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Chapter lY 

'X HE NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND. MEAN.INGLESSNESS 

Whatever may Joe the sou.tt:e for generation of 

·meaningl~s~ expre$sions the distinction between meaningful 

ana meaningless expretlsion fines its way 1n philosophy. 

Whether the concept of meaninglessness find its way 

legitimately .in philosophy depends upon- t.ghether meaningful­

-.'lleaningless Qistinction is i,~1~n~rent in the. nature· of . 
.... - • - •· .J.. •• 

language~ And to inquire into the .fact whether th·i~ 

aistinction is inherent in the natux-e o:f language :we- have -. _, 

to look inti,, the general nat~re of languag~ ·tnquilie into 
... . . -

:' . 

s~~se the. oi~in.Ction between meaningtulness ~d meaning,;. 
. . . ' . ' 

. . . . . . . 

lessness J.s inherent in language. Unless we can set.t.le 

wneth.er language has some essential ie'atures ana point out . 
- . . . 

than, we cannot decide whether the judganent about 
- .. - ,, . . . ' 

meanulgfulness or 'meaningleSsness 'is 'extemally impose<J, 
. - . . . 

and ·ts theory oriente4 or whether it is .inherent in the 
. . - .-

verjj ~nature· ot ·langtiaqe. Let us disc~~s th~ ·general nature 
'' ' 

01: cha~acteristie ·features of language, featuJ:es which apply 
\1 • • • - -' ' ' -· ' • • -. -- . ': . . ; - . 

to aJ.l langu~9~· \1~.i.tten. o~ spoken ana only_ those :featt,u:~ 
'. ! . . '. -.. . : 

which· seem to be relevant for the p%0blan in han4 the 
' . . • ~ ... . . • . ~ - • ; - . . - ! 

- ' -
features which are re$ponsib1e fOr deviation ana novelty of 



expressions, in spite of inherent fixity and rigidity 
. . . 

of la~gtiage. 

(1) Lan~age is primarily a system of phonetic S!itnl:ol. 
. . 
~ny sound that humat:l 1~ can prodUce has a conve11tion.ally 

.. ' . 
slignifica1t phonet~ element. ~he s~e_ecl:l appa~atus: _"1~ich is 

:us~d i~ · .:.ili~ ·articulation of language. is . sane for all known 

communities. Hum~ being has the capacity to. produc;:e 
.. 
distinctive soundS which everyone can recognize and.repxoduce. 

+ • ' ' ' • • ••• : • • • ; • • • • • •, ! .- • . : • • • •• . • . • • ' ~. ~- • 

Although hi:gher animals like chimpanzee have a suitable vocal 

apparatus they can produce only limitea 11umber of aouna 

pattern.~ .J:aanguag~ is not ho'tlfever a continuous flow Q£ 
' r.;, . ' , ' • 

, I• 

phqnetic se9Uences. We divide patte~ing Q~ phqnetic 
' .. 
s.equences into symbolically .sigri·ifiCan~ ent.iitibS such as 

~1ordsj. ·phrases ana so on.. And the$e ~1ords are built. up 
. . . 

'• . '. . . . . ... 
. arbitrarily,. there is no definite procedure o:f framing the 

~ . . . . . -. 

word unit fxpm the phonetics. 'Xhe t.zora . .is· the meaningful 

and· unanalyzable "Unit o:f language. 

(2) - · Language <::onsists not only o£ a collect:!Oil of parts,. 

··~res.< i:hrases. ~Cl so on but a set 6£ rules for ordering 
. . . 

those p~s"to gen~r.ai;.e sentences.'of a la.~guage or mol;e 

prc;>p~r1y ·to generate the: meaningful s¢ntences of language~. 
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'rh_~ 9.~amnatiFa;t.. ~1~ of __ tll.e l$DWJage <::_ategor#,.ze words 

1n1;~-- ~i~ai:ept "pai:ts 'of' speech and C:Otnbine thGil ·systena-
tically ana p.mduce indefinitely many sentences of enaless• 

. . ' 

l}r ~varied· foxms and contents. ~.his £om~. procedu;r:ea. ~~ 

empioyed-'by the -speaker of any .language. -~8Y be ~h~t the-.. 

911anm·a.r- of-·one language is more -simple than oth~tlS b~~- .4-~. 
. . . . . 

