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A~ I:Joeal~- t;>:f_ ~ie: -~-:~ 
·~--~ 

B:~ut--fftlat is· Situaf;i~d iJ1 2$9 134 tl._.; ~nc.1 SSct:- 47't,.,E,. 
\ 
' \ 

.tiJ.'lY rit1.Wrs·ide. en~r:epot t.o 9 metfli\JI,'ll; ·siZe <;!ty-.c' ~is rJ.vers:t~ 

v~la~ al.e>nr:,"'\"'1-~41 ·tne ~·1hplG- ~tat o·f :c>1najpur of· ttod!v~~d 

,~iltl:la c;~e U~J:' th-e. t»ntJ:Ol -OJ; tfi.~S ~nst ~a Canpany 1n .l,'ft$5 and 

the hoU9e of l.J,X:al; ·~~~~ • Uanalo~; -wa~.l the .i.nstl:tution of 

l¢ea1 9.9'\1~~~~ 

;tn cGW.'"'oo .~ t~~i tbe ost.at>l.i-.sbr.lent -o£ ·s.oo·­
div!s:ion !1) .1903 ~ too r~~ipal±t.:r ~- 196:1 eflll6nccd .tts ~-npor• 

·t;anea• i3i,alut"ghat gJ.Zadu~~Y · aS:Qumed the .shape o£ &c· tc.~n t'1he~;~ 

a~art· £t'cm a~i'Clllt~~~ -~PlPa.9J:ieuj.~al: aotivitle:s too,: began to 

t:.a.tte pl~• ~J.e: a 'l:'e$ult•·· it began to ~~OE a$ tile -eentl:'e. ·of 

pOlit:U!al-.t: eeonctn.J.,\';: ar..d ednin<istrat.tve act:ivifr,;tes'* 

Pri.t:: pact:;:i.Cu!lar rJOtnt to be noted h~~ i$ that 

aff;er. inc~e:nd.etK:~~ .nol.~;bat eamei ito be J~~nall: as a •bor~r tonn* • 

Tbe bo~der ·ui.th ·aoigl;a&ISb w·~istan b~fcl:e the creation oii: 

Daugle.uePbi •is a f:etr kU'f.l!let:ers auay.: ma1t:;i.;ng tile~ tot1-n ,eo.Sily 

ac;cessibl.e t,o the 9~r.ants fJ:tm ~Che. other stde of· the- border• '!his 



. ·. ,. 

~'lle ~ta~ of ~.$lurgilat ~as contJ.mea to thri~, on. i.ts 

posJ..Uo.n as adttin•±strat±ve heaa~at.--ter$ Qf the difltrl.ct .. o£ tiGst 

D~ajpw::,. nut ~~£~c~te_.f: the bifur."'t:at:iQn o.f tlte diGtJ;:'.:f.ct bas 

l!tSduced ita at'hin$st~ative itnportance })ecau~e t~ao J.mportt:ti.'lt: zub,.. 

d±vis~.(nlS:•~ satgauj and liS!~., have been !!.;apt ·out~i.de the , 

aaninistrati"~ j.'l\~isc'Ut!t!on of thO" 1)(.>-wlY~~ateQ. Daltsh~ ·n~ejpur 

Al'lOth:e~ ro'tr;iblG as[..oet is· that the Balurghat Nun.i¢$-pal 

~ea consists O:f 23 t,zardS in 'S't:ead o£· J.S~? .o.i:tL.-..r the~ ael!mtt~±¢m 

!{)f the· municipa! arGa ;.tn .1993;.. S.t:i~~ B~urgnat Jrs .a m:ediU'zl: .~£$e 

~e::tty;•\ at"ld ts· J:eclt~ned as en :irot..ort:~mt p~aee;i esr~ctall:y ftQ!ll the 

geo•pol.it;ical. ilrld adnin~tstrutive Pf>il.11;ts Of! ~1eu •. 

~e ~ ~t'i J."'eSe.a.r:qb t'iC'~W ·:On d~f~e~nt esp.ed~ ·o:f· ctha prcbler.'1S;· 

bUt these cb .r..ot cowr tho key is~s. ·o£. u~an deve~~nt 

adn~t~t.±Qn t~y~ 

current£_y•1 tt is. tl.iWl:Sf belie~~t the goat .. ~~ uthan 

de~opnen~ t'la1 be ·t:mnttainab~o tW'..lC:Sf$ lwr~sse.d by a e(iOrdi.• 

:na.1:ed ·efiorc o'f tb.e agan,;:!os .• , BUt thete a~ ~ctually w.F;y :ff~t--1 

ttrPu~: on hot.-r the madhin9ry 1s org~~~ and t-101:1~ .tlJ. the ·sm~1 



to st.-udy tne ·ii2n~6s · o£ urtmn mw.;l-opnetlt e.an~t:Jt~atiQtt -~ 

n_._·.·:-_·"··_· ... _._ .. -----._.,._1 1 .... _-,il'.>_.-_ ••. _ i!fl,. i~. ,~.ot>!f.,~;o..,;-;:t o~~>'h;,...o~<i. tb~ ~!iii>leval st:u~1ti' 6n;· the ~~~':J'i .,.,....,_, __ t,;;, ~i'il ""'"""'-lo~;i,>;.,>;~...,.. -~-~.;> -... : ... . .. . .· - """l.l ... 

