
tb« f irst iiaartar of tba tventiath eantury aaw tha 

risa of thraa graat Anarieaa Writers «— Mbitaan, Mark Xvaia, and 

Hdlvilia — to fmaa. Although aanjr er i t lea asMilIad Whitaaii*a 

poatie talant in seiirriiotts tarns and down to tbe tina of the poat'a 

daata tha prevailing Aaariean c^inion was thf>t Whitnan tuas A third. 

rata poet and an ianoraX aan, Mhitaan vas not aXtogether witliout 

friends and adairers. ?roa aeross the Atlantic, W» M* itossatti 

bailed hia as a pionâ ^̂ r. M.zra l-c înd, i'« S« £l iot , liart Crane, 

will iaa Carlos tfilliaas hftve a l l adaitted ttieir debt to th^ stge of 

Caaden* D* ii* l»avrenee reoognised in hia a Mndred soul and placed 

hIa in the foreaost rank aaongat erei%ti«'e writers* £ven iiernard 

tbsM vas no less adulatorjr vtiile eoa^aenting cryptiealljr that wbitaan 

%raa t elassie* 

Certain a&airers of his geniaa t̂ iave tried to offer 

elaborDte jastif ieation for his aoral and social al^erratioos* Mt 

ifihitaan vas never ashaaed of aeknovladfing his "baffling ei»pliexi-

t ies*" km adaitted th»t he Mn» of contradictions aade| but he î as 

only too httaan —. **in Aaeriean, one of the roughs, a JCosaos, of 

Jtanrxattan the son*** 

Whitaan presented ui^urlfied, ttasnbliaated Aaerican 

l i f e * fhroagb the rude force of everyday folk Whitaan sav shining 
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«a mmmX mmrifm Mia thialiiiig did not aaftaura apto hl» liitaiw 

tiona, y«t a«oiig olaataaath oantoi^ tearieaa aathore ha atot^ alotia 

i n f o iat ia i to Ban tfcia path Itatwaan iNiality and thair mm aottia* 

Walt WhltMaa, tha atoat rapraaantttlva poat of tlui 

lUierteaa oat Ion, davalopad hisaalf frtm tha aerateh mad hy %b» 

atrangtn of his vill-povar, aalf-dlseiplina mnA aabltioa, aada 

biaaalf b^ard aad raapaetad hf teiosa %riio radieulad uia and irafaaad 

to aeluioviedga him mB a 90«t« dm was proud to baXong to Varies , 

**fid ha iriauaiiaed a graat future for his eouatr;f, not in tbm eon* 

vantioaai refiaaaact and cultura eooflned to tha upper f#v, but in 

a irasii eonprahansAva prograss aiiared by tha aass of th« comffiCA 

paopI« with thair ordlhary aina, objeets, 9.Q1& oceupatlotis. i^ 

f a i t proud to think that inariea DNIS auida up of strong, saif* 

raiiant and indapandant al^i^iants drawn frcMi JstrimB nations and 

that hf tha shtar power of datarninati^uB and irmwvil l sha was 

dastinad to aaka l^rsalf tha grastast and nost powerful nation of 

tha world* Such a £uiti«a was not to ba built up hy tha intallae-

tuals alona, hut 1^ tha "rust and trariad body of tha oiMiaon paopla 

with thair strong, auseular, and agila v ir i l i ty* 

Miasalf a eowiton, tialf-adueatad, pcK>r young anun, with 

a trigoroua body and a str<Mig haart, with no fomal literary train­

ing of any sort, Whitauin took u^on hinself the aisslon of b«ing tha 

poat of sueh paopla* ila eontinuad in that «*«»:>ation, undauntad by 
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tha prieiciiig aad hostlla or l t leal eemaiits aad vas at long las t 