WoUld ·be meaningless if one- says ·that One language ~~·more: . -

_,grammatic~ 'than ~~ers.. All grammars al!~ ~qual_ - equal :i.n 

t:tie ·$enae of ,be.ing capable·.of producing- inf~_ite n~er of!. 

sentences- fll)m the f:f.Xed.'VOCabulaE,Y •. · ~h~ £ollOlr1in9 ~Otation. 

I thillk would. not be ·mismatched here .. t. 

•••.. the grammar of a language is siinply an 

ordeuzl.y description' 6~ ·the. wa"¥ people in a 

·given society·talk .. o.£ the.sc;n.mdp th~. pecple. 

utte~· in VS~i9Q.S Si1;:uiatiops, ·anci' of the SCt$ 

. ;' which accom~any 0~ .. m'l.~ow . t11e soun.0$.'1'. 

' ' ' 
. -Svery l.an~age .is aaeqtl.ate ~-· .aaequate for expressi-ng thoughts. 

-f~~9s ·ana niald.ng. comimin.icatiOn" possible41 . A language 

.?ontains ~~ classes of woras fomn. classes. and_ funct.:l;gp 
.. I ' ' . . .... ·- . , . 

' ' ' ' · wo-ras_ or more properly words which. refer and 1r10~C!s ~1111cn 
... -... 

' ' 

1. ~-e~J::ana Block and Geo.r:ge L.,'l:rage~ · OutJ.ine of 
,~iriguistic ·.Arielxsi.s. ·awe.dy ~-res$, .. ~i:l timO·r~:: 

- Md.~ 1942#·· p.6, 
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or.aer_ oth,er 't'10rds. 'l":t\e foxm -class C::C)nsists of: .the trJOrae 

"t-Ihich. can .be defined by other 'Words or .s®sti.tuted. by .-.-­

other.~.~~rQP.. o.r plurase~· in_· a .. sen:t;ence.~ :foJ; ins1:anca.~ the 

word. .. ·':!E~i:he~' can. be .aa.:e1n~d:- py ~J:le :prope,rt~e~ of. mol~ 
~. - '. 

. . 

p,a;en:~-_o£ :someo~e•. Sllt _there .ar~ t-Jo:rds: like !to•,. .'.the'. 

~m~ch :c~not bG. 9e~ined o~. substit~te~-- .in -~is ~fay .. b9;:a~sa 
~· . . 

they h$e n~ ~~oi}ymous ~1o1:"tls~ :~hey hSV~ n9 ~ynonymo~s: lr]or,as 
'.' 

b~_aU$e i;h~y ~~av~ no pro:perties. · .. :B,ut. tll~f?G type:. of. ~~~.J:<i$ 
. . ' . ~ . . . . 

pl~y an important.: J»le in_ language. · .tb~y. h~e ·highly explicit 
' . . 

U;$e_ iil ~6!!<.;5t.l§.9.e•.· . They CaJ:l. be- d~:fi~~9- only by the_· £un~+on 

t~ey peJ:fomt: in l~nguage~ · F . .r~e~ P,~ c~lea then f.uP;ct~n 

. :;. '" ~ . 

. :;. ' 

Jmo~er a~ign. :f~atuz;e o£·_-l$rlg0.age is· that it has- a 
. . . . . . . . . ' ' '• . . . . . ', . . . . . . .. ' 

creativ~ or. productive. aspect. :l•l;;l:K' -~leek tenus this feature 

as ~synthetic· res~rlD:C!s·•· -·of l~nguage~·- ·~his· lieatu~e of 

l_ang.uage makes a language an open system. Cbomsky als6 J.ay13 
' ' ' 

gre~. s~ress _on tb.e c~eatiVity Or ·•·op~!!oendeQI'less•· of hum• . 
' .. • • <; ~ 

langl.iag.~ The openness of lan911age pexm.:l.ts"native· spea'ke!r 

t·~- ·ct>riStrtJ.Ct ·and· ~der~ana :fmm a litn:Ltea· n~be~ o~· vocia­

bu1ar-j' ~:finitely nieny' inteliigible C9mpleJ¢ utte,rances 'thcri; 

they haVe ~eve~ be~ {lea~a 'befoie ~- l.~gt;lage: us~s: ·h~e the 
•' . . . 