·pr®l~ -:of- -~an,·se~~nt t1Ciui:d ~ b~ ab-le tQ· h~:$9\lt -ell 

the .pr~n!eras ·of -~ end' ·m$d1Ut1l eltt;t~ and ~ms~ l'Gt.:~:· ~~{): 
' .· .· 

:st.ud~ ac::~l~s · to met~e an i~p-'Ch. '~ySis· ;t.n· t;,rde.!t :tq andllr.S~ the 

major !:S-sti.eB .rx;. eewl~ment e¥1.{; i:Jacir l'llana9enlent '!ri •a jmsdiQn.~!~e 

Tl1e :sigl'lS.f:lt-!at'l®' of the :st:.udy o:f u~w~t hw...ge~:.t ort. 

a .n\li'IlbSJ: :p£ §aetern., ealt¢-g.lla~ bacs gro~m as a to't1t~ ma$t4,y artier: 

independe~/1 and has he®: pass·i~g tl~ wcii'.':IU3 ~s atJ(t dc:uns~ 

The, study .is Pigni£.teont bO(l.:"luSe :i·ts gretJt..l1 £rem a l!'iWI:$1de1 tiny 

V.ilJ;flge :to a tc·t1iWhip ·fs tho t~ie-~ ms-oJ.fOStat.!Gn of. }:!-Q$t~ 

:colon!~ tt.roanisati.on ,in t~st aang.al. ;ti; beilps·· to ~too<$ 

the f~aen that. a~ ro~pon..~:U:>le for tho -s:luggt:sh grot-7th of t.b.e: 

¢..ity., 

Be$$ws .• the ~lignificence: of the $tU~ deJ:ives' £rem 

tlle fact. that bsS:oro indepen®nee .J.lat,io~'ll!St £a~ P:tJ~pt 

thl:ougb the tet:;n andc t:.bring tho ·•ooit ~nctt~c:~ -call; o£ ~-~.h.:utma 

Gandhi. $.rl; 1942~· the tor-1i'l Mas f~e.O'd fr:tta the ~olon.tal rule J;pr 

tt'1':anty foor homz:s:.. t-i~ ·natj;onuliSt. pol:.tti® was presse{;l i-nto 

saw:;J.ee .£or the CJ:aat"-on \n<i t'1<>rldnJ of' ·tlla a.ivic· body and h0<1 . 

it gradUally became e~she-~ t;r.itl>. e..~ lat.et" aave1opmen-es,., iS 

!mp.orte~~ --~ unoer$tandi11g the functiontng of the. e.tvic· boay.,; 

:?he study ;is· s·ign'i£-teant in· Ul'idstst:anding tl1c· 

prwlems -of Balut-ghat as a roect±uri s~ ct.tz~-· at.t{3ntion .Of t11e.-



~veln.l!Iant to its J?reibl;ems and alaQ. the pol.it'..U:!~· a~ m®a~nt 
u· ·' 

ni.ng ·the· pr-cbl~ ~D.d :pl!'OOpeet ·c:f the E.rVO~ving pa~rn .of 

c10eent.Jt$l;~ed ®'\W~Qprm.::~ 

Urban e:entel.'S 9.rc>~: frcre the p~e-.urban s.r.:.aticil ~tmt 

but sucll: gr<"xvt.ll aeldco ~enble$ one another• The dr.Ut fr® 

Gl:'0¥1th of Udlan cei"A'tel:S &tent$ rna~nly Xr:cm the 

cot1juncture of t..l').e socinli oconcmioi pOl:ttical-adninistJ:oti'Ve 

and geographi.eal factors.. Different forms of urban ceva1or~t 

stem fran d1£fetrent moooa o:f inte~aeticoo among them-.. So~ fr;.qn 

the .symptcmat·io· perc:o-ptio:l of different forms of urban Qrat·ttlll/ 

e!tpe~\:S llave stated thera in var~oua telt'ms-. suqh as 'pr:e.,;.. 

industrial urban deveJ..op.-ne-nt '• "indu.Str!al urbantsa:t-~on''« 

In a coicn~'ll se·tc:!ng~ uroan centers gcot:f to serve 

the colon~ ir'.xt~cst., ~~'.u:cughout;; t.~ ~JOx:-~0;; col'On$al o~~eught 

Qn the bacl·ttJar.d :~oaiet.iea bas ®st-~~·q: thG·i= old 'CU:.ban owJor D.f'A 

nl:so s·~da bf s2..de gcnz.t:.&~d t.u:ban .~\-~lot:mentjl: conduci.t..<e to the"ir 



---~ 

,.,.·· 

J/ 

.-J'"' 

_../ '~t® .t.~e~ ·cOloui~ ~a~ ll~ be'-lt~ n10ul®d to :~e~~ the 

:!light of ;t:¢~ou~s f~n tl'W t=o~ilfhe.!l"~ to. tne eent~• -~· ~e1.~~ 

t~~J..~,• :t~A~i~\ the !4i<l~e Ea.$t, ana ca~~ W'l:s~ t!ldicJ~ll.lZt~· utboo. 

¢i:vtltsat.ion had already .$vel®e~· Ul!bon fo~ tre~ raait:~ly 

altere~ u.nd~r tb~ ~~ .of· E\m~$1,G:~ e~rw::t~~1 ,or !~a~' 

fort>? ood ~~~.;t set~nt.~ ~;e~ 'th~ .. ®.l~1. £o1t ~b~ 91:~tJth 

:tn. mos:t 1;}~ $~ -~ ~'t:i(lrw..1 t>JO.~ld~t: 4 · Xn ~~< c.itle~ .lit~, 
. ; . . .· ' . ~~ ; 

C:qlcut~i? !lQt;bay!ir Ma<~c$.;#. er$~-ta-cl ·~ tb~, ;fJilp~. ·¢£ col~~~~~­

®tstri.pped the· st-~"tt-n"i!l;e· p.ean!nent c.iti.eo :lilt~. 4t~r(nooo~Luekno~i •.. 

Vi:ll.t~~'1;..<:t~·, I~sbl~t:.t:d·~ ~-lab~UJ:.a •.. Ayo~~ya etc'll ~ er~ie'nt. ·a~ · 
I . 

