys mest oF the novenonts thaot took ploge were intensivs dn

Notuos In the guit India lovement, 1942, Balurchal tock pact in
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o aotewcrthy manneme  HMost of the Sovermment offices webe oithar

ransacked oF buenty and the toun was feead £rom Britlsh rule for
tyenty four hours by the ool Cohgfessm enet?  Hence, the most
eignifidant developments in Balunchaty at that tise was the

eoncolidation of pblic opinion against the coloniel rules

But swbsequently, on the ove of Indepehdencey gRowth
of focticnalion within the Congross Party and gradust soounulation
of strength of the loftist polivical forces brought notable
changes in the lossl politicsl oremss Loaders and werkers of the
Gomgress party were divided on the basis of thedr fagtional
loyaliye Sissent grew up agelnst the loss) Congress Jeadorship
which was confined within a few nich familices, This hostoned

goctional rivelry and canpetition for ccoupying political power

and positions of influcncos

Disﬁﬁﬁﬂ&iﬁ? OF mﬁ’ﬁ‘s};}e"f—"% ﬁ.n &fﬁemn& $®cm‘
econcmicg academic and cultural crgenisatlons and reccuitment in
important positions on the basis of fectional loyaity widersd the

Zactionak Aifferonces omony the competing groupss

Therefore, politicel developments in Balurghat, on

the eve of indepeondende culminsted in the gradusl waning of

influence Of the factioneridden Compress Party and Stfengthening

of the leftist political parties,

Po Status of Looal self~Sovernment in Baluruhot Before
Independence

with the trend of populotion growth and ubplanned
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settlement inm Balurchot frem the ater part of the 19th century,
the preblons of Balurdhat deserved grester attention rom the .
Govermment for ensuring better iiving conditions, Buty there was
no effective machinery of the Goverment for the management of
locol proslemse A5 o result, the problems like, drainages
sanitation, healths soad wont beyond %RQ ‘capecity Qf the 1&3{}1‘
avthority, which was subseqguettly dnstalied for the managbment of
local affodess

Before the aereation of the Locel Board and Union

Board, monagenent ©of local problems was nmainly conducted by the

doocal zmiﬂéiarsi%; Although the entice ares wag under the direct

) s

rule of disteict %ma&zmameffs in Yinajpur ﬁ:éw;‘aw it was poustis
cally ruled by local semindorse But, after the creation of Local
peosrd under the District Board, managenment 3_:::-.::&1,- gffairs was
performed ot the local levels The nusber of members of Local
poard in Dolurghat was De The pouers of the Local Board wyere
ery la.‘amcz and the coptribution of the pistrict Boerd o the
Lconk ﬁ.@@d rarvely exoceded e 1000 per annume But the Boond had
o repaic and upkeer certain village ;.eaf,zs, maintain pondy o
ferricsy prinary educetion, village senitatlon Srom this peliry
sun of MONoYe &S o gonseguenca, the Loced Board couldd pot undofe
take all the development works for financisl herdship and had to

eaghalamentable Failurcs In addition to financiad herdship the

functions of the Logal Board vere elsc crippled by excessive

pEFicial domination. The District Maglstrate was the nominated

Chalrman of the Béard and the members had no option to elect the
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Chafrman feon among the olected menbers OF the Soards “his was

% . oo 17
the prectice to ensure officizl dominations

subsequentlye as a sequel to the cestrugturing of the
Jowal bodies throughout the entire Bengal, the Undon Board wes
constituted ln Dalurghat, replecing the Local Doards But, for the
persistence ©f financisl hardship, the Union Beasd for long time
could not undectake the functions such o8 constructlion and
upkeeping of roads, -iaaafi.mﬁ and sanitation aemfice.f.

Therafores the functions of the local govermment in

»

Balurghat were orippled by excessive officisl domination and
finenciol herdship . &t that time the growth of loesl selfs
govermment was in o nDescopt Stagee Dut Zrom the boginning, the
local sel-govermments in Balurghet could not bring notoble change
in the living conditicns of the toune They were not so effective
in the fage of the growing civie problems in Balurghat before
dndependence until the tosk of civic menagement was handed owver

o the mundcipal Board in 1951

Ga Political Developments in Balurghat since :tz}_ciaf‘@nf?anﬁa

Political develormsnts in Salurghat after independence
have never taken place in isclation ‘z’:'xcm the gengral politicek
process, Yhese developments aere largely linked wi‘m the general
politicel atmiesphere in West Dengals

The portioont featurs of the post—indegendsnce politie

%

esl develepmente in Balurghet ds the incoption of pelitical
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participation at o1 levels of the gowrnances after Independence,
e hea—ca}uazﬁars GE %:he; newly fosmed district of vest Dinsjpur
were dostelled In Balurchat and siuce thon, Balurghat booome the
centre of intense politicel activity in this regicne Dosides, the
creation of constituengy For the Lok Eﬁbhé and Bidhan Sdbha and
the dnception of the funicipal Board in 1951 have helped the
development of Intergive political activiiy in Balurdghate HMost of
the major politicel parties including the Indian Nationsl d@ngﬁéesaié
Revoluticnary sooislist Party, Communist Party of Indiz ang
subsequently Comnunist Party of Indis (srxist} have f@,,fi.fz:;:a;:;-;‘i.:z:she&
their district offdces in Balucghat {Ehe parties are hopceforth
reforred o as :E;hﬁa Refialie. CoPul and CePelel?) -rwg:s@f;ifivéﬁ;y; They
condnct thelr politdesl programmes for eipanding thedr g_;aggy_.
prganisation all over the dictrict.

The striking featuve o©f politicel develogment in

Bolugghat hins been the gradual strengthening of the Leftict politi-

cal parties sinpe .?;ﬁﬁazzsmﬂama,?ﬁ The feeticnal sgucdbblen within
the Congress Pardy apd the disenchentmewt of thoe local electorate
with the potivitleso the Songress Perty have led to stangthening of
the lefi political portisse. akthough, initialiy after Indopendence,
Gongress had bBeen @hle to win the pasliaventarys asserbly and
municipal elections, afterwerds, the left politiosl partics,
cepeglally the ReS4FPp hat made heavy inroads into the strength of

the Qongress Partye
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