J?OTrler to. s:Vnt:~~iic·_ nev1 l.illmt:t~~i9 ¢~pqunas~. T-i}¢ _capaci~y 

0 :f the ~angua~e'' users to produce an $.nfini'"?e v~~iet.;v 0~ QeW 



.sentences· is of· course · .nlle•governea. . We· -have to fo;Llow 

the' granmatical rules . for prodUc.i.ilg a new sent-ence that 

tve nerier ~heard before. .'Generation. and understanding the 
.... : l 

new· express±on is ;;i ·' rule-govemea cre·at:ion!-. . Creat.iv.i~y .. 
. -

aoe·s ··not me~ely mean· of course ·the production ·of 'the 

uttei:anc~ that never occurred· ill -the· prev;tous experienc(!tl 

J:t may mean the· st~-J.e' and use·· of· the utterances ·in. a n~"1 

conteXt o·r· situ.at~ori• ·iV:ithout· this feature of. language. :, 

human· 1.anguage t«lulcl be· ve.t'jf much J.ike an:imal communication 

medium.· · .( :r am not mentioning an:Una:t· l.sngu~ bec~use· whether . . . 

·animal communication system fulfils the criteria .. of language 

·:1$ a·-oebatable issue) .. 

{4). .~l:though lang.uage ~s a symbolic system based on pure . . 

and arbit.rary convention .it .is highly flexible in nature. 
. 'I , , • , I . , , 

lt may· ehange according· to the changing neeos of its users • 

. ·Language mcr.i be' creative also ~ · th~s sense that .the users, . 

are free lat l.east at a certain degree)· to invent\ ne-d words 

~or o~o wordS with new meaning(s). Vsers are free to use ; 

metaphOrs and irony o£ ai~erent types for their purpose., .. 

. ':Chis· :is· because with too little given matet:J.al ·We hSVG to '. 

perfol:ffi too 'many jobs· perfectly.. ~hus· to express the· ,enc)xrni.ty 

o£ 'the blemish o;f;~murder .. which t-was pex.petrated by Macbeth.: 

ShakespearE;! 'tvrites ·tt~ll the perfumes of Arabia cannot sweeten 

this little hand'. it may be the case that this enoJ:rnj.ty ·o~ 
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the crime o:f Macbeth could not be pxoperly expressed in 

the stereotyped language. 

(SJ z.·anguage is by its very nature and c;ssence., metsph4-

~;teal•· It is vexy Gif:fieult to express abstrect ana complet 

thoughts ana iaeas without met(;)phor, Metapho·r has: a kind .o£ 

artistic o;' decorative success. Art:!;stic ingenuity .and 

o.riginality i$ .manifested iri the c::reat.ton of metaphe>rs. it 

breaks the ~~teral convention ana discover a new "t-10rl.d t"lithin 

the kn~vm t'lforla. Man thinks so diversely that somet~es he 

is unable to express his subtle thinking .,literally. 'f.I.. 

Au~;Jtin says the metaphorical use of ~anguage as 'parasitic• 

uses o~ language. Metaphor has not only artistic or decora­

ti.ve use_, our ordinary language is also full o£ metaphors 11. 

Wb~ phrase •high :status• \.rhich we use .in our ox'Cf.tnary language 

is a ·metaphorical expression. ~.imilar is the case wi:th 

:~hand Q:f a clock'•;· 

(6) Language makes man free f.rc.x.n th~ .:IJrmedj,ate present •. ' 

Language l?ermits us to say something that have .never happened 

.ana .indeed that might never bappen~·2· Xt mak~ .imagination 

po:,:;:sible.\ ·Langp~ge not on+y a~r~e the ~eality passively, 

it .rather c:r:e~.~:,··tl;le rea:t.,t.ty by .tts practices and Jmagin~ 
·'· 

tion~ ~~guage perfoxms the aou'bl$ tas~ toii:!the task of 
' '. •. . ' 

reporting the ~act ana else;> as the expression o£ fe~ing, ;. 



.:f.meginatioll and emotion. .'l'~e creatio~ pf n~ meanings md 
' . . . . ' . . ' . 

therefo~e the .nm-1 ~owJ:edge .is the p.J:Ope~tty of hum~ 

language~ 

(?) L~~~ge_ is a social institut,ion established fox· the 

pur,pose of .c;ommunication. commun:tcation b~w~en CU.f:;(a.rent ·. . . ~ . . . . . ·- -~· 

inaiviaual$ o,r social groups. Eyery in$tit\ltic;>n mu.a.t hew.a 
' . . . . . . ' . . ,', . . ' ~ ' . . . . ~ 

some common ~es and conventions. 'very .membe~r (,)~ the 
,• ' ..... 

insti.tution must confom to these rules ana. convep:t;ions :mr· 
• • ., • • c ' : • • • • • • • 

their common inter.esi;•~ ~o if communication. iS. .to take place,~· 
' ' ' •: ' I,' •- ' • • • ' • • 

the participants must shar~ ~e .c:omrno~ conv~tions, :ag:reea;. "" 
... 

r..gays of behaving to cooperate \t.ith .each q~er •. Othe'rt·1ise 

the very .. concept of comm~ic.at~o~ wo~¢1 m.~~ nQ. sense at al·l. 