J~;3;pur·". -!Iy,derabad dtt~ t:P· .::;0111e grot~tth· ±nz;~t.us .$ur:vive.d ::itt.~ modi• 

fled forrtt. 3 

~tsry :stages• o£ populnt.ion settJ.;om~pt... aonjunetute o~ s~ial~ 

eeo~.cm:ic-7. peliti;:::al. ...... :~&nini,$t~:a·(;±ve ··and gaograph'ica1 £actors acts 

$3· too; catal:x.st for :u:rtban de~loi?$ant., U.J:ban grot-3th then Z? tlw 

.a'Ulrt to,tal o£ the !r;tte.,pp:l·a-y· bottJQefl econcrrtf..ei sccial~~ pb~it.tctora..,. 

~<:mm~ativ~J and geo.gcr:-4ih~ Vf.iWiabl.es:~,. so., t.hi$3 w:'ban oontel¢S' 

are .r!Ot th.¢ casueJ. uoo~~. bt.tt the ~al.l~~ o~ a ,~~it~n •. UP..ion 

:(}f the for.ces of ch:~-:::s'!S: leadS. 'su~h tr~nfo~'ta:t~r~. . 'Ii~W '~· t.,.~e-

to. a:t~ w:nan cr t:t~~ban growth as £oond 1$>. ·•·xhe C:$ty 5J'l 

rU.story• (~·ui£ !·1utJ:t.Eo-r::;i .~ ·:t9Q:tj :in t·:hidh tho. avQlUt;.!on ·of ·tot-ms 

-ft-om the primi.ti\<"e .c,;;.;:.rvq;~I·u;ines· ana bur .tal taooa . cf palooi:tth;k; 



. Urben oonte.tts grotci. ,afill. a result ~£ 'spec$:~~ Chk1n{Jej' 

btought. th..~gh tJ1e ~et:play o£ diffe~r-..t £actors• merr~ir.:met1. in 

the .previous secrcion.. Di:f£erent. faeto=.a uo~lt · to~th~ t:O 

£.acilitate· a ehange: £l:an .~al to turtoan spat.ial £ocm• liQ'&G~J:..+-

in certain cases l.JJ'e in t.l-te ral'ntt~e t.arqas. ·o£' tlle: r:mel:ward Socie­

ties,.: it is ~<>~1tlxi1es .fO'-lnd that. geogrnpb!¢al feetof;:;. ete p.to£oufi.d 

:J.tn eanpar:!son · ... , tC!.~ · ' t·· other caUS'EH2i of nt'bap g.ro~.rth:•- so~; the 

areas hatitil"~J specific gcograt-!hica$ a££vanta~1; ·supplt;,1nente4 by scrne 

economic :epUL't:.- ·bave 9-dvanced ahead· of other~. A.roong$.t the 

.favo'llt able geQgl:'t;q)\1~ C0\'1ditic.ms,.,.,, !f!'±1!1eJ:~· J;tl~Y · a key 4'01e !n the 

~a:nsfoma:rc:!on. by tb;;-:: r'iver....Side uni<~wn e1reas int.lZ)· ~ing 

centers. S.ti,, it ha~ ;ooen pect.:~n'f,:l!( noted t..~at pdpulat.;tQn 

!S~ttl.ements thruugl:l.t)Ut the -~;r.cr.ld to g. .:t;Eu:.-~p· G."'tte-nt- gll\-..-~ up ,i.n the 

1rr!¢le regions n~.i t.he c-±vm."'S h.cq.ve o£·ton bGan <;:~1&.>zcs of 

advau-.::e into· ~~e ~pie(i terr.it~ry~4 '11'lis process e£ popula­

't.lon sattle-nent. etJablcd the_, grotoJtll e£ aal~~lU'lt .al;ong t1lth: 'the 

'\til:tages l.ikG Pat.il':aru*. Petn.ttol~., Ktmarg-.n:sj end Ch-ati~~gatl;l on the 

barn' of river A~e,;~ee~~ in the soli.theest corner of the erstt'Jh·Ue 

£&l.Jt c-~qr:®;~. g;;:metteJ:s an>J offici~- Pui.?'-ications 

d'.lpit."'ted aqJ.ur:ghat; as the 'Ciny v.il~age in tbe pol.ice c~qlf!l 

{thana) of l?at.tram £cera uhe,rJ rice a."lu· other ·agricu1tura11~roduces 

(>Iere baing e:q-.,or.ted to other distr-~s of seng~., tt t'U1S. l,Qc:ated 

.in the southern hal£ of the cr~~·Yhile D.i.najp~ qis.t.r:ict,.., :tn the 



"~~:tmJS o£ Duobar4_n, Hara~t:ori and J-.lA• ~.13.1 ~~ t·tt.b:~lmed ·!ln 

1!8.33 ~t lSQ3· reQ:peet j..:Wl$:i Bal'lW:~l~t ''ms ~piC,!t,ed, as a t:r~ae 

¢err...x:e &cng3·.1.de· ith~ lo~~ t:~ar:t of' th~~ c.:i-m~· Atl:'e~e~ t1!'11:l:o 

GS:OTtlth of Dalu1:gha:t afil. an irn1-;oreant tta~. ¢'3rf«et ~ad ·· 

l:Je81,ln t:~u~y .s:J;;~· .1000... ae:Eore tb.e teaL~ for o~. tl'A~® .~~l 

l:kat.:lran thana \;Je!.Ce ozm Of· tone b;:t¢l~;.rqrd mld l.e~o popul$-b$6 ~a tn 

t-lle dist!!"iot•. ~h{;l c~nau3 Repo~tw,; .~812#~ ·£0'Unfi: in·. tlle istattstical 