raeogaiaa^ as a poat of original ganitta* f̂ ^ biograpfay of wliitaaa 

i s ttia apitoBa of tba hiatorjr of tha Aaarleaii catioii* Just as 

AaarieSi froa alaost aothlug^ daval<^»d karaalf iato tha siost 

povarful aatioa of ttia vorld, Wbitaan also, ifith no l iternrf baek-

gr^usd and traiaiag, bas eoaia to ba raeogoisad as ona of tba graa-

taat of Afl̂ ricaA poets, qpaning tî  o«w vistas for the art of poatry 

and balpad la astal^isuing Asarlean l i tarttora to a plaea of high 

prastiga and glory aaong tiie liiaratiiras of tba vorld* 

fha personality of whitman aiifferad froa no intiibi-

t ions or prajttdieas* All '.aarleans of a l l classes and profassions 

v«ra eonslilarad as brothers and s is ters by riia sinee tbay a l l ba-

longed to th« eoamon biuianitjr* na vas ^"VBpm of his own naaknassas 

and so eoald loot sr^pitt^^otieally i^on the vaalcnassas of tiif» fallov 

aortals* for bia even trio aest ^togrtdad parson has soaa slight 

good in bia and i t was to that divla« goi^Uiass in aan that be aada 

b i s ap^aal* 

It i s ta i s fundsaantal love for aan as a»n, that 

Wbitaan*s patriotim transfoi^ad i t s e l f into aniv#rsali«i» Tba 

range of hi a sjrapatajr extends to a l l huaanity, and ha sings about 

tfiSir ideals , aspirations, hopes, and fears* ?ha result i s that 

uhitaan beeoaas not only toe spotesaan of the Aaeriean people, but 

of the whole irorld. liis vision olt iaataly baeoaas eoiraie, and tm 



mmhrm99 tho l i f« mtt ooly of aan but niso of a l l aniaaXt^ Mrdt , 

ififfootty and •yoo tho natural • la«anta l ika tha vlad, ra in , oeaaa, 

aumatainay t t a r t i vooda as wall* tils v i t loa tRkas in to I t t £mn 

tiia hoary past as va i l as tba i^utttra of tti« imlverMt* 

the f r a i t of whitoan's f i r s t poetic ef for ts was public 

»ti«d in 188d as LtBiives of Gmss s,M his pontic career eontiimed 

t i l l 1891 - 92 l^forc bis ciaatli. t h i s period ^ss tn® aost crucial 

oa« in &msTic9Ji history, becf'use af ter tu# Kar of Iadepend»oee, 

Vtieh had aada h«r a free naticoi, she ves now confronted with tha 

th rea t s of dlsintei:rttlon« The South«!rn and the northern s ta tes 

f a l l out with each uUmr on tha cuestloo of slavery, leading to the 

bloody Civil A«r (1S61 - 65) which shooH tht nation to i t s vi*ry 

foimdaticms* i t was felt for a time t r e t tha drena of a free, 

strong, daaoeratic, Aaerican nation w^a going to be si^iatterad* 

for tunata ly , under the able g iidi»nea of Abrahna iiincoln, tha war 

caaa to a sii^eessfol close, and Aaerlca eaaa out of the or taal a 

strong, united nation* 

Beaidas tiswsa i^ptieaTals in the p o l i t i c a l l i f e of the 

country, nm^t eeonesie, soeii^l, philosophical and re l ig ious idaas 

wmrm engaging ttm att«ntl<>o of tha paei^le. ^ i t o a aul t i tada of 

the Ai&erlcan po{>ulatioii consisted of recent ia^igr^nts frosi Surope, 

who iNire dcNBinated by the idea of expansion in to the uneonqtiarad 

continent* So the l i f e was flowing at a swift spaed, and Awirlean 
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paopla ^mv aagngad la a l l aorta of voric for the dairalopse&t of tbo 

eotintrr aa4 tfaa aiaadUi«n axploitatioti of It a raa^ireaa* 0adar tlia 

lmpme% of zh9»» ea|»a&alonl8t tanninelaa, tha iihlloai^hieai i i ^ rail* 

i ioaa idaaa y^rm rapidly wtdor^foinf radieaX ebangaa* fha old, 

rlgoroasly dogaatic Purltanlaoi vaa losing ground and a graatar ai^ha. 