(S) · ·I.angusge is highiy c011lposi.tional J.n, ~atu.re. · 1'b(l! 

principle'-'o£· comPosit1onaltty states th~t t11.e meaning of a 

eomp!·e& ·ex:p.ression is ·aete.ttnlnea by the meanings o:f its 

compOrient pa;ts and ·the way o:f their combination. For 

exanple, the meaning of the aentence '~Th~ p~auty. of .her · fEX:e · . . . . . . . ' 

iS like the beauty ·Of moon"' depends on the meaning 0~ :th~ 

component parts wh.:l.ch &ire 'the' •· ~beau~¥', ~o:f', ~he;~. • fa:::e~:., 

_• is' and. the 1like', tJhich belongs to c.iifferent J.ingu-istic 
. 
classes J..i.ke noun, verb, adjective!·,, ac;lVE!~l:J.. art,icl;e and so 

on. Language also possesses some spec::t~ic . rul.~s fo.t: (!ombining 
' . . 

different -words wh.ich );)elong to c.tlfferent l4nguist_ic classes ., . . 

into a sentence. Acco~d!ng to many linguists and ptlilosophers 
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sentence· is the only bearer of mean mg. 
, , ., '·' ' , , ', , • ·• ,·, ., r , , . - • ; 

· : 'J:'.his· compos.-..tional nature of language is sometimes 

compared '"t-1ith the numer.ic.al system of mathenatics. We lea~ 
. , 

on,ly ~et~. bas.ic numerals and .compose .. infinite !lum~r o~t o# 
• • " ' • . . ,, • ' '. ' • . • • ' • I' '.· 

~o~ exemp~e. ~ea~in9 the nUillbe,rs . . -- .. . - .. . . . . . .. - .... 

. a,'l( .3, :4.>1 ~' ana 1 -"ti7e c;:an_ cons:truc;:t tbe· i1;1£inite nUIQben- of 
- ' ·-- .. · . . . .. . , ... ·. . -.-. . . 

.numeric.al uni~. l.ik:e .. 2~467,· .~~46~7;, .. : 4~~~7~ . 2~.3ti:7, 634'3.7~. 

:7?4~~ .: and .SQ ,9n by the!;' . ~f-inite possible <:onW,ination~ . . . . ~ ' . . . . . . ' . . . . . . - : 
.But . , ... 

the· :dtfl;er~e l::le~~?e~.il tl.le ~o S¥et~ _.:Ln .. ~ard. to .'t:he!J:. 
·compositional.i.ty lie::~ ·ill the fact. ·t;:b~ EW;e~ combination of . . . . . . . : -' ... . . -

nurqer~ ,m~~.sr ~ me-.ingful -numerical. unit b,ut · -every c=oml:>~a-
•. ' ' . . . . . .. :. - 't .. -· ... 

·t;to~ ·of ~;oraS or pb+ases would not IJl~e ~ -tnean~g~ UP-it .of 
• • I • ~ • >' • • • • ' • ' t > ' • • ' 

J.anguage L.e. the sentence. ~his i:,i be<;aus$ mathematics .1~ 
- " 

±naepena~t of ·reality. Xt is full o£ abat~actiOllSa. Whil. 

So we cannot ' . -· . - ... ;,_ 

accept· EPY ·COmbination of $~1 •.. Certajn.manner.o£ comb.ine­

tion. o:f wordS are penniss-U;>le while the others. are. not. 

'i'be~ are· so mmy· ·:restric·tions on· lerigu~ge,c may be .it logical. 

· epistsnological,'1· :meta,physiesl or conve,nt.toni,3]; .. re~tr:l.ctions. 