Aeeount of. acngaJl :Shov;cd the loHP$t iler~;Lty o~ popultatiQh i.e., 

103 per.sctl$ per iJ(!u&-e m;tte i..'>l P~t~al'-n thane ·;m ec-4tlpari:so.x;& ta 
·other tbana· !n ·tb~· district J:;£ D:tnzt"p\lr• ObViouely;i! ~.he breEi 

·~ti"ch:tn. P~tir~ thana. £ai:\sd tQ emel!ge .as a ma:j'or ·¢-:at}tre ·O:f pqpu­

~ation :~~tnerlt~ nos~desi' Cen&ttt? fi:tt¢~ .of 1872 s~~;a t~~rt 

thn average ·f'..t..Wfiber of houses p<.:r ma~~a~ v;il.lngc or i~~1nsh:~p in 

J?;atir&'ll thatu.a t;re~e abo\;;·e: ~1-e lom~s~ pps1ti~l1•S 

tion for t.!u; gro'\·c:th cf Dal~-gh.ut: .c:an be not.ic;:ed fr¢'Lil t~~ ·~a­

ait'lg rate, of popUlation· gtetJth dur.it'lg the aubsoqUbnt. d@cada$"' 

etntcture and tile itmt;allation of aduinistr:ati~ suh ..... d.ivic.ion in 

6 1994e· .· 



help ·Of aborig!:ne!; tribes;... tiho C$ne £r:Qn chotana~u.r and :otho:r 
. . 7 

·p~s of ·the state :Of n.illar... :ttl. adlti.t~on-;' traoot"a.~. · es,A;ec:i~ly 

f.~cm· tho ·dit;stricts of Pa.bna and KUf;h:ti;e (n~1 M.l B~;gl_adcsn),, came 

gJe'(Jduel d.eve,l:opmet'lt ·Of this tiny @trepot.; .ea. the.y t>ial:-G necies$ery 

baeav.se of the length of pz:cdUoti.M arid t.t't.'-de: cycle~ beeaws~ -of 

the ·s.lt.:)t't place of ttu:wl o.nd CO'-'lnUni(:;at.ton;:Z 'the· r:tslW: '0£- distant. 

markets~/ the 'irrtgn,l~ities o£ prOt.luctiOn: and tr:oa~y r.:;;f the 

t,5eaSPJ.!]J).•9 .l\fter ·t&'w. tJ:a!lS.fer of thana lXQ'iTh l?atir:a:a t.o Bal.W:gh:at 

:in .1994', :the i;nsttalilatiQn of eoucattonal instit.ut=Lorie,; h®p:itals:'*. 

civil .court~- };lOSt o.f£tae and sGv-~at .govarm1ent offices sh~ped 
·t:\t ~.'!~,.,.~ .... ·"" .,; .. ~~.. · ~ "'"'.,..""" "" · n.o.~ .. l.O p/!..;;n o "· ;,., ......... ...,........ .:. ,..:t;.. :;;.~~~'z:fu,fJ"& ~ a gl."'Ol'l.:tncr ..:u. .... au cro .~ ... ~• ~·~ · y. pe p~e l:.l;'~u· ~t:.s~~ 

.Balurghat migl:e:t~d to thiS 9.t:et1..irnJ um-an ~ntre-. .~~- the mauza 
11. . .: . •. . .. . :n:taps of Bnlur:gbat. end adjo;i!ning area$,, •t. t-Jo.e eh"Pli.i.c_itly -elear 

· tb~:t poJ;;uia13.t1on ~itJz;ation 'tnlS cOtlS;i.dardJJ.:y 'lll.gl~ tilm'l 'otb.Gl':' 

·¢ontJ:e5• ~o Ta.bl-e,~2-~;1 . · · . · t pcov~a. tl'le: evi<tulC.e· ~ the 

QtcS-GlUal geo~1th -c:f p~ta;a:ewn in: :Sal~~a~ p~a1.~~ :fccnl t..~e 

G.:"et.rSUS RBt-JCrt.S f~ 3.672•:194:1,. 



'·!·.-

1:8?2: 

~e<S:t 

l89l 

:19tl1 

1911 

192:1 

~·~~·.~. ..... '\fi-.,;;~4 

1941 ,. 

·402~~67 

·407.)293 

S';a3:.:30S 

4~6:~$01 

t'<!l5 .• 1Sa, 

l?4~$20 

l78.;,J3:36 

204*195 

19:4~691 

291.,:?$8 

ast.~:.u7 

$5,.~4tl 

;:·~ 0"""­;.-:t·~· :>u 

e~.~b"' -;)#.~:-IQ$' 

rwlo increase tn };'.opulat.ion frc.;u :the ea:.r:;ty deeade.s .of the .20tb 

cent~y. 

·' 

tQ g~H as -an impot":tant town in: the DOU'dl-eaote-rn~ <:OrmJ:: of tho 

et:S~r:ihile·. DinajpW'!" d±~ts:2ct fran the fi.ra.t half o£ tlle present 

ThiS sec-ciorJ is to e!lplol:a the· soe~or.:emi¢· 

char~eriSti.® of Salurgha-t. Delurghat. achieved t'fl..e status of 



a ~t.-y•· oo~o~g to tb$ ~rite1::~a of ttla 1961 census• 'l'ha censuE.l 

of· :198:4 had e:t~o :ideni:!f!od :it .as·• a c;entt;~ of u;:ban aggl.~~at.:ton 

witll ·~YQ· ·x:u:ben Ot:d:~.:-ew.rn~., $lch a$ C!v..Jlrohr!gu and Baidyooat..ll"!'>· 

Para* ln.• thee 199& census~ too._. Bal'~Jlfgbat has been ~~~a; th.e 

· etatua ·Of a city ·and the: ~1est Beng:a)i r~un~pa:t,. 1\e4i 199$~i. be$ 

!Selected tt as ~· .o:f the G.ll:oup~ ~~pal a--eaa,: ootern-r~d ® 

ti1e b:ssi$ o.f ~uJat0n• 

'])}:~. ~~u!atJ.on ·Of B~r1Ul:'gl1at~. a®or<1ipg !to ·too· ~ef'..SUS 

o£ 199-l•' '*s· 1•.t9'11:?sns.- ~~lW~ 'tlf ene popul~t*qn l:avaa!:Q .. :~$'~a.m 

$mo~aph!Q clln~act:crlst9..es• .i\eeoird1ng to the ;er.stt.S Qf. 1:Sl91i 

t;be ~ of .male pcp14a.tion is· !il~~so ail'ld fem~e. r~pulation if;;. 

