PREFACE

The land of unspoilt and enchanting natural beauty of exotic flowers with
its majestic and gigantic guardian deity Mount Khan-chen-dzo-nga, Sikkim in its
developmental process was initially a feudal monarchy, later it was a protectorate
of India followed by -associate status and finally to become a part of India in the
year 1975. This transition, over the years, from one stage to the other exhibits the
growth of not only an effective social system but to build a strong democratic
political system. This transition has further made the rulers and the people to act
effectively in both social and political life to accelerate the process of
development. The basic issue in the process of transition is to fuse and integrate
components of the indigenous culture with the standards and practices of modern
democratic life. If we theorise the political process in Sikkim it focuses on
political developments, nation building, popular participation, tradition in
modernity, identity, protection and unity of the three ethnic communities. The
objective of the present study is not theory building but exploratory in order to
understand the socio-political developments of Sikkim. The study and analysis of
this work covers the period between the Twelfth ruler-Chogyal Palden Thondup
Namgyal (1963) through the politics of integration and restoration of democracy
under the leadership of Shri Pawan Chamling’s Sikkim Democratic Front which is
in power. Traditionalism and constitutional protection of Sikkim are continuing in
the political process of Sikkim in the functioning of the Executive, Administration,
Panchayatiraj, Legislature, Electoral process and Judiciary since 1975. By and
large, this work focuses on developments in Sikkim in the socio-economic fields
and political arena which ultimately tries to protect democracy, basic rights and
identity of the people of Sikkim. '
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