:tt asef:lils, to me that the p~blan of meanin'g~ri~s- .and. · . . ': 
I ' 1 

m$aninqlesGDess baa something to de w~th-.thi~ ·COrnpos±t.ional 

natuJ:e o£ language• · Compositional, .. pattern (sometimes. goes 

t-.ttong• · · · !t · goes wxong in· ~evaral i:Jays,:, some· o£ th~ IDS'.! be 

dr~tic than otheri;l• :Piainl.y the rul:es Qf ~ar.nsr· c51 
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ae'temine \'ibicb combination of words arQ legitimate or 

maken senoe ma t·1biCh combination of \1ort'ls ara nonsensical 

o.r senscJ.QG~ ~.e.- tlle combination o_f t'lor&J are being 

:oxcl.udcd f~m the 1Slgu~ge ana withdrawn from ~.ireul~~·-1 

. Language· Ao: fillea ttJ.th the queat:icns o£ a:ceptabilitr­

~eeptabili,;ty of ~he sequences _of tha t1oras or_pb.r~es •. 

som~imes tJe axe misled by the grsmnat.f.ca1 confusion and 

make "'%'0D9 ~inat.t.on of te>riis aue to tbo uxong gt:anJDatieal 

.(lDalogy. Ana "philosophical pxobl«ne m:isd' says '"~~'tt~en$ein 
. . 2 ,., 

·~;hOD language goes on bolic.lst' •. · tU.ttg~tein g.ives various 
' -
.instances t.tlich .are tbe result of such gc~atical confusions. 

( 1) Time flows 

.(3) :t ~eet· the depth o£ 't'zater is n feet 

,( 3) 'lthmltln9. takes pla:e in our mina 

· (4) J: can not hmie his toothache. 

~·hes~ sentences sJ:e the result of t'ftong ·grootnaticGl anelogy, 

some o~ thGn rn~ be called as nonsens.:!cal. ana the o~ers 

result &.rom ;looking than o11t of context.- W:a lmon "RJ.ve!Z flotis• 
' . ; ~· 

. i.e a. pGr£oeUy grsm:natkal sentence.. 'l:hts leeds us to make up 
. ,r . . • • 

senteflOos: like ·~Jma flor:Is•,. Ana think that. t:-his oe3!ltence. 

also makoo., senso literally., Samet~es ~~e ~uperir.tpose the fopn 

of one sentence to make another sentence nith &ffexent content. . -- .. . - .. 

~ . ... -

1 Ludwig WJ.ttgenstein. Philqs~pb_i!tEiil .ce~S$!~: 
Basil Bl~l::t1ell, .Oxfora 197 •. Sect · oo., 

2 :Ibi4, .section ae. 
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May be that the $8ntence •'-' Jme not~s• has some metapho'"ical 
- ~ 

use but litQ:Jrally it makes no sense at all• 

~he sentence R• I £eel that the depth of water 1$ 

n, feetin combJ;nes well .. kitown t-JOJ:'ds but in a ·deviant way. We 
. . 

knot-J what •.·x feel' means ana we alwo know what 'the aepth 

of water is n :feet• means but ''ie don't unders~~d. th~ in, . 

. . : . . . . . i . . -

Of _the •Sent;f!tlt;e has to be ···explained to· make sense~ . on• cafi 
. ' -~ . 

explain this expression in this way 8$. it. i$ illustrated 
;··~ -~ . . ~ .. : . 

by w-ittgenstein. •wb.~ l have' a cert~n :f_eelirtg of tension. 
- . . . . 

in ~Y ·h1:t1~! the. Wc>r&l · • thi:ee feet-~ : .spr~g- up .iii· my ·Jilan~·. ~ 

Ana the meaning of .the sent~ce t•z -~~i the~ depth o:f the 
tiater', is n· feet••' is' j~st the ~ianati~~-: one gives to,' it 

' . 

ana:' nothili~ 'more. 

':J?b~ .it· follows that meaningless expressions ru:a 

not always artifiCially produced £Or · s~if.i.C pu:i:poses - ths 

purpose of- giving: an eXailple o"f. meaning~·~ss -~ re$sion or 
'' ' ' , ' . 'I, ''' : .. '' ' .• : ' . ' • ' ' 

making a joke. The passibU.ity .of expressJ.ons being meaningt~i!> 
' ' ' 

less is sometimes inherent in the vety nature of langua~e. 

Meanin9J,:es~· expressions somet.inles generat~ ay,e to the v6IDle­

·ness ·m.vo:l.~ed in the ·natural 1-anguag~- ·fl:Om ·the inherent ,, 

1 LudWig W:i:ttgensteil:l. 'l'he ·Blue .and:Brg'\vn"l30o)i.;. · 
Basil Bl:ackwell. O?t:ford, · ~978,:~ -p.11e 

' . 