59..$.46.j; Anot~~ i~1gn$1Z1i;ent fgatu:te' ::ts· 'ttlat ttl.e $~hed'$t\ <C~~t.e 

~pulat~ ~s 12~500 aOO.· 2~t;,2.-J3 p~J:\$O!.l.Q ~long ·to the category ·of 

~®~~e:d tr.i,'ba~ . .:, Oe:S1~s, q n.otew~ll' aspe~ is· that .t11a city 

'..s -~-~~ p~at,~d. 'by ~ t;eet;;,le o£ H!nW ~r;y•1 t;jlltl' 

. . 

b:~ ~~at10n ~ 1 . .=9 t.~r.:-· -eer.tt g:e~peetive!:Jr. • . . 

~ ~~Wll~ Q~ ~'t-ralt('l~l?.~ ®:ti4 ttbc•u tbat Sa:tu~j:)at .is· a,· 

bi\lhlc.¥ ~~el.fate c.t:tl'.t;: ~o.st: 12 ·t~~ ·eent ·Of tl'le por4a~i¢n &re 

liter~-, and i.t •ls· ~~l.e the~ out. ¢<f S-Sr-146 ~e' ·p~~e:t::d.Qn 

fi}'l'if;$ ~l: ~coot, Ill~· ·l'~~ca~~· ~b~ r4lenrofe®n< Qf' h~lie¢' '~~m:ea.e 

!itte.rs.ey ··~ b~ ~stant~~a by ~ ~~1: t:b~t .e~ .a£ ?ilQ2 

Siff;u®~i #e~d~ &l 50 p:t:,ifil~K .c~4sj'; $5•6 pe)t oont: ~~· t:~~ 



f:atr:ly h1.;gh-i ;tts e®nantQ protil!;.C~.ity has daclined due eo t.h~~ 

~e~.· of ~sif::r:.lal eevelopnent:. Eaonomk oppo~1it:ias: a=e 

tnainly agricultwr4l tra~ and jobs .in the gawrr.ment: and sem~~ 

.gow~nt establ·~hme.!lt$:tt. ;oue to thiS inadoquatG ~, or,ppr~· 

~anlcg.-;2~ 

p4$t.:r~uti'On er; porllllat1l.ep. into· aiffera11.h .occupat:lO!lal 
cetegori.~~#: :$hc~1n in ~~ent.ag¢$ .. 

1197'96 

Soordo: DJ.ntr.:tct; Statistiesl Hantbco~ Uttar & D<;:;J;.ql'iit'l 

l)~p~~; 1995 •. 

largest . .r. 'Which com:pris~-s. !9.61 r~ qent of· the \·Jc.lr}t.Jar.s·.. It is 

also. found that tJl1~:2:16 :Pfl'~Sons .1:lve be.lot.Y tpe .P~~:ety ..... :!;!ne 'h'hicll 

!•'LOClct."n indUS·t:t;t be:;J 110t flou:ished in· aaluc.;P..at.. ~Y a handful. 
o£ units Of :e,m0.ll;~ccle :industries• have grcun in the eity.._ '1"11o.oe 

t.mi,ts have: C',;,:oe up duo to tho p.reses.").Ce o.f a £etJ in::;c.me .end: 



..;;;:.nt.t ...... 
'""'V~~ 

f &1-lem>~ o:£ Om>an. r;U .. ero E~prlses ~~·~· Under' th . .is ,sell~,•: three 

t.ypes of eeonctn~ .Ql~portunlt;te:s have b~en opstwd~ ~hey ·~ •.#: 

{1i: e~31$e wicth no· skill .!:"~anent ; 

U.iJ ente:q;c.l:?!e t'lli.th some s.kili re~uiz:'$rnei."lt.~~ al'lt'l 

(ll$) m\icro 1Ilanilfootur: ing Er.tlt:Ol:'t~isc ,req~ring blghe.t:" 

(iti.). Dalt:!rgbat - R.eigunj. ;eoutes 

(±i1J Oalurgl-.m:t - Gnngaraa;;.m:- route; 



(Aid· ,~~Ul:lgba~ #· lta;t~a~j- Jlt:r'~; 

