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§ Br45% ST O The Rajbansis of North Bengal
M2 A2 ¢ "The Rajbansis are found throughout the undivided

Bengal, Purnea in Behar and Goalpara in Assam."2
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"The masses of the North Bengal areas are very
largely of Bodo origin, or mixed Austric - Dravi-
dian-Mongoloid, where groups of peoples from
lower Bengal and Bihar have penetrated among them.
They can now mainly be described as Koch i.e.,

Hinduised or semi Hinduised Bodo who have abandoned
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their original Tibeto-Burman speech and have
adopted the Northern dialect of Bengall and
when they are a little too conscious of their
Hindu religion and culture and retain at the
same time some vague memory of the glories of
their people, particularly during the days of
Visva Simha and Nara-narayana, they are proud
to call them selves Raj-bansis and to claim to
be called Kshatriyas". @
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"When we cross the river (Brahmaputra) coming from
Dacca, we meet a well marked form of speech in
Rangpur and the districts to its North-Rast.

It is called Rajbangshil®
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