aia was liiid on toiamiiea and froadoa of thoaght in tha raliglG^s 

i i f a of tha emmtry* Ondar %b» infl^anoe of Oaraan Ec»antie 

Fhiioaophy «nd Eant*s franaeandantalitta, tha intcllaetuala of Aaiarieii, 

lilce fiaersmi and fboraaU| rajaet®d aeelaaiastieai e^riwooy and 

authority, and prase r.ad tm dcMxtrina that God i s averyirtjara and ra-

/aals hiaaeif in av«ry individual* thm anti-'Sii^^ery ab^it ioniat 

groip got Ita aost saalima au^pportera and cliaaq;>iona froa the ranlcf of 

tlia franaeandantaliats* Xhoraaii itnd iiif frienda dafiad tha lawa 

and raeai^ad Aigitiva slavea in ttmXr hoaea* fha Aaerican Woaan*a 

aigbts Moveaant got i t s cfiiof advociita in the talented Margarat 

trailer, a tranaeandantaliat. Other graat writers of t.'ia period — 

Bryant, Lovall and uai rson — ware a l l sdvocntes of fra® t. oight, 

tolaraii^a and rafora* 

A»iriea vaa %^MS on tba aove in tbat crs^ial period. 

Haw U f a waa puleating in h^r veina* Saw aaiperiaants ware being 

aada in daaoeraey and fra«doa of the people. tim tyea of the 

vbola world were aet on the n#w nation eaerging oat of the tbroea 

of a hard, long.draim.^at atruggle* And i t waa of thia Aaerieaa 

nation, bubbling with enthuaiaaa und l i f e , and ah^ping i tae l f into 

a definite ehar*eter oat of amltifatxoiia, and at tiaea efmflieting 



•laawnta, ti:At wbitMan vantad to b« tba apdIcaaflHm* M was tba trua 

Aaariean peat | tba friand of a i l bmani t / i a eth-mtmrmr in the l i f a 

of tba wliola oaivarMi a vall .visbeT of mwmrftaing aniaata nnd 

inaniaata , who ainga boldly and t ruly of hia natural aMotlona In the 

aoat na tura l manner. Wa l i a t an to Whitaan aa wa l i a t e a to our aoat 

i n t l a a t a friand wno laya bara ciia heart bafore ua with(»it tba I t^e t 

haaita&ion* What ha saya aost ly eorraaponda t o what wa thii^i and 

f a a l . liaading hia poaaa givaa ua tha ia^raarlon of anjoying tha 

fraah bra^sa. ^lia poatry aaaas to ba gattlng f#ntly abaorbad vi thin 

our vmrj baie^* I t easts a spell on us vhich i s iaperceptibla* 

I t givar us a very faacin^ting tjcparianee vhleh i s indaaeribabia, and 

laavaa our aind healthier, atrongari f r a a ^ r * 

unit ifciiitaan does not look before and nftar , and pine 

for vbat i s not, but iia Uvea in the praaent and enjoys i t* tm 

aeeapts l i f e aa i t eoaas, enjoys turoughly tha ^f%9mnt a<»ent, and 

does not bother «'lther for the paat or tha future* Ijat everyone 

•ecept his place, do fiis Job nonaatiy, respeet others and loolc upon 

a l l with an 9<iual eye, wi&nout eonf l ie t , sialiee or rancour, and build 

m strong, healthy nation upon deaoeratic principles « . t i i is it how 

Mhitaan's aessage to {iuaanity, as expressed through his poetry, ean 

be stated in a nuta^iell* im believes in a society in ^ l e h every 

individual re ta ins and develops his personality, but a l l these perso. 

