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PREFAGE -

'The.topic wmder iﬁvestigatioﬁ‘ié the Industrial Dovea
10pmént of North Bengal: snd the reason for its selectio is
that so far no comprehensive‘5tudy‘has be:n made on this by

‘any individual or reépsctive concerns; It is neadless to o
say that the true picture of the economy of a region cannot
emerge without taking its industrisl asctivities into conside-
ration, North Bengal;fbasidally an agriculturgl region,
depends to a certain éxtént, am its smell scale znd cottage
industries which traditianal as they are, reflect the Indivia
duality of the region,. fmong the major industries that now
functioﬁing in Norﬁh'Bengal are meinly at the small sesle add
cottage level, like, the Saw Mill, the Fly Wood, the Handllem,
the idice Mill, the Fruit processing, the Bzkery producss etc;

o name.onl?xthe'impdrtant ones, Tez Industry the most basic

of the region has however not been included in the present study
as by its sheer size asnd complexities it makes altogether a
separate study, - Ses%ﬁes,'intiated by foreign enterprise and
capital - ab least in the carlier period = Lea industry does )
not it in with traditional nesds of the people of this region,

The introductory part is devoted to a comperative
assessment of'SmallfScalé #d Cottage Industries Functioning
in North Bengal anﬂ'west Bengal,-giVing an anzlysis of the«termsi
like "Large Scale",: "sedium Scale" and "Small Scale®,

Chapter I refers to the Geographicalg Oceupational and
Economic background contributing to development of thetcharaa-

ceristic industries in North Bengal.
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Chapter IT investigstes into the infrastructural facili-
ties 38 availgble in the regilon and having their roles in induse
trial devolopments

Chapter IIIX covers vhe places of Industry in North Bengal
anglysing the varicus locabiongl advantages responsible for the
diversification of the Hegistered Small Scale gnd Cotbage

s

Chapter IV puts emphgsis on the need of field survey, its
cbjectives and scope far North Bengal, thus revealing a central
contrast between G7 small Scale end 150 cobbgge indusirial wnit
of the surveyed samples bringing into surface that all of the

former, except ££8 L { 2 oil Mills, Cigar Cheroct, Sodium

n the in

fudo

Silicgte), are located Ortant urban centres of Norsh
Bengal, whereas the cottage units gre in smaller towng op
villages, This geogrsphical cuﬁura t no doubit, helps to explain

@

sonme of the differsznces in the ﬂar“ening characteristics and
utilisatiﬁn of capgeity of the respective types of establishnment,
. 4 . .
Chapver V anglyser the location, structurs and operative

conditions of the indwtries, with reference to the composition

f fixed snd working capital, e ioymknu and proiuvction capacity,
providing a basis for banks or other financial institusions in

adopting norms for loén_nannfam° e

Ghapter VI and VII give details about the mgjor induse

. 5 n

es, like, Sagw #ill and Ply Wood Industry and H-ndloom Industry,
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The concluding chapter focusses con the problans inhibiting
the growth of industries in North Bengal mnd poinis out the

il

reoidisl measures with suggestions for fubure development,



The principal aim of the présént study has bem firss,
to snslyse the existing industrial éharacter and itsfpasitien,
second, tO asSsess the resource poteﬁtiality; Mg third to
establish the priority of the speciality industries that c¢a=n be
given z betier S¢0§a;f0r further development which tltimately
will strengthen ﬁhe"regiongl as well as the national econﬁmy;

‘ A part of the results of this thesis obtainediéhrough
persistent field investigaticne has been published in the form

of 3 rescarch papers the details of which are given below,

1. Indien Silk, Oentrel S$ilk Board,Bombay
‘Miiglda 3 FPremier 5ilk bistrict of West Bengal®, Vol, iVI

Nce 5 pPpe 21~25,'September; 1977

2. DBanmahal, Uttar Banga Banabyabasayvee Sammilita Sanstha,
Jalpaigwi, "vlywood Industry in North Bengel', Voll.III,

Noe7 ppe 23 - 26, March, 1973,

3a Indian Geographical Studies, Gecgraphical iesearch Centre,
Patna "Development md Growth of Wood Based Industry in

North Bengal® Val.illﬂpp._45 =50, September 1978,
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