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to reject the Gandhian way. We nlso found it impossible to
reject the modern or for that mmtter, the Western., Did thise-mean
that we accepted what we could not reject ? That was also
izpossible, For one thing ve are disenchanted with the modern
West, disillussioned after World flar I, sickened after World
War II, For another we were not sure that in following the
Gandhian way we wou!d not undo a eentury and help of ewvolution
and return to the Middle Ages., There are wild men in India whe
eare nothing for Non<Violence and Truth and whose one object 4s
to good old days of the privileged castes of India, lModernisation
is therefore a storm necessity and it must be carried out with a




83

firm hand, But the means towards this end should not be unfair

or evil, Enferced modernisation ean not lead to a fiowering.,
of the spirit .eces¢ Ve are passing through much immer trawvail,
We have the feeling that in the process of modernisation we are
moving further and further not only form our enemy, medievalism
but also firm our friend, Gandhism ,... Great masses of men have
been enfranchised., If they in their impatience throw to the
winds, their tmditioml reverence for 1ife and respect for truth,
esasing to distinguish between right and wrong, their country's
modernisation will only land it irn great disaster. Their rulers
should be welleadvised to guard against disaster by ruling out
violent and untruthful means., @n the other hand there should be
no undue delay in the ewvolution of the country., Rapid evolution
is the only substitute for revoiution while ve must not lose
our x soul for the world we should not lose the world for the
sanke of the soul, For a disirherited peop'e long exploited by
foreign and indigenous elerents this is also necessary. I have
tried to give a picture of what is in the mind of the writers of
India at the present day., A struggle is in progress in that
mind between the modern, the traditioma’) and the Gandhian ways
of 1ife, A satisfetory ‘modus vivendi! my be worked out some
day but what we have to day is an unreal compromise not worthy
of serious serutiny. There can be no greater art or literature
unless a solid foundation is 1aid in truth and love .... Indiads
age-0ld pre-gccupation with the etermal wverities, with the firat
and the last things will never take a secondary place or fade
avay. The best that i1s in her is permanently attuned to these
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verities ... The irherent centradictions between the modern way
and Gandhian way will infwasingly come to the fore. Writers
will perhaps be forced to make a choice between the two and it
will be an agonising choice to mke either way, Western writers
have no such agony ahead of them., HHere we have to carry the
masses with us one way or the other or become quan.'"
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e IO 7Y - "There can be no greater art or literature
unless a solid foundation 1s l1aid in truth and 1ove .....

India's age-old pre occupation with the étermal verities, with
the first and the last things will never take a secondary place

of fade away. The best that 13 in her is permanently attuned
to these verities..ee. "
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