-(~} ilt4~gbat ~ ~~ ~~~ 

(v$): -ila!!'(,t.l.tghat ·"'"" t~<alr9'9llJ r~tev end 

(~!:) J~eltu:~t • nB~ r~e~ 

~~~{ ~- the· ~~~ of ~a;l;l'Vl~i ~anspo.~~~ 

$Zllu~g1~ .i:e .ade0¥:-:t'f:eiy c:Qnne~~d ~1it:lt- qtlJ.®! places ar..a 4~ 

b~!:lif;tW ~U9lt mof;i:Oli ~~I'b$ 

Anal:l,N$1$ •of· rlle soc!o~eCJn~!.e :ohar~iStt® ·t::~f 

;;3~Ur"o~St rsv~~ ~~t~ !lel,ttrgh"iit b;;jS fu·1;;t! Qt'ts' Of t.bs most• 

:p~u!a~ed ~~~a: !n west. Dengal• nut at tthe sar.ne t.itn.e .it .ts· oleo 

an eear,c;m;16al:1-tJ :t.l~c!~"ll!'t1 e•!tv e£ th~ st~;ttr:tt..r·. i~l these tm''-e 
' ' - - . .,.. ... ·_ . :)· . - ,-

besto~pa a a~t-in ·ct ~raeter ~: t..~· e!~g.-· . . ~ 

E•· ~o:titica!, n3tt.el~1Ilt. Ul 9a2~t911£lt -on t11-~ E<t~ ·Of· ~n~r:~nd~tJQe 
---~---·-·---:..--.~--· ---. -· -~~~ .... _. ... __ 

~ol.t.tiea1 dsval;~·l'l~ ~oa~~ghat ®.· tbG· eV$ ,oe 

indef...¢-r~aenc:e t~re Jt.e!!gel.y :!nfl~P..se:d b¥ ·~ ge~r~ pel.~'e~~ 

~~"'!lb~p~ tb~tQatjll~'t t!~· ~g ;iil$n tive antl,..i.n1t'$atiali!st 

str:uggle g~:L~d ~..en~:mm., aut £o1Z ~~$ten<:lln9 the p:C>liit-~.eal 

-de~~nt;S m Baiur~et:;: !i:t ~ ~~psa~sr to-o• traoo the · int.~gt"am.· 
' ,, 

t:ion be"e~~en lQCal. aoo nat.iO!'k")l polit~ cle~l~cn~#- t'>.r!J..o~ to . ,, ' ~· . . . 

tiny .lon~'ilo::® and profess,ionals ~ B~giz~'t• - . .its cc~i~ 

;fa~lil~t,ated the ~ansfer of t~Ltieel auth.crl.ty t.o ·tl'l..,c dl:tt_nt;! 



the ®m!'Pant ro:11~ -~-_ th~. loeal: ~~~s,;~s oii a~a,~ghai: b~-:f;p~ 

~®pen~:n~•~-

Pel-~~!¢~~ a®!ivit:¥ ;!in nal~glle~ c~ ~~ bti:lng ~:r$~l 

t;;ile ri$e: >Qst· nat~~t -1?'?1-ittie~- l~~1e~:•~- '1!¢llng ~~~t$ atrd · 

't;o-rlce-r.s (;It the p<'f~;$tlc~~- p~!~$ ~tea'¢! the natio~i~t ~~~:.;t;•­

il-e£o.ec: ~l~ :.ttact ,c.f · nq:t1on~1st :t'ilQWffiont:~ ·st..tper.s:t.J..t.i.Q~c-\ a7t1d 

tr:~ei.tiQr+d ~~-a);. pitae:t.icGl& -~~'ned the sociat.z -~- .aa-lu-t911~:ti.' . : - ,-

but the ·ttav'e· {J;ti .fla~r..al~ -t3he~ th~ rcw:r~IJ ·C£ ·traait~d1~~: 

Gr.adr"'al a~amt~ 'P~ ed~1t·!:on and buii~ng. up (of ®ns:¢.to~~ 

~the .$Otl1~ .rnpg.s ox :the i?oc-le·tu con.sl;~~~l:y remo~1::a :t.be 

~~~ait:~nal b~lie!Q M.a {Soa.tctl -pre.¢clcea~1Z 

.r~- a. p~ v£ the p()l~tt~ ~vel~ents in -~:~~~9~C4t. 

t•he. CPn¢ee~, 'P~f 9:a~~··nl ~~tete po~~i'tlt~, Xt succ~ss;f~ly .mQ1)4.~ 

i:1$ed the- p~lio ;Qptn_i~ .ag-.n,it:lS:iio the eolft;liiial: ~e .. ,_ The l~ul 

COn~~.u .J.e<;:~$ e~..cot¢.;trtged t:b$ p~rile i;o u~~ -c9tmt',::Jt-m$l:ie goods~ 

· A1t; tllat ti.me;; Q~jti:¢Ss c.ol'l"~~ol;leet .!llOS.t. of ~e-: s.oc~~~ ®~om~ 

-anq po1it$ca$.. !•t.it.~i'Om 4:>£ the t~~- ~j;s. J:1Ql~d th~. _v~~Y 

to buUd a;. ·stJ»~ r~lit.t-c:~ busa t.rt- the :tcwm." con~®s ~~ti.c! ..... 

. patod -~· ·the· -!ll®~tnent 'Of. l.oe~ eet"v~s- .and won. ·t.h~:l olaeet$fi of 

·.4~al. b.Q~C!.. ·~- non•gowt:~nt sanJ;tat.te>n board -t-1~ al:r5o· fpu"ded: 

by the 1®al cong~ess le(l~ befo~ lncl.-;;r£fide~~fl3· 

1'.::1 Balur:gha~ ~ the main centre or pi\)l.:Lt.i.qml act-.1..-. 

v1tll!t ~t. Of ,~1e tnO:'Qt~ments that tCC!lt pl.~· w-e1:e j;nt;er..$~'\7~, '1P. 

nature:. .In tha '~t :;tndia l':clOVatneit'lt~ 194:2;. SqJ.n;rgbat tQOk part .~ 



a ~tt~JC!o"~~Y man~~• . Ho$t. of t.na GF.o.>;Jel.1iln<"-lnt ·o~fiQS:$· t<IebO: ·Gitll!?r 

~ns.aclt~:Cl ,or E'J~nf;.~ and t.~e tc:(Jll ~'laS £t:e® f!::¢m BJ::~t~n, ~e ~or· 

·t.t-tefit.y four ·hot¢s ·~sr the local conf¢eSanen.?~·'4 Hen¢el the moot . 

