PREFACE

Women are considered secondary segments of the human society. It appe;ars as
universal phenomenon. They are honored as mothers who render invaluable service to
. the sustenance of human race. In the growth of human intellect and intellectual works
of the human society, their contribution is either negated or evaluated in second
consideration. And when a few women did wonderful works in any important field of
human development, they are regarded as exceptiopal. Women carry the wheel of
production system but they are not duly recognized as the part of production. They also
confine themselves within the conventional roles. However society is not a static one.
Changes come either through the process of evolution as well as human efforts. Response
to the change of situation may vary in different section in different degrees. The late
response of the Muslims in India to the western education of Science and Technology
might have affected the community women much. Muslim women of India have
responded to the changes more lately than their counterparts. In Tripura they are not
exception. The historical setback (i.e. Partition of India), the geographical location, non
intervention of traditional economy and its political status in the nation’s perspéctive,
all these account for backwardness of the state itself. They are regarded backward in all
respects-of their participation in education, economy, politics and many social activities.
They argﬁnnd the current stream of social development. Since the Princely Tripura,
Muslims are found as not only contributing to the major revenue source of the state but |
also politically conscious. A sizeable number of men are found in several modern
occupations. The contribution of women remains invisible. The matrimonial status of
Muslim women and their low participation in education and social activities are subject
of popular debates and discussions. Therefore, a resercher is to explore the reasons
behind this high gender gap among the Muslims as well as the gap between Muslim
women and other communities’ women. It is an wonder that in the socio-religious
philosophy of Islam, women are accorded high dignity but in real situation they are
found in low status. Hence to study the sociological reality is the driving source of

inspiration for the present research work on Muslim women in Tripura.

The basic objective of this study is to examine the status and role of Muslim
women of Tripura. Emphasis has also been given here to explore their problems and

prospects of development and change.
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