n a l i t i e s , eoablned togatacr, anke a aagnlfieent cosaopolitan aoeiaty* 

i n his view, not the sacrlfiea of tha individual a t the a l t a r of 

society, nor ths sscrif iee of the aoeial well-being for tua sake of a 
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fov individualt i tut eoual doveli^aent of a i l tha par t t i«fetieti, vfoila 

maintaining tneir separata ident i ty , can eontrifeitte to tbe p r ^ e r 

liaii-beiAi of tbe viiOle. fbia vas Wbitaan'a aeseafe, aad i t vas his 

se l f .appointed aissltm to convey i t to his fellow-coontryaen and to 

the vliole huuaanity in general* 

In the l i t e r a tu r e of Ai^ric a, ^bitiBan created t tr^di*. 

t i o i by biaself* Q%fing to Jls influenoe in tbe 1990* a bttaan taaoL 

eseaped tbe decade's general eenture of the past* I4e. %r'>t seen as t 

rebel agf̂ -inRt t radi t ion , ap.i^eared as n modern in ways tnat £^erson 

could not je , and offered a vision of deaocratic amn tnat could sur . 

Vive a l l tbe c r i t i c a l and cul tural onslaugtits* PoetJt w o caae saucb 

af ter hla carried aucb of bis aessage and mBny of his Innovntions of 

s ty le Into tbe twentieth century* 

fih^-Xm^u nev-r wanted to b« invented witu any balo of 

divini ty* In ^iis own nind there %iere no reserva^^ions, no sense of 

gui l t* iie Had acldeved eoaplete se l f . rea l i ra t ion* dp concept of 

experience was tbat i t sbould be truly eosaie in aapli tude, excluding 

notr ing, denying nothing* Ccmsuaaation of txporienee mm. thpt vas 

b i s ideal* ^teal t ru tb , according to bia, vas ?<; 11.inclusive and i t 

did not abut out ai^ elea»nt as alien* 

A poet, ace ore lug to Wnitaan, i s not a SM̂ re visionary or 

oreaaer, l iving in an ivory tower, divoced froia the ŷ-ria r e a l i t i e s of 

everyday existenee* Coi tbe otber band, be i s destined to play a 

s ignif icant role in stjiping tbe course of buaan history* wbitaan 
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mlwwtjfM regardad biatalf aa tha imtioaal poet, projeetlag through hia 

poana tba great idoalf tbat heira aovad tiia coimtryaMa. Whitaian loiev 

tha t to be tlia reprateiitai.ive of oiie't eotinti^i a poet aust aaaiAiMatlir 

atudy '%at ttm l»mA^ i t s idioais and aea.** da did not faal dismottra-

gad i^an the earijr years of b is poetie eareer broagbt him l i t t l e ra* 

ee^ai t ion . m was preiiarad t o wait and to day 4aeriGa î as COMB to 

consider hia as her authentic iroic«« Miltaan la nov looic^d up<»i not 

oniy as the greatest poet of AiMriea, but one of the foranost po^ta of 

the vorid* i^ i s tha full»groim po«t vhose woric i s m perfect syn* 

thes i s of the Soul of Man and nature* 

r 2 J 

Whit«an's dieregi!trd for SOOIRI eonventione and public 

• o r a l i t y , and his de«p lotre of the an laa l s , brought vijEhin the eoa-

pass of h is iauiginative sympathy the en t i r e creatioa of Clod. la 

Society he did not recognlEC any d is t inc t ions of cos t s , colour or 

cretd* iiis neart vent out in syaq^athy to a l l the uad&rdogs of 

society — the social ^iitc^sts and the forsaicen» Mis vision i^rald 

not exclude anyone, not even a convict, a sveeper, or a p roa t i tu ta . 

Unlike aof^t other poets who only weave a eobuM b̂ of sentinental love 

for aankind, Mhitaan alwiys translated his hunaniturianisa into action* 

Ho eonaiderad hlnself the spokes«an for nanklnd. He real ised the 

inherent divlnaness of isan* Hia purpose vas, in h i t ovn words, 

"aainly to put a Person, a hoaan being, fro^ly, fully, and t ru ly on 
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raeord*" 

Vjhitaaa Mit ttm apoatla of daaMcraejr. tiXt taaOL Idaal 

of daaocrmey vaa aeiwatlalljr pragnetie and ^m'rth bound. Wliaraaa eti 

%h» p o i l t i e a i plana ba deaooncad a l l prarogctiyas and vast«d i n t e r . 

