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S ACee] Wics 9" Leonard Bloomfield 9esica: “ Language

plays a great part in our life, perhaps because of its familiarity we rarely observe it,

taking it rather for granted, as we do breathing or walking.””

Sigifesiat Edgar H. Strutevant Si=iF el fRaees @Sic: “A

language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by which members of a social

group co-operate and interact.” *



David Crystal e =y TWeges=: “ The everyday use of this term

involves several different senses,... At its most specific level, it may refer to the

concrete act of speaking in a given situation.. the notion of PAROLE or

PERFORMANCE.” *

HWHIEF FTINE W SiEE SiEsiEel e rassiasE
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qHCIH WW@W@W@WWlWW

GF G0 SIFICE T A SITT 65 O9F 6 SHI-S==Wig |
M R a6 DTS Alte S IR SiFice: sl Reeg

[T T ACFA | @ e Bloomfield Icetee=: “A group of people

. . . &
who use the same system of speech-signals is a speech community.”
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TSI Aol Wes ey <=1 =eace: “A specific form of a given
language, spoken in a certain locality of geographic area, showing sufficient
differences from the standard or literary form of that language, as to pronunciation,
grammatical construction and idiomatic usage of words, to be considered a distinct
entity, yet not sufficiently distinct from other dialects of the language, to be

regarded as a different language.” ©

David Crystal & ‘A First Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics’ <=
qQeacas, BASIE] 'rom: “A regionally or socially distinctive VARIETY of a
language, identified by a particular set of WORDS and GRAMMATICAL
STRUCTURES, spoken dialects are usually also associated with a distinctive
pronunciation or ACCENT. Any LANGUAGE with a reasonably large number of
speakers will develop dialects, especially if there are geographical barriers
separating groups of people from each other, or if there are divisions of social class.
One dialect may predominate as the official or STANDARD form of the language,

and this is the variety which may come to be written down.”

The distinction between ‘dialect’ and ‘language’ seems obvious: dialects are

subdivisions of languages.””

A= =ru={ Petertrudgill-a¥ ‘On Dialect’ =GR <= Seacq=T |
fold @8 arg ol W KSiTs St e | OFcel
st Feetees: “This book consists of studies of diﬁ"erent aspects of language
variation. They are studies of dialect in its widest sense of social and regional

varieties of language, together with their development, diffusion and evaluation.””
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eI gNireH=i" SiE The Origin and Development of the Bengali
Language (Vol-1, Rupa Edition) &8 introduction--a¥ >0 /B JC=CRA:
“A classification of the Bengali dialects is to be, in the first instance, from the
stand-point of Modern Bengali.” @@= #izei® Tof= feictew: “In reconstructing
the history of the dialects, what help can be obtained from the forms in Middle
Bengali literature is to be taken, but the basis of dialectal division must be the

living dialects themselves.”

fie FRSHFIT Fiell TS AVHGee Agfae qieenid
R T TACS BIF. QI (R BT (AT S AN THCS
BIN | S SfSN® Q¥ I, WY AT G ARCSIT NPhS W=
[T TSI MRS AYoi+fd7 T @18 TS living dialects CATHS,
TASEHR G ATe BEce ¥eq | TSN g2 R 1 9'ew"
T “PAE #cEwd TLeon” A Togd FEACRN QFqR JCECRA
A TSI SCAIPAE @8 Q0 (F AP oA B
“ffeql Fos ~ta | TSN SN [ (&, UE TSI GFea
CIfRETF X SIS LA TN T IR AR AR B B
T T SorsFiefE te Toocs | |
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q ey o A= oW By T ¥HA: “The dialects of
Bengali have some important points of agreement with Maithili, ... the speech of
Awga (Bhagalpur District south of the Ganges, and Santal Parganas---the ‘chika--
chiki’ area of Maithili) and of Mithila, tracts adjoint to Bengal proper, forming
probably the basis on which the dialects of Bengali grew up in Bengal. From Anga,
the Aryan speech (Magadht, Prakrit and Apabhran$a) seems to have passed down
to Radha, and crossed over the Ganges to Pundra-vardhana or Varéndra, where the
Aryan language might also have come overland from Mithila. Along the Ganges, it
spread from Agga, Pundra and Radha to Vagga. A wave of emigration and cultural
influence from Mithila joined forces with Varéndra, and later, perhaps, from
Vai;ga, and the Magadhi Apabhran$a was carried to North Bengal and Kama-riipa,
and thence further east into the Assam Valley.” >°

SHHRASICT WGIAT FHAE N qigett Torsa Fotsr sacs
e “Higi_e QiwiEng’ e o s | 9] e sng_=s
IR BB FATNCH AR [T SoIsi=ia =176 Reas=l Feaeed |

S5 FAIRSTNE BN e Tosm DG 99
= Tl B FEACEA |

“The dialects of Bengali fall into four main classes, agreeing with the four
ancient divisions of the country: Radha; Pundra or Varéndra, Va.yga; and Kama-
rupa. Radha and Varendra, and to some extent Kama-riipa, have points of
similarity which are absent in Vanga; and the extreme Eastern forms of the Vagga
speech, in Sylhet, Kachar, Tippera, Noakhali and Chittagong, have developed
'some phonetic and morphological characteristics which are foreign to the other

groups. A great deal of these have unquestionably an ethnic basis.” >
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AFR V@ 4 TN TSN SUEIBAIG A ASicw  =eg
AHCATSNT FECEHN | SIF NCo Soraie 5t Sorsimg e “class
dialects” I &1 TorsiT ~T5t68 Twow© | o Jeeca=:

“There were also class dialects, spoken by members of the same class or
caste scattered over a large area. Ever since the beginning of her history, Bengal
has been receiving settlements of people from the West, from Bihar, from the
Benares and Gorakhpur side, from oudh, from the Panjab, from Gujarat, and from
the south from Orissa, and even from the Dravidian lands. Sometimes these
peoples were numerous enough to form self-contained communities, which
stereotyped themselves into castes, thanks to the exclusiveness of medieval Hindu
society; and when they became Bengali speakers, their speeches often came to

. . . ey . . S
retain certain peculiarities, and merited the name of ‘class dialects.” ™

G AT TP TN Sfows BogAeHieg | S WS-
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Toreial) QT TR (Tea-+F oo Toreia) 7

OFATER S TSI--- Qe @=tE gt /Kot Ssret=
g, ACSIHt TeselE 9N sy sureEs =i 7 7t



O
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OqR. FESIT AETT Bl SieEe Sfcs Idiwres 5
G SI6I6 *AT St FCATEA |

CTT TR, TS I o (4t SIthd ey TS- 1=y
LTS Q6 ey SiF 9IS ICHACEH, Sl Ieee, Sl TRt
TSI BT YNF QST A=A [{ay Kows a=o
FECRA | 9R @R S| 9T Towimm w3 s
TASIHICEF BleTe FL qiET (standard colloquial Bengall) fsics fofgs
FCACES |

S YRITSHNT qeetesw--“ The speech of the upper classes in the
Western part of the Delta and in Eastern Radha gave the literary language to
Bengal, and now the educated colloquial of this tract, especially of the cities of
Nadiya and Calcutta, has become the standard one for Bengali, having come to the
position which educated Southern English now occupies in Great Britain Jand_

Ireland.” ¢
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