. eignif;id~ d:~:v.alOJ;l.."'len,ts 1.n aaltu:gbat;~ at; tl}at tune· wa$ ti:;.e 

consoltdation of. fUb1d'.c QJ.?.in!on aga!nz,t t?l~ ,c,o.l()niel rule_-:. 

But s~seque~lt!~"'*' 011 the otie o'f Indt-;J,pendenr>A\~. :~cwrtb, 

'0:1! ~aoti:Ctial.\sm ·tiiitl'lln: the Cbngt:e$S :Pat:t;Y and gt'adUe), ~~~atioti 

.~f ~treagth o£ the J.-eftis·t poli!c:ieal. £orces b~d'...tgh,t noteble 

·-¢h~ges '!n the loae.l ~t.;.litical ar~• LoadeltS, and t1Grke;r.s, of the 

Ccngres$ ;pa1.."-ty 't~a divi~d Qn the bqS:is: of t;llet,r £~io~ 

loyaltl!• D~s¢n:& grew up against: the lo~al· Congt~s ~ader$hip 

:which t'ros. cot'af-i.tl$d ~tith.in, a i:e\!1· r~.h· fam'~;$e~., ~h~ ~te11ed 

faotional. r.tv~ and ccuipetition .for ocpupying political ~1er 

on,d p0$itiono. of infiuenca~ 

Dis~ibut::ia1 o£ ,marrber~ ~· ·dif£eran'4 'Goc±aa~~: 

€!Conan~.;.:. eca®m~¢ ·al'id crtJZttlWal or:-gan!sat:ions andlte¢:C"u:itment. in 

impor.t.at)t }?QSit!Onl3' on 'tile bas:b:;J· t>i! fa<,:titmal., J.c~t.y 't'1ideood the, 

l:a~tion~ dif_femn~s- among the eanpeting gro-~$:•: 

IJ:hcrefore~· polJ .. tic.el: develor:merlts in B~UJ:gilat~, ¢n 

tbe eve oi; 1.:ndepcnaeno:e culmmated, i:n ~~e ~adual Haning ·C}f 

irttlueooc 6£ tho .faot.ton•.r:i.dden Celi>:JNe$s Party and ~t:u'lgti1f~ning 

~. status _of Lee.~ ~lf•Bovern:rent .~ Balth.~at Before 
lnd$penc1enc?; 



set:tl..emef,i~ ~· Bal1Wghf!:t .fm:ml the 1a.t~r part of tile· 19th, c~ntury ". 

the p~d)lcmS of S~tn:I;;hat. oose:r'ood .greater attent1~ ~an·. t:he· , 

tZOVI?l:rtnent fqr ensuring bettor li"rJ'.tn;J COlld.itJ.:on~.~, au.tj th~~~ t~ 

nQ ~£fe~;tive mach.!r'ery of the Gover,m:~~nt for the management .of 

J.oc:~ pJ:<:bh1W.. l!l:'G .-a result#: the.· prQ:>l'tans·. l:ike~ drainage,. 

s:ani.:eatj.oo~: bealt.n,.: road tvent bey®'ld the :capacity -Qi! the local: 

at:~tbor.!:ty# :M1d;cll t1aa s'f.).l)aequerit1y ~·:!lled f't>r:t the.· tnam:.~e.nt of; 

loeal a~fa.:i;es.-

.... 

J3oard~ mana~"emont of .local probclerns itWS rna..in.l·y conduc:tod by the 
.· ·.· . 15 

local zamin~a ,. Although t:hG anti.l:t;:: cut'en •;.;m$ unt:~.e~ t.llo dir:ect 
~ . 

J:ttlc of distr:iet headclUarters in Dinqjt;}uC tov1n, it t"JGS _ pitt:;~~~ 

eall.y I:'Uled by J.;Qcai. zatn.i.ndnrs. !lnt~ a£'e~r trn: crea:uiox:t o:f; LOc~. 

" 
performed at t.h~ ~ooal. ~erv.rol.. 'J:Ihe :llUltiber ~£ memb~$ :of ~ce~ 

@Oa!:d .in Dalurgh~ was 9• The pOt1GltS o£ the LOCal ~card we~e 

X~Ccnl BO,erd rarel)l exC'G0dsd es. 1000 per aenun• aut.· t.lle s.o~d hod 

to repair and uplteep eor:tail,l village l:'oads• rnai11tain J;:xJ.lld.i· _:~'--~~-

sum of monoy,. lis .a .c::On.sequence;-, the ·Local .Boar:d ecrJl;d .not; under­

take· all. t.h:e c.e"i..~lo~ont. tt;orl's for: finaoo·ial ~a:r:dShip and l:tad eo 

ea~;A{:1atnentable · £~Uru:e .• ;16 ln additJ.on. to £-Ulant.!ial llar:~'414,; ~119 

f:unctions o.f the :Local noard t-Jera also cr:ippled by excessive 

:Of£icia1 a.ominatd.on. The District Hag.tstrat.e ~laS tM. nominated 



C11airrann fcan among, the< elected men'be~s, of the noa.ra.. Tbit:z tia.S 

. ' 11 
tbe :pract,tee to ansure official domination. 

G011Stitute~1 m Bal~ghet~! replacing the Local BOetr"d• But, fO:: the 

peraistel1~ -o~ £inanqial hardShip... t.bs uniqn D:o..~d £or long time. 

could not und9rteJ:e tr£ functions .auq.~ os· construct±ton and 

.u·pkeeping: o£ roads,. heal~~ and sanitation SC:.lr"J'ice •.. 

