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Dar jeeling, Kalimpon: and Karseong Sub-pivisions
are the hill areas of wWest Bengal, These hill areas are famous
for tea plantation, A volumenous literature has grown on the
problems of tea industry in this area, But hardly any investigative
vork has been done on agriculture, Agrimiltare of the hill areas
in contragt to the plantation segtor hag rel-tively remaiped an
unexplored field, In respect of employment of hill people,
agriculture occuples an importaast place in the economy of the
area, The purpose and objective of this theais is to study the
protilems and prospects of agricultural development in the hill
areag of Darjeeling distriect,

Any study of agrioculture of this reglon reguires an
apalysis of its historical and politiecal perspectives, This is
because the hills of this part of the Himalayas were isclated,
unighabited and full of forests bofore the advent of the British
in the avea, The Britigh Raj consclidated its position by taking
some hill tracts from the Sikkim Raj and some aress from the
Phutan Rejj. Commercial agriculture in its proper sanse of the
term vas started after the British conquered and introduced
thelr administr-tion in the region, In Chapters I and 11 we
have diseusgsed the beginning of agriculture and nature of migration
of people from Wepal, Darjeeling hill area is inhabited mainly
by the immigrant population., In these two chapters we have
tried to trace the carly grovth of agriculture in this aresa,



There was simultaneocus geowth of tes plsatation and
agricultare in the hill trasts of Dawjeeling. The land ase
pattern shows that most of the tos gardens are situasted in the
tract Saken frop dlkide and moet of the fasming land in the teast
taken from Shutea, The division 1o not waboreticht and there was
consideratlo intersction between tea plantation and agriculture,
in this area the RBritish introdneed 8 land Sopure gystem which
was different from tho Zesindary system of the plains, In the
Chapters III and IV ve have discassed the reloveant lasue of
interconnection betvoen ten land and erop lamd and the land tonure
systen, Tho growth of agricultore vas sapld sad socordingly
cortain poliey measures vare adopted to safoguard the intorest
of the Lepche apd Bhatis owner cultivstors, the original
iohabitsats of the ares, In tho Chapters V, VI sad VII certaln
differences in the wede of eultivation in conpariseon t9 cultivation
in the plains ares of veost Beugal have beon shown, Terzaced
cultivation st & high altitude in the rugged mountain torrains
aroates important differonces, There are cestain unique
charactoristics of arop pattern alae,

Tho situstion drastically changed after independence
of the countey, Verious protlems arising from marginal load
holding, intensive cultivation, cropping latonsity and othew
relevant mattors of agriaultural devalopmont have been discussed,
The ocologicnl disastar dne to deforestation and soil arosion
and ite inpoot on sgriculture of the ares have also boon discusaod,
In She chapters VIII and IX wo have discussed some of the



speaial prouloms of marketing with raference to cash crops in
particulsr and other orops in general,

Proliloms of ropid growth of population, absence of
ote, became very prominont in the posteindependence periods
Governmont moasures undertaien in these contexts have boen
discussed in the Chapters x and XI, ve have sttemptod to show
how far the messures undertaken arc sufficient to solve the
protloms of agriculture in the area, The Govermment spproach
haa also been serutinised ty & study of cartain villages and areas,

cultivation in the siopea of the hills differs from
ordinary cultivation in the plains not only in respect of altitude,
soll composition, climstic conditions and maturel hagards tut also
in sony other rogposts, It is in this context an attempt has
been made to evaluats tho approash of the Covesmmont o develop
ageioculture in the region after the Reitish left India, The
objective of this theals i3 to study the protiless of agrisultaral
development in the hill arcas of Jest Beogal with spoeial
roference toc period after indepondence,