aa ta , on tha social plan# ti9 viay«lised eonplete tiai^ongr h^Btvmm tba 

individual and ttia aoeiaty. M t , abotra a l l , mhitaan v^s, what ona 

aar c a l l | a sp i r i tua l desMi^rat who saw in trua danocrAeyi possitoi. 

l i t i e t of unir<irsal p«sea, to lera t ion , and brotherhood. Mo ind iv i . 

dual V1I3 to b« ai&cludad froa Qod*« gr^'ea, since a l l shnll be sidaitted 

unto tha ^ngdon of Mm^mn rtgArdlass of nay dist lnctiofis . fha ao t t 

autbantic ai>«ciaen of trua tiuaaiUty ymn tha eoffiion aan, *'tka diiriaa 

averaga*" fha poat ahall b« a *iCosao8% mmtk.md for gaaarosity and 

«ffaction, tha aot t ee labn tad aposti« of «<iuitlity »ac. frot#rnity, 

having no e^ra for ridtiat and p r i r i l ega . 

w .itaaa var intanaely pa t r lo t i e in the mott r€!ligioua 

seasa of tha word* fha Unitad s t a t e s , for Lia, '^.SB the mveo. of 

daaoeracy, tha tiopa of tha coai&oa aaas* iiis object v«s ta e t tabl ish 

a basis for fai th in daaocr^ey by shoving that a l l haaan Qualicias, 

good or bad, sax or divinity, ware la tan t in aaoh individual* S us 

Mitiitaan's daaoeratic idaals î nd intansa huaanitarlanlsa b«cs>aa aergad 

Into a unifiad and idantloal whola* Again, hif rndleal buaanisa i s 

an in tagra l part of tha general cone apt of th« so-callad Iranseandan. 

taliwi* 

Whitaan always sought to explore tha transoandantal 



a«tar@ of reaXitjT* His Tisioa Isd hia into regions extending ^yond 

tha I l a i t s of eapir ics l eiqperienee* the unknown, the unseen, the 

uahetrd, end the unexpressed revealed to his alnd the deepest t ru ths 

about the u i t i aa te r ea l i t y . The Traaseendentalists explain aan and 

h i s vorld so far ss possible in te ras of aan hia te l f . fhey l>eiieve 

in the principle that the structure of tLc universe l i t e r a l l y dupli­

ca tes the structur** of the individual self, and that »l l icnowledge, 

therefore, begins vitb st^lf-lmovledge* r.«erson and Ihroreau, ^hoa 

bhitaan followed as his ap.sters In t h i s a a t t e r , s t ress always upon 

aan as univvi*sal, reduced to his common huaanity, and at the saaetiae 

th<iy can never forget tliat the iraaa of aiaa i s clothed with the aspect 

of e terni ty* 

Whitaan believed timt the sp i r i tua l alone can not r e . 

vaal the transcendent r e a l i t y . Revelation can oaLy coae through the 

i n t l a a t e fusion of the physical and the spir i tual* Next be probes 

in to the nalmre of the 'self" and rea l izes that i t i f soaething which 

can not be held witi.in the bounds of t h i s earth* thmu the sel f i s 

pur i f ied and purificatiiCtti i s achieved by ennobling the senses, not 

by *purgati<m*, nor through di i«ipl ine* He, therefore, ennobles 

and accepts the degraded and rejected species of aankind and nt the 

saaet iae finds his realas widened and ascends to the ays t ice l heights 

where he finds hiaself identif ied with the 'beautiful gsntle God** 

4fter th i s the poet confronts a t e r r ib l e eetbaeic and 

enters tha t phase of the s^stic ex|>erience, %^icb i s t rad i t iona l ly 
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icaova a t the *dftric nifbt of tbe aool** Ib i s e^^aeioutness of tha 

•godiea and datpeirt of ttia vorld tx^B^tuilly patsaa MtVBYi tha poet 

^•valopa an inf in i te lyapatb^ and tan<larntttt| looks upon a l l not 

tuffaring as only i l l a t i on , i t ui^itad witb tba Xrantoandant bayond 

t i n t an4 spaea, anil f inal ly r e a l l M t that tti« eoauaioo i s transfigured 

In to tbe diirine tbrougb tba claseant of the 'ayatar* or ttia godbead. 