TherefoJ:e.- the functione of the J,:oeel ·goverm'tent in 

Balurgnat ~rero- cr~ppl.ed by e}tee·ss;ve Qfjzici:at! dc:min,a.tiO!l -and 

:e:tner~iel h~~bip • At that time tile grotYtl~ 9£ ·local: eel£~ 

go~rnnerat. \';as in: a nase;2nt :stage:. . But £r-em the beg.inrd . .ng•' the 

loc~l self!Ogove:;nments $n .eaJ.~gl1et ®uld not brina notwle ohange 

:in the l:i.ving conditions of i;he t<7..-in.. 'l'i1e•y 't1ere ·rx..ot. oo t;af.fective 

o.. P-olitical f.XaVQl;opnGnts in Balurghat sin(...~ ;tndspen~e· 
·----'-----~-~---~--~---·- ·-·· 

t~racess.. The.se devalopmc.;;rcc.s m;o largs~y linl~ed i.~itb the gene~al 

po!Litieel atmosphar-e in t<Iest Ben't}aa •. 



f~tictl)l.'l't;ion at. cltl levols of the ·~~"r,.atl~• A:C-te~ .In~pendcnc~;, 

th~:I hea<iqu.sz:ters of tbe nc~ttly fel."mad a;;fsl:.r~ct of !'Je.st Dj;na.jpur 

t•Jere instal.led in. Balur:~-hat a11d sinoo thO!l'#.- Balw:-ghat- becGllle the· 

c.~:ntre ·of intense political: act:tvity in this region,. l1'2sioos-. the 

creat.i.on of cor.stitue~v ft:;r· tho Ldt :?.ahha and .s ioban '~_ha and 
' - ' 

the it'leept.:ton of th.e f"J.unici'pf.ll. soax:cel in 1'951 he:v-c helped the 

:(level'Ol;rnent. of !tlte~.s±w po.l!ti.cal activity L"l llaltll::g1'k'"lt~ Mes't _of· 

thP- major polJ.t·.tcal. pa..J.-t!es iilcludin.;; the .;tndian ~.ationel CGngt-ess•:: 

R~volu.tionacy .soa±al:is:t Party~ COO!.'Atm.ist Party o£ Dld!e; anq 

subsequently ccm:ou,.~Zi;St Party of l.!adia U1<.-u!"Jd.S.t) ha~ ~tobl.ished 

thc~:Ir district ·of£4eea in Balur!;Jhat. {t!'le par·ttes are henceforth-

rerf~rred to as :t.t~.~ n..-s.J?#. c..P;•-I and c~p_., I..,M) respecti:valy~ •.rbey 

¢onduct the!!: politiCal progr;amrn9·S for $i'q~:anctir>..g the~ ~ty­

Qrganisation all ov.""er the d!nt.riet. 

the · QOn~eS.G l?'J.al:t;i' and h"lti diS$!1.Chantruen'tt Of the loaal eleeto~ate 

t-1it..~ the eetivities'of the. congress P~y how led ·to str®;;-ftbet'ling of 

the le£t. p-olitical. parties;.: .n.lth:ou.gll# .i..~itially aftet tndaJfi.$Jldence• 

c~~e~s had beoo abl~ to t-d.n the- patl.iamentery;;!. assa:nblu ,;;;mel 

nluni.cipal el.eqtione,, afte~t:l:ertb'J:~: tb.e lef't: poli,t.i.cu1 ~ties.-



1•· Gilbel:t..-: Ae· a-nd J,-. CUgle~ (1984lll', City• Powrty and ~velopnel)t 
(Lendon:. GitfOJ;d Un.ivers.ity),. l:l•· 13• 

~· Ibid •. " P•· 1:4 •. 

3:.,, Rsmehcx~l~1r~,: R.. (19891.. Urbanisation and t1"'rb~n J$l!St'®1~ in· 
J.:ndia {Delhi;. -~~fic~d un~ver:sity pj;~s;s;) f': Pl?• · 6o.cii; · --

4.- Grif:ti.thi '!'.,, {194:9).• ~J:ban GeOt:Jrapll;z ; a ..:study .t;>£ s~.:cc::~ 

Zvo~utiQrt., l?att~n al'ld clezsi.f:ice.tivn in Village~;.r.~ Tatma and 
.-.-¥·--.... .....--------------.... ~· 

9~~ies_ (L-ondon#"' Methuen and· Co• )~, 'P'b~.t. 1.....0. 

s •. I-!m'l~ee¥~' ;:-Je-:W• (1926). Staiti.oticel .t~ou.nt of ue11ga1. : Pistricts 

of Heldo,; Rangptil!" and Dinnjpur (Delh~:.:· concept .J?Qbrt;,j;shing 
·--------~ ................... 

CQnp~nll') :#' P• ~73.. 

6• fStrong,.. F,..w. {!9~2)·.: Bastern l'.lsn.'Jal GtlZettecr Ctl'llohilibad• 
Pio~er x>ressl, .. P• 93..., 

(Jt:r,.,. t... D"'"!'*= .O)· . . "'="'t._;r'l,j,_ ~~:.U. •.. 

9:•: Draud';l-li· F.. (198$.) •- 1Ths t-Jheels of cqnmorce~t· in Civllisat.i.on 

and capitalisn -~-- 15th - 1£\t!l Centu.ry (London. Fen~. Pre-ss) •· --------------------------



14·• sengupts •. J, (1%~)-., t--Jeot Bengal DistErict Gazet:teer {Galcutta; 

OOVCJ:':ml~ Of v~eat. Bengal),,., PP.•· 55., 56;. 

16_. J!oid..:·· p,. lli. 

3.,"];;4, RO!f#' i-1~ C~ (1936:)-. Rural S~l~-aoverrm-~rlt i..~ Bengal \calC'.lt"ta.,, 

'tho unt:tre~$;ity.! .p~ess' ~· !4.6., 