Xbrmigb daatb of tba pbyaie&l body tiia toul passes in to the stage of 

' i^Tfi i i t ' ^^ *&&MA.* ^I^»^ i t» ^ba u l t ina to salvation* 

Whltasn's style was sdaiirably adapted to describe tha 

s t i l l unsbapad landtej^pa of a n#v eontlnant, th» <pn«°rgy, roemme nnd 

draaaa of a piona^ring nation sure of an illiiil4babl« future. I t i s 

a l t o an ej(»«llant ^sdioa for b is passionate nature ^̂ nd also responded 

adairably tovard tbe subline* i b t t Whitnan sought was a nediun in 

whleb b€ could eatress the ejqpaniive soul, aind and body of tbe 

deaoeratic nan* H» broke away froa ortnodoxy and b» tt^ok bis plaea 

beside h i t eont^enporary revoluticmary poets in 19th eentury £urop€| 

s igni f icant ly antieipating the *Free / a r t e ' aovemint of the early 

1900't* In bis powerful l ines where eirery word was r ight as also in 

h i t d i t l i k e of politbing, be was « true Aatrican, with r^is disdain 

for too aucb learning or a r t . a i t ehantt were never intended to be 

abtola te art* Xhey were writ ten to capturf bis fellownen in his own 
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tlBe by mn^ relevant iB«ane« i t i s St^m bia that the next generation 

of po<its iot the training "to rely too exclusively on a rapt ana bar­

die intai t ion"* fetiit^a% daring h i s l i f e t i a e , w^s l i t t l e Enown to 

the Btultitude outside tbe in t e l l ec tu ra l e i re le* S t i l l , nis consola* 

t lon vas ttiet, i f the poet can not speak to auuEiJcind, b« can spealE for 

aankind and tliis i s wh»t whitamn hiaself does a t btis splendid best . 

i«ihit®iin proved to be, with the passpg© of t i s e , an 

exeaiplary fi«:mrfc in the growtb of the poetry of blf* t l a e s . he 

heralded tbe dRwn of a iws era cf •'-Ivlng t new dimension Jind s u r j e e t -

flaatter to the poets of his i a y s . Ke -WSP the poet of America snd 

Aaerleaa deaoeraey froa the cor@ of h i s heart* H? attempted to 

eabmce the vhole of Aaeriea in his epic Iteives of 3rw8s» lie found 

h i s subjects aaong a l l kSnis of aen in a l l the i r conditions. iiis 

eatalogues syabolise the eaaalislng process of deaocrucy for En^ 

aaaaay Mis gre- test »nd best cual i ty has been his vigour, v i ta ­

l i t y , and iauaense naturalness, and a l l througtiout his poetry, he 

sings and speakcs stout the siaple 4;lory of the "Mvine average.*' 

Whitaan broice away vl th the conventions and hr>clcneyed 

teralnology of ihnglish Verse. dis poetry has strack a new ana o r ig i ­

nal note* £h<re have been, and «;re perhaps s t i l l st^arp differenres 

of opinion as to the absolute ae r i t of h is voric as po«try. In te l l ec t 

tua l c r i t i c s vLll strongly object to his eaot ional im and vagueness| 

foraal c r i t i c s , to c i s lack of close structure} acadeaie c r i t i c s to 

b i s apotheosis of the uncultivated. But the <> can hardly be ai)y 
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imestioii of bis pover audi iaHtioiioo* fi*oa Wbitsiiii 8t;«r s m a v 

eliftptor l a A««rlc«a i»o«try* Urn mift, la the trae«fe s«o«e of th« 

•]^r@^8loa, th& po«t of s o«w <l«%m l a iUMrleaa i l te ra tur** 


